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|. Introduction

This paper is written in the context of my internship with tinéernational Institute
for CounterTerrorism (ICT), Herzliylaseeks to provide aaverview and updated picture of
Boko Haram, mostly focusing on thactivities in thelast five yearsWith regards to Boko
I I NJ spl@vath ISWAP in 2016, this papmyncentrates on the original faction remaining
under the command of Shekau. Howevtre differentiation between thedifferent Boko
Haram factionsn research, news articles and data sets is not alvetges-cut, which might

have led to a certain amount of O 2 y (i I Y &f yhé mate@ajthis paper is based on

[I. Boko Haram

1. Overviewand Background

Boko Haram isralslamistterrorist group operatingin Nigeriaand the Lake Chad
Basin The grou@ 2 FFA OAWI Y Iy | 1'Y(Sdz AlaK fOA & & dzy v I RPedpleh RR I |
Committed to the Propagation of the Prophet's Teachings and JjiiBdko Haranz is a
LJ2 LJdzf F NJ FE Al AYX GKAOK NRdzIKE & NI ymakinga Sa G2
NEFSNBYyOS (2 (KS 3INRvdstel® ZultudielupoR which R de@einh G A 2 Y
educational system is bas¢@napajo & Uzodike, 2012; Onuoha F., 20IR¢exactyearand
circumstancesf the emergence dBoko Harammemaincontested Starting asmalslamicsect,
the group operated mostly as a leprofile religiousmovement until the year 2002, when
Mohammad Yusuémerged asts leader(lyekekpolo, 2016)

Yusuf is considered the founder of Boko Haemmve know itHewas born on January
29,1970in Girgir village in Yobe StatBligeria After droppingout of secondary school, he
receivedQuraniceducationunder Sheik Jafadohammedin Kano Yusufleveloped a radical
belief systemwhich entailed astrongresentmenttowards the west, western civilization,
culture andthe seculareducation system. In this context, Isaw the secular Nigerian state
as an illegitimate entity angart of the rotten westernsystem Clashes with the authorities
and the security forceBsubsequentcrackdown on Boko Harain July 2004 SR (2 | dz& dzF
arrest and summarily executiofOnapajo & Uzodike, 2012; Onuoha, 2620) , dza duF Q& RS

prompted Abubakar Shekau to emerge as the piitualleaderand commandein-chief



of Boko Haram2009 thus marked a turning point in th&d N2 dzhjietéry. (lyekekpolo,
2016)

The reasongor the emergence of Boko Haraand the environment which set the
stage for the establishment of the group aitslviolent activities are widely discusseuth
different authors provithg a variety ofexplanations. Olabanji Akionola sees the interaction
of Islamicfundamentalism, politics and poverty as contributing factors for the emerge of
Boko Haran{2015) Onapajo and Uzodike analyze the insurgency movement on three levels:
individual, state and international2012) lyekekpolo finds the main culprit in political
opportunity (2016) Agbiboa applies the Relative Deprivation Theory onginenomenonof
.21 2 | enelgahtef2013) Whatevertheir relative importancemay be, all these
factors provided ¢ among othersg a fertile ground for the emergence and persistence of
Boko Haram.

TK S 3 Ndeottacsed&iolent activities have led to an extended humanitarian crisis
in North-EastNigeriaand the Lake Chad Baswhich hasleft more than7.1 million people
in needof humanitarian assistan¢e¢he internal displacement ajver 2 million people; and
almost4n Qn nn  HAmad, 2000 T&ripbell, Nigeria Security Tracke202@ACAPS,
2019/2020; UNHCR, 2019; UN OCHA, .n.d.)

Boko Haramhas gone during various stages and existed in different foams$
versions since their emergence The nost visible development however, is the
metamorphosis froma religiousinsurgencymovement opposing the government and

western cultureinto a fulHledgedSalafijihadi terrorist group.
2. ldeology

Boko Haram undethe leadership ofYusufwasas afundamentalistreligious Muslim
movementin opposition of the Nigerian democratic sta¥usizF Q& A R&@dyadeép o a
contempt for western valuesculture democracyand western educatio hence thename
a. 21 2 |SeiNgthé digerian state as illegitimate, members of the movenctaghed
with security forcesbut violence against ciiahsor aviolent jihadi orientation was not a
feature ofBoko Haramat that stage (Akinola, 2015Zenn, Barkindo, & A Heras, 2013)

With Shekauemergingas. 2 { 2 | le&leriiQ@10F FGSNJ | dzadzFQa RS
3 NR dzhied shiftedsharply,andthey turned into a JihadiSalafist terror group with the

main goal ofestablishinga puritanical Islamic state, ealiphate under sharia law in Nigeria



¢ the singular legitimate form of government, replacing the current democratic
government.The group profesesa very puritanical and literal reading of the Quramd an
exclusivst worldview, strictly rejecting all other forms of Islajand¢ naturally ¢ any other
religon WA KIF R KI a 0 S ONI'YASA 20yKaSR KBNENSRr JOFE2 Ny dzf F G SR . 2
ideology & F2ff264aY aiKS 2yfeée OOSLIFIo6fS LI2tAG?
reformation of northern Nigeria is jihad and anything short of jihad will be rejected by the
3 N2 &k3sim, 2015, p. 193h one of his videosshekatcalls upon all Muslim to take up
FNYa YR ¢3S 2AKIFIR FT2NJ GKS ftA0SNIXrdAz2y 2F
you are: May God make this video reach you. | have given you the permission to rise and take
up armsand start killing these vagabonds. Kill them, kill them and kill them. Today our
NEftAIA2Y Aad y20KAYy3I odzi (AffAy3Ias {AffAy3Aa
Abstain from killing their elderly, women, the insane, and anyone who repantgody who
NEoSta F3arAyad !'fflKE {Aff KAYD . & !fflFKX L
NI} §KSNIJ £t SI @S GKA& 62NIR® [ Sl U KassinePFpS &6 2 NI F
193 Thurston, 2016)

The most strikindeature2 ¥ { KB ¥ R dzQ & | 2 ideblbgiNisthé @xdremely
narrow definition of who is a true Muslinand the resultingviolence against civilians,
regardless 0B KS 1 KSNJ (1 KS& QNBS Atckrdidg folShekayi, al2NNislimgdwznithA Y ©
hold a more moderater mainstreamview on Islamthose who work for the government
andgenerallyS @S NE LIS NA 2 suppgrk 2 | R2 $ dagicielagy or belong
to agroupother than Boko Harargrare not true Muslims anthusto be classified as infidels
or kafir. While the killing of Muslims by Muslims generallyprohibited, bydeclaringa
Muslim kafir they become YegitimateQtargets of the jihad waged by Boko Haraithis
approach tathe concept okafir has led to thendiscriminatekilling of thousands of Mugin
civiliansby the group{ K S { hadz®W&riteria to definewho is atrue believerand thus
belongs to theAhtal Sunng and theresultingindiscriminate killing of Muslim civiliafieas
createdschisms andccausedhe factionalizationof Boko Haram. In 2@ Ansarubroke away
from Boko Haranmas a splinter groupaccusing Shekau of excesstagfirism ¢ the act of
excommunication declaring a Muslim an infideThe same issue is raised by ISVékiee

their split in 2016 ISWAFMas a more raderate view regardingwho iskafir andits attacks



focus onmilitary forces and security personnélut notordinaryMuslimcivilians (Thurston,

2016; Zenn & Pieri, 201Amao, 2020)
3. Geographic Region of Operations

Boko Haramwas foundedin Maiduguri, the capital oBorno state in NortkEast
bAISNRF ® 5dzNARYy 3 (K SactimiedNfoilisedn&ini}NdBarno.statg ahd | | NI Y
later expandedinto Yobe and Adamawalwo massive attacks on theational police
headquarters andhe UNheadquatersin Abuja in 201Inarkeda furtherexpansion othe
3 NP dzLIQ@EValkel 202K

