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Introduction
The database team of the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) at IDC Herzliya
publishes a monthly report that provides a summary and analysis of terrorist attacks and counterterrorism operations that occurred during the previous month. Throughout 2013, we analyzed
approximately 500+ incidents, comprised of 300+ major terrorist incidents and approximately 200+
counter-terrorist incidents.1 The ICT database team analyzed major terrorist incidents in Asia,
Africa, Europe, the Middle East, Oceania and the United States, which included suicide attacks,
bombings, shootings, kidnappings, hostages, rockets and armed assaults. The attacks ranged from
attacks on civilian targets to attacks that specifically targeted government workers, embassies or
security services. Among such incidents, we noticed increased activity by Global Jihad linked
militants in countries such as Afghanistan, Egypt (Sinai Peninsula), Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan and Syria,
including a surge of militants from Europe attempting to join the activities of Syrian militants from
the Al-Nusra Front. There was also increased Hezbollah activity in Syria, which led to spillover
terrorist incidents particularly in the form of suicide bombings in neighboring Lebanon and Turkey.
Major counter-terrorist operations, including arrests and foiled terrorist plots, in Asia, Africa,
Europe, Middle East, Oceania and the United States were also analyzed.

Counter-terrorist

operations targeted ‘lone wolf’ militants and militant cells with ties to Hezbollah and Al-Qaeda and
its affiliated groups across Asia, Africa, Europe and the Middle East.
This report aims to identify patterns and trends of worldwide terrorist activity by examining
casualty figures; perpetrators; targets; organizations associated with each attack; the modus
operandi and weapons used; and sources of funding. It also identifies the regions where counterterrorist operations took place and seeks to establish how the threat was managed in that region;
whether it was through arrests and subsequent legal action, foiled attacks or intercepted
communications. The incidents mentioned in each report were added to over 35,000 previously
recorded terrorist and counter-terrorist incidents in the ICT open source intelligence database.
To access the full monthly Database reports for 2013, please follow the link on the ICT Web site.

1

According to the US State Department, a total of 9,707 terrorist attacks occurred worldwide in 2013,
resulting in over 17,800 deaths and over 32,500 injuries. It should be noted that since the ICT database team
tends to cover only significant attacks in ‘hotspot areas’, such as Iraq and Syria, and major incidents with
high casualty figures.
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Regional Overview
Table illustrates the total incidents per region reviewed by the ICT database team in 2013.
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*It should be noted that all the statistics in the tables in this report are based solely on the case studies
analyzed by the ICT database team that were added throughout the year to our Open Source Intelligence
Database. In regions such as the Middle East, Africa and Asia, many more attacks occurred than we were
able to analyze so the casualty figures released by organizations such as the US State Department, United
Nations and various media outlets, reflect the trends we have identified but the statistical data is not
identical. 2

Europe
In Europe, the majority of incidents that the ICT database team reviewed included foiled attacks,
arrests and subsequent legal action. In 2013, the ICT database team reviewed 57 significant
counter-terrorist incidents and 13 significant terrorist incidents. One of the most significant
terrorist incidents occurred on May 22 when British Army soldier, Drummer (Private) Lee Rigby of
the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, was brutally killed near the Royal Artillery Barracks in Woolwich,
southeast London, by Michael Adebolajo and Michael Adebowale.

2

For further statistical data see the US State Department Web site:
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/225043.pdf
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Significant counter-terrorist incidents included several cases in which European militants were
arrested as they attempted to join Al-Qaeda linked militants in Syria, as well as various foiled AlQaeda linked plots and cells throughout Europe, particularly in the UK, Germany, France and Spain.
Eastern Europe in general, and Russia’s Caucasus region in particular, served as a hotbed of terrorist
activity despite counter-terrorist operations that took place there throughout the year, particularly
during the latter part of 2013 in the lead-up to the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics.

Africa
In Africa, the majority of incidents that the ICT database team reviewed included terrorist incidents
of armed assaults, hijackings, bombings, car bombs, shootings and kidnappings. The Al-Shabab AlMujahideen attack on the Westgate Mall in Kenya in September was the most significant terrorist
incident targeting foreigners that occurred in this region during 2013. This attack was well planned
and coordinated, demonstrating Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen’s operational capabilities, and it
underscored the fact that the militant group remains a serious threat to the region. The ICT
database teams also reviewed 31 counter-terrorist incidents, including the arrests of significant
militants such as Abu Anas al-Libi, a suspected Al-Qaeda operative who was captured in Libya, and a
strike by US Special Forces that targeted Mohamed Abdikadir, a senior Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen
commander, at his seaside villa in the southern town of Baraawe, Somalia. Significant counterterrorist incidents in West Africa included the discovery of a Hezbollah cell and arms cache in Kano,
Nigeria in June. The United States also imposed sanctions on four Lebanese citizens, accusing them
of fundraising and recruiting on behalf of Hezbollah in West Africa. The four men were operating in
Sierra Leone, Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire and the Gambia. Boko Haram also demonstrated its operational
capabilities, particularly during the second half of 2013, during which time 1,224 people were killed
in Boko Haram related attacks between May-December, according to United Nations data.3
According to the incidents examined by the ICT database team, Boko Haram militants were

3

Al-Jazeera, “UN: Over 1,000 killed in Boko Haram attacks”, December 16, 2013. It should be noted the ICT
Database team recorded only major incidents carried out by Boko Haram during 2013 and, therefore, our
casualty figures do not correlate exactly with the UN figures; however, UN figures support the patterns and
trends identified by the ICT research team in terms of increased activity and sophistication demonstrated by
the organization, particularly during the second half of 2013.
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responsible for kidnappings, killings, bombings, and attacks on civilian and military targets in
northern Nigeria, resulting in over 400 casualties and the destruction of much property in 2013. The
group's ambitions ranged from the strict enforcement of shari’a law across the predominantly
Muslim northern region of Nigeria, to the total destruction of the Nigerian state and its
government. In 2013, Boko Haram’s primary modus operandi became more sophisticated and it
was reported to have financial and training links with militant groups in the Sahel region. It should
also be noted that Boko Haram increased its focus on smaller towns in northeastern Nigeria during
the second half of 2013 after the military drove many of its fighters out of Maiduguri, the capital of
Borno State, which had been the group's main base.

Middle East
In the Middle East, 137 terror attacks were reviewed by the ICT database team, making this the
region with the most terrorist activity and an epicenter of militant activity in 2013 as per our
database. This region suffered frequent terrorist incidents throughout the year, particularly in Arab
Spring countries such as Syria, Tunisia and Egypt. Attacks in Egypt mainly targeted security
personnel and government buildings both in Cairo and the Sinai Peninsula. Sinai and Gaza were
seen as a major ‘theaters of jihad’, as was Iraq. Both suicide attacks and car bombings occurred
almost daily in Iraq, although we covered only major incidents that resulted in large casualties.
Jihadist militant groups, mostly linked to Al-Qaeda, were active throughout this region, especially in
Iraq (the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham), Lebanon (Abdullah Azzam Brigades), Sinai (Ansar Beit
al-Maqdas and the Magles Shoura al-Mujahideen), Gaza (Islamic Jihad group), Syria, (Al-Nusra
Front), and Yemen (Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula). Syria continued to be a major ‘hot spot’ of
terrorist-related activity, with bombings and car bombings targeting government institutions
occurring on an almost daily basis. According to UN figures, more than 100,000 people were killed
in terrorist attacks in Syria by the end of 2013.4 While the ICT database team was only able to

4

Reuters, “Syria death toll hits nearly 126,000: monitoring group”, December 2, 2013. It should be noted
that the ICT Database team recorded only major incidents in Syria during 2013 and, therefore, our casualty
figures do not correlate exactly with the UN figures; however UN figures do support the patterns and trends
identified by the ICT research team in terms of increased use of suicide bombings that targeted government
facilities in the country.
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review the significant incidents that resulted in large casualty figures in Syria, our research
supported UN findings that the majority of attacks were suicide bombings that targeted
government facilities and mimicked similar attacks carried out by Al-Qaeda in Iraq and other Islamic
battle arenas. The bombers most commonly used suicide explosive vests strapped to their bodies.
Car and truck bombs laden with explosives were also used to cause mass casualties and widespread
carnage. It was also noted that towards the second half of the year, attacks became increasingly
sophisticated and the use of simultaneous bombers against high-value targets became frequent.
The two organizations that were most dominant during this time were the Al-Qaeda linked Al-Nusra
Front and its rival, the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS).
Thousands of foreign fighters traveled to Syria in order to join the fight against the Assad regime,
while Iran, Hezbollah, and other Shi’ite militias provided a broad range of critical support to the
regime. The Syrian conflict also enabled ISIS to expand its cross-border operations in Syria, which
resulted in a dramatic increase in attacks against Iraqi civilians and government targets in 2013. The
spillover of the Syrian war was seen in Lebanon and Turkey, with attacks in Lebanon becoming
more frequent during the second half of 2013 and mainly targeting the Hezbollah stronghold areas
of Beirut and the Bakka Valley. Another significant finding was that Sunni militant organizations in
the Middle East, particularly those operating in Syria, received significant financial aid from the Gulf
States.
In Israel and the West Bank, we noted a small increase in attacks by Hamas-linked militants and
Islamic Jihad militants, especially during the second half of the year. The ICT database team
reviewed 37 counter-terrorist incidents, the majority of which occurred in Israel and Egypt, and
noted major efforts by Egyptian authorities to tackle militant activity in the Sinai Peninsula. Israeli
authorities foiled multiple attacks and also discovered one of the largest Hamas smuggling tunnels
in October 2013.

Asia
In Asia, the ICT database team recorded 69 major terrorist incidents and 22 counter-terrorist
incidents, including arrests and foiled attacks. Afghanistan and Pakistan continued to be ‘hot spot’
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areas where terrorist attacks targeted both civilians and military/police/government personnel and
buildings throughout the year. The majority of terrorist activity was carried out by Taliban militants
in Afghanistan and by Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) militants in Pakistan. Both organizations
carried out bombings, car bombings, suicide attacks and mass armed assaults. Some of the most
significant terrorist attacks that took place in this region occurred in Pakistan in the lead-up to
political elections. In China, militant activity linked to Uigher Muslim militants often took place in
Xinjiang Province. The most significant terrorist incident was a car bombing in Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square on October 28.
The ICT database team also reviewed 22 counter-terrorist incidents, including arrests and targeted
killings via US air strikes, such as the targeted killing of senior Pakistani militant leader, Mullah
Nazir, in January in South Waziristan. Despite the killing of its leaders in drone attacks and military
operations carried out by Pakistani security forces, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) remained
the major source of instability in the country through its alliance with numerous militant groups.
Significant counter-terrorist incidents also occurred in Afghanistan, India, Indonesia, Nepal and the
Philippines. In Indonesia, one of the largest counter-terrorist raids ever to take place in the country
took place in May, in which a militant cell was uncovered that had been responsible for a spate of
attacks on police stations as well as a plot to target the Myanmar Embassy in Jakarta. The raid led
to the arrest of 13 suspects in Java. In the Philippines, kidnapping for extortion continued to be a
major threat to authorities in the country. Finally, in Thailand, Thai insurgent groups carried out
frequent attacks, particularly towards the second half of 2013. However, authorities have not
established any concrete links between these groups and other regional terrorist networks.

North America
In North America, Al-Qaeda and its affiliates continued to present a serious threat to the United
States in 2013. While there were no major attacks carried out by these groups, 22 US embassies in
the Middle East and North Africa were closed in August as a preventative measure taken by the
authorities after it was reported on August 6 that an intercepted communication between Al-Qaeda
chief, Ayman al-Zawahri, and the head of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), Nasser alWahishi, about plans for a major terrorist attack. The threat of lone terrorism was also significant as
In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
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highlighted by the April Boston Marathon Bombing, which was the most serious incident targeting
US civilians in 2013. Also of significance was an attempted attack to derail a VIA Rail passenger train
between Toronto and New York City.
In South America, the ICT database team recorded no terrorist incidents but noted five significant
counter-terrorist incidents, mainly through the arrests of militants and the prevention of narcoterrorism. According to the US State Department, there were no known operational cells of either
Al-Qaeda or Hezbollah in this region, although ideological sympathizers in South America provided
financial and ideological support to those and other terrorist groups in the Middle East and South
Asia.5 One significant case highlighted by the ICT database team was the January 24 arrest of
Wassim el Abd Fadel, a Lebanese with Paraguayan citizenship, who was detained in Paraguay on
human-trafficking, money-laundering and narco-trafficking charges, and was accused of having ties
to Hezbollah. The tri-border area of Argentina, Brazil and Paraguay is a known area for drug
smuggling that authorities claim serve as potential hot spots for sources of funding for terrorist
organizations.6

Oceania
Oceania was the quietest region during 2013, both in terms of terrorist attacks (0) and counterterrorist incidents (3). Nevertheless, authorities claim that this region has problems that may
facilitate terrorist activities, particularly due to its close ocean borders with Indonesia and the
Philippines where militant activity is widespread. According to authorities, transnational criminal
activities in the form of human trafficking, money-laundering and the drug trade, for example,
generate money that can potentially be used by militants to finance terrorist activities and to
develop infrastructure that can be used by terrorist organizations.7 All of the cases that the ICT
database team reviewed in this region took place in Australia. The country remains a significant
target for terrorists motivated by Al-Qaeda ideology. The focus on domestic terrorism by the

5

US State Department Country reports on Terrorism 2013
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224825.htm
6
US State Department Country reports on Terrorism 2013
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224825.htm
7
Ibid.
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Australian government is intense and significant counter-terrorism efforts took place, including the
arrest of several young Lebanese-Australian men who returned to Australia after having joined AlQaeda linked militants in Syria, as well as the arrest of a militant cell in Perth.
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1. Europe
The ICT database team identified nearly 80 major incidents that took place in Europe. The majority
of the cases were counter-terrorist operations that took place in Spain, France, Italy, Germany and
the UK. The majority of cases involved Al-Qaeda linked cells, demonstrating the threat that they
pose to Europe. We also identified cases in which European militants were arrested attempting to
join Al-Qaeda linked militants in Syria. The ICT database team also analyzed 13 major terrorist
incidents that took place in Europe, which included bombings, suicide attacks and armed assaults;
however, the figures were relatively low compared to other regions. The low figures, in addition to
the large number of arrests and judicial proceedings that took place in 2013, indicated that the
authorities Europe were significantly responding to the threat.

1.0 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in Europe that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries in which major
incidents took place are included).

Bombing
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1.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant counter-terrorist
incidents in Europe that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries in which
major incidents took place are included).

Arrests

Judicial proceedings/ Legal
action

Belgium

2

2

Cyprus

0

1

Denmark

0

1

France

7

5

Germany

2

2

Greece

3

0

Italy

1

1

Russia

3

0

Spain

5

0

UK

3

16

Total

26

28

Case studies highlighting significant terrorist incidents in Europe in 2013
In 2013, 13 significant terrorist incidents took place in Europe and were analyzed by the ICT
database team. Among these incidents, the most significant attack occurred on May 22 when
British Army soldier, Drummer (Private) Lee Rigby of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, was beheaded
in broad daylight near the Royal Artillery Barracks in Woolwich, southeast London. The attackers
were identified as Michael Adebowale, 22, and Michael Adebolajo, 28. Video footage that was
broadcast on international media outlets showed Michael Adebolajo with blood on his hands,
holding a knife and a meat cleaver, and shouting political statements against the British
government before police arrived on the scene and arrested the men. This attack was particularly
significant due to its modus operandi and the brutality of the attack; it was also the first killing by
Islamist militants in London since the July 2005 Al-Qaeda attacks on the London Transport system.8

8

For further details of this incident see the ICT May 2013 database report
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Despite having plead not guilty, both of the attackers were found guilty of Rigby's murder on
December 19 and faced sentencing in January 2014. Following this incident, on May 25, Cédric
Cordier, a 23-year-old French soldier, was stabbed in the neck by a man of North African origin
while patrolling a business neighborhood west of Paris. The attacker fled the scene but was
arrested on May 29 and identified only as Alexandre D, 22. On May 31, anti-terrorism judges
charged him with carrying out the attack.
Other significant cases included:


In June, Greece’s two largest cities, Athens and Thessaloniki, were the target of small-scale
anarchist attacks that used inexpensive and unsophisticated incendiary devices against the
properties of political figures, party offices, private bank ATMs, ministries and tax offices,
and privately-owned vehicles.



