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This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the first half of 

May 2016. Following are the main points covered in the report: 

 Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, praises the popular revolution in Syria and 

Al-Nusra Front, and emphasizes that it is the only revolution among all of the Arab Spring 

revolutions that adhered to the correct path of dawah and jihad despite attempts by the West 

to thwart the revolution. In addition, al-Zawahiri calls for unity among the ranks of jihad fighters 

in Syria in order to enable them to topple the Bashar al-Assad regime, establish an Islamic 

regime, liberate Al-Aqsa Mosque from the Jews and establish an Islamic Caliphate. In addition, 

he levels harsh criticism at the Islamic State for its denial of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, 

its establishment of a false caliphate led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and its improper use of 

violence against Muslims who do not follow the path of the Islamic State. 

 Hamza bin Laden, a senior Al-Qaeda figure and the son of Usama bin Laden, calls on the Islamic 

Nation to focus on jihad in Syria and unite the ranks as the entire world is mobilizing against 

Muslims. According to him, the path to liberating Palestine is through Syria, and the battle for 

Jerusalem is a battle between faith and heresy. In his opinion, Muslims around the world need 

to take part in the Palestinian Intifada by killing Jews and attacking their interests around the 

world, as well as those of their allies in the West through, among other things, “lone wolf” 

attacks. 

 Ansar al-Sharia in Yemen, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, threatens to attack army officers 

and soldiers taking part in the battle against the organization in the framework of the Saudi-led 

coalition. According to the organization, the wives and children of the officers and soldiers could 

get hurt by virtue of the organization's desire to execute revenge attacks. 

 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula publishes a new issue of its magazine, INSPIRE, in English. 

The issue mainly focuses on encouraging “lone wolf” attacks by Muslims living in the West, by 

assassinating senior public officials in their homes and replicating the knife attacks taking place 

in Israel in the United States. 

 The Islamic State provinces in Syria, Iraq and Libya publish a series of propaganda videos 

regarding the organization’s Sinai branch. The videos include support for attacks against 
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Egyptian security forces, threats against Israel, and calls on tribes in Sinai to support the IS. 
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Ideology 

 Al-Sahab Media Foundation, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda, published the following: 

o An audio clip by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri titled, “Enlist for the Sake of Al-Sham”. He 

opened by praising the popular revolution in Syria and Al-Nusra Front, and emphasizing 

that it is the only revolution among all of the Arab Spring revolutions that adhered to the 

correct path of dawah and jihad, and strives to implement shari’a and to establish an 

Islamic Caliphate. According to him, the Syrian revolution is forced to cope with 

conspiracies spun by Britain, the United States, Saudi Arabia and its allies designed to 

thwart the revolution and prevent the establishment of an Islamic state. For example, he 

described the “Riyadh Conference”, in which most Syrian rebel factions participated in 

order to find a formula for achieving peace in Syria, as a deception aimed at establishing 

a fake Islamic government to act in accordance with the international system. In light of 

this, al-Zawahiri emphasized that Muslims must maintain unity among the mujahideen 

in Al-Sham until they topple the secular Alawite regime, defeat its Shi’ite, Russian and 

Crusader allies in the West, and establish an Islamic militant government on Syrian soil. 

Al-Zawahiri also referred to Israel in his speech. According to him, Israel serves as the 

largest US base outside of the United States abhorred by the mujahideen. He 

emphasized that the Islamic government to be established in Syria will act to liberate Al-

Aqsa and renew the Islamic Caliphate under a leader to be selected by the mujahideen. 

Al-Zawahiri also sharply criticized the Islamic State for its treatment of Muslims and jihad 

fighters who do not accept its authority. According to him, Al-Qaeda only accepts 

allegiance out of Muslims’ good will and not through force like the Islamic State. He even 

referred to IS fighters as “the new Khawarij”, a derogatory term for Muslims (named 

after an ancient Muslim sect), who have no qualms about using violence against other 

Muslims who do not follow in their footsteps.1 

 

                                                      
1
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHJ_PvUAgMk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHJ_PvUAgMk
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The publication banner 

 

o A film by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri titled, “The Trusted Leader”. In the opening of the 

video, al-Zawahiri’s voice can be heard calling on Muslims to take up arms in order to 

defend Islam from its enemies and to unite in order to liberate Al-Aqsa, against the 

backdrop of photos of former senior jihadist leaders, such as Sheikh 'Attiya Allah, Abu 

Musa‘b al-Suri, and others. Later, al-Zawahiri praised those jihad leaders who died as 

martyrs for the sake of Islam, and he emphasized the importance of a martyr’s death for 

the sake of Allah. He then eulogized Mullah Omar, the leader of the Taliban in 

Afghanistan, and noted his virtues. He emphasized that all those jihad leaders who were 

killed for Allah’s sake had sworn allegiance to Mullah Omar, including the former leaders 

of Al-Qaeda in Iraq. He added that this oath of allegiance is akin to an oath of allegiance 

to the Caliphate and that anyone who denies it is making a grave sin. Al-Zawahiri 

emphasized that all Muslims are required to help the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan in 

any way they can: by recruiting manpower, engaging in jihad, financing and fundraising 

among the wealthy, and distributing propaganda. 

Al-Zawahiri clarified that IS fighters, led by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, committed a grave sin 

by denying the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and establishing an illegitimate caliphate. 

According to him, this presents the false impression that the Islamic State is continuing 

along the path of Usama bin Laden when, in actuality, it severed its connection with Al-

Qaeda, denied the oath of allegiance to Mullah Omar that even bin Laden was obligated 

to keep, and preferred to establish an independent organization followed by a false 

caliphate. Even worse, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi first swore allegiance to Al-Qaeda but later 



 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT W ebsi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
8 

renounced it. In light of this, all oaths of allegiance made to this false caliphate are 

invalid and nullified.  