In 2012, Boko Haram expand#teir operationsand attackdor the first timeoutside
of Nigeriainto neighboringCameroon and Chaévenbefore this expansion, Cameroon had
served as an important sanctuarpgistical huband recruitment groundor Boko Haram
(Mahmood & Ani, 2018Military offensives of the Nigerian army against Boko Hagauuh
the resulting presure on the groujn 2016 and 2019 causedem to further expandtheir
activitiesoutside of Nigeria into the neighboring countri@sCLED, 2019)

In 2013, Boko Harament into the offensiveand startedcapturingterritories in
northeasternNigeria.Onlyone year latethe groupheld large territories in nortérn Nigera
covering an area comparabtie the size oBelgium Besides Gwoza, Bama, Marte and Ngala
in Borno statethe four local governments of Michika, Madagali, Mdarth and Mubi South
of Adamawa state were under control of Boko Har@@menma, Abada, & Omenma, 2020)
Similar tothe IS in Syria and Iraq, Boko Hareaised the black Jihadist flagtime captured

territories and violently enforced the implementation of sharian the territories they

conquered On August 24, 205 . 21 2 | | Nteka@declare8 hoRHeMNNigera
WBaliphateQwith the city of Gwozasits capital With more than 7000 inflictethtalities, 2014
markedthe mostvof Sy i &SI NJAYy . 212 1 I NrYQa SEA&GSYOS.

most affected by terrorismShortly after declaring the caliphatendlarch 7,2015, Shekau
pledged allegiance to Abu BakrBdghdadand Boko Hararsubsequentlynerged wih the
IS.(Pham, 2016Zenn, 2020)

In a concerted crackdown on Boko Haramtarting in 2015 the Multinational
Taskforce NNJTF¢ comprised ofmainly military unitsfrom Nigeria, Chad, Cameroand
Niger¢ reclaimedmost of the territories previouslycontrolled by Boko HaranBy July 2016

the group had lost 80% oftheir territories and was forced to retreafToday Boko Haram



executes attacks mostly froreir strongholdsin south and central Borno staten and
around the Sambisa foregti K S 3 $ai Hehl@rawheretheir headquarters and training
bases are located. Additional areas underthe 1 2 | tohtdol \h€uile the border with
Cameroorandimportant roads close to the Sambisa foreSiochukwu Omenma, Abada, &
Onynyechi Omenma, 2020jhe strategic importance of the Sambisa Forest to the group is
ddzYYSR dzLJ 6@ hThe $Sambish forest bttt argaviisatpmplerational,
logistical and technical infrastructure of Boko Haram, including its command, armoury,
training, detention and execution camps, landmines, artisanal bamaking factories,
prayer grounds, military and civilian supplies, loots, and livest(®19) Boko Haram uses
the control of these areas toollect taxes and takes advantage of the porous borders to move
around south and central Borno State, southern Niger, western Chad and northern
Cameroon(Tochukwu Omenma, Abada, & Onyinyechi Omenma, 202@ecember 2016,
President Buhari stated that Boko Haram has been ousted fieir stronghold inthe
Sambisa Forest by the Nigeriany& YR GKIF G G0KS GSNNadeh ada |1
KF@S I LY (BBGSNews 20K6fhR Statementvas madeexactly one year after
Buhari had claimed thaBoko Haramhad beend 6 SOK Yy A Ol (BB N&S, R&LE)(i SR ¢
However, attacks by Boko Haranon military and civilian targetsontinue until today,
inflicting terror and mayhem on the population in Nofftigeria and parts of Chad,
Cameroon and Niger

Since the beginning of 2020, Boko Haram ¢@sducted several attacken the road
to Kano connecting Maiduguri to the rest of the state and country, leaving Borno state
increasingly isolatedThe MaidugurKano highway is the lastut of six highways to
Maiduguriremainingfunctional, with the rest of thenabandoneddueto the threat ofBoko
Haramambushesand violencelt is heavily guarded by security forcesich until today
successfullpaveNB a A AG SR . 212 | I NI.YQA| 2 (0 htRdApEs@®RY GKS
destroy theAt Benishelbridgealongthis highway are successful, the onlyay to Maiduguri
will be by airWhether this is an attempt by the group to return to the effectoantrol and

governing of territoryremains to be seer{Campbell, 20204aruna, 2020)
4. Organizational Structure

Boko Haram operates in a decentralized structure with cells acting with considerable
autonomy.Uy AGa GSyR (2 KI@S tAGGES NBOALINROFE |



(Weeraratne, 2017Additionally, the group experienceslot of infighting and factionalizing,

with relationships between leaders fluctuating heavily due to ideological and personal
differences(TRADOC-& ACE Threats Integration, 2015hekau functions as thspiritual
leaderand commanderin-chiefof Boko Haram and is complemented by a Shura Council of
about 30 members. Together, they head and oversee the organizatiomr@nthe highest
decisionmaking body of the group. Thénave the final say in decisionsgarding strategic
plans, choice ofargets, weapons and resources and propaganda i§@asreke, 2014)The
members of the Shura Council are dispersed and stationed in the main cities and locations
with Boko Haram presencEor security reasonshéy mostly communicate via mobile phone
and seldomly meet in person, whiclomplicateghe decisioamakingprocessand makes it
prone to misunderstandings. Various departments under the Shura Council concentrate on
operational missions such as suicide bamgp kidnappings, recruitment, etc. A propaganda
department functions as the PR section of the group. This rather minimal structure allows
for a high level of operational flexibilifAntwi-Boateng, 2017; Weeraratne, 201&nugwom,
2020)

It should be stated here that varying and even contradicting information regarding
the organizational structurand internal characteristicsf Boko Haranare circulating, which
makes assessing the structural and organizational situatitimeogrouprather difficult. One
school argues that Boko Haram is a centralized organization, unified under the leadership of
ShekauOthers argue that the organizatiayperates in independent cells, as stated above.
The secretive nature of Boko Haram makes the estabkstimf confirmed facts difficuland

the groups internal structure remains uncleaddewest dgorithmic research based on

Y2O8SYSYy(d LI GGSNYya 2F . 212 I IFNrY OStta O2YyRdz

confirmsthat Boko Haram is indeed a highly fragmied terrorist organization, consisting of
50-60 cells operating relatively independentihile beingformally ruled by Sheka(2020)
However, Zenr(2019)argues that, while organizkin various operational clusters, Boko
Haram operates not in a decentralized manner, but along departmentalstructures and

decision making lines, witall clusters reporting t&hekau

Shekaw; The Persona
Shekau has long been forced into a clanihes existence, due to efforts of the

Nigerian military to take him down. The United States Government labeled Shekau as a



G{LISOALI fte& 5S5aAa 3y BurduRof CoBrieNaroing A042nd pfaced @ M H

USD 7 miobounty on his capture. His appearances are limited to video messages, which he

uses to spread the message jiiad and his ideolog, mocking the government and
publicizing operational successafsBoko Haram

The persona of Shekau is subject to a lospéculations and myths. While little is
known about his whereabouts and life, his namstillsfearin many,andhis messages and
acts of terror have reached millionsatest since the Chibok incidence, Shekau has achieved
international fame and the mediand governmergtlisten to his every wordShekau has
instrumentalized theunknowingnessabout him of the media and of his opponent®
masterfullycreateand reinforcea mysticalimage of immortality and invincibility