On November 24, a car bomb device partially detonated near Victoria Square, the largest
and busiest shopping mall in Belfast’s city center. A driver, carjacked by three masked men
in the predominantly Catholic Ardoyne district, was forced to deliver the vehicle laden with
60 kg of explosives to the shopping center’s parking garage. He then abandoned the vehicle
and notified authorities. The area was evacuated and cordoned off but the detonator, which
failed to trigger the actual device, exploded before army experts could examine and render
it safe. The vehicle sustained damage but there were no casualties.



The North Caucasus region remained Russia’s primary area of terrorist activity. The majority
of terrorist attacks in the North Caucasus targeted law enforcement and security services
using suicide bombing devices and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) placed in vehicles.
The suicide bombings and car bombings that occurred in Europe tended to be linked to
Chechen militants from areas such as Dagestan, considered to be one of the most violent
areas in the Russian Republic. There was a significant increase in both terrorist attacks and
counter-terrorist incidents during the second half of 2013 in the lead-up to the 2014 Winter
Olympic Games that took place in Socci. The largest attack in the region occurred on May
20, when two explosions struck the town of Makhachkala, Dagestan, killing four civilians and

http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=218
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injuring 52 others. Incidents also took place in neighboring regions and in the Volga region,
including Tatarstan. Also significant were the October 21 Volgograd attacks in which a
female suicide bomber detonated an explosive device on a public bus in Volgograd, killing
seven civilians and injuring 32 others. Following this, on December 29-30, two suicide
attacks occurred within the space of 24 hours at Volgograd’s main railway station and on a
city trolleybus, killing 34 people and injuring at least 65 others. No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the attacks.

Case studies highlighting significant counter-terrorist operations in Europe in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed over 50 counter-terrorist incidents in Europe in 2013. Among the
500+ cases reviewed by the ICT database team in 2013, Europe was the region with the highest
number of arrests and judicial proceedings.
The most significant arrests included:


On January 10, three British men were arrested at separate addresses in east London by
counter-terrorism officers investigating the kidnapping of a British photographer in Syria. A
fourth man, 33, who police described as a Portuguese national, was arrested as he
attempted to board a flight to Syria from Gatwick Airport. It should also be noted that
several such cases took place during 2013 in which European militants were arrested and
suspected of planning to join Al-Nusra Front militants in Syria. Examples of this occurred in
the UK, France and Spain, particularly during the second half of the year. It was also noted
that militants from the Caucasus travelled through Turkey to Syria to fight against the
Bashar al-Assad regime.



On February 5, French police arrested four suspected Islamist militants near Paris as part of
an investigation into the recruitment of Al-Qaeda militants from France to the Sahel region.
Three of the men were Franco-Congolese and one man was Malian. The investigation
revealed that the men were planning attacks in France.



On February 7, Moroccan national, Mohamed Echaabi, was arrested in Valencia, Spain on
suspicion that he was planning terrorist attacks in Spain and elsewhere in Europe.



On April 30, police arrested four suspected members of an Islamist militant cell based in

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

14

Andria, Italy. Authorities said the militants were planning attacks in the United States, Israel
and Italy.


On May 7, six ETA suspects were arrested in three separate towns: Blois, in central France;
Brive-La-Gaillarde in the southwest; and Montpellier near the Mediterranean coast.



On June 12, five Tunisian men living in Barcelona were arrested on charges of distributing
jihadist manuals via social networks.



On October 9, Naamen Meziche, a French national of Algerian origin accused of having links
to Al-Qaeda, was arrested upon arrival in Paris, France, and charged with terrorism offenses.

The most significant judicial proceedings included:


On March 1, Zahid Iqbal, Mohammed Sharfaraz Ahmed, Umar Arshad and Syed Farhan
Hussain pleaded guilty to facilitating, planning and encouraging travel overseas contrary to
Section 5 of Terrorism Act 2006. They were also charged with possessing documents
including six copies of the Al-Qaeda magazine, Inspire, and copies of a manual written by the
late Anwar Al Awlaki, titled “44 Ways to Support Jihad”.



On March 21, a court in Cyprus found Hossam Taleb Yaacoub, a dual Swedish-Lebanese
citizen, guilty of participating in a plot to attack Israeli tourists there, part of a conspiracy
similar to the July 2012 Hezbollah attack on Israeli tourists in Bulgaria. This was significant as
it was the first time a European court convicted a suspect of plotting to target Israeli citizens
abroad on behalf of Hezbollah, and authorities believed the case played an instrumental
role in the EU’s designation of Hezbollah’s military wing as a terrorist organization in July,
holding it responsible for terrorist attacks in Europe.



On March 25, two Somali-Danish brothers were sentenced to three-and- a-half years in
prison in Denmark after being found guilty of financing terrorism as well as receiving
training at an Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen training camp in Somalia.



On March 26, Miguel de Garikoitz Aspiazu Rubina, the former ETA military leader, was
sentenced in Paris, France to eight years in prison on charges of kidnapping and bombmaking.



On April 18, four men were sentenced to prison for plotting to detonate a bomb at a
Territorial Army (TA) base in Luton. Zahid Iqbal, 31, and Mohammed Sharfaraz Ahmed, 25,
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were found guilty of discussing how to send a remote-controlled toy car carrying a homemade explosive device under the gates of a Territorial Army center. They were sentenced to
16 years and three months in jail. Umar Arshad, 24, was jailed for six years and nine months.
Syed Farhan Hussain, 22, was jailed for five years and three months.


On April 26, Irfan Naseer, 31, was sentenced to life in prison and ordered to serve a
minimum of 18 years for masterminding a plot to send up to eight armed suicide bombers
with rucksacks filled with explosives into crowds of people in Birmingham, UK.



On June 10, Omar Khan, Jewel Uddin, Mohammed Hasseen, Mohammed Saud, Zohaib
Ahmed and Anzal Hussain were sentenced for up to 19-and-a-half years each for planning to
bomb an English Defence League rally. They pleaded guilty to the charges in April 2013.



On June 21, Spanish authorities detained eight members of a network recruiting,
indoctrinating, facilitating travel for, and funding violent extremists being sent to fight in
Syria. The network, which operates in the Spanish enclave of Ceuta and across the border in
Fnideq, Morocco, is believed to have links to Al-Qaeda.



French authorities arrested six members of an Islamist terrorist cell who were planning
attacks on well-known French figures. The group included four French nationals, one from
Benin and another from Comoros. Following this, on June 25, French police arrested a 26year-old webmaster known as Romain for his role as administrator of the Ansaw al Haqq
Web site. He translated magazines published by AQAP.



On October 12, France filed charges against Naamen Meziche, 43, a French-Algerian man
with suspected links to the terrorist cell that planned the 9/11 attacks. Pakistani authorities
deported Meziche to France, where he was arrested upon arrival. He had been arrested in
Pakistan in May 2012, along with three other French fighters, all of whom were expelled to
France separately.

Four significant plots were foiled in Europe during 2013: In June, authorities uncovered an Al-Qaeda
plot in Germany in which militants intended to use remote-controlled model airplanes packed with
explosives to carry out terrorist attacks in the country; and in October, four British men were
arrested and suspected of the commission, preparation or instigation of acts of terrorism. Police
raided six residential addresses in London and two vehicles. Authorities said the alleged jihadist plot
In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

16

was ‘serious’ and intended to use firearms in the UK.
According to authorities, significant numbers of foreign fighters travelled to Syria, particularly from
the UK, Belgium, Germany and France and in response, the majority of governments formed a task
force focused on countering radicalization, preventing prospective fighters from traveling to the
region, monitoring returnees, and arresting and prosecuting recruiters, facilitators, and returnees
who represent a clear threat. Belgium took a lead role in EU discussions on foreign fighters. German
authorities estimated that over 200 militants left Germany for Syria in order to undergo training
there and return with the intent to commit terrorist acts. The UK arrested militants attempting to
join Al-Qaeda linked groups in Syria. On January 9-10, four men were arrested as part of an
investigation into people traveling to Syria in support of alleged terrorist activity. A 33-year-old man
was arrested at Gatwick Airport as he attempted to board a flight out of the UK. Three other men,
aged 18, 22 and 31, were arrested at separate addresses in east London. The arrests were linked to
a July investigation in which two other men were arrested and charged with the kidnapping of
British photographer, John Cantlie, and his Dutch colleague, Jeroen Orelemans, in Syria. Between
September 16 and 18, four people were arrested as part of an investigation into suspected
terrorism in Syria. A 27-year-old man and a 26-year-old woman were detained on September 18 in
Essex, east of London. On September 16, two men, aged 29 and 22, were arrested just after
entering the country at the southern English port of Dover, according to officials. The arrests were
made in relation to what police called ‘the commission, preparation, or instigation of acts of
terrorism’ in Syria.
Significant counter-terrorist efforts in the North Caucasus region included: On May 20, security
forces in Russian foiled a planned terrorist attack in Moscow after a shootout that killed two alleged
militants. A third suspect was arrested during the raid on a house in the town of Orekhovo-Zuyevo,
85 kilometers east of the capital. Counter-terrorism officers gave no details about the alleged plot,
but claimed that the group had been trained in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region; on 9 June, Federal
Security Service (FSB) arrested Yulai Davletbayev in Moscow. He was accused of planning a terrorist
attack on Moscow that the agency foiled in May 2013. Authorities claimed that Davletbayev
worked under the guise of a taxi driver while scouting densely populated areas. According to the
committee, the men had been ordered by the Islamic Party of Turkestan, based on the Afghan-
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Pakistani border zone, to commit a series of attacks in Moscow and then hide in Afghanistan. The
group used to be known as the Islamic Party of Uzbekistan. Police arrested a man it said ran the
group's Moscow cell in March 2013. Also significant was the October arrest of two men, identified
as Islamist radicals from the North Caucasus, whom authorities claimed were planning an attack on
the Maradykovsky chemical weapons storage and disposal facility in the Kirov region, 620 miles
northeast of Moscow. In a separate incident, on October 26, police in Dagestan destroyed a large
bomb-making workshop containing homemade explosives and suicide belts.
One of the most significant legal cases that took place in Europe in 2013 was the July extradition of
Omar Mahmoud Othman, known as Abu Qatada, who was extradited to Amman, Jordan after
almost a decade-long saga in which efforts were made to transfer him to Jordan where he faced
terrorism charges for which he was convicted in absentia. On July 7, British Home Secretary Theresa
May made a statement announcing Abu Qatada’s extradition and declaring that his departure
marked the conclusion of counter-terrorism efforts to remove him from the UK since 2001.
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2. Africa
Over the past few years, Africa (particularly North, East and West Africa) has increasingly become a
global epicenter of terrorist activity and 2013 was no exception. The ICT database monitored
approximately 74 major cases in this region. South Africa remained fairly quiet; in fact, no major
terrorist incidents were recorded in 2013 and only two counter-terrorist incidents were reviewed.
Although there were attempts by the authorities to carry out counter-terrorist operations in
countries such as Nigeria, Mali and Somalia, the majority of incidents we reviewed were terrorist
attacks such as suicide car bombings, suicide attacks, armed assaults and kidnappings. Various
types of modus operandi were used by militants throughout this region, including hostage taking
(Signed-in-Blood Battalion), suicide attacks (AQIM and Boko Haram), kidnappings, shootings (Boko
Haram) and bombings/car bombings (Al-Shabab Al-Mujahdeen). Major attacks included the Amanas
Hostage Crisis in Algeria, which took place in January and was carried out by the Signed-in-Blood
Battalion group, and the September Westgate Mall attack in Kenya, which was carried out by AlShabab Al-Mujahideen, which remained the primary terrorist threat in East Africa (see below).
Counter-terrorism cooperation across the region increased following the Westgate Mall attack,
with authorities examining ways to deter attacks against soft targets. In West Africa, Boko Haram
carried out hundreds of attacks that, according to US State Department Country Reports on
Terrorism, resulted in over one thousand casualties. This violence reportedly spilled over into
neighboring Cameroon, Chad and Niger. It should also be noted that French and allied African
forces successfully disrupted and pushed back efforts by AQIM and other jihadist groups to take
control of northern Mali. Western efforts to increase counter-terrorism capacity in the region were
focused on enhanced border security, regional information sharing and cooperation, and
countering violent extremism.9
East and West Africa, particularly countries such as Nigeria and Kenya, appeared to have become a
hotbed for Hezbollah terrorist activity. Several court cases in which Iranian and Lebanese nationals
were convicted of terrorism charges highlighted Hezbollah’s expanding network in both East and
West Africa. The uncovering of Hezbollah cells demonstrated how the militant group was planning

9

For full report please see: http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224820.htm

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

19

to develop bases within certain states in Africa for wider terrorist activities throughout the region,
focusing on Israeli and Jewish targets.

2.0 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in Africa that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where major incidents
took place are included).
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*The attack in Algeria was a both a hostage attack and an armed assault. For details see below (pp. 25)
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2.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant counter-terrorist
incidents in Africa (only countries where major incidents took place are included).
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Case studies highlighting significant terrorist incidents in Africa in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed approximately 65 cases of terrorist incidents in Africa in 2013.
Among the 500+ cases ICT database reviewed in total in 2013, significant terrorist incidents
occurred almost on a weekly basis. As Africa is such a large region, we have divided it into subregions and details of the cases studies will be discussed in each section below.
Significant incidents included:


On January 16, approximately 40 Al-Qaeda-linked militants attacked a bus transporting
workers to the Tigantourine gas facility near Amanas in the Sahara Desert and took them
hostage. (For further details and analysis of this incident see North Africa section below.)



On February 16, a team of armed Ansuru militants kidnapped seven foreign construction
workers in Bauchi State, Nigeria. On March 10, it was reported that they had been killed.



On March 18, 41 people were killed and 65 others were injured when two suicide car
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bombers carried out an attack at a bus station in Kano, Nigeria.


On April 14, 26 people were killed and 60 others were injured when approximately 10
heavily armed Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militants stormed the Hamarweyne Supreme Court
complex in Mogadishu, Somalia.



On May 23, two suicide bombers targeted a military base in Agadez, Niger and the Frenchrun uranium mine in Arlit, Niger, killing 21 people. Four attackers also died while a fifth was
overpowered by security forces.



On July 6, suspected Boko Haram militants attacked a boarding school in Yobe State, Nigeria
setting fire to the building and killing 29 students and a teacher.



On August 13, suspected Boko Haram militants killed 44 worshippers in a mosque in
Konduga town, 35 kilometers outside Maiduguri, Nigeria.



On September 7, two coordinated bombs exploded at The Village, a popular restaurant in
Mogadishu, Somalia, killing 30 people and injuring 50 others.



On September 21, 68 people were killed and 200 others were injured when a team of armed
Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militants stormed the upmarket Westgate shopping mall in
Nairobi, Kenya and launched a two-pronged assault with two squads of gunmen dashing
into the mall from different floors at the same time and opening fire. The attackers took
hostages and later engaged in gun battles with Kenyan security forces. The subsequent siege
lasted 80 hours and resulted in at least 67 deaths. The siege ended on September 25 and all
of the gunmen were killed.



On October 20, Boko Haram militants wearing army uniforms killed 19 people at
checkpoints on a road in Nigeria's Borno State.



On November 19, 22 people were killed and 17 others were injured when militants attacked
a police station in Beledweyne, Somalia.



On December 5, a suicide car bomb killed seven people and wounded 37 others in Bosasso,
Somalia. Authorities said the target of the attack was a convoy of vehicles carrying Puntland
Marine Forces who were escorting two foreigners working for a company training local
security forces.
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Case studies highlighting significant counter-terrorist operations in Africa in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed approximately 30 counter-terrorist incidents in Africa in 2013.
Significant incidents included:


On January 17, Tunisian authorities arrested a group of suspected militants in Medenin.
Authorities seized a large arms cache including Kalashnikov rifles and rocket-propelled
grenades.



On February 21, Nigeria's State Security Service (SSS) announced that in December 2012
they had arrested an alleged Iranian-backed terrorist cell targeting US and Israeli targets in
Lagos. (See Nigeria section below)



On March 15, it was reported that Faraj al-Shibli was arrested in connection with the
September 2012 attack on the US diplomatic compound in Benghazi, which resulted in the
deaths of four Americans, including the US Ambassador to Libya, Chris Stevens. It was
reported that Al-Shibli was a member of the Libyan Islamist Fighting Group and had ties to
AQAP.



On June 14, authorities uncovered a militant cell that was manufacturing suicide vests in
Bourem, Mali. Approximately 5,000 kilograms of fertilizer, intended to be used as
explosives, was also seized. The military said that a sample suicide vest and 18 sewing
machines were found and it appears that local women were employed there.