Later in the video, al-Zawahiri excessively praised Mullah Omar and emphasized his 

extreme devotion to battle against the West and infidel forces. Moreover, according to 

him, Mullah Omar did not hesitate to help jihad fighters on the various fronts, such as 

the mujahideen in Chechnya. In addition, he supported the Palestinian struggle to 

liberate Palestine by, among other things, allocating training camps for them in 

Afghanistan.2 

 

 

A clip from the video 

 

o An audio clip by Hamza bin Laden, the son of Usama bin Laden, titled, “Jerusalem is the 

Bride and Her Dowry is Our Blood”. In the clip, Hamza bin Laden called on the Muslim 

Nation to focus on jihad in Syria and to unite the ranks there because, according to him, 

there is no longer an excuse to continue the disagreements between the mujahideen 

while the entire world is mobilizing against Muslims. He added that the path to liberate 

Palestine is shorter since the Syrian revolution since Syria serves as the best 

battleground for liberating Palestine and Jerusalem. According to him, the battle over 

Jerusalem is a battle between faith and heresy, and therefore it requires a unified 

nation. He added that Muslims around the world need to take part in the Palestinian 

Intifada by killing Jews and attacking their interests around the world, and that they 

                                                      
2
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P12ts7jgHag&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P12ts7jgHag&feature=youtu.be


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT W ebsi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
9 

must cleanse Palestine of Jews and their supporters in the West. In this context, he 

called for continued attacks against the West, including “lone wolf” attacks, as a means 

of liberating Jerusalem.3 

 The Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan launched a new series of videos titled, “Ethics of the 

Mujahid”. In the video, Saifullah Khalid, a member of the organization, praised the fulfilment of 

the obligation of jihad, and expressed happiness at the fact that he was given the opportunity to 

fulfil it and fight against the infidels.4 

 Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent published two audio clips titled, “Outside Jihad: Success or 

Failure?”,5 and “Fear Nothing but Allah” by Mawlana ‘Asim ‘Umar, the leader of the 

organization.6 

 Al-Murabitoun published the first chapter titled, “The Sunnah of Allah will be Elevated among 

the People of Truth and the People of Falsehood” in the framework of a new series of lectures 

titled, “The [Desired] Religion for Allah is Islam”.7 

 

The Rift between Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State  

 Al-Sumud jihadist media institution, which is involved in publicity for the IS, published an article 

titled, “Al-Qaeda and the [Muslim] Brotherhood are Two Sides of the Same Coin: Bin Laden 

Responds to Al-Zawahiri”, by Al-‘Uqab al-Masri. The writer described Al-Qaeda as an 

organization that deviated from its path, and is preoccupied with making false accusations 

against the IS as well as theological sophistry designed to undermine the legitimacy of the oath 

of allegiance to the Islamic State. In addition, the writer accused Al-Qaeda of serving as the 

military branch of the Muslim Brotherhood.8 

 

                                                      

3
 http://ia801504.us.archive.org/18/items/hamza-quds 

4
 https://twitter.com/Alvizier 

5
 http://shbaneshariat.blogspot.com/2016/05/dars7.html 

6
 http://www.mediafire.com/download/f3840hnw8e9fjr8/10.MP3 

7
 https://ia801507.us.archive.org/23/items/new-murabitoun 

8
 https://ia801505.us.archive.org/12/items/Alqaida_Wl_E5wen_1 

http://ia801504.us.archive.org/18/items/hamza-quds
https://twitter.com/Alvizier
http://shbaneshariat.blogspot.com/2016/05/dars7.html
http://www.mediafire.com/download/f3840hnw8e9fjr8/10.MP3
https://ia801507.us.archive.org/23/items/new-murabitoun
https://ia801505.us.archive.org/12/items/Alqaida_Wl_E5wen_1
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The article banner 

 

 A writer named Abu Maysara al-Shami, a supporter of the IS, published an opinion piece titled, 

“Erasing the Symbols - Abu Mus‘ab al-Suri”. In the article, the writer accused Al-Qaeda and its 

leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri, and especially Abu Mus‘ab al-Suri, a prominent Al-Qaeda strategist 

being held in a Syrian prison, of displaying a sympathetic attitude towards the different streams 

of thought in Islam, especially towards the Muslim Brotherhood. According to him, Abu Mus‘ab 

al-Suri unjustly glorified Islamic leaders from the previous century who were considered by 

many others to be Islamic “Mujaddid” (a term in Islam reserved for role models who succeeded 

in breathing life into Islam and shedding deviant innovations), such as Rashid Rida (from the 

predecessor to the Salafist movement in the 19th century), Hasan al-Banna (leader of the 

Muslim Brotherhood), Abul A‘la Maududi (founder of the Jamaat-e-Islami political movement in 

India), and others. Even worse, he refrained from declaring these leaders, Shi’ites and Sufis to 

be heretics, and he even called for unity among the ranks of the various streams of thought in 

Islam in order to strengthen the appeal of Islamic dawah. According to the writer, al-Suri 

continued to err by calling on the mujahideen to adhere to the religious school of thought that 

he finds desirable in his his activity area. According to the writer, these kinds of statements and 

al-Suri’s beliefs reflect a detachment from Islam and an abandonment of its principles.9 

In response to the article criticizing Al-Qaeda and al-Suri in particular, Sheikh Abu Muhammad 

al-Maqdisi, a prominent Salafi-jihadist sage residing in Jordan, published an article on the topic. 