Despite littlefactual knowledge dout Shekau, the mediand his opponents often
portray himas a6 NXzi I f LJA@ OK2 LI GKQX Wof22RUOKANRBGE f
ANRdzL) 2 F WRS NI y 3 SR-YO NIMVelysimpliQicvievw o Shekawdand: WY I F
. 212 1 INYY KFa €SR G2 FyYyR dzyRSNBalGAYIGAZ2Y
subsequentlyto animproperresponse tdhe threat posed by them(Barkindo, 2018fhekau
is the most prevalent or even the giie representativeface of Boko Haram. While he is
supplementedn his workby other leaders in the Shura Counhikname andpersonahave
symbolic valudor the organizationWithin the group, heoccupies the position of both the
imam and the commanden chief.Taking a closer view on Shekau, Barkindo (2018) finds
that by labelling him simply as a crazy rabidaser, his role as a charismatic leader, imam
and commander in chief is not done justies these labels ignore the fact that it was Shekau
who transformed Boko Haram from a smabw-profile NSt A 3A 2dzd 3INR dzL) Ay iz
deadliest terrorisgroupCiPisa & Hume, 20153hekau poses a paradox in being a wefked
theologist and a brutal gangster at the same tifiarisson, 20160n the one hand, he
shows a striking penchant to violence, as manifested both in his actions and in statements
such as the onef his Youtube video of January 201%2L. Sy 22@& (1 AffAy3 | yi
O2YYlIyRa YS G2 {(Attz GKS & KOkereke, 2182R2pr1 Af f A Y
G, 2dz R2y Qi 1y26 Y& YIRySaao ¢2RlI&X &2dz oAff
fIR2Y QG &fldAKGSNI 82dz L gAtf y24 FSSt 02yl
Wherever you are, may Allah make this cassette to reach you; | have given you the permission

to rise, take arms, and start killing them even if you are three. Kill! Kill'!! Today, our

10



religionisy 2 0 KAy 3 @Bdzkindd, 200, B ¢4®iE the other handas a charismatic
leader and respectetslamicscholar he has been able teach many with his message of
jihadandhas ledBoko Haranto power during the lastlecade

Barkindo (2018) compares Shekau to a CEO of a terrorist organjzhatisportraying

him not as a madman but as a skilled leader with various managerial qualitidggasCEO

role, Shekau has a) establishedemntral philosophy for the struggle and\al A & 2 yfor RQs G NB

the group, based oexclusivisSalafijihadi ideology and with an extremely stringent take on
takfirism; b) formed strategic alliances and disregardaternal factionalism (e.g. with
Ansaru)or external rivalry whenever itservedthe interests of Boko Haram; and d)e
delegates authority to separate commandevho remain anonymous, leaving the spotlight
for himself Shekauuseshis command of several languages to enhance the effect of his

messagen specific audiencesle uses his natiianguageKanuri to specifically address the

local Lake Chad audiences; his knowledge of Arabic enhances his Muslim credibility and his

status as a scholaspeaking Hausa and Fulani, he reaches the largest populgtoup in

Nigeria (30%)and to mock the western world, heses French and Englistis ability to reach

people in their native language gives Shekau an important advantage as it makes it easier for

his audience to identify with his messadeaurthermore by reinterpretation of theSalafi
jihadi ideologyShekau has framed hphilosophyin the Kanuri sociaultural contextwhich
unitesthe lake Chad population through language and religidwough strategic use of the
common historical narrativeSheka created a storyvhich integrates the cultural heritage
of the region andakesinto account thepolitical grievances andociceconomichardships
of the local populationThis has facilitatethe recruitment of newmembers to Boko Haram
over the years(Barkindo, 2018)

Ansaru and Boko Haram

In 2012, AnsarAnsar a Muslimin fi Bilad aSudar), a group undeMamman Nuy
broke away from Boko Haram dueft;mdamentaldifferencesregarding the killing of Muslim
civilians.Ansaru proclaimed its formationfter a deadly attaclby Boko Haranon Kano a
week earlie, which left 200 civilians deadnsaru operated witlihe backingof and close
ties to AQIMHowever,! y a I exisiEdée was short lived, #se groupwent dormantafter
the French intervention in Matiaused the severance bfy a I néfla®latieswith AQIM in

2013 Ansarue-integratedg A U K . 212 | F N*Y 0ST2 mBISiiMagh f | G 30S1
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2015 This reintegration brought about substantial transfer dinowledgeto Boko Haram,
especiallyregarding kidnappingand suicide bombing acquired by Ansaru trough training
by AQIM(Zenn, 2019; Zenn, 2020; Zenn & Pieri, 2017)

ISWA and Boko Haram

2 KSy {KS{ldz L SRAISR . 212 || NlISAQfrststept STA Iy
endorsed Boko Hararasits offidal affiliate groupin Western AfricaBut in August 2016
already, Shekau was replacedths leader of the group when the i8steadappointed Abu
MusabaiBarnawi, a former lieutenant of Shekashekaulid not accept this decision arnide
groupsubsequenthysplit into two sections. Th@riginakproup continued its activities under
the command of Sheka(ACLED, 2019The new splinter group is known under the name
Wilayat Gharb Ifrigiyyah(lslamic State West AfricBrovincelSWA) and operateswith
officialbacking of thdS.(Campbell, 2019; Zenn & Pieri, 2017)

Onemaindiscrepancy between treetwo factions is theidivergingview regarding
thetargetingoffellow Muslimsp  { KS {1 I dzQa y I NNEP $ealSskmayiditiiud 2y 2 F
part of the pureahl akSunnahas led to a broad application of the statéipostateand the
subsequent killing of mangrdinary Muslim civilians much to the contempt of some of his
followers (Campbell, 2019)Since the spliin 2016 Boko Haram continudseir strategy of
non-discrimination between civilians and governmaegificials or securitypersonne) while
ISWA targets mainly governmergntities and security forces. Additionally, ISWAas put
in some efforts into developing ties with local communities and even provides minimal social
servicesby providing Islamic education, minimal medical services amertain level of
protection. ISWAP thus shows hetfts and mind@approach towards the local population,

GSNE YdzOK Ay O2y (NI a&ad o6AdK (Z2rin2019;IBNdayY@a o NX;
Counterterrorism, 2019Amao, 2020)

5. Recruitment

Reasons to Join Boko Haram

Boko Haram members have oftdeen picturel asduneducated, school dreputs,
jobless youth, political thugs and students from low semtonomic backgroundgAghedo
& Osumah, 2012, p. 861puring the first years of Boko Haram, however, the grougddco
boasta number othighly educated businessmen and politicians amadingir membersand

supporters Butwhenthe Boko Haranwent underground in 20®@and becamamore brutal

12



andtheir violenceincreasinglyndiscriminatoy after the killing of Yusuythe support ofsuch
prominent andwealthyfigures wanedjuickly.

Much has been written about the reasons and motivasifor predominantly young
men to voluntarily join jihadi groug such as Boko Hararihe issue of radicalization is an
important factor in the recruitment process to such groups and has been discussed
extensively by scholarsas well However, going into the theoretical aspects of the
radicalization process and its underlying reasons wgoltheyond the scope of this paper.

Thesocioecoromic and politicalenvironmentof northern Nigeria provides a fertile
ground forthe recruitment of young people to the ranks of Boko Haram. High levels of youth
unemployment,extreme poverty, lastinggovernment corruptionlack ofeducationand a
sense ofeligiousand ethnic exclusioprovide importantreasondor frustrationand a sense
of hopelessness the (young)population Boko Haramexploitsexactly such factors when
convincing potential recruits to join thefight for the greater good(Zenn, Bekindo, & A
Heras, 2013Botha & Abdile, 201,90menma, Hendricks, & Ajaebili, 202Dnuoha F. C.,
2014)

Religion plays a key role in the recruitment and radicalizgirmcessof Boko Haram
members.This can either benanifestedfor examplein the recruit€vish to becomea more
devoutMuslimor the promise of paradisfor martyrs Furthermore,there is ageneralsense
of economic and politicaharginalization of the Muslimopulationin the rorth, as compared
to the Christian soutlof Nigeria In combination with the harshness of everyday life, the
religious call of Boko Haram can be attractive for yandgidualswithout perspectiveBoko
Haram furthermore useropaganda by the ded@s an instrument to persuade people to
join; through public executions and bedadings of apostates, the group instills fear in those
watchingand sometimesgives them he choice of either joining awuffering the same fate
of being killed (Botha & Abdile, 209Dmenma, Hendricks, & Ajaebili, 2020)

Another important reason to join Boko Haram cited by Botha and Abdile (2019), is
the sense of belonging and identity the group providéspecially for young people who
experienced a difficult upbringingithin a weak family structure, this sense of belonging can
be a reason to join a group such as Boko Har&avenge for state repression and the
excessive use of forcabuse andorutality by the NigerianArmed Forces provides another

motivation to join the group. This can be seen in the drastic escalation®fl 2 | | NJ Y Qa
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violence after thekilling of Yusuf and hundreds of suspected Boko Haram members in 2009.