On June 21, eight suspected Al-Qaeda militants were arrested in the Spanish territory of
Ceuta on suspicion of recruiting jihad fighters to go to Syria and elsewhere. Authorities said
the cell was based in Ceuta and the Fnideq. The network worked on recruitment,
indoctrination, facilitation and funding for travel and external contact with other terrorists,
and it followed the guidelines issued by Al-Qaeda. Authorities said the group was linked to
the Al Nusra Front, and to the Iraq Islamic State in Iraq and Al-Sham. The group was also
allegedly planning to carry out attacks in Spain.



On June 26, Nigerian prosecutors filed charges against three Lebanese men for being
members of Hezbollah and providing weapons for terrorist activities. (For further details of
the incident, see West Africa section below).



On August 16, Morocco's Interior Ministry claimed that a terror cell with links to Al-Qaeda
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affiliates in North Africa and Syria had been dismantled. In a statement, the ministry said
that the cell's four members were led by one of the most visible militants on jihadist Web
sites. He was said to have been directed by leaders of Al-Qaeda's North Africa (AQIM)
affiliate to recruit Moroccans in anti-government attacks.


On October 5, a team of US Navy Seals carried out a strike targeting a senior Al-Shabab AlMujahideen commander's seaside villa in the southern town of Baraawe, Somalia.



On October29, a US military strike killed its intended target, Al-Shabab Al-Muhjahideen
militant Ibrahim Ali, an explosives specialist known for his skill in building and using
homemade bombs and suicide vests. The strike destroyed the vehicle the militants were
travelling in between the towns of Jilib and Barawe, which is considered a major Al-Shabab
Al-Mujahideen stronghold.



On December 30, Seifallah Ben Hussein Mokni, also known as Abu Iyadh, the leader of Ansar
al Sharia in Tunisia, was arrested in Libya.

North Africa
One of the most significant events that occurred in North Africa took place in the beginning of the
year, when militants staged the In Amanas Hostage attack. In the attack, Al-Qaeda-linked militants
took approximately 800 people hostage at the Tigantourine gas facility near In Amanas. This led to a
four-day siege by Algerian security forces, which resulted in the deaths of 37 hostages and 29
militants. An unknown group, the Signed-in-Blood Battalion, under the command of Mokhtar
Belmokhtar, claimed responsibility for the attack.10 This attack marked a comeback for the elusive
militant, Mokhtar Belmokhtar. He had previously fought Soviet forces in Afghanistan in the late
1980s and was the former leading figure in Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). In late 2012,
he left the group after a falling out with leaders and set up a splinter group, calling it the Signed-inBlood Battalion, the Masked Men Brigade and the Khaled Abu al-Abbas Brigade.
There was also a high threat of kidnapping in isolated parts of Algeria. Although garnering much

10

For full details of the In Amanas Hostage attack see the ICT January database report:
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=222
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lower profile than the kidnappings of westerners by AQIM in neighboring Mali, kidnappings of
Algerian citizens continued to occur within the country’s borders. In October, Foreign Minister
Lamamra said that four Algerian diplomats who were kidnapped in April 2012 from the Algerian
Consulate in northern Mali were alive and that the government was fully mobilized to ensure the
diplomats' release. The Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa (MOJWA) claimed
responsibility for the kidnapping.

Theater of Jihad – Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
Throughout 2013, AQIM remained one of the key players in the theater of jihad. The group
continued to operate in the Sahara and Sahel, and did not display any evidence that it planned to
carry out attacks abroad or on Western targets like other Al-Qaeda affiliates. Algerian-born
Abdelmalek Droukdel has led the group since 2004. AQIM declared France its primary target under
Droukdel's leadership. Mokhtar Belmokhtar, a founding member of AQIM who led a battalion on
the Algeria-Mali border, broke with the group in late 2012 and created his own organization known
as the Sign-in-Blood Battalion. Abdelmalek Droukdal leads the remnants of the original group from
the Kabylie Mountains of northern Algeria. In September AQIM named Algerian national, Said Abou
Moughatil, as the new leader of AQIM following the death of Abdelhamid Abou Zeid in a raid by
French and Chadian forces in northern Mali in February. AQIM’s main modus operandi was
kidnapping for ransom, smuggling and other criminal activities, which set it apart from other AlQaeda affiliates. The ICT database team recorded several cases of kidnappings attributed to AQIM,
including: the kidnapping and murder of Claude Verlon and Ghislaine Dupont, two French
journalists who were killed on November 2 after they were kidnapped in Kidal, Mali; and the
kidnapping of seven foreigners on March 10 by Ansaru militants, an offshoot of AQIM. One of the
most brazen AQIM attacks in 2013 occurred on May 23, when two suicide bombers targeted a
military base in Agadez, Niger, and the French-run uranium mine in Arlit, Niger, killing 21 people.
The attacks targeted elite French forces that were providing security at the uranium mine that is
majority-owned by Areva.11 On September 20, AQIM claimed responsibility for a suicide car

11

For further details of this incident see May database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=218
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bombing in Timbuktu that killed at least two civilians. AQIM also claimed responsibility for five
attacks in the Bouira, Boumerdes and Tizi Ouzou provinces of Algeria, including bombings, rocket
launchings and clashes against Algerian municipal guards and soldiers.
In Tunisia, the terrorist group Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia (AAS-T) precipitated a government crisis by
assassinating, among others, two secular politicians in February and July 2013. Ansar al-Sharia was
designated a terrorist organization by the Tunisian government in August.12 Also significant was the
first suicide bombing ever to take place in Sousse, in October, as it demonstrated how militants
were mimicking the modus operandi used in other parts of the region and using them in Tunisia.13
Tunisia was also the country in Africa that demonstrated the highest number of arrests. The ICT
database team noted significant counter-terrorist efforts in Libya, including the US raid in Tripoli in
October, which led to the arrest of Abu Anas al-Libi,14 a suspected Al-Qaeda operative wanted for
his role in the 1998 US Embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania, and the March arrest of Faraj alShibli15 who was wanted in connection with the September 2012 attack on the US diplomatic
compound in Benghazi. Also significant were the arrests in June of eight Al-Qaeda linked militants in
the Spanish territory of Ceuta. The militant cell worked on recruitment, indoctrination, facilitation
and funding for travel, and external contact with other terrorists, and it followed the guidelines
issued by Al-Qaeda.

Northeast Africa
In Northeast Africa, the majority of attacks occurred in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, and were
mainly carried out by Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militants. The attacks varied from bombings and
suicide bombings that targeted civilians, security forces, schools, restaurants and shopping centers.
One of the most significant events that took place in this region during 2013 occurred on

12

US State Department Country Report 2014 on Tunisia
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224823.htm
13
For further details of the incident see ICT October database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=212
14
For further details see October database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=212
15
For further details see March database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=220
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September 21, when a team of armed Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militants stormed the upscale
Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi. The multi-story mall, which was part-owned by an Israeli
businessman, housed restaurants, cafes, banks, a large supermarket and a cinema. It was popular
with expatriates and wealthy Kenyans. 68 people were killed in the attack and 200 others were
injured. At least 18 foreigners were among the dead, six of them Britons and others from France,
Canada, the Netherlands, Australia, Peru, India, Ghana, South Africa and China. Al-Shabab AlMujahideen claimed responsibility for the attack, stating it was in retaliation for Kenyan military
operations in Somalia.16
In total, we reviewed 28 major terrorist incidents attributed to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen; the most
complex and significant incidents during 2013 included the Westgate Mall attack in Kenya, as
mentioned above. Other significant events included:


On April 14, 26 people were killed and 60 others were injured when approximately 10
heavily armed Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militants forced their way into the Hamarweyne
Supreme Court complex in Mogadishu. The interior minister said that nine militants
launched the attack and that six of them exploded their suicide vests. A car bomb later
exploded near the airport.



On June 19, a car bomb exploded outside the United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
base in Mogadishu, killing seven people and wounding 15 others. A group of four gunmen
then forced their way into the compound and fought with security guards. Interior Minister
Abdikarim Hussein Guled said that four foreign UN security staff and four local guards were
among the dead. Seven of the attackers were also killed.



On September 7, a coordinated bombing targeting a popular restaurant, ‘The Village’, in
Mogadishu, killed 30 people and injured 50 others. Authorities said that a car bomb
exploded in the parking lot outside of the restaurant, which was frequented by journalists
and civil servants. Minutes later a second bomb detonated on the other side of the
restaurant.

16

For full details of the Westgate Mall attack, see ICT September database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=214
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The ICT database team also reviewed several counter-terrorist incidents in this region. On October
5, a team of US Navy Seals carried out a strike targeting a senior Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen
commander's seaside villa in the southern town of Baraawe, Somalia, and on October 29, a US
military strike killed its intended target, Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen militant Ibrahim Ali, an explosives
specialist known for his skill in building and using homemade bombs and suicide vests. The strike
destroyed the vehicle the militants were travelling in between the towns of Jilib and Barawe, which
is considered a major base of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen. In Ethiopia, the main incidents covered
were counter-terrorist operations including the January conviction of 10 people for having links to
Al-Qaeda, and the March killing of Omot Odol Ojulu, an Ethiopian-born American citizen who was
on the African nation’s most wanted list, by security forces in the Gambella region, which borders
South Sudan.

West Africa
The majority of attacks in Nigeria were carried out by Boko Haram and AQIM militants who
targeted civilians in churches, schools and shopping areas. Significant terrorist incidents included:


On January 19, gunmen attacked the convoy of the Emir of Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero, near
the Murtala Mohammed Mosque in Kano. The gunmen killed Interim Management Officer
(IMO), Alhaji Salisu Abdullahi Kura, his driver and two other persons. However, Bayero
escaped unharmed. Two of the emir's sons, Ciroman Kano Alhaji Sanusi Ado Bayero and
Turakin Kano Alhaji Nasiru Ado Bayero, who were on the convoy, also sustained gunshot
wounds to the hand and leg, respectively. Police said that 12 other people were injured,
including senior palace guards. No group claimed responsibility for the attack but authorities
blamed Boko Haram.



On February 18, seven foreign nationals were kidnapped by Ansaru militants from a housing
compound owned by the Lebanese construction company, Setraco, in Bauchi State. Ansaru
militants executed the hostages on March 10 following alleged failed rescue attempts by the
British and Nigerian governments.



On March 18, 41 people were killed and 65 others were injured when two suicide car
bombers with ties to Boko Haram carried out an attack at a bus station in Kano.

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

28



On July 6, suspected Boko Haram militants attacked a boarding school in Mamudo, Yobe
state, setting fire to the building and killing 29 students and a teacher. Witnesses said that
during the assault, the militants marched students and staff into a dormitory, throwing
explosive devices into the room with them. They then opened fire on the building and set it
alight. Authorities suspected the motivation behind the attack was reprisal for the killing of
22 Boko Haram members during a military raid in the town of Dogon Kuka on July 1, 2013.



On September 29, Boko Haram gunmen attacked a college in rural Gujba, killing 50 students
and setting the college alight.

Authorities attempted to carry out major counter-terrorism operations against Boko Haram
militants, which led to wide scale arrests. On May 14, President Goodluck Jonathan declared a state
of emergency in the states of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa in an attempt to fight the activities of
Boko Haram. In May, the military used air strikes on several occasions to target Boko Haram
strongholds. On May 21, the Defense Ministry issued a statement that it had "secured the environs
of New Marte, Hausari, Krenoa, Wulgo and Chikun Ngulalo after destroying all the terrorists'
camps". On May 30, the Joint Military Taskforce (JTF) arrested 50 militants who were attempting to
carry out attacks in Maiduguri, Nigeria. Authorities said that some of the suspects were caught with
arms concealed either in their bodies or their properties. On November 13, the US Department of
State announced the designation of Boko Haram and Ansaru as Foreign Terrorist Organizations
(FTO) under Section 219 of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as amended, and as Specially
Designated Global Terrorists under section 1(b) of Executive Order 13224.17

Theater of Jihad - the Hezbollah Connection in East and West Africa.
East and West Africa, particularly countries such as Nigeria and Kenya, appeared to have become a
hotbed for Hezbollah terrorist activity. Several court cases, in which Iranian and Lebanese nationals
were convicted on terrorism charges, highlighted Hezbollah’s expanding network in both East and
West Africa. The uncovering of the Hezbollah cells demonstrated how the militant group was
planning to develop bases within certain states in Africa for wider terrorist activities throughout this

17

See: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2013/11/217509.htm
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region, focusing on Israeli and Jewish targets.
Significant legal action during 2013 included:

 On February 21, Nigeria’s State Security Service (SSS) arrested Abdullahi Mustapha Berende
and two other Nigerians, accusing them of being members of a terrorist cell, trained in Iran,
who planned to attack US and Israeli targets. Berende first travelled to Iran in 2006 where
he studied at an Islamic university and returned to Iran in 2011 for weapons and explosives
training. His Iranian handlers requested that he gather intelligence on public places and
hotels frequented by Americans and Israelis in order to facilitate attacks, said SSS
spokeswoman Marilyn Ogar in a statement. Berende admitted to reporters that he had
spied for Iran and had received $30,000 to carry out his operations. He sent his Iranian
partners photos of the Chabad House in Lagos as well as the USAID offices, and told them
that they should attack former military ruler Ibrahim Babangida as well as Islamic spiritual
leader the Sultan of Sokoto in order to ‘unsettle the West’.

 On May 13, Azim Aghajani, an Iranian, and his Nigerian accomplice were sentenced to five
years in prison for their involvement in a plot to smuggle a shipment of weapons into West
Africa. The judge in the case declined to impose the maximum sentence of life in prison. This
case began when security forces opened 13 containers at Lagos' Apapa Port in October 2010
and found a stash of weapons, including 107 mm artillery rockets, rifle rounds and other
weapons. The shipment was bound for Gambia. The UN and the US government linked
Aghajani to Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps Quds Force, an elite and secretive unit
that acts against foreign interests, through Behineh Trading Co., which organized the arms
shipment found in Nigeria.

 During the second half of May 2013, Nigerian authorities arrested four Lebanese men in the
northern city of Kano on suspicion of being members of the Lebanese Hezbollah. Soldiers
uncovered a hidden arms cache containing 11,433 rounds of 7.6 mm ammunition, 76
military grenades, one SMG rifle, nine pistols, 17 AK-47 rifles, 44 magazines, 103 packs of
slap TNT, 50mm anti-tank grenades, 123mm artillery guns, four anti-tank landmines, 21
rocket-propelled grenades, an RPG, 16 RPG chargers and one RPG tube. The arms and
ammunition were concealed under several layers of concrete and placed in coolers, drums
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and bags, neatly wrapped. The arms and ammunition were intended to target Israeli and
Western facilities in Nigeria.

