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Executive Summary 

The Institute for Counter-Terrorism has carried out an intensive two-month research 

project to gain a clearer picture of the casualties of the IDF military incursion in Gaza 

in December 2008-January 2009.   The research was based on the list of casualties 

published by the Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR), supplemented by 

Hamas and Fatah websites and official Palestinian government online sources. 

Although the study relied on the PCHRôs raw data throughout, our analysis of this 

data disproves the PCHRôs claims regarding ñindiscriminate Israeli fireò on civilian 

areas.  In fact, by checking the names on the PCHR list against Hamas websites, we 

found that many of those claimed by PCHR to be ñciviliansò were in fact hailed as 

ñmilitant martyrsò by Hamas.  Others listed by PCHR as ñcivilians killed in Israeli 

raidsò later turned out to be Fatah members killed by Hamas, some of them in 

ñexecution styleò killings.   

While both PCHR and ICT consider civil policemen to be noncombatants, our 

researchers found that many of the civil policemen killed also held operational ranks 

in the Hamas ñmilitaryò wing. In fact, due to the structure of the Hamas ñmilitaryò, it 

was difficult to draw a clear dividing line between purely civilian police functions and 

activity in support of ñmilitaryò operations. 

One of the problems with the PCHRôs methodology is their claim to precise 

knowledge of the circumstances of every Palestinian casualty.  PCHR admits to no 

uncertainty in the combatant status of any casualty; every victim is either a fully-

affiliated combatant or a ñcivilianò. But beyond the PCHRôs failure to apply its own 

standards accurately in determining who was and was not a militant, any black-and-

white categorization scheme like theirs is bound to be ludicrously inadequate in 

characterizing a conflict where fighters do not wear uniforms, where combatants are 

intimately (and deliberately) commingled with non-combatant civilians, and where 

many unaffiliated civilians become actively involved in confronting invading forces 

and thus become ñad hoc combatantsò. 

While Hamas and its allies did everything possible to maximize the extent to which 

the civilian population of the Gaza Strip would be exposed to combat should Israel 

respond in force to cross-border missile attacks on Israeli towns, a closer look at the 

demographics of the casualties reveals that at least 63% to 75% of the Palestinians 

killed in Operation Cast Lead were combat-aged males over and above the number 

that would be accounted for by random Israeli attacks. This group includes identified 
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combatants, policemen, and several hundred additional young men whose 

combatant status could not be verified from the sources we used. Thus, PCHRôs own 

data refutes its claim that Israelôs attacks were ñindiscriminateò. 

Introduction 

According to PCHR, some 1,434 Palestinians were killed in Israelôs invasion of the 

Gaza Strip; these included 235 combatants, 239 police officers, and 960 civilians. Of 

the latter, 121 were women and 288 were children (defined as anyone under 18 

years old). 

ICTôs researchðbased both on Hamas websites and on investigation into the 

circumstances under which people were killedðhas so far individually identified at 

least 314 combatants; as this effort is ongoing, the number will almost certainly 

increase. 18 of these identified combatants were younger than 18, and thus counted 

as ñchildrenò by PCHR. (Detail: 1 14-year-old, 4 16-year-olds, and 13 17-year-olds.) 

Not counting policemen, we have so far identified 363 noncombatants, leaving us 

with around 518 ñunknownsò ï all of them male. 

Chart 1: Distribution of Casualties 

Combatants, 314, 

22%

Policemen, 239, 

17%

Noncombatants, 

363, 25%

Unknown, 518, 36%

 

 

Why the discrepancies in number of combatants? 

Many of those claimed by PCHR to be ñciviliansò were in fact hailed as ñmilitant 

martyrsò by Hamas.  



3 

 

 

Here, the death of a 25 year-old ñcivilianò is reported.  However, a search of Hamas 

websites gives a different picture. 
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Some examples of PCHR categorizing combatants as civilians 

Example 1: According to PCHR:  ñThe body of the civilian, Abdallah Abdel Hamid 

Muamar, 22 years-old, from Al-Nassar Village north of Rafah, arrived at 

approximately 8:00.  He was killed in a mortar attack on the village the previous 

evening. 