(Botha & Abdile, 201®Dnuoha F. C., 2014)

Besides attracting recruits through their religious messagetangroviding a sense
of belonging and identityBoko Haram also offers financial incentivegir members.This
can be in form of a monthly salary, free Islamic education or informal jbibs.groupis
reported to specifically pay womefor their servicesas weapons carriersas they tend to
experence less scrutiny by security forces and can hide weapons undertthéitional
clothes.(Omenma, Hendricks, & Ajaebili, 2020)

The Almaijiri

A notable feature of the social sphere in (northern) Nigeria aredh&jirai. Almajiri,
in its broad interpretation, describes the children of the streets, the millions otireml
0S33IAYy3I Ay GKS &G NBémoreharrgv@nlniag di thedt@riidefer d  OA |
G2 dae2dzy3d o028a ¢K2 | G4GSYyR { NEl&a df snahda adzaf A
teacher and Islamic schokfHansen, 2016, p. 83foming from rural areas, these boys are
sent by their parentdnto the custody ofan Islamic teacher in a city at a young age
sometimesas early asour yearsold. Some @rents act this way for spiritual reasons, hoping
that their kid might gain credit from Allah by receiving Quranic educaBohin many cases
the reason is povertyparents who cannot provide for theawn childrenhopethat Allah will
take better care othem when theirchild studies under analam Studyingin atraditional
Quranic schoalnder amalamincludes the memorization of the Qurabut also beggintpr
food and moneyn the streets Manystudents ardinanciall exploited by theimalams, who
expropriate them partly or fully of the money they collentthe streets Estimates count
more than 8.5 milliorAImajiraiin northern Nigeriawhich presentsa vast recruiting pool for
Boko Haram(Hansen, 2016)

Some sholarly literature suggests that ttebass oAlmajiraiprovidesa steady stream
of recruits to Boko HaranTheir sociallyand economicallyextremelydire situation makes
these young boyparticularlyvulnerable to the fferingsof Boko HaramBokoHaramin turn
successfullgapitalizes onthe vulnerability of thislesperate and poosocial classvho finds
itself at the bdtom of the social hierarchyn their efforts to recruit newfoot soldiers But
while many Almajirai might find their way into the ranks of Boko Haram, the direct

connection and correlation between themdsbated Some scholars find a direct connection
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between Quranic schools and Boko Harghkinola, 2015)while ohersblame ¥conomic
deprivatiortin general for their accession to the gro(fdansen, 2016)and¢ in a different
approach¢ Hoechnerfindsin her research thaflmajiraiare subject topopularaccusations
regardingBoko Haram membership aradstigma of violenceandthat they are often used
as convenientscapegoat without any means to defend themselvegainstsuch claims
Hoechnerrefutes the claim thatAlmajirai are particularly prone to become Boko Haram
memberswith the argument thatno empirical evidence to the claim that Quranic schools
LINE @A R&NoaTK2SR RIS NE T 2 bin beFourgl(HoethNdr, 014)

Ethnicity and Tribes within Boko Haram

Nigeria is composed of more tharb@ ethnic groups, speaking over 500 different
languages. Northern Nigeria is populated mainly by Hausa and Fulani ethnic groups, which
are also fairly represented in Boko Haram. The Kanuri, the ethnicity Shekau belongs to, are
the predominant ethnic groupn Borno stateand represent with ca. 80% the majority of
212 11N YQA Y SnaeS é& KahurddormCtheNdiak Saic group in
neighboring Chad, Cameroon in Niger; Boko Haram has found a fertile recruiting base in the
Kanuri population in Cameroon. Shekau has been accused of favoritism towards his own
ethnic group by selecting mainly nonl y dzNXA Q& F2NJ adzA OARS YA aaaAzy
other ethical groups in Boko Haram. This tribal alienation was manifested in that many of the
members who split from Boko Haram with Ansar2012reportedly belongdto the Hausa

and Fulanethnicity. (Zenn, Barkindo, & A Heras, 20Rgbiboa D. E., 201Zenn, 2014)

Recruitment Whereand How

As opposed to the online recruitment methogsevalent in thelS, Boko Haram
recruitsthe majority oftheir members in the traditional wafOmenma, Hendricks, & Ajaebili,
2020) The main recruiting grounds are religious institutipmosquesand religious schools.
Mosques are an ideal location to identify potential members alst provide glatform for
imams to spread the ideology doko Haram andihad. Another important area for
recruitment is the immediate social ciroté potential candidates Especially in the case of
femalerecruits the concept ofisterhoodsstands out, vinere young womerare connected
to the principles ofSalafi jihadismAnd lastly, recruitmenbf new members also happens

within families Members whowere recruited by relativestend to showenhancedevels of
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loyaltyto Boko Haranthanks toclosefamiliarties within the group(Botha & Abdile, 2019
Omenna, Hendricks, & Ajaebili, 2020)

Popular Support and Forced Conscription

With time, Boko Haram has lost a lot of popular suppoendwith it the support of
their recruitment base¢ due to the shortsighted strategy of Shekau to indiscriminately
targetthe civil populationfrom whichthe groupderivedtheir members The tollthe brutal
activitiesand crimesof Boko Haramhave taken on the local populatiorover the years
resulted inincreasing alienation ansluspicion towards the groujpt thushas becomne more
and more difficult to recruit people voluntarily jointhe ranks of Boko Haram and the group
increasingly relies on violemécruitmentand forceal conscription (Omenma, Hendricks, &
Ajaebili, 2020Mahmood & Ani, 2018)

Forcedconscriptionoften happens by abduction ahdividuak. Asdescribedin the
section Wlodus Operandp Boko Haram uses male and female individuals alikehfeir
operations.The Chibok kidnapping brought international attention tastphenomenon, but
Boko Haram had started abduction of yaumgirls already in 2013, in the beginning as
bargaining chips fotJNJ & 2eycBaNgs énd later to take part in terrorist activitiedy
today, thousands of girls have been kidnapped by the grewen with the majority of
incidents going unreportedSimlarly, Boko Haram also abducts thousands of teenage boy
and has then $e-educatedin Quranic schools to make them reatdyfight thejihad. These
untrained boys are often used fortelligence gathering aio overwhelm security forces in a
first attackwave on villages or military post&Zenn, 2014Weeraratne, 2017 Omenma,
Hendricks, & Ajaebili, 2020)

Exact numbers regarding the manpower of Boko Haram are hard to come by and
SAaGAYlIGSa OFy 06S F2dzyR y@sgKSNE 0SCTHBBEY | NP d:
News, 2016} Y R p (Zedm 20A4nembers.

6. Funding

Investigating thefinancial streans of a regionalterror organization such as Boko
Haram is a complicated enterprise, as miosiding activitiesake place outside of the official
financial system. Boko Haram so far has been highly successhdiimgthe efforts of the
Nigerian government tdisruptor cut offi K S 3 imZndzigi©t@amsndhasmanagedo

raisetens of millions of USdollars sinceheir emergence in 2002 212 | I NI YQa Fdz
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structure and instruments have changed and evolved over tadapting to theenvironment
the group is operating ir(Rock, 2016)

Under the leadership olvusuf, Boko Haram reliedmong other sourceson a
membership feef 100 Naira@.80 USPa dayfor the basidinancial sustenancef the group
This tool of funding was abandoné&y Shekawaround 2012 Furthermore, the group used
to cultivate a system ofmicrofinancing for small businesses as an additional source of
funding. In this system, hte profits generated bybusinesses which were openeda a
microloan issued byBoko Haram would be channeled baako the organization.
Microfinancing seemed to be r@-emerging trend in 2018efore Boko Haram became an
underground organization, it couldlso count on donations of wealthy memberand
government officials(Onuoha F. C., 201Rock, 2016Zenn, 2014Comolli, 2015)

Over the years, Boko Haram has diversiftegir sources of income anldas come to

rely on multiple streams of funding.