 On June 20, two Iranian nationals, Ahmad Mohammad and Sayed Mousavi, were arrested in
Nairobi, Kenya. The men were sentenced by a Kenyan court in July 2013 to life in prison for
possessing explosives allegedly for use in bomb attacks in Nairobi and Mombasa; local
officials suggested that they were planning attacks on Israeli, US, British or Saudi Arabian
interests in Kenya.
In each case, Iran denied any responsibility or connection to the accused. On June 11, 2013 the US
Treasury Department identified four Lebanese men, who serve as Hezbollah operatives in West
Africa, as 'Specially Designated Nationals'. Ali Ibrahim al Watfa was described as ‘the permanent
Hezbollah liaison to Sierra Leone’ and responsible for a Hezbollah cell in the Freetown area,
coordinating the transfer of funds from Sierra Leone to Hezbollah in Lebanon. Abbas Loutfe Fawaz,
‘Hezbollah's leader in Senegal’, built his activities in Senegal since 2006 using supermarkets that he
owned and operated in Dakar to raise funds for Hezbollah and attract supporters. He had discussed
with Hezbollah officials in Lebanon the possibility of sending Lebanese nationals from Senegal to
Lebanon, possibly for training. Ali Ahmed Chehade is the ‘Hezbollah Foreign Relations Department
official for Cote d'Ivoire’, responsible for coordinating the travel of Hezbollah members between
Senegal and Cote d'Ivoire. He has ties to Specially Designated Global Terrorist Abd Al Menhem
Qubaysi, a ‘personal representative’ of Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah's Secretary General.18

18

Haaretz, “Out of Iran, into Africa: Hezbollah's scramble for Africa”, June 17, 2013
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3. Middle East
2013 was another tumultuous year for the Middle East in the post Arab Spring era, with nearly 200
incidents analyzed by ICT database team, 137 of which were terror attacks. According to the total
case studies reviewed by the ICT database team, this was the region with the most terrorist activity
during 2013. Egypt saw an increase in attacks targeting security personnel and government
buildings both in Cairo, Ismailiya and the Sinai Peninsula. However, Egyptian authorities did attempt
to carry out counter-terrorist operations, particularly evident in July 201, when they launched
Operation “Desert Storm” in a response to a spike in Sinai attacks since the ousting of President
Morsi.19 The Sinai-based terrorist organization, Ansar Beit al-Maqdas (ABM), claimed responsibility
for the majority of the more complex attacks on the security services.
Both suicide attacks and bombings occurred almost daily in Iraq although we only covered major
cases. Using the case studies reviewed by the ICT database team, terrorist activity by Al-Qaeda
linked groups in Iraq, primarily the ISIS, made up nearly half of the incidents that took place in the
Middle East during 2013, making them a major player in the theaters of jihad. According to the
United Nations Country Report on Iraq, a total of 8,868 people, including 7,818 civilians, were killed
in violent attacks across Iraq in 2013. May was the most violent month of 2013, according to the
mission’s statistics, with a total of 3,154 civilian casualties (including civilian police), of whom 963
people were killed and 2,191 were wounded. The ICT database team was only able to analyze the
major and significant attacks that occurred in Iraq in 2013 and, therefore, the statistics in this
report do not match the large figures noted here. However, trends identified by the US State
Department and the UN, in terms of the operational capabilities of the ISIS, support ICT database
team findings.
Jihadist militant groups, mostly with links to Al-Qaeda, were active throughout this region. In
particular, Al-Qaeda in Iraq, which in April 2013 changed its name to the Islamic State of Iraq and
Al-Sham (ISIS), intensified its attacks across Iraq. The name change reflected the group’s

19

For further details see ICT July database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=216
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involvement in the Syrian civil war.20 Other active Al-Qaeda linked groups were active in in Lebanon
(Abdallah Azzam Brigades), in Sinai (Ansar Beit al-Maqdas and the Magles Shoura al-Mujahideen), in
Gaza (Islamic Jihad group), in Syria (Al-Nusra Front), and in Yemen (Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula). These groups all carried out significant attacks that included bombings, suicide attacks
and rocket attacks.
In 2013, the Al-Nusra Front declared itself a leading player in the fight for a global jihad. Most of the
attacks that we reviewed in Syria in 2013 were attributed to this group. The organization is the
most effective arm of the Syrian insurgency and it was reported to have sent about 5,000 fighters to
fight against the Assad regime. According to the US State Department Country Reports, and
supported by ICT database team analysis, thousands of extremist fighters entered Syria during the
year, a large percentage of them reportedly motivated by a sectarian view of the conflict and a
desire to protect the Sunni Muslim community from the Alawite-dominant Assad regime. Iran,
Hezbollah and other Shi’ite militias continued to provide critical support to the Assad regime,
enabling its capabilities and exacerbating the situation.21 The militants primarily used the same
modus operandi as Al-Qaeda in Iraq, such as suicide bombings and car bombings. Attacks occurred
in Syria on a weekly, if not daily, basis22; victims of the violence were primarily among the civilian
population. The Syrian conflict also empowered the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham to expand its
cross-border operations in Syria, resulting in a dramatic increase in attacks against Iraqi civilians and
government targets in 2013. The ‘spillover’ of the Syrian war was also seen in Lebanon and Turkey.
According to a report released by the Israel Security Agency (Shin Bet), 1,271 terrorist attacks in
total took place in Israel and the West Bank,

20

23

and there was a small increase in attacks

BBC, “Profile: Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIS)”, January 6, 2014.
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For full details of the report please see: http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/index.htm
ICT database team only analyzed significant incidents in Syria the statistics illustrated in this report are not
the total attacks that occurred; rather they reflect the trends that happened in this region during 2013.
23
It should be noted that the ICT database team only recorded significant terrorist incidents in Israel and the
West Bank, therefore, our statistical data differs to that of the Shin Bet; however, the data collected by the
Shin Bet supports the trends and patterns that the ICT database team found for this region. For full details of
the Shin Bet report please see:
http://www.shabak.gov.il/ENGLISH/ENTERRORDATA/REPORTS/Pages/2013AnnualSummary.aspx
22
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perpetrated by Hamas linked militants and Islamic Jihad militants, especially during the second half
of the year. According to the data, fewer Israelis were killed in terrorist attacks but there were
more attacks overall. According to Israeli authorities, 78% of those injured in 2013 were hurt in rock
attacks. 15 of the injured were civilians and the rest were soldiers. The attacks included shootings,
firebombs and grenade attacks. Israeli authorities noted that there was a reduction in rocket
attacks during 2013, with only 55 cases recorded. It seems that Operation Pillar of Defense, which
took place in November 2012, had a lasting effect in the region. According to the report more than
2,500 terror suspects, were arrested by the Shin Bet in 2013. One of the most significant discoveries
made by the IDF and Shin Bet was a Hamas smuggling tunnel, one of the largest to date, that was
found in October 2013. Several plots by Palestinian militants were foiled by the Shin Bet throughout
the year, including the arrest of three Hamas operatives of a military infrastructure in Hebron who
were planning to conduct attacks against Israel and the PA, and the foiling of a major Hamas plot in
September to bomb the Mamilla shopping mall in Jerusalem. Among the significant militants killed
in Shin Bet operations was Haitham Zyad Meskhal, an explosives expert involved in weapons
production, upgrade and traffic, and a key terror expert in this field. Meskhal facilitated the global
jihad group, Mujahidin Shura Council in the Environs of Jerusalem (Aknaf Beit Al Maqdas), which
has targeted Israel in recent years. He also helped to carry out rocket attacks with Aknaf Beit Al
Maqdas infrastructure against the city of Eilat on April 17, 2013 and promoted other attacks.24
Gaza-based Palestinian militants continued rocket and mortar attacks into Israeli territory, and
multiple terrorist attacks were launched along the Gaza security fence. Gaza also remained a base
of operations for several Salafist splinter groups. However, according to the Shin Bet, 2013 saw the
lowest number of rocket and mortar launchings targeting Israel from Gaza Strip and Sinai in more
than a decade. The ICT database team reviewed the majority of these significant incidents and
noted that Israeli cities in southern Israel were targeted by rockets fired by militants in Gaza during
most months, but that the most significant attacks occurred in April and August. The IDF frequently
responded to the rocket attacks by carrying out air strikes in Gaza, targeting rocket launches.

24

Ibid.
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3.0 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in the Middle East that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where major
incidents took place are included)

Bahrain
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1
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0

4

2

0

6

0

1
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39
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0

1

0

0

0
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7

6
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0
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0
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3
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0
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0
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0
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0

1

2

1

2

0
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0
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0
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0
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taking
0
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0

3.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant counter-terrorist
incidents in the Middle East that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where
major incidents took place are included).
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* It should be noted that the figures noted here are only a small proportion of the total casualty figures for
these countries as attacks happened on a daily basis but the ICT database team only reviewed the major
incidents in these countries. Our research, however, does support the trends found by both the US
Department of State in its 2013 country report and reports in the media concerning this region.

Case studies highlighting significant terrorist incidents in the Middle East in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed over 135 cases terrorist incidents in the Middle East in 2013.
Among the 500+ cases that the ICT database reviewed in total in 2013, the Middle East was the
region with the highest number of terrorist incidents. In hot spot areas such as Iraq and Syria,
attacks occurred on a nearly daily basis.
Some of the most significant terrorist incidents that took place in 2013 in the Middle East included:


On January 15, two synchronized explosions occurred at the University Of Aleppo, Syria,
killing 83 people and wounding 160 others.



On January 16, 42 people were killed and 180 others injured when a suicide bomber
detonated a truck full of explosives next to the headquarters of the Kurdistan Democratic
Party in Kirkuk, Iraq.



On February 21, 83 people were killed and 200 others injured when a car bomb exploded
next to the Ba'ath Party offices in Damascus, Syria.



On February 28, a Grad rocket fired from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel landed in
Ashkelon. There were no casualties but this was the first rocket from Gaza to hit Israel in the
three months since a cease-fire agreement ended Operation Pillar of Defense in November
2012.



On March 22, 42 people were killed and 84 others wounded when a suicide bomber
detonated his explosives inside a mosque in Damascus, Syria.



On April 15, 31 people were killed and approximately 200 others wounded in a series of
early-morning explosions throughout Iraq, including in Baghdad, Fallujah, Tikrit, Samarra,
Hilla, Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk and Nasariyah.



On May 11, twin car bombs killed 51 people and wounded 140 others in Reyhanli, a Turkish
town near the Syrian border. Analysts said the death toll was one of the largest in Turkey's
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history from a single attack.


On June 9, Maj. Mohammed Abdelaziz, 30, a counter-terrorism police officer, was killed in
el-Arish by suspected Al-Qaeda linked militants.



On June 24, ten car bombs exploded in markets and garages on the evening of a Shi'ite
Muslim celebration throughout Iraq, killing 42 people and wounding 51 others.



On July 23, a team of suicide bombers and militants armed with mortars, rocket-propelled
grenades and machine guns, the Abu Ghraib prison west of Baghdad, and the al-Taji prison
north of Baghdad, Iraq. Authorities said the attacks were significant not only for the
hundreds of prisoners who were freed but also because they indicate the growing
capabilities of Al-Qaeda in Iraq affiliates.



On August 11, suspected Al-Qaeda militants killed five Yemeni soldiers in their sleep during
an attack on forces guarding the country's only liquefied natural gas (LNG) export terminal in
the southern Shabwa Province.



On August 19, Al-Qaeda linked militants ambushed two mini-buses carrying off-duty
policemen in northern Sinai, Egypt, killing 25 policemen and wounding two others.



On August 24, 47 people were killed and 500 others injured in a double bombing outside
two mosques in Tripoli, Lebanon. The double bombing was the first time that mosques were
targets in what had been an escalating series of attacks in Lebanon throughout 2013.



On September 21, Nedal Amar, 42, a Palestinian West Bank resident, lured an IAF Sgt.
Tomer Hazan, 20, to the West Bank and murdered him using a blunt weapon near Qalqilyah
before hiding the body in a well. The suspect, who was detained and in police custody,
admitted that he had persuaded the victim, with whom he had worked in a restaurant in Bat
Yam, to share a taxi ride to the West Bank where he committed the murder. His motivation
was to secure the release of his brother, who was imprisoned in Israel for his role in a
suicide bombing in 2003, by offering to return the soldier.



On September 30, suspected AQAP militants seized the army headquarters in the Yemeni
port city of Mukalla. Authorities said that three soldiers and two attackers were killed when
30 gunmen attacked the compound.



On October 7, 2013, a series of coordinated car bombings in Baghdad, Iraq killed at least 40
people and injured 111 others.
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On November 11, IDF Private Eden Atias was fatally stabbed at the Afula central bus station
in Israel by Palestinian militant, Hussein Jawadra.



On November 19, a double suicide bombing targeted the Iranian embassy in Beirut, Lebanon
killing 23 people and injuring at least 160 others.



On December 4, 19 people were killed and 79 others injured when a team of suicide
bombers and gunmen attacked the police intelligence headquarters in Kirkuk, Iraq and then
attacked the nearby Jawahir shopping mall.



On December 5, 56 people were killed and 162 wounded after a coordinated attack
targeting the Yemeni Defense Ministry in Sana'a, Yemen.



On December 22, a pressure cooker bomb containing two kilograms of improvised
explosives surrounded by nails and screws exploded on a bus in the Tel Aviv suburb of Bat
Yam. One police officer was lightly wounded in the explosion. Major casualties were averted
due to a quick thinking passenger who alerted authorities.



On December 24, 15 people were killed and more than 100 others injured in a car bomb
attack at a security building in the Nile Delta city of Mansoura, Egypt.



On December 26, five people were injured when a bomb exploded close to a bus in Cairo,
Egypt.



On December 27, a car bomb exploded in Beirut, Lebanon, targeting the convoy of
Mohamad Chatah, a former Lebanese Minister of Finance and Ambassador to the United
States. The bombing killed eight people, including Chatah, and injured 70 others.

Case studies highlighting significant counter-terrorist operations in Middle East in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed 46 cases counter-terrorist incidents in the Middle East in 2013.
Some of the most significant counter terrorist incidents that took place in 2013 in the Middle East
included:


On January 20, Israeli authorities announced that they had arrested two Bedouin-Israeli
brothers on suspicion of preparing a series of terrorist attacks in Israel. Israeli Security
Services said the suspects confessed that they were planning to fire rockets, mount a suicide
bombing at the Beersheba Central Bus Station and attack various other targets.
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On February 28, Turkish police arrested 11 people suspected of links to Al-Qaeda. The
suspects were rounded up in simultaneous raids in Istanbul and the northeastern province
of Tekirdag. Authorities said they seized 25 kilograms of plastic explosives as well as alleged
diagrams of the US Consulate and other possible targets in Istanbul, Turkey.



On March 25, 25 Hamas and Al-Qaeda linked militants were arrested in the Sinai Peninsula,
Egypt. Authorities also said that security forces had uncovered a uniform manufacturing
workshop in the town of Menufia that included over 1,000 items of clothing, which
authorities suspect were intended to be used to dress militants in fake uniforms in order to
carry out terrorist attacks on military bases.



On April 18, authorities in Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, arrested seven people suspected
of belonging to an Al-Qaeda linked militant cell. The cell was allegedly planning to recruit
new members, promote the work of Al-Qaeda and raise funds to help the network extend
its activities to other countries in the region.



On April 21, a suspected US drone strike targeting an AQAP training camp in Wadi Abida, in
the central province of Marib, Yemen, killed two militants and destroyed a large weapons
cache.



On April 30, the Israeli Air Force (IAF) killed Hitham Mashal, a rocket manufacturing expert
and member of a jihadist group operating in Gaza and Sinai, in what was the first targeted
assassination since Operation Pillar of Defense in November 2012.



On May 30, 12 people were arrested in raids in Istanbul and in the provinces of Adana and
Mersin, Turkey, suspected of links to the Syrian jihadist Al-Nusra Front.



On June 1, Iraqi authorities announced that they had foiled a plot by an Al-Qaeda cell to
carry out poison gas attacks in the Middle East, Europe and North America. Authorities said
they had arrested five militants who confessed to the plot and said they had received
instruction from another Al-Qaeda offshoot.



On July 27, a suspected US drone strike killed six suspected AQAP militants in Abyan
Province, Yemen. Following this incident, on July 30, a suspected US drone strike killed two
Yemeni militants and a Saudi militant. The strike targeted two vehicles on the road between
Al-Aram and Al-Saeed in Shabwa.



On July 27, the Egyptian military launched a wide-scale operation dubbed Operation “Desert
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Storm” against terrorists in the northern Sinai. The military offensive was aimed at
eliminating terrorist activity in the peninsula. The Egyptian Navy and Air Force also took part
in the operation. According to authorities, 10 militants were killed and 20 others were
captured during the 48-hour operation.


On August 7, authorities in Yemen foiled a major Al-Qaeda plot to blow up oil pipelines and
seize two of the country's main ports. Government spokesman, Rajeh Badi, said the plans
included taking control of the al-Dhaba oil terminal and killing or kidnapping foreign
workers. Hundreds of armoured vehicles were deployed in the capital, Sanaa, while the US
and UK withdrew their diplomats. On August 9, 14 suspected Al-Qaeda militants were killed
in Yemen in three suspected US drone strikes. The strikes took place a day after Yemeni
authorities said that they had foiled a major Al-Qaeda plot against oil pipelines and ports.



On October 13, Israeli security forces discovered a Hamas tunnel near Khan Yunis. The
tunnel was 18 meters deep and 1,700 meters long. This was the third such tunnel
discovered along the Gaza-Israel security fence in 2013. Israeli authorities said the
smuggling tunnels have been used by terrorists in the past to execute attacks against
civilians and military personnel. (See Israel and West Bank section below for further details.)



On November 26, Egyptian security forces killed prominent jihadist, Mohamed Hussein
Muhareb, also known as Abu Mounir, in Sinai.



On December 4, Hassan al-Laqees, a senior member of Hezbollah, was assassinated outside
his home in Beirut.



On December 31, Majid bin Muhammad al-Majid, the leader of the Abdullah Azzam
Brigades (AAB), was arrested in Beirut by Lebanese Army intelligence units. Al-Majid is
wanted in both the United States and Saudi Arabia, and he spent the last several years in the
Palestinian refugee camp Ain el-Hilweh in Sidon. Authorities claimed that al-Majid joined AlNusra Front militants in Syria where he made an alliance with the group's commander Abu
Mohammad al-Golani.