                                                      
9
 https://justpaste.it/u7ni 

https://justpaste.it/u7ni


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT W ebsi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
11 

According to him, al-Shami’s position reflects that of the rest of the IS leadership, which 

declares “takfir” on any Muslim that does not fit into their worldview. He added that the 

organization is not interested in fixing the flawed way of Muslims who fail to adhere to the right 

path of Islam, but rather it prefers to kill them. He emphasized that al-Shami and the rest of his 

organization’s leadership follow an exaggerated interpretation and their perception is 

fundamentally flawed.10 

 

 Strategy

 Al-Tahaya jihadist media institution, which is involved in publicity for Al-Qaeda, published a 

fatwa titled, “Clarifying the Statement on the Legality of the Art of Battle” by Abu al-Mundhir al-

Shinqiti, a senior Salafi-jihadist sage who supports Al-Qaeda. In the beginning of his speech, al-

Shinqiti noted that the enemies of the mujahideen seek to crush them and wipe them off the 

face of the land using planes and bombardments in their zones of operation in order to send 

two messages: a message to the mujahideen to leave the city or be killed, and a message to 

residents that every city captured by the mujahideen will be turned into dust and, therefore, in 

order to prevent the destruction of the city they must prevent it from being captured. 

Moreover, the mujahideen always care about the security of the cities and their residents, even 

if it means they must withdraw from time to time and vacate their areas of influence. This is 

what Taliban fighters did when they withdrew from cities at the start of the American invasion 

of Afghanistan, what the mujahideen did in Mali when France invaded the region, what Al-

Shabab Al-Mujahideen did in Somalia, and what Ansar al-Sharia did in Yemen when it withdrew 

from Hadramawt Province. Such action is praiseworthy and attests to the wisdom of the people 

of Yemen. A withdrawal from cities that stems from a desire to continue the battle beyond 

them in order to prevent loss of life is part of “the art of battle”, is considered a legitimate 

move, and is not considered fleeing from battle. Al-Shinqiti added that army experts 

determined that temporary withdrawal is sometimes necessary and even desirable: “This is the 

way to re-organize and prepare for tremendous successes in the future”. Al-Shinqiti further 

noted that it is actually a tactical retreat designed to avoid battle under asymmetric conditions, 

                                                      
10

 http://maqdese.blogspot.com/2016/05/blog-post.html 

http://maqdese.blogspot.com/2016/05/blog-post.html
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move to another location that enables better conditions for battle, and avoid being defeated by 

the enemy.11 

 During the first half of May 2016, a writer named Hussam al-Amawi, who is affiliated with 

AQAP, published two articles: 

o “How the US Managed to Thwart the Plan of the United States in Yemen: A 

Comprehensive Investigation of the Incident”.  The article analyzed the strategy outlined 

by Al-Qaeda in Yemen against the backdrop of the civil war in the country and America’s 

battle against the organization. In the beginning of the article, the author explained that 

Al-Qaeda attaches greater importance to the battle against the distant enemy, especially 

the US, which it described as the head of the snake. According to the author, the US is 

currently helping local regimes battle against AQAP out of a desire to confine jihad 

fighters to their territories and cause them to focus on internal conflicts rather than 

divert their attention to areas outside their own countries. In other words, the US wants 

to drag jihad fighters into a viscous circle from which they will not escape, manifested in 

a war of attrition between them and local regimes, while the US sits in safety and does 

not have to get its hands dirty in these battles. Sheikh Usama bin Laden, the former 

leader of Al-Qaeda, once explained that the organization’s general policy must focus on 

the US, which he likened to an ugly tree with many branches representing its allies and 

Muslim regimes that submit to its dictates. According to him, in order to cut down the 

tree, jihad fighters must focus on the tree’s roots and then clear away the rest of the 

tree’s branches; in other words, first strike the strategic depth of the US and then cut 

down the rest of the branches, such as Britain. A similar scenario previously took place 

with the Soviet Union when jihadists attacked Afghanistan and caused the country to 

collapse, followed by the collapse of its allies, including southern Yemen and eastern 

European countries, without any effort. 

According to the author, “the US is the close enemy, the head of evil, the head of global 

heresy” and is the number one target in the eyes of Al-Qaeda. Therefore, bin Laden 

attacked the US on its own soil on September 11, 2001. Since the Arab Spring, Al-Qaeda 

                                                      
11

 https://twitter.com/tayaha8/status/729036345197400065 

https://twitter.com/tayaha8/status/729036345197400065
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has been forced to fight against local regimes and temporarily postpone its attacks on 

US soil, but this does not mean that the organization has abandoned or failed in its 

strategy. What is important at this stage is that jihad fighters retain their strength and 

not waste their energy on internal wars so that they can again focus on attacks in the 

West. According to the author, the US has taken several steps to deal with Al-Qaeda’s 

threat to its security. At first, this was indicated by the invasion of US army forces in the 

Middle East. Later, the US preferred to help its allies fight against the organization on its 

behalf, such as Shi’ites or Sunni regimes. In Yemen, the US agreed to replicate its 

experience in Iraq and to support the Shi’ite Houthis in Yemen just as it had supported 

the Shi’ites in Iraq. However, Al-Qaeda managed to exploit this and presented the 

Houthis battle, not as a battle against Al-Qaeda, but as a battle against the entire Sunni 

population in Yemen. In this way, it succeeded in uniting the Sunni tribes, recruiting 

supporters from among them, and presenting itself as part of the Yemeni nation, 

thereby thwarting the US plan to confine Al-Qaeda’s battle to the Houthis. In addition, 

Al-Qaeda managed to brand itself as an organization that provides aid to residents and 

takes care of their welfare, and in order to win the hearts of the people it did not 

differentiate itself from them and tried to integrate with them. It made an effort to 

avoid using external and distinguishing symbols - such as not using the name Al-Qaeda, 

not waving its flag, and dressing in regular clothes rather than Afghani clothes. In Al-

Mukalla and other areas such as ‘Azan, Al-Qaeda succeeded in re-organizing its ranks, 

recruiting and training commanders and fighters, and turning itself into a powerful force.  

According to the author, the US suffered abject defeat when it planned to drag Al-Qaeda 

into a war of attrition with Shi’ite Houthi forces in Yemen, but Al-Qaeda used the 

situation to make itself stronger and to increase its military power by presenting the 

battle as one between Sunnis and Shi’ites. 