Kidnapping foRansom
Kidnapping for ransom has played an important role in the funding of Boko Haram.
In a sting of abductions the group hascollected ransora amounting to millions oUS
dollars In February 2013, Boko Haram abducted a French family in Cameroon and received
ca. USD3.14 millionransom payment for the release of the familyln 2014,the group
abducted aFrenchpriest (in coordination with Ansaruand releasd him weeks later in
exchange for a mulmillion dollar payment and the release ofBoko Haramaffiliated
weapons traffickeZenn, 2014)Kidnapping of higiprofile Nigerians proed profitable as
well, with an estimated USD million per abducted person paid for ranso.notable
example ofa high-profile kidnapping is the abduction of Dr Alli Shettima Monguno, who
served as Petroleum Minister and head of ORIBG was released aftefour days after
payment of several milion naird&. KSy . 212 |1 IFNIY |06RdzOGSR (KS
RSLJzi& LINAYS YAYA&UGSNIIYyR | £20Ff € SIFRSNI gAl
for their release and tht of ten Chinese engineers who had bekidnappedin a different
instance. Furthermore, the abduction of local eldeend Nigerian businessmen, which
separatelymight notresult inthe paymentof millions per victimfogether still amount toa
substantialstream of income for BakHaram.(Rock,2016 Comolli, 2015Kidnappings of

hundreds or even thousandsrdinarycitizens withoutany special monetary meangsultin
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ransompaymentsin the range of USBRn Qnnn G2 | { 5 andalSoaddrito tHeS NI O A C

income of the group(Pham, 2016)

BankRobberies

Bank robberies have been another pillar of Boko Harams fun@ietgveen2010 to
2013, Boko Haram carried obtindredsof bank robberiesmostly in the states of Borno,
Yobe and Adamawa. This enterprise resuliedan influx of estimated 987 million naira
(USD6 million). TheBollectedXunds were distributed between among the robbers, the
widows of killed jihadists, the poor and charity, and the Boko Haram leaderAftigr.
President Jonathamleclareda state & emergency ovemnorthern Nigeria in 2013, bank
robberies became less frequertiut they remain a important source oincome for theBoko

Haram (Comolli, 2015)

Extortionand Looting

Extortion and lootingoresent another source of income for Boko Hardrhe group
extorts businessmenpoliticians andegular citizensby threateningto harm thevictim or
membersoftsT | YA f &8 A F alspeSfiamaust Arother tyfle 8f extortion is money
demanded fran business ownerand politiciansn exchange for protectionnder the threat
of violenceand attackdf the money is not paid-orexample the governors of Bauchi state
and Kano state areeported to regularlyhave paid protection fees to Boko Harao that
their states would be spared from attacks by the gro(fttah, 2019;Comolli, 2015Rock,
2016)

Boko Harammakesuse of village raids to loot resources fraine population besides
the killing of people and destruction of infrastructumong otherthings, tie group steals
livestock and food from village¥/hether Boko Haram uses these resources for themselves
or sells them for profit remains uncleafhe inability of the Nigerian army to protect its
citizens makes them easy prey for Bdkaram The® looting tours put a economicstrain
on a population which islreadysuffering froma humanitarian crisis(Mahmood & Ani,

2018)

CattleRustling
Cattle rustling habecome a majosource of income for Boko Haram. Cattletling
is a form of rural organized crime, where cattle is stolen under the use of violence or the

threat thereof. The stolen cattler products like meat and animal skin is sold for profit
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usually oralocal market whiclisgeographically distant from thglace the cattlevere stolen
from. Cattle rustlings estimated taesult inmillions ofUSdollarsof profit. Boko Haram has
been involved in thignterprisesince 2013, with an upward trend being noticed in the last

years. The increasing scope of the problem has led toetfmporaryclosing otcattle markets

in Borno state in March 201@stimates state thaso farmc dQnnn O264& YR co

goats and shee have fallen victim teattle rustling by Boko HararRock, 2016Mahmood
& Ani, 2018)

Illicit Trafficking
Boko Haram reportedly is engaged in other forms of criminal activities, such as drugs,
human and weapons trafficking. Whether Boko Haram doesrtféicking for their own use

or in order to generate revenue is not clear at this po{Mahmood & Ani, 2018)

ExternalFunding

Boko Haram has received substantial financial contributions from external
organizations in severahstances. In 2002, Osama Bin Laden transferred USD 3 million to
Nigeria for distribution among various groups. Boko Haram reportedly received a substantial
share of this amouniAttah, 2019Rock, 2016Further paymentd®y Al Qaidaand AQIM took
place acording to the U.S. Treasury Department. Nigerian intelligence state the donation of
'{5 HpnQnnn FNRBY !vLa AY HAMM | a | LINRARYI NE
support from AQIM has declined tonsubstantialamounts over the yearsThe 3 NB dzLJa Q
alignment withthe 1Sin 2015does not seem to have materializednrajor financial support
to Boko Haram in the period until the split of ISWAP in 20R6ck, 2016Zenn, Barkindo, &
A Heras, 2013)

7. Use of Social Media

Like other terror groups, B Haram makes use of thew possibilitiesoffered by
social media. However, whildhe IS has achieved fame for its highly professianadia
O2y G4 Syidz . \#dpdd arémodtlyciidedand unsophisticated. Furthermore, Boko
Haram hardly uses social nmeadas a tool tcengage with andecruit new members, but
mostly to propagatetheir messageand to publicizeand celebrateattacks andoperational

successesSocial mediais also instrumentalized for the organization of attacks and
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communication between Bak Haram members, for exampltrrough the encrypted
Welegraniservice (Akwen, Moorthy, & Daud, 202&RAND , 2018)

The propaganda of Boko Haram does not piimarily at generatingsupport for the
movement butis intended to instill fear in the populatiorand the armed forcesnd to
discredit the government of Nigeridte firstgoalis achieved by demonstrating the strength
and brutality of Boko Haram for exampléhrough the display ofii K S 3 BkRedal & Q
sophisticated weaponryn videos by portrayingthe group as a professional military; by
publicizingon-going or recent attacks and operational victories; andshgwingimagesof
the beheading of hostagesdof attacks on villageg hroughtheir propaganda, Boko Haram
paints a picturghat their victory is inevitableand thatthe groupis superior to the Nigerian
armed forces¢ KS aSO02yR AY 2F . 212 | FNIYQa LINZLI 3|
and to demonstrate that it is untruthfuhnd weak. When the group abducted the Chibok
girls, the goernment of PresidentJonathanfirst denied the abduction and people close to
PresidentJonathan labeled it as‘#bricated storgand Yake new€Shekau therpublished
a video showing the captured girend successfullyused the opportunity to proof the
untruthfulness of the Nigerian governmenA similar story happened when Boko Haram
downed a Nigeriamir forcejet and the government denied the incident until Boko Haram
published a video showing the wreckage of the airplane and the captured pdbHaram
capitalizes on the fact that the government and its security forces are not able to protect the
Nigerian citizenérom Boko Haranand uses thisact in their propagandaby portraying the
government as weak and the Nigerian soldiers as cowards anthpetents.(RAND , 2018
Ogbondah & Agbese, 2018)

The role of the personaof 2 1 2 | | NJ Sheékaun thé prap&yatida of Boko
Haramdeserves some attentio, KS{ I dzQa @A RS2 YSaal 3Sa F2Nxy
| ' NI} YQ&a LINE Lllin=his ¢gxiehsiveSspebchdsIShettau threatknther attacks,
explains his ideology, including his opposition to the government, democracy and the west
and justifies Boko Hara@ & | (i With Gid radic& interpretation of IslanHe also uses
theseappearances to showcase theophisticated equipment and weaponiry the hands of
Boko HaramBy means of propaganda vide@®any of them are available on Youtupe)
Shekau over the yeatsmscreated an imagand reputationof his persona to be invincible

and unpralictable. The government of Nigeriseveral timeslaimedthe death ofShekau.
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But each time, Shekau gave a comeback on vigexving once more to the Nigerian people
that their government idyingto them andreinforcing his image of invincibilifpgbondah &
Agbese, 2018)