Theaters of Jihad - Iraq – Al-Qaeda in Iraq
According to the case studies reviewed by the ICT database team, terrorist activity by Al-Qaeda
linked groups in Iraq made up nearly half of the incidents that took place in the Middle East in 2013,
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making them a major player in the theaters of jihad. According to the United Nations country report
on Iraq, a total of 8,868 people, including 7,818 civilians, were killed in violent attacks across Iraq in
2013. May was the most violent month of 2013, according to the mission’s statistics, with a total of
3,154 civilian casualties (including civilian police), of whom 963 people were killed and 2,191
wounded. Since April 2013, the monthly number of civilians killed and injured remained above
1,700. According to the UN report, Baghdad was the worst affected area for civilian casualties,
followed by Nineva, Salahadin and Diyala. There was hardly a day that passed in Iraq without
dozens killed or injured in numerous explosions outside schools, mosques or crowded markets, as
terrorists and sectarian gangs killed indiscriminately, including women, children, the disabled and
even pilgrims.25 In April 2013, Al-Qaeda in Iraq changed its name to the Islamic State of Iraq and AlSham (ISIS) and intensified its attacks across Iraq. The name change reflected the group’s
involvement in the Syrian civil war.26
Among the major cases reviewed by the ICT database team, Al-Qaeda in Iraq was suspected to be
responsible for almost all the cases despite no actual claims of responsibility. The modus operandi
used by the organization followed a similar pattern of well-planned and coordinated suicide attacks.
Such incidents included:


On January 16, a suicide bomber killed 42 people and injured 180 others when he detonated
a truck full of explosives next to the headquarters of the Kurdistan Democratic Party in
Kirkuk.



On February 17, 37 people were killed and 100 others injured when a series of car bombs
exploded in Baghdad.



On March 29, 23 people were killed and 119 others wounded in a series of car bombings
that targeted Shiite mosques in Baghdad and Kirkurk as worshipers emerged from Friday
prayers.



On April 15, 31 people were killed and approximately 200 others wounded in a series of
early-morning explosions throughout Iraq, including in Baghdad, Fallujah, Tikrit, Samarra,

25

RT, “Confirmed: 2013 deadliest for Iraq since 2008, UN estimates”, January 3, 2013. It should be noted that
the ICT database team only cover significant attacks and in ‘hotspot areas’. It should be noted that the UN
statistics support the trends identified by the ICT database team.
26
BBC, “Profile: Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIS)”, January 6, 2014.
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Hilla, Tuz Khurmatu, Kirkuk and Nasariyah.


On May 27, a coordinated series of car bombs exploded in Baghdad, killing at least 66
people and injuring 200 others.



On June 24, ten car bombs exploded in markets and garages on the evening of a Shi'ite
Muslim celebration throughout Iraq, killing 42 people and wounding 51 others.



On July 23, a team of suicide bombers and militants armed with mortars, rocket-propelled
grenades and machine guns, attacked two Iraqi prisons as inmates inside rioted and set the
prison alight, resulting in a large scale jail break. The attacks took place at Abu Ghraib Prison,
west of Baghdad, and at Al-Taji Prison, north of the capital. According to authorities, 21
inmates and at least eight prison guards were killed, and 25 inmates and 14 guards were
wounded.



On August 10, 60 people were killed and nearly 300 others wounded in a series of bomb
attacks in Iraq.



On September 30, a series of 13 coordinated car bombs exploded in several predominantly
Shi'ite Muslim neighbourhoods of Baghdad, killing at least 47 people and wounding 155
others.



On October 27, a series of car bombs exploded around Baghdad, killing at least 39 people
and injuring 100 others. The bombs were placed in parked cars and detonated over a 30minute period in busy streets, mainly in Shia areas. The attacks targeted areas including
markets and bus stations



On November 21, a series of attacks throughout Iraq killed a total of 39 people and injured
56 others. In Sadiya, a car bomb exploded in a busy market, killing 25 people and wounding
30 others.



On December 4, a series of coordinated attacks killed 30 people and injured 100 others in
central and northern Iraq, with the biggest assault taking place at a government building
and adjacent shopping mall in Kirkuk.

Israel and the West Bank
According the Israel Security Agency (Shin Bet), and supported by ICT database team analysis, 2013
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saw a small but significant increase in the number of terrorist attacks and fatalities in the West
Bank. However, a total of six Israelis were killed, which is not a large figure. The six cases included
the fatal stabbing of IDF Private Eden Atias on November 11 at the Afula Central Bus Station by an
Arab assailant identified as Hussein Jawadra.27 Also significant was the kidnapping and killing of IDF
soldier, Tomer Hazan, in the West Bank in September 2013.28 Five out of the six killings took place
between September and December 2013. Other significant cases reviewed by the ICT database
team included:


In January, a Palestinian from Ramallah stabbed a 17-year-old Israeli at a hitchhiking post
near Tapuach Junction (an Israeli settlement in the West Bank), causing light to moderate
wounds.



On April 30, Evyatar Borovsky was fatally stabbed in the chest and stomach at the Tapuah
Junction in Samaria by Palestinian, Salem Zaal (Salam Azal), 24, who then attempted to steal
Borovsky's weapon. A Border Police officer who witnessed the attack opened fire on the
militant and moderately wounded him. He was taken into police custody. This was the first
fatal terrorist attack in the West Bank since 2011.



On March 15, Adva Biton, who was driving with her three young daughters on a road in
Samaria, collided with an oncoming truck after rocks were hurled at them by Palestinian
assailants. Her two-year-old daughter was critically injured.



On September 22, IDF Staff Sergeant Gal Kobi was fatally shot in neck by a sniper near a
checkpoint near Hebron.



On October 5, a nine-year-old Israeli girl, was wounded outside her home in Psagot, West
Bank, when a Palestinian militant attacked her as she was playing in the yard of her house.
She was hit by a bullet to the upper body.



On December 23, an Israeli police officer was stabbed in the back near the West Bank

27

For full details of the incident please see ICT November database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=213
28

For Full details of the incident please see ICT September database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=214
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settlement of Adam. Authorities said the officer and his partner were directing traffic at a
busy intersection where an accident had taken place. Israeli forces opened fire at the
suspect but he managed to escape.


On November 8, Palestinian militants threw a firebomb at a car driving near Tekoa. The
moving vehicle caught fire, and the mother and daughter who were in the car at the time of
the attack were lightly wounded.

According the Shin Bet, 44 Israelis were injured in terrorist attacks in total in 2013, which is a
relatively low figure. The majority of the casualties were caused by rock-throwing or firebombing
incidents. However, there were several bombing attacks however in 2013, including a bomb
detonated in the back of a bus in Bat Yam in December, shortly after over a dozen passengers were
evacuated after the bomb was spotted by a passenger. According to the Shin Bet, the bomb
consisted of two kilograms of improvised explosives surrounded by nails and screws and stuffed
into a pressure cooker. The incident potentially could have resulted in mass casualties but major
tragedy was averted by the quick actions of the passengers on board. In addition, the Shin Bet said
it managed to prevent 190 suicide attacks in Israel and the West Bank in 2013, including 16 suicide
attacks. The Shin Bet also foiled a major Hamas plot in September to bomb the Mamilla shopping
mall in Jerusalem during the Jewish High Holidays. Authorities charged Ahmad Rishak, 23, from
Shuafat and Ismail Abu Mfalfal, 27, from Abu Dis with conspiracy to aid the enemy during wartime,
and the attempted manufacturing of a weapon. They also arrested Hamas militant, Hamdi Romana,
22, who was the alleged recruiter and mastermind of the plot.29

Theaters of Jihad - Sinai and Gaza
Gaza-based Palestinian militants continued rocket and mortar attacks into Israeli territory, and
multiple terrorist attacks were launched along the Gaza security fence. Gaza also remained a base
of operations for several Salafist splinter groups. However, according to the Shin Bet, 2013 saw the
lowest number of rocket and mortar launchings into Israel from Gaza and Sinai in more than a

29

For further details of the incident see September Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=214
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decade. The ICT database team reviewed the majority of significant incidents and noted that Israeli
cities in southern Israel were targeted by rockets fired by militants in Gaza during most months,
with the most significant attacks having occurred in April and August. The IDF frequently responded
to the rocket attacks by carrying out air strikes in Gaza targeting rocket launches. Of the 74 rocket
launchings targeting southern Israel, the Shin Bet said that 69 were launched from Gaza and five
from the Sinai Peninsula. Only 36 of the total launchings were identified as landing in Israeli
territory – others either landed in Gaza territory or in the Mediterranean Sea. The Israeli
government held Hamas responsible for all the attacks and responded to these threats with
operations directed at terrorist leaders, infrastructure, training facilities and rocket launching sites.
Arms smuggling from Iran into Gaza, via Egypt, to Palestinian terrorist organizations significantly
decreased in 2013, and Israeli officials continued to monitor the smuggling of weapons from Libya
and Sudan into Gaza.
Over the course of the year, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) discovered several tunnels from Gaza
into Israeli territory. The IDF believed the tunnels were designed to undertake kidnappings or
attacks on Israeli border communities. The most intricate of these tunnels, a reinforced concrete
structure over one mile long and up to 59 feet deep, was discovered in October and destroyed by
the IDF a few weeks later.30 Israeli authorities said that smuggling tunnels have been used by
militants in the past to execute attacks against civilians and military personnel. Hamas and other
terrorist organizations in Gaza invest millions of dollars and resources in order to operate a thriving
network of illegal tunnels leading into Israel. Israeli authorities claimed that sufficient evidence
exists to suggest that terrorists methodically abuse construction materials transferred into Gaza by
Israel as humanitarian aid in order to build such tunnels. On October 21, Hamas spokesman Abu
Obaida claimed responsibility for the tunnel and claimed that its main purpose was to force Israel
to release Palestinian prisoners, as it did two years ago in the prisoner exchange deal for Gilad
Shalit in which 1,027 Palestinians were released from Israeli prisons.

30

For further details of the incident see October Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=215
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The most significant rocket attacks that targeted Israel during 2013 included:


On February 28, a Grad rocket fired from the Gaza Strip landed on the outskirts of Ashkelon.
There were no casualties but this was the first rocket from Gaza to hit Israel in the three
months since a cease-fire agreement ended Operation Pillar of Defense in November 2012.



On April 17, a jihadist group in the Sinai Peninsula fired two Grad rockets at Eilat. There
were no casualties or damage as the rockets exploded in open territory. One projectile fell in
a building site. The attack forced the closure of the Eilat Airport for several hours. The Lions
of the Mujahedeen Shura Council in the Environs of Jerusalem, a Salafi jihadist group based
in Sinai, claimed responsibility for the attacks.



On August 15, the Magles Shoura al-Mujahideen, an Al-Qaeda-linked group, claimed
responsibility for a rocket that was fired from Sinai towards Eilat, calling it retaliation for the
killing of four guerrilla fighters in Sinai. The rocket was intercepted by an Iron Dome antimissile battery, marking the first time the system has intercepted a rocket over Eilat.
Authorities said the attack caused no damage and there were no reported casualties.



On August 22, four rockets were fired from Lebanon into Israel. There were no casualties
but damage was caused to several homes in the Nahariya area. Another rocket fell in a town
near Acre, causing damage to several houses. The red alert siren sounded in the cities
Nahariya, Acre, Kiryat Shmona and Karmiel. An Israeli Iron Dome battery intercepted one of
the rockets. The specific location of the rocket landings was not publicized, by order of the
military censor, in order to avoid helping cells firing rockets at Israel to hit targets in future
attacks.



On October 28, Palestinian terrorists in Gaza fired two rockets toward southern Israel but no
casualties were reported.

Sinai-based groups, such as Ansar-Beit al Maqdas, also continued to pose a serious threat,
conducting attacks against both Israeli and Egyptian targets particularly during the second half of
2013. Initially, the group was known for launching attacks on Israeli targets and interests, but after
the ouster of Islamist President Mohammed Morsi in July 2013, it started directing its violence
against the Egyptian army and police. The group carried out suicide bombings, drive-by shootings
and assassinations. In one of its most high-profile attacks, the group tried to assassinate Interior
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Minister Muhammad Ibrahim in September 2013, when his motorcade in Cairo was targeted by a
car bomb. Other attacks included an assault on South Sinai's Security Directorate in October 2013,
and an attack that same month against the military intelligence building in the Suez Canal city of
Ismailiya. The group was reported to serve as the military wing of both the Muslim Brotherhood
and Hamas.
The incidents reviewed by the ICT database team mainly targeted security forces despite Egyptian
security efforts to counter such attacks, including the wide-scale military operation dubbed
Operation ‘Desert Storm’, which is launched in July against militants in the northern Sinai Peninsula.
The military offensive was aimed at eliminating terrorist activity in the peninsula. The Egyptian Navy
and Air Force also took part in the operation. According to Egyptian authorities, 500 armed
extremists were operating in the peninsula, ten of whom were killed and 20 others captured during
the 48-hour operation.
The most significant terrorist incidents that occurred in Sinai in 2013 included:


On May 16, seven members of the Egyptian army and police force were kidnapped in the
Sinai Peninsula. The gunmen kidnapped the men as they travelled between the towns of elArish and Rafah in the early hours of the morning. One of the policemen was released. The
gunmen demanded the release of members of the Islamist group, Al-Tawhid wal Jihad, who
were convicted of carrying out attacks in North Sinai in 2011 that killed six members of the
security forces and a civilian.



On July 7, unknown assailants attacked the Sinai pipeline that transports natural gas
between Egypt and Jordan. This was the first attack on the pipeline since June 2012.



On August 19, suspected Al-Qaeda militants ambushed two mini-buses carrying off-duty
policemen in northern Sinai close to Rafah, killing 25 policemen and wounding two others.
The militants forced the two vehicles to stop, ordered the policemen out and forced them to
lie on the ground before they fatally shot them.



On September 11, nine soldiers were killed and 17 people were injured (including 10
soldiers) in a double suicide bomb attack outside the military intelligence headquarters in
Rafah and at a nearby checkpoint. Militants also fired rocket-propelled grenades.



On October 7, ABM launched a suicide VBIED attack against the South Sinai Security
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Directorate in al-Tor, killing five security force personnel and wounding 50 others. Following
this incident, on October 10, a suicide VBIED attack at an Al-Arish checkpoint killed four
members of security personnel and injured five others.


On November 18, a suicide car bomber drove an explosives-laden car into a convoy of
military buses carrying off-duty soldiers travelling in the Sinai Peninsula, killing 11 and
wounding 35 others.

Syria - The Al Nursra Front and the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS)
In 2013, the Al-Nusra Front declared itself a leading player in the fight for a global jihad. Most of the
attacks that we reviewed in Syria in 2013 were attributed to this group. The organization is the
most effective arm of the Syrian insurgency and it was reported to have about 5,000 members
fighting against the Assad regime. According to the US State Department country reports, and
supported by ICT database team analysis, thousands of extremist fighters entered Syria during the
year, a large percentage of whom were reportedly motivated by a sectarian view of the conflict and
a desire to protect the Sunni Muslim community from the Alawite-dominant Assad regime. Iran,
Hezbollah and other Shia militia continued to provide critical support to the Assad regime, enabling
its capabilities and exacerbating the situation. Many of these fighters are also motivated by a
sectarian view of the conflict and a desire to protect the Shia Muslim community from Sunni
extremists.31 The militants primarily used the same modus operandi as ISIS, such as suicide
bombings and car bombs. Attacks occurred in Syria on a weekly, if not daily basis; the victims of the
violence were primarily among the civilian population. The Syrian conflict also empowered the ISIS
to expand its cross-border operations in Syria, resulting in a dramatic increase in attacks against
Iraqi civilians and government targets in 2013.
The most significant terrorist incidents that occurred in Syria in 2013 included:


On January 15, two explosions occurred at the University of Aleppo on the first day of
student exams, killing 83 people and wounding 160 others



31

On February 21, 83 people were killed and 200 injured when a car bomb exploded next to

For full details of the report please see: http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/index.htm
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the Ba'ath Party offices in Damascus. The majority of the casualties were civilians. In
addition, three bombings killed 22 people and injured 50 others in the suburb of Barzeh.


On March 22, 42 people were killed and 84 others wounded when a suicide bomber
detonated his explosives inside a mosque in Damascus, Syria.



On April 8, a suicide car bomber exploded in the main business district of Damascus, killing
15 people and wounding 53 others. The explosion set cars alight and damaged nearby
buildings.



On May 11, two car bombs exploded in the town of Reyhanlı, Hatay Province, Turkey. At
least 51 people were killed and 140 others injured in the attack. The attack was the
deadliest single act of terrorism to occur on Turkish soil and the ISIS claimed responsibility
for the attack.



On June 11, two suicide bombers detonated their explosives at a police station in Marjeh
Square, Damascus, killing 14 people and injuring 31 others.



On September 27, a car bomb exploded near the al-Sahel mosque in the town of Rankous,
as worshipers emerged from Friday prayers, killing 30 people and wounded many others
although the exact figure was not reported.