As a result of this defeat, the increasing sympathy of Al-Mukalla residents towards Al-

Qaeda, and the organization’s success in managing and providing services to the 

population, the US government became deeply concerned over the organization’s 

renewed strength, and decided to once again confine its battle against Sunni forces led 

by the Arab Emirates. However, here too Al-Qaeda managed to thwart the US plan, since 
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it could have turned Al-Mukalla into a battlefield if it wanted to, but instead it chose to 

save it strength and retreat. The author emphasized that now, with the presence of US 

forces in southern Yemen, Al-Qaeda is gaining strength by exploiting the momentum to 

present the US as a western colonialist invader and motivating the population towards 

popular jihad.12 

o “Welcome, Marines, This is Yemen”. The writer criticized the military operation that was 

launched by coalition forces, led by Saudi Arabia and the US, against the organization’s 

fighters in Yemen. He added that for a period of three months, 120 American, Gulf and 

Yemeni officers worked on a plan to seize control of Al-Mukalla, the capital of 

Hadramawt Province, but this plan was also doomed to fail and indicates the Pentagon’s 

deep concern over the organization’s growing power. In light of these developments, the 

author wanted to clarify several points: 

A) Houthi militias, supported by Iran, assumed that Al-Qaeda would open a new 

military, PR and political front against coalition forces in response to the attack 

against it, but this did not happen. 

B) The US and the Arab Emirates were surprised that the military operation did not 

succeed in killing many Al-Qaeda fighters since the goal of the operation was to 

strike a very hard blow to Al-Qaeda’s infrastructure, and to damage the 

organization’s military, economic and manpower, but this did not happen. 

C) The Emirates became a prominent force in Yemen in their battle against Al-

Qaeda, thus serving the American and Saudi plan. 

D) Al-Qaeda left behind a large void when it withdrew from Abyan and other areas, 

and it was feared that Houthi militias would penetrate those areas without a 

fight. In light of this, one possible scenario is that chaos will develop in these 

areas and battle will break out between Emirate forces and Houthi militias. 

Another ramification is that Al-Qaeda will be able to strike these forces more 

easily and wage a war of attrition and war of nerves against enemy forces that 

will be spread over a wider geographical area. 

                                                      
12

 https://justpaste.it/QADAVCUSA 

https://justpaste.it/QADAVCUSA
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E) According to Al-Qaeda, the cooperation between its enemies will not last long 

since they are divided among themselves. 

F) The Americans will only be willing to offer intelligence assistance to the forces 

fighting against Al-Qaeda and will not fulfil any other role due to the complex 

reality in Yemen and the revolution in the country. 

Afterwards, the author referred to the reasons why the organization welcomes the 

arrival of US Marines in Yemen: 

A) The presence of an American force in Yemen is a legitimate justification for war 

and makes it possible to recruit more manpower. 

B) Face-to-face battle against the Americans in the dream of Al-Qaeda, for which it 

has yearned and striven for many years […]”.13 

 

 Al-Himma Library, which is dedicated to the distribution of leaflets and pamphlets for the 

Islamic State, launched an application for children to learn Arabic letters.14 

 

 

An application for learning Arabic letters for the “young lions of the Islamic State” 

 

                                                      
13

 http://hossamamaoi.blogspot.com/2016/05/blog-post_11.html 
14

 https://dawaalhaq.com/post/42672; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQaGP5OUl8Q 

http://hossamamaoi.blogspot.com/2016/05/blog-post_11.html
https://dawaalhaq.com/post/42672
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQaGP5OUl8Q
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 Ansar al-Sharia in Libya published a song in memory of Abu Mus‘ab Muhammad al-Zahawi, the 

leader of the organization who was killed in January 2015. 

 The Islamic Turkestan Party in Al-Sham published another video (part 18) in a series of videos 

titled, “Lovers of Paradise”. The video followed the path taken by several members of the 

organization who were killed during the fighting in Syria.15 

 AQAP published issue no. 5 of its magazine, INSPIRE, which is aimed at English-speaking Muslim 

communities. Among the topics covered in the current issue were: a call to assassinate 

prominent Western economics officials in their homes; a guidebook for assembling explosives 

to be used to assassinate prominent officials in the West by planting a door trap bomb or a 

magnetic car bomb; advice for gathering intelligence, such as using Google maps or skimmers 

with cameras; words of praise for the terrorist attack that was carried out by AQIM in Burkina 

Faso in January 2016; an expression of solidarity and support for the wave of stabbing attacks 

by Palestinians against Israelis; a call to replicate the wave of stabbing attacks by Palestinians in 

Israel in US territory; the importance of focusing efforts on striking the enemy’s economic 

strength; an exclusive interview with Abu-Khubeib As-Sudani, a senior Al-Qaeda leader, about 

the life of Sheikh Usama bin Laden, the former leader of Al-Qaeda, and the struggle in the US.16 

 

                                                      
15

 https://justpaste.it/Janah18 
16

 https://justpaste.it/ENspiIs15 

https://justpaste.it/Janah18
https://justpaste.it/ENspiIs15
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From left to right: a call to learn from the Palestinians in Israel and  
adopt the “knife intifada” in the US; the issue banner 

 

 
Instructions for assembling and planting a door trap bomb in the framework of assassinating senior 

Western officials in their homes 

 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 59 of its Urdu-language magazine, 

Nawai.17 

 

                                                      
17

 http://www.mediafire.com/download/ukh3cd4y3pizivb/final+file+may2016.pdf 

http://www.mediafire.com/download/ukh3cd4y3pizivb/final+file+may2016.pdf


 
Internat ional  Inst i tute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)    

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT W ebsi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
18 

 

The issue banner 

 