8. Modus Operandi

Since the beginning of their activities, Boko Haram engaged in asymmetric warfare
and guerilla tactics tweachtheir goals During the first years, attacks focused mostly on
violenceagainst government institutions, military installations and violent confrontations
with security forces and the police. During this time, machine guns were the main weapons
usedby Boko HaranfPricopi, 2016)Over the years, 8 I NR dzLJa Q G OG A O&a S g2 ¢
more lethal and the modes of attacks more sophisticat@avolving modern weaponry and
equipmentd ! Y RSNJ { KS1 I dzQa f S| R SiN#iK Nigeia andZy the | | NI Y
year 2016the groupwas designated thevorldQ deadliest terrorist grougased onto the
number of people killethy them(Zenn, 2017)

Target selection of Boko Haram evolved in three phases. The first phase, mainly under
Yusuf, involved mostly the targeting of military installations and the security body, as stated
above. In a second phase, when Shekau took over in 2010, the gtaxpd focusing on
specific targeting of educational institutions, political figures, traditional leaders and
/| KNAAGALFY O2YYdzyAGAS&ad 5dzNAy3a GKS tFad &St
increasinglyindiscriminatory, shifting from specific targeting towda broad attacks on
civiliansin a general campaign of terror against the Nigerian population and unbelievers
(Weeraratne, 2017)

Raidson Towns andvillages

One tactic which Boko Haram uspeevalently until today israiding towns and
villages not only in Nigeria but also in neighboring Cameroon, Chad and. Rigiels can take
place both during day and night and differ vastly in their extent. Some raids are conducted
by a handful of Boko Haram fighters, equipped with guns. In other cases, hundreds of them
attack a village or town, supported by tankRPGsand ant-aircraft missiles and killing
hundreds of people within a few hour some raids, specifically identified individuals are
assassinated. In other cases, Boko Haram indiscriminately kills or abducts people from
villages, looting and robbing their housasd damaging or destroying critical infrastructure

of these communities. Sometimes people are given the choice between joining the group or
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being killed on the spot. Thousands of civilians have been killed in such raids or forced to flee

their homes.(Amnesty International, 2015; Pricopi, 201Buring 20142015,theseattacks
happened on a daily bastsbut until today, the newgapersare filled with reports of such

incidents

Raids orMilitary and SecurityCompounds

In a similar manner to raids on towns and villages, Boko Hatttawcks military and
security bases. The effedf such raidsis twofold: firstly, killing soldiers and security
personnel or causing them to flee demoralizes and weakens the military and tgecuri
apparatus scondly, theweaponsandgearBoko Haranseizesn suchraidsmake up part of

the substantial armgortfolio and equipmenbf the group

Abductions

With the 2014 kidnapping of the Chibok girls, Boko Haram gained global attention
and achieved dubious fame. However, this incident was only one in a systemic campaign of
abductions since 2013. Initially, abductions were a measure to take revenge for the
detainment of wives and children of Boko Haram militants by security forces.-Mass
detentions of (female)family members of Boko Haram fighteage a common government

measure in the fight against the group, which turned out to have a strong impact on Boko

Il ' NI YQa &GN} GS3eé |yR NBalLkRyaSeo ¢KS O LI dzNR

retaliation, which later would be used as bargaining chips for the release of detained Boko
Haram women, evolved into a vicious circle of reciprocal abductioersn & Pearson, 2014)

But the leadership of Boko Haram soon cataerecognize the multiplgourposes
kidnappings could be used foand abductions for ransom became a reliable source of
income for the group. To that end, foreigners, often businessmen, are targeted in
kidnappings under demand of the payment of large sfmnsansom. But not only foreigners
fall victim to that tactic, also Nigerian families are pressed for ransom, although smaller
amounts, in order to release captured relatives. Additionally, kidnappings are used as
bargaining leverage or d@sol for the forced recruitment of new membersKidnapped girls
are sold as sex slaves, forced into marriage with fighters or used in terrorist attacks, for
example as suicide bombers. By today, abductions have become an integral part of the
3 NP dzLJa Q(Wasdiakiing] S0A7@The number of abducted persorsunclear, but likely
to be in the thousandgCampbell, 2020)
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Suicide Bombings

In 2011, Boko Haram added suicide bombings as a new tacttheio violent
repertoire and by 2020 has committed hundreds of suicide attacks in Nigeria, Cameroon,
Niger and Chad 6 A 0 K b A 3 SSNRAGIQ ANByRANIYK 6 S NAyYy 3 (GKS f A2
casualties. The suicide bombings target civilians, security forces, podticalreligious
institutions (Global Terrorism Database, n.2P15 marked a peak with 114 suicide attacks,
amounting in 1989 fatalitie@Campbell & Harwood, 2018 efore 2011, suicide attacks wee
absent in West Africa and Nigeria. AQIM and Al Shahab provided critical knowledge and
training to Boko Haram operativeZenn finds evidence for this in the fact that Boko Haram
did not go through a trial and error phase in the beginning, but immetliates proficient
in carrying out suicide attackshanksto proper instruction and trainindZenn, 2017)
Differentauthors statefor example that Mamman Nur, the mastermibéhindthe first two
suicide bombings of Boko Haram, the 2011 attacks on Nigerian Federal Police headquarters
and the United Nations headquarters, has been trained by AQIM and Al Shahab. The reasons
T2 NJ . 21 Zadoptiorot sMi€dé bombings as a main instrent in attackscan, inter
alia, be found in thesimplefact that suicide bombings tend to do the job: suicide bombings
are effective in spreading terror among the targeted populatibistorical examples also
show thatsuchattacks are an efficient tool tmfluence government decisions and policies.
Besides effectiveness, suicitbtembingsare costefficient and therefore an ideal tool in
asymmetric warfare for an organization with limited financial means facing a government
security apparatu$Warner & Matfess, 2017)

Research of Warner and Matfess (2017) describes one notable feature of Boko
| I NI YQa&a lirdeider@y t& lMunah Knfed attacksy sending bombers in pairs or in
groups to their targeting destinations. Thiseges to be the case more often with female
suicide bombers. Theotivationsfor this tactic are notll clear. By pairing bombers, the
destructive effect of the attacks might be enhanced; another logic is that the commitment
of one bomber to detonate willsve tostrengthenthe other€rommitment to the attacka
third reason could be théigher death toll achieved bgetonation ofthe second bomb in
the crowd gathering around the victims of the first detonation.