On October 20, a suicide bomber driving a truck packed with 1.5 tons of explosives killed at
least 30 people and wounded dozens more in Syria's central city of Hama.



On December 3, four people were killed and 17 others injured when a suicide bomber
detonated his explosive belt in Damascus. There were also reports in December of fighting
between the ISIS and another Islamic rebel group, Ahrar al Sham, in the town of Maskana,
Aleppo.

Lebanon
Lebanon’s security situation deteriorated in 2013 as a result of the spillover from the violence in
Syria, the involvement of Lebanese fighters in the conflict, and the continued internal political
deadlock that prevented the formation of a new Lebanese government fully empowered to
respond to these challenges. Towards the second half of 2013, bombings - mainly car bombs regularly targeted Hezbollah strongholds in Beirut and Tripoli. Significant incidents reviewed by the
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ICT database team included:


On July 9, 53 people were injured when a car bomb exploded in Beirut. The bomb detonated
in a commercial and residential neighbourhood as many Lebanese Shi’ite Muslims began
observing the holy month of Ramadan.



On August 15, a powerful car bomb exploded through a busy shopping street in Beirut,
killing at least 20 people and injuring 120 others.



On August 24, 47 people were killed and 500 others injured in a double bombing in Tripoli.
The two bombs were placed outside mosques and exploded within minutes of each other at
the end of Friday prayers. The double bombing was the first time that mosques were
targeted in what had been an escalating series of attacks in Lebanon in recent months.



On November 19, a double suicide bombing targeted the Iranian embassy in Beirut, killing
23 people and injuring at least 160 others.



On December 27, a car bomb exploded in Beruit, targeting the convoy of Mohamad Chatah,
a former Lebanese Minister of Finance and Ambassador to the United States. The bombing
killed a total of eight people, including Chatah, and injured 70 others.

Although Hezbollah, appeared to be the most prominent terrorist group in Lebanon, radical Sunni
groups based in Syria but operating in Lebanon constituted a visible and growing terrorist threat in
2013. Violence through kidnappings, cross-border shelling, and car bombings took place in Beirut
and Tripoli. The bombings were mainly attributed to the Al-Qaeda linked group, the Islamic State of
Iraq and Al-Sham, which operated in both Iraq and Syria, and illustrated how the Syrian war has
become increasingly complex as it “spills over” into its smaller neighbor. In December, the Al-Nusra
Front announced its presence in Lebanon and the ISIS threatened to enter Lebanon because of
Hezbollah’s involvement in the Syrian conflict. At the same time, other groups, including Hamas,
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
General Command (PFLP-GC), Asbat al-Ansar, Fatah al-Islam, Fatah al-Intifada, Jund al-Sham,
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the Abdullah Azzam Brigades and several other splinter groups continued
to operate within Lebanon's borders.
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Yemen
During 2013, AQAP and AQAP-affiliated groups carried out hundreds of attacks throughout Yemen,
including suicide bombings, car bombings, ambushes, kidnappings, and targeted assassinations by
gunmen riding motorcycles. The ICT database team analyzed approximately 20 major incidents that
took place in Yemen; however this is only a fraction of the cases that occurred throughout the year.
The majority of the terrorist attacks mainly targeted security forces, police and civilians. The attacks
became increasingly brazen, frequent and complex towards the second half of 2013. This was
demonstrated by an attack on a hospital located within the Ministry of Defense headquarters in
Sanaa on December 5, in which 56 people were killed and over 200 others injured. The Yemeni
military investigators said 12 militants, mostly Saudi nationals, were responsible for the attack. In
that attack, portions of which were caught on internal security cameras, AQAP operatives murdered
hospital staff, convalescing patients, and visiting family members.32
Other significant terrorist incidents in Yemen included:


On January 16, two unidentified gunmen riding motorcycles shot and killed the deputy
security chief of the Dhamar Governorate, Brigadier General Abdullah al-Mushki, just south
of Sana.



On August 11, suspected Al-Qaeda militants killed five soldiers in their sleep in an attack on
forces guarding the country's only liquefied natural gas (LNG) export terminal. Authorities
said the gunmen infiltrated a checkpoint guarding the Balhaf LNG terminal in the southern
Shabwa Province, killing one soldier. They then entered a cargo container where four more
troops were sleeping and shot them dead before managing to escape in a vehicle. A Yemeni
government spokesman said that the $4.5 billion gas facility, jointly managed by Yemen LNG
and France's Total, was one of two energy targets that suspected Al-Qaeda militants had
been plotting to attack. It was reported that the attack was in retaliation for the escalation
in US suspected drone strikes.



On September 20, AQAP militants killed 56 Yemeni soldiers and policemen in a coordinated

32

For further details of this incident please see ICT database report December 2013
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=46
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attack against military installations in southern Yemen.


On September 30, suspected AQAP militants seized an army headquarters in the Yemeni
port city of Mukalla. According to officials, 30 gunmen drove up to the army headquarters in
stolen military trucks while wearing Yemeni Army uniforms, fired at security guards and set
off explosives at the main gate. Three soldiers and two attackers were killed in the attack.
Some soldiers managed to escape but others were taken hostage. Yemeni army
reinforcements were deployed to the headquarters and cordoned off the surrounding area.



On October 11, a suicide bomber detonated at a market in Yafaa, in the Lahj Governorate,
wounding seven people.

Suspected US drone attacks took place in Yemen throughout 2013. In the most significant drone
attack, the AQAP second-in-command, Said al-Shehri, was killed in May. Counter-terrorist
operations led by the Yemeni military also took place in 2013, including the foiling of a major AlQaeda plot in August to blow up oil pipelines and seize two of the country's main ports.
Government Spokesman Rajeh Badi said the plans included taking control of the al-Dhaba oil
terminal and killing or kidnapping foreign workers. Hundreds of armored vehicles were deployed in
the capital, Sanaa, and the US and UK withdrew their diplomats.
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4. America
North America
USA
The ICT database team reviewed 36 cases in North America in 2013, the majority of which were
counter-terrorist incidents that included the arrest of militants, often as a result of an FBI sting
operation, or the sentencing of militants. The most significant terrorist attack that targeted US
civilians was the April 15 Boston Marathon bombings in which five people (including one of the
bombers) were killed and over 264 people injured, many seriously. (For a full case study please see
p. 61 of this report.)
Also significant in 2013 was the closure of 22 US embassies in the Middle East and North Africa in
August. Following the shutdown Canada closed its embassy in Bangladesh, and Britain, France and
Germany closed their embassies in Yemen. On August 6, it was reported that an intercepted
communication between Al-Qaeda chief Ayman al-Zawahiri and Nasser al-Wahishi, head of AlQaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) about plans for a major terror attack was the catalyst for
the closures.33

Canada
Similar to the research carried out on North America, the ICT database team noted that the
majority of cases reviewed in Canada in 2013 were counter-terrorist incidents, involving foiled
attacks or arrests. The most significant incident took place on April 23 when Raed Jaser, 35, and
Chiheb Esseghaier, 30, were charged with conspiring to derail a train that runs between New York
City and Montreal. Canadian investigators said the men received guidance from members of AlQaeda in Iran. Iranian government officials denied any links to the plot.

South America
No major terrorist incidents were reviewed in 2013 in South America. Our focus in this region was
on counter-terrorist efforts, mainly through the arrests of militants and the prevention of narco33

For further details of the incident see August ICT Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=215
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terrorism, such as the January 24 arrest of Wassim el Abd Fadel, a Lebanese with Paraguayan
citizenship, who was detained in in the Tacumbu prison in Asunciun, Paraguay on humantrafficking, money-laundering and narco-trafficking charges. Authorities also said was being
investigated for allegedly using money generated from these crimes to finance Hezbollah. Interpol
believe that Fadel allegedly transferred the money he made from narco-trafficking and the pirating
of CDs and DVDs in Ciudad del Este and Brazil into accounts owned by with connection to Hezbollah
at banks in Turkey and Syria. Authorities believe Fadel then deposited US$50,000 to US$200,000
into these accounts per transaction, which were used to fund training for terrorists to carry out
attacks on behalf of Hezbollah. Also significant to this region was the conviction of Florindo Flores, a
senior leader of the Shining Path rebel group, on charges of terrorism, drug trafficking and money
laundering. He was sentenced to life in prison without parole on June 8. 34 Also significant in this
region was the sentencing of 11 individuals in culmination of the long-running federal investigations
into terrorism recruiting and financing for Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen.

Central America
The ICT database team recorded no major terrorist or counterterrorist incidents in Central America
during 2013. However, it should be noted that according to both US and Israeli authorities, there
were heightened concerns about Iran’s influence in the region. In fact, following a meeting with
Guatemalan President Otto Fernando Perez in December, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon
said he believed that Iran is building a terror infrastructure in Central and South America, and using
its embassies and local Shi’ite Muslim populations as bases.35

34

For further details of this incident see June ICT Database report http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=217
Times of Israel, “Ya’alon: Iran Building Terror Infrastructure in Central and South America”, December 9,
2013.
35
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4.0 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in America in 2013 that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only regions where major
incidents took place are included)

Bombing
North
America
South
America
Central
America

Total

Car
Suicide
bombing bombing

Suicide
Car
bombing

Armed
Assault

Hostage
Kidnapping Hijacking
taking

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

4.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in America in 2013 that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where major
incidents took place are included)
Arrest

Judicial proceeding

Air Strike

North America

6

29

0

South America

3

1

0

Central America

0

0

0

Total

9

30

0

Case studies highlighting significant terrorist incidents in America in 2013
The only major terrorist attack that took place in the USA in 2013 was the bombing attack at the
finish line of the Boston Marathon on April 15, in which three people were killed and 264 others
were wounded, many seriously. The attackers initially escaped, leading to a manhunt that lasted
several days. Following the attack, the FBI released images and videos of two suspects who were
identified as brothers Dzhokhar and Tamerlan Tsarnaev. Shortly afterwards, on April 18, an MIT
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police officer identified as Sean Collier, 27, was killed and a civilian was carjacked by the suspects.
Police managed to chase the suspects, resulting in a firefight in which Tamerlan Tsarnaev was killed.
Tamerlan’s younger brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, escaped, leading to an unprecedented manhunt in
the area of Watertown. On April 19, following a lockdown of the area, a Watertown resident helped
police find the suspect who was hiding in his boat in his backyard. Dzhokhar was arrested and taken
to a hospital with injuries to the throat. Dzhokhar reportedly admitted to authorities that he and his
brother had carried out the attack, that they were planning to carry out a second attack in New
York and that they had been radicalized by watching lectures on the internet by the late AQAP
leader, Anwar al-Awlaki. On April 22, Dzhokhar was charged while still in the hospital with use of a
weapon of mass destruction and malicious destruction of property resulting in death. He was
scheduled to be sentenced in July 2014. The attack raised questions about intelligence failures
between the FBI and the CIA in failing to prevent the attack. It also raised questions about the
increasing threat of lone wolf attacks, home grown terrorists and the profile of a militant. In this
case the two attackers were motivated by extremist Islamist beliefs and the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, they were self-radicalized and they learned to build the pressure cooker bombs from
the online AQAP magazine, Inspire.36

Case studies highlighting significant counter-terrorist incidents (including arrests and legal
action) in America in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed over 30 counter-terrorist incidents in the USA in 2013. The
majority of the cases reviewed were judicial proceedings, including sentencing of militants, most of
whom had links to, or were inspired by, Al-Qaeda and its affiliated groups. Most of arrests made in
2013 stemmed from the culmination of FBI sting operations. Some of the most significant counterterrorist incidents that took place in 2013 in America included:


On January 17, Tahawwur Rana, 52, was sentenced to 14 years in prison in Chicago, Illinois,
followed by five years of supervised release, for conspiracy to provide material support to a

36

For further details of the incident see April ICT Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=219
For further details of the incidents see also the court indictment:
http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/Tsarnaev_Indictment.pdf
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terrorist plot in Denmark and for providing material support to Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT).


On January 21, Justin Kaliebe, 18, was arrested at JFK International Airport as he attempted
to board a flight to Oman en route to join Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) in
Yemen. He pleaded guilty to the federal charges. Authorities claimed he was radicalized by
the teachings of AQAP leader, Anwar al-Awlaki, who was killed in a 2011 US drone strike in
Yemen.



On January 24, David Coleman Headley, 52, pleaded guilty to carrying out spying missions on
downtown Mumbai for the Pakistani terrorist organization Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), which was
responsible for the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks. He was sentenced on 12 counts in a
Chicago jail but struck a plea deal with prosecutors to avoid the death penalty or extradition
to India. He was sentenced to 35 years after a motion by the government.



On January 31, a federal jury found Mohamed Osman Mohamud, 21, guilty of attempting to
detonate a bomb during a holiday tree-lighting ceremony in Portland, Oregon in December
2010. Evidence at his trial showed that Mohamud had written for an online jihadist
magazine, traded emails with two other militants and was in contact with another man who
left the Northwest to fight against coalition troops in Afghanistan.



On February 8, Matthew Aaron Llaneza, 28, was arrested as he attempted to detonate what
he thought was a car bomb outside the Bank of America branch at 303 Hegenberger Road in
Oakland, California. The arrest was part of an undercover FBI sting operation and Llaneza
was charged with attempted use of a weapon of mass destruction. Authorities said Llaneza’s
stated goal was to trigger a governmental crackdown, which he expected would trigger a
right-wing counter-response against the government followed by, he hoped, civil war.



On March 7, Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, a senior Al-Qaeda spokesman and son-in-law of the late
Osama Bin Laden, was arrested while being deported from Turkey to Kuwait under a
scheme orchestrated by US authorities. He is believed to have spent most of the last decade
in Iran.



On April 19, following the Boston Bombing attack on April 15, the Watertown neighborhood
was placed in a lockdown and a local resident helped police to locate the main suspect,
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, who was hiding in the resident’s boat in his backyard. Tsarnaev was
arrested and taken to a hospital with injuries to the throat. He was charged while still in the
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hospital, with use of a weapon of mass destruction and malicious destruction of property
resulting in death.37


On April 22, Raed Jaser, 35, and Chiheb Esseghaier, 30, were arrested and charged with
conspiring to derail a train operated by Via Rail Canada that runs between New York City
and Toronto. No group claimed responsibility but the group linked to the plot is believed to
operate out of Iran. The Iranian government denied any involvement in the plot.



On March 4, Hafiz Khan, 77, an elderly Muslim cleric, was convicted of channeling
approximately $50,000 to the Pakistani Taliban and of attacks against the Pakistani police
and military targets. He was found guilty of two conspiracy counts and two counts of
providing material support to terrorists.



On May 14, Abdifatah Isse, Salah Ahmed and Ahmed Mahamud were jailed for three years
by a federal judge after pleading guilty to providing material support to Al-Shabab AlMujahideen. A fourth suspect identified as Omer Mohamed was sentenced to 12 years for
conspiracy to provide material support. Isse and Ahmed admitted to travelling to Somalia in
December 2007 and attending a training camp. Mahamud said he had helped raise money
so that others could travel to Somalia and that he had helped some recruits get plane
tickets.



On May 17, two Minnesota women were convicted of conspiring to send money to a
terrorist group. Hawo Mohamed Hassan was sentenced to 10 years in prison on one terrorrelated count and two counts of lying to the FBI. Amina Farah Ali was sentenced to 20 years
on 13 terrorism-related counts. Authorities say the women went door-to-door raising
money in the name of charity, but routed the funds to Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen instead.
Following this, on May 22, Abdifatah Yusuf Isse, 29, and Salah Osman Ahmed, 30, two men
who left Minnesota to join Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen in Somalia, were sentenced to three
years in federal prison while a man they characterized as a local leader in efforts to recruit
them to the terrorist group but was not identified, was sentenced to 12 years. They were
among six men sentenced for their roles in the government's long-running investigation into

37

For full details of the incident see April ICT Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=219
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the travels of 22 young men who left Minnesota in 2007 to join Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen in
Somalia.


On August 8, Major Nidal Hasan, a former US Army psychiatrist, was found guilty by a
military court on 13 counts of premeditated murder and 32 counts of attempted
premeditated murder after opening fire on November 5, 2009 at Fort Hood’s Soldier
Readiness Processing Center, where troops were getting medical check-ups before
deploying to Afghanistan. He was sentenced to die by lethal injection on August 28;
however, it could take years until he is executed because of the long appeals process in the
military justice system. Hasan could become the first American soldier executed in more
than half a century.



On September 30, Sabirhan Hasanoff, 37, was sentenced to 18 years in prison for sending
money and equipment to Al-Qaeda and casing out the New York Stock Exchange for a
potential terrorist attack. The sentence was two years less than the maximum he faced after
striking a plea deal with the government, though it was five years longer than what
Probation Department officers recommended.