 AQAP published issue no. 11 of magazine, Al-Masra, which reviewed the organization’s 

activities on various jihad fronts. Among the topics covered in this issue were: the need to 

protect the lives of innocent Muslims when carrying out suicide attacks; a theological debate 

against the IS; and a threat to take revenge on the Emirates for its involvement in the battle 

against the organization in Al-Mukalla.18 
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The first page of the issue of Al-Masra 

 

 Issues no. 29-30 of the periodical, Al-Naba, was published by the IS. The issues reviewed the 

organization’s activities in various arenas of jihad.19 

 

 

The banners of the issues of Al-Naba 
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 Issue no. 4 of the Russian-language magazine, ISTOK, was published by the IS.20 

 

 

The banner page of ISTOK 

 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

During the first half of May, attacks by the Taliban in Afghanistan continued against Afghan 

security forces, mainly in Helmand Province in southern Afghanistan. In this framework, the 

organization attacked two police checkpoints in Helmand Province and killed at least 15 officers.21 In 

addition, the organization used a car bomb to attack a police training center in Marah, which is 

located in the province. Helmand is considered a central arena of battle between the organization 

and government forces in the framework of the “Spring Offensive”, which began last month.22 On 

the other hand, the Afghan army continued to act against the organization. In the beginning of the 

month, the government executed six Taliban in Afghanistan fighters.23 In addition, the Afghan Air 
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 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-afghanistan-taliban-idUSKCN0Y11EM (English). 
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Force carried out attacks in Jowzjan and Sar-e Pol Provinces in northern Afghanistan, killing 35 

Taliban in Afghanistan fighters.24 

Meanwhile, the Russian President’s envoy to Afghanistan announced that the Afghan faction of 

the IS was planning to carry out attacks in Central Asia and Russia. In addition, he warned that the 

IS cell in Afghanistan now counter over 10,000 members, as opposed to approximately 100 

members one year ago. These claims by Russia are not new but they have increased in recent 

months with the concentration of IS fighters along the northern border of Afghanistan, which 

borders Central Asia.25  

 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the following: 

o An announcement regarding the execution of six mujahideen prisoners by the Kabul 

government. The announcement stated that the organization condemns the executions 

and emphasized that a martyr’s death is the desire of the mujahideen and, therefore, 

the enemy cannot achieve his wicked goals by carrying out these types of acts. In the 

announcement, the organization also sent condolences to the families of the prisoners 

who were executed and vowed to avenge their deaths.26 

o A denial by the Afghan government of reports that 360 mujahideen had been killed and 

injured in eastern Afghanistan. The announcement also stated that since Operation 

Omari was launched, the enemy is confused and defensive since it does not have the 

opportunity to begin operations.27 

o An approximately 50-minute long video demonstrating the activities of the 

organization’s fighters in Faryab Province, in northern Afghanistan, the preparations for 

these operations, and interviews with local commanders of the organization.28 
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The Arabian Peninsula 

The gradual withdrawal of AQAP fighters from southern and eastern Yemen continued for 

several weeks against the backdrop of military operations carried out by Yemeni government forces 

and Arab coalition forces against AQAP fighters in areas under its control. During the first half of 

May, fighters began to withdraw from Zinjibar and Ja’ar, which are located in Abyan in southern 

Yemen, following talks that were held by a committee mediating between local tribes and AQAP 

leaders.29 It should be noted that the withdrawal began at the same time as America’s renewed 

military operations in Yemen. According to the US Army, the US sent a small military force to Yemen 

in order to help provide intelligence to Emirate and Yemeni forces against Al-Qaeda. The Pentagon 

added that four air strikes have been carried out against the organization since April 23. The most 

difficult defeat for the organization took place in the city of Al-Mukalla, which is considered a 

strategic point for the organization since capturing it about one year ago, but it was forced to 

retreat from the city as a result of military intervention by Emirate forces.30 

Against the backdrop of these developments, the organization threatened to attack 

commanders and soldiers taking part in the battle against the organization, as well as their wives 

and children. In any event, it seems that the withdrawal was strategic and reflected a desire to 

avoid direct clashes with army forces that are in possession of heavy equipment, planes and other 

weapons. 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) published the following: 

o An announcement by Ansar al-Sharia, which is affiliated with AQAP, criticizing the battle 

being waged by US-led coalition and army forces against the mujahideen in Abyan. At 

the end of the announcement, the organization threatened to attack all of the 

commanders and soldiers taking part in the battle: “Their homes are a legitimate target 

for us at a time and place that suits us. In addition, we advise your wives and children to 
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 http://www.aljazeera.net/news/arabic/2016/5/7/القاعدة-تبدأ-االنسحاب-من-مدينتين-جنوبي-اليمن (Arabic). 
30
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leave their homes since they will be our next target…If the false coalition started the 

war, then it will only end as we want it to and not as Obama wants.”31 

 

Iraq 

During the first half of May 2016, IS attacks in Baghdad increased, especially against Shi’ite 

targets and Iraqi security forces. In the beginning of the month, IS fighters detonated a car bomb 

next to Shi’ite pilgrims who were on their way to mark the anniversary of the death of an imam from 

the 8th century in a neighborhood in southwest Baghdad.32 In addition, IS fighters detonated four car 

bombs in various places in Baghdad, killing 90 people. The most prominent attack among the series 

of attacks took place at a crowded market in the Shi’ite Sadr City neighborhood, killing at least 63 

people. The other attacks mainly took place at Iraqi security forces’ checkpoints.33 In addition, later 

in the month the organization attacked a gas plant in northern Baghdad using suicide bombers.34  

Meanwhile, the IS continued to carry out attacks against Iraqi security forces in areas that were 

captured by the Iraqi army, such as Al-Ramadi in Al-Anbar Province. In this framework, IS fighters 

detonated a truck bomb next to Afghan army soldiers north of Al-Ramadi and seized control of the 

supply line that connects Al-Ramadi to Thirthar District, which is located north of Al-Ramadi. An 

attack on the area by the US Air Force enabled the Iraqi army to reclaim control of the supply line.35 