Despite the prominent use of suicide bombg# Boko Haram is not particularly
STFFSOUAPS Ay FFSOGAYI Yl aa OladzaftiarsSad . 219 :
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detonate their bombs due to a variety of reasons such as a technical failure of the bomb,

voluntary surrendenf the attackerto the police or arrest by security forces. However, when
they detonate, they tend to kill and injure fewer people than it is the case in other terrorist
groups. The group has a comparatively Idwccess rat@vith 8.1 people killed per attack,

or due to dten linked attacks, 4.5 killings per bomber, compavéth a substantially higher
average of 11 in other groups (Moghadam cited in Warner & Matfess, 2017). In the same
vein, the number of people injured per attareelatively low in comparison with the global
average The most efficient suicide bombers of Boko Haemchildren and teenagers with

an average of 9.4 killings per attack. The percentage of fatalities caudgdkioyHaranby
suicide bombers wasverallrelatively low with 21.5% by June 2Q&g€cording to the Quncil

on Foreign Relationg§Warner & Matfess, 2017)

Ly GKS o0A3 LAOGM:NBTI . 212 |1 FNrYQa Fadl O
emphasis of opposition to westerrdacation and Christianity. Mucbn the contrary, the
biggest bulk of attacks go against civilian targets such as markets, bus stopanapsl for
internally displaced persor(DPsY g A 1 K2dzi O2Yy&aARSNI GA2Yy 2F (GKS
Additionally, only a small portion of suicide attacks target educational institutions. Roughly
20% of the targets were religious institutions, with Islamic institutions being targeted more
often than Christian institutions. This surprising fact might be based onNi# dzLJQa Yy I NNZR
conceptwho is a Wue MuslimQ rendering everyone else an apostate and therefore a
legitimate target. Governmental institutions, often military and police stations or
checkpoints, make for 21.1% of all suicide atta(k&rner & Matfess, 2017)

The targets of suicide bombings changed over time. During the 2011 and 2012, Boko
Haram indeed focused on governmental institutions and Christian institutions in Borno as
targets for suicide bombings, much accordingto theljdzLIQ&d A RS2t 238 T RdzNR Y
suicide bombers were exclusively male. In 2014, the group for the first time attacked an
educational institution by means of a suicide bomber and the targeting of markets and other
locations frequented by civiliangecame more prevalent. Civilians targets were attacked
mostly by female and children suicide bombers. The group expatitkd targets from
Borno state into broader (northern) Nigeria and in the following the years also into Chad,

Cameroon and Niger. Tlyear 2015 marked the first suicide attack on an IDP camp.

Use of Women and Children as Suicide Bombers
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On June 8, 2014, Boko Haram deplottear first female suicide bomber, when a girl
blew herself and a soldier up in Bauchi Sigdeam, Arua, & Otu, 2018 a disturbing trend
of equality, the number of female suicide bombésgrown over the years, as hundreds of
women and girls have been instrumentalized as smart weapons, outstripping the use of
womenor suicide attacksyoany other terrorist organization by far. By 2017, more than half
2F . 212 1 FNIYQa &dzA OARS | (i femalethidres(@/aiier &S E S O dzi
Matfess, 2017) Children as young as seven years old are instrumentalizesuiagle
bombers, some detonating the IEDs themselves, while in other cases this is done remotely
possibly withoutéi K S pribrRédoRledge (Akanji, 2015) Kidnappings and abductions
provide a steady stream of new female andhor candidatesfor suicide bombings. Most
women and children are coerced into taking part in these attacks by extreme indoctrination,
use of drugs or brainwashirf@ampbell, 2020)

While other terrorist groups, such as tff@mil Tigers or the Cheaheebels, have
used women as suicide bombers in the past, the prevalence of their instrumentalization as
suicide bombers by Boko Haram is unpreceden{dham, Arua, & Otu, 2018)By
February2018, 469 fenale suicide bombers have been deployed in 240 (attempted) attacks,
killing more than 200 peopldn Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Camerdg®earson & Zenn, 2018)
Several strategic advantages can be found in the use of femaletgldden suicide bombers:
first, the use of women and children in suicide attacks has an enhanced propaganda effect
and amplifies fear, ensuring broader attention by the media thanks to a gré#iteck valu@
second, women and children tend to be lessusioized by security forces, due to an
unwillingness on part of theostlymale security personnel to search them based on cultural
ASYaArAldA@AGASE G2 KINXY | gygchiSrgh@fierescaps@idyo @ & St
as a result ola generalassumption of innocence towards childreomen and children
therefore have easier access to their target locations. Additionally, traditignalY Sy Q &
costumes such as the hijab, facilitate the concealment of bombs. In some cases, women
have disguised themseds as pregnant in order to hide explosivdsrd, by using female
suicide bombers, male lines of leadership do not get disrupted; fourth, resorting to female
suicide bombers can also be a measure of desperation amidst a shortage of male recruits in
militant organizations; and finally, female suicide bombers can have the effect of shaming

males into fighting(Nnam, Arua, & Otu, 2018)
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It can be argued that Boko Haram uses female suicide bondmedy fortactically
0 K Saapitdi2 of théir martyrdom as a religious deed and
R 2 yeRuaethemtod 2 O A Blé m& &l Their names are rarely published by the press

opportunistic reasong; a

and they do not achieve the status of celebratgbster girl€ By coercing and forcing
women and children to execute suicide attacks, the glorified narrative of voluntary
martyrdom loses its meanin@Pearson & Zenn, 2018)

Warner and Matfes§2017)have found that female and children suicide bombers are
predominantly used to attack civilian targets, such as bus stations, markets, or going after
the most vulnerable by targetingamps forIDPs. Male suicide bombers on the other hand
focus on Christian ahgovernmental institutiongPearson & Zenn, 2018)he feminization
of terror by Boko Haranthus represents a twofold threat tdemale civilians by targeting
them in public places and additionally putting them at risk to bevillmgly deployed as

bombers (Warner & Matfess, 2017; Nnam, Arua, & Otu, 2018)
9. SignificantEvents andAttacks

Over the years, Boko Haram has conducted hundreds of attacks, killing thousands of
people.The below list bmajor events and attacks providasough overview over theimain

activities since009

July 2009 Yusuf and ca. 1000 Boko Haram members are killed in clashe
the police

September 2010 | Boko Haram reemerges under Shekau; frees members from Ba
prison

June 2011 First suicide bombing in attack on police headquarters in Abuja

August 2011 Suicide bomb attaclon the UN headquarters in Abuja gives t

conflict an international dimensiqr23 people killed

December 2011

Christmas Day attack on Sairheresa church in Madalkills 42

January 2012 Emergence of Ansaru offshoot

May 2013 Declaration of state of emergency over Northern NigdBarno,
Yobe and Adamawa state®stablishment of CJITF

November 2013 US designates Boko Haram as Foreignofist Organization FTO

April 2014 Chibok abductiomringsglobal attentionto Boko Haram

from Mid 2014

Territorial expansion and control
humanitarian crisis

by Boko Haram; start

June 2014

First female suicide bomber is deployed

August 2014

Shekauweclares caliphate in Northern Nigeria

26



February 2015 Start of military offensive against Boko Hardirst attacks in Nige
and Chad

January 2015 Attacks on Baga and Dorno Baga (Borno state) result in ca.
killed people

March 2015 Shekau pledges aljiance tahe IS

August 2016 Split Boko Haram and ISWAP

(SourcesMapping Militant Organizations, 201Bureau of Counterterrorism, 2020
ISS Institute for Security Studiésybiboa D. E., 20)4

Attacks in 2020

As of July 27, 2020, Boko Haram has carried out 28 attacks against civilians since the
beginning of the year. 23 attacks happened in Nigdvia, in Niger,two in Cameroon and
onein Chad. 204 civiliansere killedin these attacksTwo attacks were suicide bombings,
of which onetandem attackkilled 10 people; in the second attack, the bomber only killed
herself(data: Campbell, 2020 Most people were killed in village raids by Boko Haram and
in some road ambushed he deadliestissaultthis year took place on Junéh"9when 81
civilians, including women and children, were killed in a raicamilagein Gubiq Borno
state. Seven people were abductadd about 1200 cattle and camels were sto(&guters,
202Q Musa, 2020)Another grave attack was conducted BgkoHaram on February 10on
the village AunpBorno state, when the group killed 30 civilians and abducted women and
children(The Punch, 202®Reuters, 2020)