On November 5, a federal grand jury in Raleigh, North Carolina, charged Basit Javed Sheikh
with attempting to provide material support and resources to a foreign terrorist
organization. He had allegedly told an FBI informant in early September 2013 that he was
planning to join the Al-Nusra Front in Syria, and that he had purchased a one-way ticket to
Turkey, from where he then hoped to travel to Syria. If convicted, Sheikh could be
sentenced to up to 15 years in prison and fined USD$250,000.



On December 14, Terry Loewen was arrested in the culmination of a six-month long FBI
sting operation, at the Wichita Mid-Continent Airport in Kansas as he attempted to enter
the airport tarmac with what he believed was a 'bomb-laden vehicle'. He was charged with
attempting to use a weapon of mass destruction, attempting to damage property and
attempting to provide support to the terrorist group, Al-Qaeda. According to the criminal
complaint, he admitted to having been self-radicalized by the online teachings of the late
AQAP leader, Anwar al-Awlaki. If convicted of all counts, he faces life in prison
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5. Asia
During 2013, Asia continued to be a region plagued with terrorist incidents. Militants in South Asia
carried out operations in heavily populated areas and continued to target regional governmental
representatives and foreigners. The ICT database team recorded 69 major terrorist incidents and
22 counter-terrorist incidents, including arrests and foiled attacks. The majority of terrorist activity
was carried out by Taliban militants in Afghanistan and TTP militants in Pakistan. Both organizations
carried out bombings, car bombings, suicide attacks and mass armed assaults. In Thailand, despite
attempts at peace talks, 2013 saw a continued series of attacks, the majority of which were
roadside bombs waged by militants in southern Thailand. India, Indonesia and the Philippines also
saw terrorist incidents and counter-terrorist activities. Significant arrests were identified in
Afghanistan, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan and the Philippines. Afghanistan and Pakistan
continued to be what were considered ‘hot spot’ areas where terrorist attacks targeted both
civilians and military/police/government personnel and buildings throughout the year. Bangladesh
experienced no major terrorist incidents in 2013. The Bangladeshi government’s ongoing counterterrorism efforts made it difficult for transnational terrorists to operate in or use Bangladeshi
territory, and there were no major terrorist incidents reported in Bangladesh in 2013. There were
also no terrorist related incidents noted in Nepal in 2013; however, on April 13, Mohsin Khosravian,
an Iranian national carrying a forged Israeli passport, was arrested by Israeli Embassy personnel in
Kathmandu, suspected of planning to carry out a series of attacks against Israeli institutions and
tourists in Nepal. This was significant as it illustrated Hezbollah’s global capabilities.
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5.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant terrorist incidents
in Asia in 2013 that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where major
incidents took place are included)
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5.2 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant counter-terrorist
incidents in Asia in 2013 that were reviewed by the ICT database team (only countries where
major incidents took place are included)
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Case studies highlighting significant terrorist incidents in Asia in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed approximately 70 major terrorist incidents in Asia in 2013, the
majority having occurred in Pakistan and Afghanistan by Taliban militants. Terrorist attacks
occurred in most of the countries in this region including China, India, Indonesia, Philippines and
Thailand, and were mainly in the form of bombings and car/suicide bombings.
The most significant incidents included:


On January 10, three bombs exploded in Quetta, Pakistan, killing 130 people and wounding
270 others.



On February 16, a bomb in Quetta, Pakistan killed 84 people and wounded 200 others.



On February 21, a twin bombing killed 17 people and injured 119 others in Hyderbad, India.



On March 4, 48 people were killed and 200 wounded after a car bomb exploded in Karachi,
Pakistan.



On May 16, a suicide car bomber attacked a convoy of foreign troops in Kabul, Afghanistan,
killing 15 people, including six Americans, and wounding 40 others.



On May 27, hundreds of heavily-armed rebels ambushed a convoy carrying local leaders of
India's governing Congress party, killing 27 people, as it travelled through the forested
Sukma area in Naxal, India.



On June 10, seven Taliban militants armed with rocket-propelled grenades and machine
guns launched a rare assault on NATO's operational headquarters in the military section of
Kabul's International Airport in Afghanistan. All seven militants were killed. There were no
casualties except for the attackers, but the attack emphasized the challenges faced by
Afghanistan's security forces as they prepare to take the lead from a US-led coalition that is
rapidly withdrawing its remaining forces.



On June 21, TTP militants opened fire on a Shi’ite Muslim mosque in Peshawar, Pakistan, as
worshipers gathered for Friday prayers. A suicide bomber then detonated his explosives
inside, killing 15 people and wounding 40 others.



On July 7, a series of low intensity bombs targeted the Mahabodhi Temple complex, a
UNESCO World Heritage site in Bodh Gaya, India.



On July 26, a twin bombing killed 57 people and injured 167 others at a marketplace in
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Parachinar, Pakistan.


On August 5, eight people were killed and 40 others were injured in a car bombing in
Cotabato City, Philippines.



On September 22, a twin suicide bomb attack killed 81 people injured 120 others, including
many children, outside the All Saints Church in the old quarter of Peshawar, Pakistan.



On October 9, militants in southern Thailand carried out a series of coordinated bomb,
arson and gun attacks, killing three people. The government said the attacks took place in
Narathiwat, Yala, Pattani and Sonkhla and were intended to mark the founding
anniversaries of the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) and Pattani United Liberation
Organization.



On October 28, two people were killed and 38 others injured in car bombing in Tiananmen
Square, Beijing, China.



On November 16, 10 people were killed and 20 others injured in a suicide bombing in Kabul,
Afghanistan.



On December 22, three bombs exploded in southern Thailand, injuring 27 people. Police
said a car bomb outside a hotel in Songkhla injured nine people and was the most serious of
the three attacks.

Case studies highlighting significant counter-terrorist operations in Asia in 2013
The ICT database team reviewed approximately 30 major counter-terrorist incidents in Asia in 2013,
the majority having occurred in Pakistan, which included foiled attacks, arrests and air strikes. The
most significant incidents included:

 On January 3, senior Pakistani Taliban militant leader Mullah Nazir was killed by a US drone
strike in the northwest tribal district of South Waziristan.

 On March 19, Qari Abdul Hai alias Asadullah was arrested in Karachi, Pakistan suspected of
having a role in the 2002 murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl.

 On March 15, Afghan authorities foiled a potential massive truck bomb attack when they
seized a vehicle loaded with 17,200 pounds of explosives on the eastern outskirts of Kabul.
Intelligence agents said they also killed five suspected suicide bombers and arrested two
In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

63

others militants with suspected ties to the Haqqani network, during the raid in which the
truck was seized.


On May 27, two Malaysian men were arrested on suspicion of having links to Al-Qaeda. The
suspects had previously been arrested in 2012 in Lebanon for attempting to travel to Syria.
The suspects were charged with joining the Tanzim Al-Qaeda Malaysia group between
August 2012 and February 2013. Both of the men had previously been arrested in February
2012 and charged with inciting terrorist acts in Syria from Kuala Lumpur.



On July 3, a suspected US drone strike killed 16 people and wounded five others in Sarai
Darpa Khel village, North Waziristan, Pakistan.



On July 22, Indonesian police fatally shot two militants who were armed with a homemade
bomb and arrested another two. Indonesia's counter-terrorism chief, Ansyaad Mbai, said
the men were part of a violent Islamist group and were shot as the anti-terror police unit
conducted a raid on the street in an East Java town.



On August 20, 10 people were arrested in Quetta, Pakistan. The arrests led to a counterterrorism raid on a bomb making warehouse where authorities seized 100 tons of bombmaking materials.



On August 29, Indian Mujahedin (IM) founding member, Yasin Bhatkal, was arrested at
Raxaul, India near the border with Nepal. Another IM operative, Asadullah Akhtar alias
Haddi, was also detained.

Afghanistan and the threat of Taliban
Afghanistan has suffered frequent insurgent attacks, mostly in the south and east, where US and
ISAF forces have withdrawn from many bases, remaining in only a few cities. According to the
Afghan Ministry of Interior, there were 7141 attacks in Afghanistan in 2013, 63 of which were
suicide attacks.38 Among those incidents were a significant number of large vehicle-borne
improvised explosive device (VBIED) attacks, targeting Coalition Forces (CF) bases, military convoys

38

The International Security and Global Network, “The Global Terrorist Threat: Set to Grow in 2014”, January
27, 2014. It should be noted that the ICT database team only analyzed the major incidents for this region;
therefore, while trends correlated between this report’s findings and the ICT database team’s report, the
statistical data was not identical in terms of number of attacks or total casualty figures.
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and Afghan government buildings, mostly in southern and eastern Afghanistan, including Kabul.
Insurgents across Afghanistan used a variety of tactics to target Afghan security personnel and CF in
major cities and rural areas, seeking to expand their territorial influence and further disrupt civil
governance. In major cities, attacks were often well-coordinated and complex with the intention of
acquiring media attention; in rural areas, they targeted the ANSF. Insurgents carried out several
targeted assassinations of provincial Afghan leaders. As in previous years, a greater number of
attacks occurred during the summer months. Helmand, Kandahar, Ghazni and Wardak represented
the most dangerous provinces for Afghan security personnel and CF.39 The ICT database team
highlighted 25 major incidents that took place in Afghanistan, perpetrated by Taliban militants and
mainly targeting security forces/government buildings/personnel and civilians. The favored modus
operandi of the militants was suicide bombers or suicide car bombers, often carried out by groups
of militants staging multi-pronged attacks.
The most significant incidents carried out by the Taliban and analyzed by the ICT database team
included:


On January 16, a team of six suicide bombers attacked a heavily fortified compound of
Afghanistan's National Directorate of Security (NDS), killing at least one commando and
wounding 33 civilians in Kabul.



On February 26, a group of 17 Afghan Local Police (ALP) recruits were fatally shot after being
drugged by Taliban infiltrators.



On April 3, 46 people were killed and 100 others were injured when nine Taliban suicide
bombers attacked the courthouse in Farah in an attempt to free Taliban fighters standing
trial. The militants stormed the governor's compound in the capital of Farah Province where
the trial was taking place. The Taliban said all 10 of its fighters who were on trial were freed.



On May 16, a suicide car bomber attacked a convoy of foreign troops in Kabul, killing 15
people, including six Americans, and wounding 40 others. NATO's International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) said the bomber killed two NATO members and four civilian
contractors.

39

US STATE Department country report on Afghanistan
http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224824.htm
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On June 10, seven Taliban militants armed with rocket-propelled grenades and machine
guns launched a rare assault on NATO's operational headquarters at the military section of
Kabul's international airport. All seven militants were killed. There were no casualties except
for the attackers but the attack emphasized the challenges faced by Afghanistan's security
forces as they prepare to take the lead from a US-led coalition that is rapidly withdrawing its
remaining forces.



On August 3, three suicide bombers targeted the Indian consulate in Jalalabad, killing nine
civilians and wounding 23 others.



On September 13, suicide bombers detonated a large VBIED at the entrance to the main
gate of the US Consulate in Herat. Shortly after, an explosives-laden van detonated.
Additional suicide bombers then breached the outer perimeter and opened fire on security
forces inside, but were killed in the ensuing gunfight. Eight US Consulate Herat local national
guards were killed in the incident.



On November 16, ten people were killed and 20 others were injured in a suicide bombing in
Kabul. Police said the attacker crashed a vehicle filled with explosives into an Afghan army
vehicle after soldiers identified it as a threat and opened fire. The explosion occurred at
around 3:00pm local time, approximately 100 meters from a large tent where Afghan tribal
elders and civil leaders were due to meet for a national assembly, known as Loya Jirga.

Pakistan
According to a report by the Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), a total of 1,717 terrorist attacks
took place across Pakistan in 2013, claiming the lives of 2,451 people and causing injuries to
another 5,438.40 As indicated earlier in this report, the ICT database team only analyzes significant
and major incidents. In 2013, we reviewed approximately 50 incidents in Pakistan, 20 of which were
either suicide bombings or bombings that mainly targeted civilians. Some of the most significant

40

The Express Tribune with the International New York Times, “Vicious year: Terrorism surged in 2013, says
report “, January 6, 2014. Again it should be noted that the ICT database team only recorded major incidents
so, although the total number of attacks and the statistical data in terms of casualty figures for this region
may differ between this source and ICT research, the ICT database team identified patterns and trends that
correlate to the research conducted by the Pak Institute for Peace Studies.
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terrorist attacks in Pakistan in 2013 included:


On January 10, three bombs exploded in the city of Quetta, killing 130 people and wounding
270 others.



On March 4, 48 people were killed and 200 wounded after a car bomb exploded in Karachi.
Authorities said the car bomb was detonated outside a Shia mosque, just as locals were
leaving after the evening's services. As rescuers gathered to the scene of the bombings, a
second explosion targeted the rescue workers.



On February 16, a bomb in Quetta killed 84 people and wounded 200 others.



The May 2013 elections complicated the ethno-political violence in the country as more
political parties joined in the violence or became beleaguered by politically motivated
targeted killings. This was particularly noticed in the lead-up to the elections in April. Attacks
targeting political parties led to the deaths of approximately 60 people. Fakhrul Islam, A
Muttahida Qaumi Movement leader and a candidate for Pakistan’s upcoming polls, was shot
dead by unidentified gunmen in southern Sindh Province on April 11. At least 17 people,
including policemen, were killed and 60 others wounded in a suicide bomb at the Awami
National Party (ANP) corner meeting in Peshawar. On April 25, a bomb exploded outside an
election office of MQM, one of Pakistan's main political parties, killing five people and
wounding nine others in Karachi. On April 27, bomb exploded near the office of a main
Pakistan political party, killing nine people. On April 28, a bomb exploded at the election
offices of two candidates in northwest Pakistan, killing 11 people and injuring 30 others.



On June 23, ten armed militants disguised as members of the local paramilitary police
ambushed the base camp at the foot of Nanga Parbat, killing 10 climbers and a local guide.



On June 30, a series of attacks in Pakistan killed 50 people as British Prime Minister, David
Cameron, was visiting the country, pledging to help fight extremism.



On July 26, a twin bombing killed 57 people and 167 others injured at a marketplace in
Parachinar.



On September 22, a twin suicide bomb attack killed 81 people and injured 120 others,
including many children, outside the All Saints Church in the old quarter of Peshawar.

The majority of attacks were attributed to TTP militants; however, Lashkar-e-Jhangvi militants were
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also responsible for several sectarian-related incidents.
Counter-terrorist efforts in Pakistan in 2013 tended to be concentrated on US drone strikes.
Important incidents that were reviewed included:


On January 3, Senior Pakistani militant leader, Mullah Nazir, was killed in a US drone strike.
Five other militants were also killed when two missiles struck his vehicle in the northwest
tribal district of South Waziristan. Despite the killing of its leader in drone attacks and
military operations by Pakistani security forces, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
remained the major actor of instability in the country through its alliance with numerous
militant groups.



On July 30, Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP) militants dressed in police uniforms and, armed with
mortars and grenades, raided the central prison in Dera Ismail Khan, freeing approximately
250 inmates. As a result of the attack, 12 people were killed, among them policemen, Shi’ite
prisoners and civilians. One of the Shi’ite victims was decapitated. 15 more policemen were
wounded. The majority of attackers escaped. Officials blamed a combination of negligence
and poor communication among Pakistan's many security agencies; however, others
suggested that the attackers may have had some “inside” help. Only about 70 of the 200
prison guards who were meant to be on duty at the time were actually present. Although no
high-profile Taliban members were being held at the prison, approximately 30 of the
militants freed in the assault were described by the authorities as "hardened" Taliban
militants. TTP claimed responsibility for the attack.



On November 1, a suspected US drone attack killed the leader of the Pakistani Taliban,
Hakimullah Mehsud. Five other Taliban militants were also killed and two others were
wounded in the attack. On November 2, the Pakistani Taliban named Khan Sayed Sajna as its
new leader after a secret meeting of their ruling council.
The ICT database team also noted arrests and legal action in Pakistan in 2013, including: On
August 20, security forces in Quetta arrested 10 people and seized 100 tons of bomb-making
materials. Even more significant, on 19 March authorities in Karachi arrested Qari Abdul Hai
alias Asadullah, a former leader of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) who was suspected of having a
role in the 2002 murder of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl. It was reported that he
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was a “facilitator” who had close ties with other men involved in the kidnapping.41

China
The majority of terror related incidents in China were committed in Xinjiang. Chinese authorities
labeled several incidents of violence involving members of the Uighur minority as acts of terrorism.
In general, Chinese authorities did not provide detailed evidence of terrorist involvement and they
restricted the ability of journalists and international observers to independently verify official media
accounts.
Many of the attacks were not reported so it is difficult to see actual trends; however, we did note
that throughout the year the most violent group in China - the Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement
(ETIM), which authorities believe has linked to Al-Qaeda and its affiliates - carried out several
attacks. While ETIM’s aim is to create an independent Islamic state in Xinjiang, it also collaborates
with like-minded threat groups that seek to create a global Islamic caliphate. In 2013, ETIM’s most
significant attack occurred in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square on October 28, when a suspected car
bomber detonated explosives targeting tourists in the famous landmark, killing two people and
wounding 40 others.