In addition, IS fighters attacked the town of Ameriyat al-Fallujah, which serves as a base for the Iraqi 

army to carry out attacks against the city of Al-Fallujah, which was seized by the IS.36 

Meanwhile, the US Department of Defense announced that an IS commander in Al-Anbar 

Province, Abu Waheeb, was killed in a US Air Force strike near the city of Al-Rutba in Al-Anbar 

Province.37
 

 

                                                      

31
 https://pbs.twimg.com/media/ChmURV_XEAAV31W.jpg 

32
http://www.thenational.ae/world/middle-east/at-least-18-pilgrims-killed-in-isil-bombing-in-baghdad; 
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 http://newsvideo.su/video/4295867 
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 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-blast-idUSKCN0Y30WL (English). 
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The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq published a wide 

range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 

A. Battles and Military Deployments: 

o Fallujah Province: A video regarding battles against Iraqi army forces northwest 

of Fallujah. The battles included small and heavy arms fire, the dispatch of suicide 

terrorists in explosives-ridden vehicles towards army posts, and the infiltration of 

militants to blow up the buildings.38 

o Baghdad Province: A video regarding a suicide attack that was carried out by a 

fighter named Abu Rawwaha al-Ansari at a Shi’ite mosque in Baghdad.  The video 

combined messages criticizing the Iranian-Shi’ite influence on Iraq, as well as the 

last will and testament of the suicide terrorist and clips from the speeches of Abu 

Musab al-Zarqawi and Abu Muhammad al-Adnani against Shia.39 

o Various provinces: Filmed reviews regarding various topics, including: battles in 

Zuba (Al-Janub),40 the thwarted advancement of Iraqi army and Sahawat forces 

in southwest Fallujah,41 the destruction of a military vehicle by a guided missile in 

western Makhmur and battles against the army at the foot of Jabal Makhtul 

(Dijla),42 the explosion of a bomb next to a military vehicle southeast of Ramadi 

(Al-Anbar),43 an attack against army sites in Al-Jaraishi and Al-Tarrah Road (Al-

Anbar),44 and battles against Peshmerga forces in Nineveh Province and north of 

the city of Mosul.45 
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B. Executions: 

o Al-Furat Province: A video regarding the execution of a cell belonging to Al-Nusra 

Front that was apparently discovered by the IS “security mechanism” in the city 

of Al-Bukamal. In the framework of the video, three members of the cell 

confessed to receiving instructions from an intermediary in Al-Nusra Front to 

plant explosives in vehicles belonging to the IS.46 In addition, the province 

published a filmed review regarding the execution of five other people accused 

of transferring information about locations to the “apostates”.47 

o Nineveh Province: A video titled, “Punishment of the Apostates Carried out by 

the Residents” that documented the execution of five people accused of 

transferring information and landmarks for US air strikes against the leaders of 

the organization. The accused were shot to death by several “volunteers” who 

were selected from the crowd to carry out the sentence.48 

 

 

Encouraging “volunteers” to carry out an execution in Nineveh Province 

 

C. Civilian Matters: 

o Various provinces: Filmed reviews regarding civilian topics, including: activities of 

the hospital in Mosul,49 an oil harvest,50 a transportation engineering department 
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(Nineveh),51 production of eyeglasses (Al-Furat),52 the distribution of food 

packages to the needy in the village of Kabruk (Dijla),53 the distribution of sheep 

and food packages as zakat (Saladdin),54 and agricultural center activities (Al-

Janub).55 

D. Propaganda and PR: 

o Saladdin Province: A video containing messages for the “soldiers of the Caliphate 

in Sinai Province”. In the video, two IS fighters of Egyptian and Palestinian origin 

made threats against Egyptian army forces on the one hand, and offered words 

of encouragement to IS fighters in Sinai on the other hand, whom they presented 

as the vanguard to the “liberation of Palestine”. They called on fighters in Sinai to 

carry out more attacks against the Jews in Palestine, promised prisoners in Egypt 

that they will be freed, criticized the Saudi support for Egypt, and personally 

threatened Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. In addition, the video 

included voiceover clips containing various messages, such as: criticism of the 

Egyptian army, which it presented as Israel’s sponsor and supporter; a warning to 

the residents of Sinai not to cooperate with the Egyptian authorities against the 

organization (combined with clips from executions of spies from other IS 

provinces); and criticism of the Muslim Brotherhood for taking the peaceful 

route. The final part of the video presented the last will and testament of a 

suicide terrorist named Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Shami who carried out a suicide 

attack against Iraqi army forces west of Baiji.56 

o Al-Furat Province: A video titled, “You Shall Have the Upper Hand” against 

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. In the framework of the video, al-Sisi was 

presented as a modern-day Pharaoh serving his masters, the Crusaders and the 

Jews, and fighting against Muslims under the guise of fighting terror. Meanwhile, 
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the IS was presented as the savior of Muslims in general and of Sinai in particular. 

In addition, two IS fighters of Egyptian origin named Abu al-Baraa al-Sinawi and 

Abu Abdullah al-Misri also sent messages of encouragement to fighters in Sinai, 

and made threats against the Egyptian army and the spies who cooperate with it. 