[IILCOUNTER TERRORISM STRATEGIES

1. Overview

The response to Boko Haram by Nigeria and the othertaffiestateshas not brought
about the end of the terrorist organization, although this cldias beenmade onseveral
occasions byariousofficials.Despite éforts towards that endoy various different actorsn
different levelsover the course of thdast decade Boko Haram is still operational and

wreaking havoc in the Lake Chad Basin
2. National Counter Offensives

On the national levethe Nigerian Armed Forceg¢in cooperation with other Nigerian

security forcessuch as the policestate security, et) have mounted several counter
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offensives tocontain and fighthe threatemanatingfrom Boko HaramWhile the army has
been successful ire-capturing most of the territorieenceheld by the terror groupBoko
Haram is still successfully operating fraheir stronghold in the Sambisa forest and no
comprehensivelefeatof the grouphas been achieve@ahmood & Ani, 2018Additionally,
grave human rights abuses by the Nigerian military towards civilians and (suspected) Boko
Haram memberdavedestroyedthe trust of the populationtowards themilitary; Amnesty
International (2015)reports war crimes such as extrajudicial execution of more tH@AaL
people, deaths in custody of at leas@@0 people,mass arbitrary arrests andnlawful
RSGSyiliAzy 27F | lplubniahy&nforceddiQappearantdSshd foriBEsides
havingthe counterproductive effectof further radicalizing Boko Hararthesewar crimes
brought abouta situationwhere civilianschoosenot to cooperate with thesecurity forces
andabstainfrom informingthem about Boko Haram activitieas they fear boththe security
forces and Boko Haramqually(Banini, 2019)

Patronage politics andeep reaching corruptiom the Nigeriandefense sectohave
substantiallympaired the ability of the army to battle Boko HaraResultingnilitary failures
and high casualty numberdsave F ¥ SO0 SR niokks andF |12didQiSs&rions and
soldiers simply dropping their weapons andfleeing when under attack as they are
underequipped,outnumberedand undertrainedand thus unablgo successfullyconfront
Boko HaramSoldies report frequent failure of equipmenandinadequate bodyarmorand
they complain that theyare underfed overstretchedand sometimes not paid for weeks
While the Nigeriandefensebudget has growrsubstantiallyover the years, little of the
allocated moneyhastranslated intoa bettering of the security situatig due todiversion of
security money into the pockets of generatstead of adequate investment in equipment
and training of troopgBanini, 2019Bappah, 2016Amao, 2020)

Besides largscale military offensivedyligeria has with some success implernssh
various measures in order wontain. 212 | I NI YQad | OGAQGAGASaAD | Y2
and checkpoints, cordon and search operations, raids on suspected hideouts and the
installation ofcivil selfdefensemilitias (Civilian Joint Task Forc@)T); who complement the
military activities.The cooperation with CJTigilante group$as increased the efficiency of
military activitiesthanks to their deep knowledge of trgeographyand environmenbf the

areain which they livetheir familiarity with the local realitiesndtheir personalinterestin
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the local security and motivation to defeat Boko Harg@amah, 201;:9Dmenma & Hendricks,

2018)
3. Multinational Joint Task Forc®NJTF

While starting as a local problem in Nigeria, Boko Haratodiay operating in four
countries around Lake Chad and has evoinédla regional, collective security threttced
by Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Camero®he current version of theMNJTF was established in
20142015 in order to pool resources toaddress this comon threat through regional
cooperation between the affected state6. K S mMmMQnnn G NP 2 LJapagallel G KS
to the national armies of these countrieBhe main mandate of the MNJTF is the securing of
the borders between the participating countrigbereby preventing crossorders attacks
and cutting supply andescaperoutes; the task of battling Boko Harm inside tbeuntries is
left to the respectived (i | se@ufityiforcegAlbert, 2017) The International Crisis Grolnas
discussed the efficiency of the MNJTF in an extensive ré@d&0)and found that,while
reporting some successes, the effectstioK S a opétatdsare often shortlived, as
Boko Haram (and its factions) aartremely adaptable and able to regrogpicklyto mount
new attacksshortly after operations of the MNJTH he report also sees problems in the
reluctance of the national armies to cede command to the MNwEEheir unwillingnesgo
cooperate poor coordinationnand shortage of fundinghe respectivegoals of the countries
involvedare often not congruentwhile Nigeria is battling a fulllown insurgency in wide
parts of the country, Cameroon was mostly affectady in its borderarea and Cad has
concentrated on securing its supply routes ddght periodic skirmishes on the lake. This
situation leads to differing prioritieand objectives, thus complicatirgpherent action and
cooperationin the region(Internatioral Crisis Group, 2020)Vith ongoing bordeiconflicts
between the participating countriefNigeriaCameroon and Nigeri@had) there is és0 a
substantiallack of trust which impedes on successful military cooperation betwebe
countries On the practical level, he language barrier between English and France

exacerbates theabovementionedproblems.(Albert, 2017)

IV.CONCLUSION

After more than a decade of violence against civiliaBeko Harar® &errorist

activitieshave caused a severe humanitarian crisis in the Lake Chad Basin.demise has
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been claimed on several occasibg various peopleyet the group continues tonount
attacksin Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Camero®hereasons for thenability to put an end to

21 2 | actidtiescm@not be foundexclusivelyin the groupscapacity toquickly adapt
and regroup after setbacker intheir resiliencen the face othrowbacks other factors such
as high levels of corruption in the political and security bodiésNigerig grave socic
economic grievances of the population in northern Nigeria and the poor behavior of security
forcesare allelementswhich play into the hands of Boko Haranm order topresent a
sustainable solution,hte problem thus needs to be ddesseal not only on a military level,
but more comprehensively in the sphere of education, politics a&iild programs that help

fighting the ongoing poverty and end the humanitarian crisis inréggon.
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VIANNEX

BOKO HARAM 2020

Vera Bohm
ICT Internship
Dr. Liram Stenzler-Koblentz

IDEOLOGY

“Boko Haram”: western education is sinful

e under Yusuf: religious sect
o mostly clashes with government, security forces
o Nigerian state is illegitimate (democracy)
o against western values/culture/education
e under Shekau: jihadi-salafist terror group
o fundamentalist, puritanic undestanding of Islamic
o very narrow and radical definition of who is true believer; everyone else is target
o everyone who opposes BH ideology is an apostate
o targeting of Muslims

e goal: establishment of caliphate under sharia law in Nigeria
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GEOGRAPHIC REGION OF OPERATIONS |

started in Maiduguri, Borno state, Nigeria Boko Haram-Related Deaths
®  2013-2014: capture of territory and !
NIGER
establishment of caliphate in northern \
Nigeria 3 i
® 2015: coordinated offensive of MNJTF /
Multinational Joint Task Force (Nigeria, Eﬁ.? 5

Chad, Cameroon, Niger);
O  President Buhari December 2015: BH is

“technically defeated” X el FOREIGN -
s RELATIONS
® 2016: BH has lost 80% of territory, retreat
. . A e ——
into Sambisa forest o 1250 251500 501750 7511000 1000+

GEOGRAPHIC REGION OF OPERATIONS I

e BH retains stronghold and operation headquarters in Sambisa forest, despite

military offensives to oust them
o “The Sambisa forest hosts the organisational, operational, logistical and technical infrastructure of
Boko Haram, including its command, armoury, training, detention and execution camps,
landmines, artisanal bomb-making factories, prayer grounds, military and civilian supplies, loots,
and livestock.” (Okoli, 2019)

control of border with Cameroon

control of important streets
o increased isolation of Borno state by cutting off major road Maiduguri-Kano

e attacks in Nigeria, Niger, Chad and Cameroon
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE |

e clandestine organization, hard to establish facts about who is who

e decentralized structure of cells
o cells operate quite autonomous

o little reciprocal knowledge of plans and activities
e Shekau: spiritual leader and commander-in-chief; predominant in guiding actions

e Shura council of 30 members (maybe disbanded)

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE II

Generic command structure of Boko Haram factions in Lake Chad Basin

Structure is based on current understanding

‘ IMAM SHURA COUNCIL

Wali or governor Advises |

="

Fighters Departments

| | |

Qaid: 1012 district heads who govern three villages and voud gt Weaite |
command > 1 000 fighters. Replaced by best Munzir if they die PRIy P |

Munzir: Four Munzirs per village, Hisbah
Each commands 500 people - 250 fighters and 250 at home (morality and justice)

Nagib: In charge of 10-1 s each Public enlightenment Welfare ‘

I I = =

Amiir (Bulsma or ward head): Passes judgement Dawa
o gives orders to fighters (education)

Finance

Recruitment

Mahmood, O. S., & Ani, N. C. (2018)
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