* ϣКϝЂЮϜ сЮϜмϲ сТм8:00  дАϜмвЮϜ дϝвϪϮ ЬЊм ̪̯ϝϲϝϠЊϼвЛв ϸтвϲЮϜ ϸϠК  ϸϠК  ̪22  ϼЊжЮϜ ϣтϼЦ дв ̪̯ϝвϝК

 ̪ϱТϼ ЬϝвІ̪  сЛТϸвЮϜ РЊЧЮϜ ̭ϜϼϮ Ѐвϒ ̭ϝЂв ϤϝКϝЂ Ϻжв ϣтϼЧЮϜ йЮ ЌϼЛϦϦ рϺЮϜ . 

However, Abdallah Abdel Hamid Muamar was hailed as an al-Qassam martyr by the 

Media Department of Al-Qassam Brigades.1 

 

Example 2: Amjad Abu Rayan was described in PCHR as a civilian: 

 

 ϣКϝЂЮϜ сЮϜмϲ сТм3:30  дв ϞϼЧЮϝϠ дтжАϜмвЮϜ дв ϣКмвϮв иϝϮϦ дт϶мϼϝЊ ϣтЯтϚϜϼЂϖ ϣтϠϼϲ ϢϼϚϝА ϤЧЯАϒ ̪̭̯ϝЂв

 ϣтмжϝϪЮϜ ϼϦКϾЮϜ ЬϦ ϣЂϼϸв ϣЂв϶ ЬϦЧв пЮϖ РЊЧЮϜ оϸϒ ϝткъ ϤтϠ ϢϸЯϠ сТ ̪ϤϝжϠЯЮдтжАϜмв  ϣϠϝЊϖм10  ̪дтжАϜмв

ϣЯУА алжтϠ дв ̪ϰϜϼϮϠ  .ак пЯϦЧЮϜм :̪йЯ϶ Ϟмтϒ ϸвϲв ϸвϲϜ21  ̪ϢϼϸЧЮϜ ϞϮϼ ϸмвϲв свϜϼ ̫̯ϝвϝК30  ̫̯ϝвϝК ЬЎТ ϸϮвϜ

 ̪дϝтϼ мϠϒ  ϸϠК27  ̯ϝвϝК ̪дϝтϼ мϠϒ  ϸϠК ϸвϲв сжϝк ̫24 ϸϜϼвм ̫̯ϝвϝК  ̪ϝжϠЮϜ ЬтвϮ ФϾϼ27  ̯ϝвϝК 

However, he appeared in PLDF forum as a senior member of a Palestinian group 

called Al-Ahrar.  In the list of the Al-Mezan group he appears as a combatant, as do 

two others who were killed in the same incident.2 

                                                           

1
 http://www.almoltaqa.ps/arabic/showthread.php?p=1080683  

2
 http://www.paldf.net/forum/showthread.php?t=351878   
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Example 3: According to PCHR report: ñAt approximately 17:00, an Israeli drone 

targeted the two civilians, Humam Muhamad Al-Khudari, 17 years old, and Sameh 

[should be Samer] Muhamad abu Aser, 17 years old, while they were close to their 

houses, towards the end of Al-Nazaz st., Eastern Al-Shujaôiya quarter; as a result, 

they were killed. 

 * ϣКϝЂЮϜ сЮϜмϲ сТм5:00 дв ЬЪ РϜϸлϦЂϝϠ ϣтЯтϚϜϼЂϜ ИыАϦЂϜ ϢϼϚϝА ϤвϝЦ ̪̭̯ϝЂвдтжАϜмвЮϜ  ̪рϼЎ϶ЮϜ ϸвϲв аϝвк

17  ̪ϼЊК мϠϒ ϸвϲв ϱвϝЂм ̫̯ϝвϝК17 ̪̯ϝвϝК  ̪ϣтКϝϮІЮϜ сϲ ФϼІ ϾϜϾжЮϜ ИϼϝІ ϣтϝлж сТ ϝвлтЮϾϝжв ϞϼЦ ϝвкϼтЂ ̭ϝжϪϒ

ϝвлЯϦЧв пЮϖ оϸϒ ϝвв .