The video ended with documentation of the execution of a man accused of 

attempting to join the Sahawat in the city of Haditha.57  

In addition, the province published a filmed review regarding the training of a 

new class in a course for “the youth of the Caliphate”. According to the photos, 

the course covered religious topics and was sponsored by the organization’s 

“Dawah and Mosques Department”.58  

o Various provinces: Other provinces in Iraq published propaganda videos 

regarding the organization’s activities in Sinai, under the following titles: 

“Patience, oh Sinai – Victory is Coming” (Nineveh), “Sinai of Pride and 

Insubordination” (Al-Jazira), “Sinai of Dignity and Steadfastness” (Dijla), “You will 

be Victorious through Patience and Faith” (Al-Anbar).59 The messages that 

appeared in the video were similar to those that appeared in previous videos, 

including: praise for the soldiers of the caliphate in Sinai (who studied and drew 

lessons from the attempts of their comrades in Syria and Iraq); threats against 

the Jews, who they described as the next target for the Sinai branch; criticism of 

the Muslim Brotherhood and the sages affiliated with the organization; and 

encouragement for Muslims in Egypt, and the Sinai tribes in particular, to 

support the IS and even join its ranks. Several of the videos made special 

reference to the collaboration between Saudi Arabia and Egypt, especially in the 

context of the bridge to be built between the two countries and an expression of 

hope that the bridge will serve the mujahideen who will enter the Arabian 
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Peninsula in the future to capture it. In addition, several of the videos combined 

the last will and testaments of suicide terrorists of various origins who carried 

out attacks against Iraqi army forces, each in his own province. 

In addition, filmed reviews were published regarding reconciliation between two 

tribes against the backdrop of a blood feud in the city of Riyadh (Kirkuk), and 

between the Albu Matyut and Albu Badran tribes (Nineveh). Both events were 

carried out under the supervision of the organization’s “Public Relations 

Center”.60 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

Syria 

Bombings continued in Syria with the collapse of the truce. In the beginning of the month, 

dozens were reported killed – including women and children – in an air strike on a refugee camp in 

northern Idlib, near the border with Turkey.61 The ceasefire also ended in Aleppo, and battles 

between the warring sides renewed in Homs and Eastern Ghouta.62 In addition to civilian casualties, 

it was reported that many militants from both organizations were also killed. With regard to 

Hezbollah, the death of its senior commander, Mustafa Badr al-Din, was especially prominent as he 

was killed in an explosion at one of the organization’s centers near the Damascus Airport.63 It was 

also reported that 13 military advisors from the Iranian Revolutionary Guards were killed,64 as well 

as 16 Al-Nusra Front fighters, including a commander named Abu Hajer al-Urdunni.65  

In the political arena, the US continued to put pressure on Russia to bring about a ceasefire in 

Syria. US Secretary of State John Kerry also set up a meeting with the King of Saudi Arabia in an 

attempt to find a way to save the fragile ceasefire.66 This meeting was preceded by a call by Saudi 

Foreign Minister, Adel al-Jubeir, to channel efforts to finding a political solution in Syria that does 
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not include Bashar al-Assad,67 and a meeting in Paris on the same topic held by the French Foreign 

Minister and his counterparts in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the Emirates and Turkey.68  

 

Jaysh al-Fustat 

 Jaysh al-Fustat, which is composed of Al-Nusra Front, Ahrar al-Sham and Fajr al-Umma, 

published the following: 

o An announcement regarding recent events in eastern Al-Ghouta. According to the 

announcement, Jaysh al-Fustat accepted the ceasefire in eastern Al-Ghouta and was 

willing to accept any initiative to reconcile between the Al-Rahman Legion and Jaysh al-

Islam that would begin with a shari’a inquiry into assassinations and the crimes 

associated with them and end with the actions of the corrupt security mechanism. In 

addition, the organization called for general recruitment in order to combat the injustice 

of the Alawite regime in the area south of eastern Al-Ghouta.69 

o An announcement regarding Jaysh al-Islam’s breach of agreement. The announcement 

stated that Jaysh al-Islam violated the agreement when it invaded one of the cities in 

eastern Al-Ghouta, killed and captured over 50 mujahideen, and looted houses in the 

city.70 

Ahrar al-Sham 

 Ahrar al-Sham published the following: 

o An announcement by the leader of the organization regarding the appointment of a new 

chairman to the “Preaching and Training Authority”. The announcement stated that Abu 

Jaber had ended his tenure as Chairman of the Preaching and Training Authority, and 

that Abu al-Sadeq had been appointed in his place. In addition, al-Sadek was tasked with 

preparing a six-month work plan to be submitted to the organization’s leadership.71 

o An announcement in which the organization welcomed the ceasefire that was reached 

between Jaysh al-Islam, Faylaq al-Rahman and Jaysh al-Fustat in the area of eastern Al-
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Ghouta. The announcement also stated that Ahrar al-Sham was remaining neutral 

regarding the struggle between the groups but would invest effort in resolving the 

conflict between them.72 

o An announcement expressing condolences over the death of Abu al-Nasr, the Faylaq al-

Sham commander of the Hama region.73 

o An announcement regarding the recruitment of mujahideen to once again comprise the 

central force of the organization known as the Suqour al-Sham Brigade. The 

announcement detailed the necessary requirements of mujahideen interested in 

enlisting in the above-mentioned brigade, including: under age 25, proficient in reading 

and writing, reliable, loyal to Islam, in good health, and ready to dedicate his life to 

military action, undergo the organization’s training and fight against the regime or the 

Khawarij. The announcement added that whoever joins will receive at least 100 dollars 

per month and provided instructions on how to make contact.74 

o An announcement by the organization’s political wing regarding the shelling of three 

refugee camps in Sarmada, which is located in the northern suburb of Idlib, by the 

Alawite regime. According to the announcement, at least 30 people were killed in the 

bombing by the regime, including women and children. The announcement added that 

the organization condemns this crime carried out by the Alawite regime, and noted that 

it serves as additional proof that the regime is not serious about committing to a political 

solution to the Syrian issue. The end of the announcement stated that the Syrian regime 

cannot have a part in the future of Syria and that it must end its reign.75 

 

The Islamic Turkestan Party in Al-Sham 

 The Islamic Turkestan Party in Al-Sham published additional videos (parts 15-16) in a series 

titled, “A Call from the border settlement of Jihad”.76 The organization also published a video 

titled, “Land of Ribat”, in Arabic with a translation into Turkestan, documenting fighters on the 
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front lines.77 

 The Islamic Turkestan Party in Al-Sham published a video titled, “Liberation of Al-Khaldiyya, 