In June, at least 35 people were killed in clashes between ethnic Uyghurs and police in the
deadliest altercation in the region since 2009. Chinese official media reported that a group
of 17 knife-wielding Uyghur men attacked a police station and government building. Chinese
authorities pronounced the event a terrorist attack, and blamed separatists and overseas
forces for fomenting tensions.



On October 28, a vehicle carrying three members of a Uighur family careened into an
ornamental bridge on Tiananmen Square and exploded, killing two tourists and the vehicle's
occupants, and injuring 38 others. The Chinese government announced that the incident
was an ETIM plot to create instability in the lead-up to a major Chinese Communist Party
political meeting. While an internet video by purported ETIM members mentioned the
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For further details of this incident see ICT March Database report
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=220
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incident, there was no independent evidence to suggest ETIM involvement.
Counter-terrorist efforts also took place in the region, including: On the March 27, 20 Uighurs were
convicted on charges including terrorism and separatism. They received sentences that ranged
between five years in jail to life in prison in five separate cases in Kashgar and Bayingol prefectures.
On August 12, a court in restive western China sentenced two members of the Uighur ethnic
minority to death and gave prison sentences to three others for what the authorities called a
“terror attack” that killed 15 people. The charges against the five men included committing
intentional homicide, making illegal explosives, and organizing and leading a militant cell.

India
According to the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism
(START), approximately 400 people were killed as a result of terrorist attacks in India in 2013.
In 2013, India continued to be one of the most persistently targeted countries by transnational and
domestic terrorist groups. Included in the total number of fatalities were approximately 200 deaths
ascribed to the Communist Party of India (Maoist) or Maoist/Naxalite violence, which the Indian
government considers its most serious internal security threat. To date, these groups have not
targeted foreigners. However, the ICT database team mainly focused on larger scale incidents
perpetrated by jihadist organizations. One of the most significant incidents occurred on February
21, in which a twin bombing in Hyderabad killed 17 people and injured 119 others. No group
claimed responsibility for the attack but authorities suspected the Indian Mujahideen due to the
use of detonators and timers, the pattern of the bombings and the fact that bombs were placed on
cycles, which is the modus operandi used by the groups in past attacks.42 Also, on July 7, a series of
low intensity bombs targeted the Mahabodhi Temple complex, a UNESCO World Heritage site in
Bodh Gaya, India. Two other bombs were defused. Five people, including two monks, were injured
in the attacks. Although police had not received any warnings prior to the explosion, they had
voiced their concerns that the holy site was a prime target by militants who sought revenge for
Buddhist violence against Muslims in neighboring Myanmar. No group claimed responsibility for the
42

See February ICT Database report for full details of the incident:
http://www.ict.org.il/Article.aspx?ID=221
In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

70

attack but again authorities suspected Indian Mujahideen militants.
Other significant terrorist incidents in India included the following:


On April 17, a motorcycle bomb was detonated in front of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
headquarters in the Malleswaram district of Bangalore, injuring 18 people. Following the
explosion, authorities arrested 15 suspects with alleged links to the al-Ummah terrorist
organization.



On May 25, Naxalite insurgents belonging to the Communist Party of India (Maoist) attacked
a convoy of Indian National Congress party leaders in the Darbha Valley in the Sukma district
of Chhattisgarh, India. The attack killed 27 people, including former State Minister,
Mahendra Karma, and India’s former Minister of External Affairs, Vidya Charan Shukla.



On September 26, Pakistan-based terrorists entered Jammu and Kashmir and attacked a
police station in Hiranagar, killing five people; they also attacked an Indian army camp in
Samba, killing 10 people, including an army officer. The attacks took place just ahead of a
planned meeting between Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif in New York.



On October 27, IM operatives detonated a series of bombs at a political rally for the BJP, and
its prime ministerial candidate, Narendra Modi, in Patna, Bihar. The attacks killed at least six
people and injured 85 others.

Significant counter-terrorist operations were analyzed occurring throughout 2013 in various areas
in India, including: On March 28, Manpreet Singh, 69, was arrested at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Airport upon his arrival from Sydney. Singh had been charged more than a decade ago
under India's Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act but fled the country when he was
released on bail in May 1999. He faced multiple charges that included alleged involvement in
seditious activities, masterminding a jailbreak and the attempted murder of jail staff. Also, on
August 18, Abdul Karim Tunda, one of India's top 20 wanted terrorist, and mastermind of over 40
bombings in the country, was arrested at the Indo-Nepal border. Police said Tunda was wanted in
21 cases in Delhi alone that were committed in 1994 and in 1996-1998. Finally, another high profile
arrest took place on August 29, when Indian Mujahideen (IM) founding member, Yasin Bhatkal, was
arrested at Raxaul, near the border with Nepal. It was reported that another IM operative,
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Asadullah Akhtar alias Haddi, was also detained.

Southeast Asia
Overall, counter-terrorist operations carried out in Southeast Asia in 2013 continued to weaken the
ability of terrorist groups to operate and to constrain the activities of large terrorist organizations
such as Jemaah Islamiya (JI), Jemaah Anshorut Tauhid (JAT), and the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).
Despite arrests and legal action against militants in this region, the ICT database team noticed a
steady flow of small scale terrorist incidents. This was particularly evident in Indonesia where
militant groups focused on domestic targets and carried out numerous attacks on police, including
a series of separate high-profile attacks in which four Indonesia law enforcement officials were
killed and seven others wounded. Indonesia also experienced its first suicide bombing in two years
when a motorcycle-riding bomber targeted a police facility in Poso, Central Sulawesi. Challenges
presented by overcrowded prisons and weaknesses in correctional facility management and
security were highlighted when inmates, including convicted terrorists, escaped in a series of prison
breaks in July. Incidents were also evident in the southern Philippines, where improvised explosive
device (IED) attacks occurred on several occasions in Mindanao and rogue elements of the Moro
National Liberation Front (MNLF) conducted a violent three-week siege of Zamboanga City that
killed dozens of Philippine Security Force members and displaced thousands. Kidnapping for ransom
was also a notable threat in this region. Malaysia continued its legal reform efforts in 2013, bringing
charges under the new Security Offenses (Special Measures) Act of 2012 (SOSMA). Also in this
region, 2013 saw a continued series of attacks waged by militants in southern Thailand, despite
peace talk attempts. Insurgent tactics involved a shift towards attacks on security forces using both
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and occasional ambushes. A new tactic was evident in the string
of operations that used large and very large IEDs capable of destroying vehicles with heavy
casualties, and ambushes in which entire patrols were wounded or killed.
Significant terrorist incidents reviewed by the ICT database team included:


On February 10, insurgents detonated a car bomb on a road in Yala Province as a truck
carrying six soldiers passed by. The militants then opened fire on the soldiers, killing five of

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

72

them. Police also said the attackers took away the dead soldiers' rifles. The other soldiers
were seriously injured in the attack.


On July 31, five people were injured in a series of bombings in Yala Province. In one incident,
a soldier was seriously wounded in a roadside bombing while on patrol. According to a
police investigation, an improvised explosive device weighing approximately seven
kilograms, detonated when Sgt. Paradorn and a group of eight field soldiers were patrolling
on Yaha-La Air road. In Yala's Muang district, two policemen providing security for teachers
were critically injured by the explosion of a bomb buried in a road. Police said the attack
happened when the two policemen were riding on a motorcycle along the rural road at Ban
Thung Ka in Tambon Lam Mai. The third attack also occurred in Bannang Sata district, when
a village security guard was shot and critically injured in an ambush.



On October 9, militants in southern Thailand carried out a series of coordinated bomb, arson
and gun attacks, killing three people. The government said the attacks took place in
Narathiwat, Yala, Pattani and Sonkhla and were intended to mark the founding
anniversaries of the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) and Pattani United Liberation
Organisation (Pulo). Authorities said that more than 40 attacks were reported across 17
districts of these four provinces.

Significant counter-terrorist incidents reviewed by the ICT database team included:


Malaysia arrested former Al-Qaeda operative, Yazid Sufaat, who was the first to be charged
under SOSMA.



In Thailand, two Iranians were convicted of a failed 2012 plot, in which explosives allegedly
targeting Israeli diplomats in Bangkok were accidentally set off.



On July 26, a powerful explosion at a restaurant packed with doctors and pharmaceutical
salesmen left eight people dead in the Mindanao city of Cagayan de Oro, Phillipines.



On August 5, eight people were killed and 40 others were injured in a car bombing in
Cotabato City, Philippines.



On September 9, approximately 400 armed Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) rebels
held at least 20 people hostage in a southern Philippine city after coming ashore by boat.



Much effort was made by authorities to arrest wanted militants and foil attacks in the
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Philippines. On January 6, authorities in Kidapawan said that they had foiled a potential
bombing attack targeting local police after receiving an intelligence tip. A bomb wrapped in
used clothing, which contained 60mm mortar rounds wired to a battery and a cell phone,
was planted near the gate of the main police station in the city. Authorities said that the
station is located close to the city jail, which had previously come under attack by jihadist
militants attempting to free their detained comrades. Bomb disposal experts safely defused
the device. There were no casualties and no group claimed responsibility.


On February 26, Arnold Mayo, a member of the Special Action Force (SAF), was arrested for
his alleged involvement in a bus bombing in Makati City on January 25 2011, in which four
people were killed and 11 others were wounded. May was also injured in the attack. He was
caught by a surveillance camera of a fast-food restaurant carrying a sack that allegedly
contained the improvised explosive device.
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6. Oceania
Terrorism in Oceania, specifically Australia, Fiji and New Zealand, is rare and 2013 was no different.
In 2013, the ICT database team saw no major terrorist incidents in this region. However, we
reviewed three major counter-terrorist incidents in Australia that involved arrests and legal action
against Al-Qaeda linked militants. Australia maintained its position as a regional leader in the fight
against terrorism and worked to strengthen the Asia-Pacific region’s counter-terrorism capacity
through a range of bilateral and regional initiatives in organizations such as ASEAN, the ASEAN
Regional Forum, and the Pacific Island Forum.43

6.1 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in terrorist incidents in Oceania
in 2013 that were reviewed by the ICT database team
Car
Suicide
Bombing
bombing bombing
Australia

Suicide
Armed Hostage
car
Kidnapping Hijacking
assault taking
bombing
0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Fiji

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Total

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

New
Zealand

6.2 Table illustrating the breakdown of the modus operandi used in significant counter-terrorist
incidents in Oceania in 2013 that were recorded by the ICT database team
Arrest

Judicial proceeding

Air Strike

Australia

2

1

0

New Zealand

0

0

0

Fiji

0

0

0

Total

2

1

0

43

US State Department Country Reports on Terrorism:
Australia http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224821.htm
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The most significant cases reviewed in Australia included:


On October 30, police from Perth's counter-terrorism unit launched a terror investigation
after they discovered highly volatile explosives in Western Australia. The material was
initially thought to be drug-related, but after further investigations police confirmed it was
actually several kilograms of TATP explosives. One police officer was slightly wounded from
chemical burns after handling the explosives. Following this, on November 9, Ben Roberts,
33, was charged with five counts of making or possessing explosives.



On December 3, two men from Sydney were arrested for alleged recruitment and plans to
travel to Syria to engage in jihad with Al-Nusra Front and Al-Qaeda affiliates. Police said the
arrests were the culmination of a four-month investigation.
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Conclusion
From the cases reviewed by the ICT database team, it seems that the Middle East, North Africa and
Asia emerged as the main regions or ‘hot spots’ effected by the threat of global terrorism,
particularly by Al-Qaeda affiliated groups and Hezbollah. Al-Qaeda Central weakened in 2012,
following the death of several senior militants including Osama Bin Laden, and despite threats by
Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, the group’s ability to conduct attacks was limited.
Consequently, 2013 saw no attacks attributed to Al-Qaeda Central but rather a rise of increasingly
aggressive Al-Qaeda affiliates in the Middle East and Africa that took advantage of the weak
governance and instability in the region to broaden and deepen their operations. Attacks by groups
such as AQIM, AQAP, Boko Haram and Al-Shabab Al Mujahideen became increasingly sophisticated
as was demonstrated by multi-pronged attacks such as the In Amanas Hostage attack in Algeria at
the start of 2013, the Westgate Mall attack in Nairobi, Kenya in September 2013, and the AQAP
attack that targeted a hospital at the Ministry of Defense headquarters in Sanaa on December 5.44
Al-Qaeda affiliates, together with the Taliban (both Afghan and Pakistan), carried out the deadliest
terrorist attacks and the threat from these organizations remains real. Groups such as the Al-Nusra
Front in Syria, Boko Haram in Nigeria, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and Al Shabab AlMujahideen in Somalia are some of the key players in the theaters of jihad. In 2013, militant groups
in Asia, Africa, the Middle East and the Caucasus emulated the Al-Qaeda ideology of global violence
and its modus operandi through the use of suicide attacks, bombings, car bombings and hostage
taking/armed assaults. In 2013, it appeared that North Africa had emerged as a new epicenter of
terrorism and extremism, and the Middle East continued to be the region plagued with the most
terrorist attacks. The threat of ‘lone wolf’ attacks, such as the April Boston Marathon Bombings,
illustrated the influence of the Al-Qaeda ideology, which often influences individuals through social
networks and the Internet, and is increasing becoming a difficult challenge for the intelligence
community. Also significant was the new use of media platforms and social media by groups such as
Boko Haram and the Al-Nursra Front as a platform to claim responsibility for attacks. The use of
social media platforms allowed violent extremist groups to circulate messages instantly, even as the
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See: http://www.state.gov/j/ct/rls/crt/2013/224819.htm
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attack was in the midst of happening, as demonstrated by the footage of Michael Adebolajo holding
a knife in his blood-covered hands next to the body of British soldier, Drummer Lee Rigby. This
caused world-wide shock and horror, and demonstrated the new modus operandi for militants’
operational capabilities.
Throughout 2013, noticeable global terrorist activity was attributed to Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps’ Qods Force (IRGC-QF), the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence and Security (MOIS), and
Hezbollah. On January 23, the Yemeni Coast Guard interdicted an Iranian dhow carrying weapons
and explosives likely destined for Houthi rebels. On February 5, the Bulgarian government publically
implicated Hezbollah in the July 2012 Burgas bombing that killed five Israelis and one Bulgarian
citizen, and injured 32 others. On March 21, a Cyprus court found a Hezbollah operative guilty of
charges stemming from his surveillance activities of Israeli tourist targets in 2012. On September
18, Thailand convicted Atris Hussein, a Hezbollah operative detained by Thai authorities in January
2012. And on December 30, the Bahraini Coast Guard interdicted a speedboat attempting to
smuggle arms and Iranian explosives that were likely destined for armed Shia opposition groups in
Bahrain. During the interrogation, the suspects admitted to receiving paramilitary training in Iran.
The threat of Iran and its proxy, Hezbollah, targeting Israeli and Western targets was present in
2013 and is likely to continue into 2014.
As demonstrated by the 500+ incidents reviewed by ICT database team in 2013, despite a steady
effort by global counter-terrorist authorities through arrests, foiled attacks, targeted killings and
drone strikes, the threat of militant groups, particularly Al-Qaeda affiliates and Hezbollah, remains
significant as we enter 2014.
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ABOUT THE ICT
Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading
academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the
global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism,
counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis
and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and
revenue from events, projects and programs.

ABOUT ICT INCIDENT AND ACTIVISTS DATABASE
The ICT Incidents and Activists Database is a comprehensive survey of Open Sources of Intelligence
(OSINT). The ICT's Database is one of the most all-encompassing non-governmental resources on
terrorist incidents in the world. Based on comprehensive and integrated information compiled since
1975, the database records over 35,000 incidents, including successful terror attacks, foiled attacks,
and counter-terror operations, along with background and follow-up information. All material is
interlinked and cross-referenced in order to provide the user with an interactive system for
retrieving data in an intuitive manner.

Click here for a list of online the ICT Incidents and Activists Database publications

For tailored research please contact us at Webmaster@ict.org.il.