Humam Al-Khudari and Samer Abu Aser were both hailed by PIJôs Al-Quds 

companies as a martyr, targeted by Israeli shelling in Al-Shujaôiya quarter, Jan. 14.3  

 

 

 

                                                           

3
 http://www.saraya.ps/view.php?id=11327 
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Example 4: PCHR relates the deaths of three civilians: 

ЬϜ сЮϜмϲ сТм ϣКϝЂ4:00  ϼϮТ ФТϜмвЮϜ ̭ϝЛϠϼцϜ амт14/1/2009 ̪ ИмϼІв ϣЧАжв иϝϮϦϝϠ сЛТϸвЮϜ РЊЧЮϜ ЬЊϜмϦ

 ϣϪыϪ ЬϦЧв пЮϖ оϸϒ ϝвв ̪ϝтЮϝϠϮ ϢϸЯϠ ϞϼО ϞмжϮ ̪ϣвϜϼЪЮϜ ϬϜϼϠϒм ϼвϝКдтжАϜмвакм ̪ : ̪дϝЊвЧЮϜ мϠϒ аϪтк19  ̫̯ϝвϝК

 ̪Ϣϸϝвϲ мϠϒ ϸтϼТ рϸвϲ27  ̪сЂмЧвЮϜ ϸϝтϖм ̫̯ϝвϝК27  ̯ϝвϝК.   

At approximately 4:00 on the morning of Wednesday, 14/01/2009, IDF continued 

shelling Amer project and Abraj Al-Karama regions, Southwest of Jebalia, causing 

the death of three civilans, Haytham Abu Al-Qumsan (19), Hamdi Farid Abu Hamada 

(27) and Iyad Al-Maqusi (27).4 

However, the official site of Martyr Abu Rish Brigades (military wing of al-Fatah). It 

describes the death of three activists, killed on Jan. 14; one of them, Haytham Abu 

al-Qumsan, was affiliated with Al-Aqsa  Martyrs Brigades. 5 

 ϣЧϠϝЂЮϜ аϝтъϜ Ьы϶ ϝлϠ ϜмϠтЊϜ ϰϜϼϮϠ дтϼϪϝϦв ϜмϸлІϦЂϜ ϣϪыϪ алжтϠ амтЮϜ ϼϮТ Ϻжв ϜмАЧЂ ϝтжтАЂЯТ дмϼІКм дϝжϪϜ дϝЪм

 ϸлІϦЂϜм ̪дϜмϸЛЮϜ двдтвмϝЧв ϣϪыϪ  ϼвϝК ИмϼІв пЯК сЛТϸвЮϜ РЊЧЮϜ ЬЊϜмϦ сТ амтЮϜ ϼϮТ дв ϣЛϠϜϼЮϜ ϣКϝЂЮϜ сТ

 акм ̪ϝтЮϝϠϮ ϞϼО ϞмжϮ ϣвϜϼЪЮϜ ϬϜϼϠϜмаϪтк  дϝЊвЧЮϜ мϠϒ)19ϝвϝК ( Ϣϸϝвϲ мϠϒ ϸтϼТ рϸвϲм ̪пЊЦъϜ ϞϚϝϦЪ дв)27 

 ̯ϝвϝК( сЂмЧвЮϜ ϸϝтϖм ̪)27  ̯ϝвϝК(  ФмАвЮϜ ϸвϲв ϝУЪ дϝϦжАϜмвЮϜ ϤϸлІϦЂϜ ϝвтТ)35  ̯ϝвϝК ( ϼϝϮжЮϜ дϝϠЛІ дϝжϲм

)40 ̯ϝвϝК (ϖ пЮϖ ϣТϝЎшϝϠ ̪ϢϼмА϶ЮϜ ϣПЮϝϠ ϰϜϼϮϠ РЊжм аϝК ϼϝϮжЮϜ аткϜϼϠϖ ϣІϚϝК ϝлϦЯУА ϣϠϝЊϖм ϣϠϝЊ5  дв дтжАϜмв

ϰϜϼϮϠ дыУА ϝвлжтϠ . 

                                                           

4
 http://www.pchrgaza.org/files/w_report/arabic/2008/15-01-2009.html 

5
 http://www.abualrish.com/arabic/print.php?id=1231931404&archive 