Khan Tuman”.78 

 

Al-Muhajirun 

 Al-Muhajirun published a video titled, “The Return of Jaysh al-Fatah”, an umbrella organization 

composed of jihad factions including Ahrar al-Sham and Al-Nusra Front. The video praised the 

above-mentioned umbrella organization.79 

 

Ansar al-Din Front 

 The Ansar al-Din Front published a video regarding the joining of Liwa Sayuf al-Sham to the 

ranks of Fajr al-Sham in the northern suburb of Latakia.80  

 

The Islamic State  

 The media departments of the various provinces of the Islamic State in Iraq published a wide 

range of videos and filmed reviews, which dealt with the following issues: 

A. Battles and Military Deployments: 

o The Amaq news agency, which is associated with the IS, published a colorful 

poster regarding the organization’s capture of the Sha’er region. According to the 

information on the poster, during four days of battles the organization managed 

to seize control of the oil fields in the area, 65 regime forces checkpoints, 24 

tanks and armored vehicles, artillery and rockets. At least 100 members of the 

regime forces were killed in the battles and five were taken captive.81 
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The IS takeover of Sha’er reflected in numbers 

 

o Various provinces: Filmed reviews about various topics, including: battles in 

northern Raqqah,82 the takeover of five Syrian army checkpoints in Huwaysis 

(Hamat),83 shooting at Kudish forces’ posts using DshK machine gun fire 

(Aleppo),84 battles against the Syrian army and the capture of a soldier in Palmyra 

(Homs),85 gun battles and a suicide attack in Al-Tahtuh neighborhood in Deir 

Ezzor (Al-Khayr),86 fire directed at Kurdish forces south of Al-Shaddadi (Al-

Baraka),87 an announcement regarding the takeover of Sha’er and of a military 

site near the T3 airport by IS forces (Homs),88 attacks against villages in northern 

Aleppo,89 and the training of a new class at a training camp in Damascus.90 

B. Executions: 
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o Raqqah Province: A filmed review regarding the beheading of four men who 

were accused of spying for the coalition forces. According to the review, the 

accused were involved in transferring information and photos that led to “the 

bombardment and killing of Muslims”.91 Another review documented the 

execution of a person accused of spying in the city of Tabqa.92 

o Aleppo Province: A filmed review regarding the execution of a man accused of 

having homosexual relations. The man was thrown off of a tall building and killed 

in front of a crowd that had gathered at the site.93 

C. Civilian Issues: 

o Various provinces: Filmed reviews regarding various topics, including: 

infrastructure repair by the Ministry of Services in the city of Tabqa (Raqqah),94 

street cleaning in Al-Yarmouk camp (Damascus),95 a factory for the production of 

bakery ovens (Al-Khayr),96 the activities of the Dawah and Mosques department 

in Tabqa (Raqqah),97 the zakat center in the city of Manbij,98 and agriculture 

activities in northern Aleppo.99 

D. Propaganda and PR: 

o Aleppo Province: A video titled, “In the Footsteps of My Father”, which presented 

the life stories of the two young sons of a French immigrant named Abu Dujjana, 

who was killed in battle in Aleppo. The main part of the video included an 

interview with the older brother who praised life under the Islamic Caliphate and 

their integration into the local population thanks to the good treatment that they 

received. Another part of the video showed him giving a tour of one of the fronts 

where battles were taking place against the Free Syrian Army. The end of the 
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video documented the two youth, named Abu Mus'ab and Abu Qa'qa’, executing 

two men presented as a soldier and a spy for the Syrian army.100 

 

 

The two young children of a French immigrant carrying out an execution in Aleppo Province 

 

o Various provinces: Similar to the propaganda that was disseminated by IS 

provinces in Iraq, IS provinces in Syria also published videos regarding the 

organization’s branch in Sinai under the following titles: “With Every Difficulty 

there is Relief” (Fallujah), “Sinai – the Gate to Jerusalem” (Homs), “The 

Descendants of the Prophet will Return” (Kirkuk), “From Aleppo to Sinai” 

(Aleppo), “Sinai – the Land of Battles and Sacrifices” (Damascus), “A Message to 

Our Brothers in Sinai” (Hamat), and “The Spark of Sword and Hope” (Al-Khayr). 

The messages that appeared in these videos were the same messages that 

appeared in videos published by the Iraqi provinces (encouragement for IS 

fighters in Sinai, threats against Egyptian soldiers, plan for an attack in Israel, 

criticism of the Muslim Brotherhood, and more).101 

o Aleppo Province: A video titled, “The Raid on Villages to Spread Divine Guidance”. 

In the narration to the video, it explained that over the last two months there has 

been an increase in the number of people who joined the organization via its 

“enrollment offices” in Aleppo Province. In an interview conducted with the 

supervisor of one of these offices, he explained that there were two reasons for 
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the increase in enrollments: IS publications that influence the youth and 

intensive dawah activities in the villages captured by the organization. In the 

video, a film crew joined a dawah agent known as Abu al-Shuhuda in order to 

follow the process of disseminating IS messages in those villages. The process 

included publishing the organization’s announcements, instructing children and 

teenagers in shari’a courses, providing religious classes for women, offering 

home lectures for the elderly and disabled, establishing houses of worship and 

encouraging men to join jihad. The next part of the process (which lasted a total 

of 10 days) included holding group oaths of allegiance in the villages to the IS 

leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

It should be noted that, in addition to presenting the organization’s dawah 

achievements in the villages, the video included a threat by Abu al-Shuhuda 

against the Jews, in which he vowed that the next generation of the IS will “kill 

the men, capture the women and sell the children in the slave market” (Abu al-

Shahad himself was killed in battle in northern Aleppo Province).102 

 

 

Dawah activities in remote villages in Aleppo Province  

 

The Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula  

 The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula published a report detailing all of the organization’s 

operations against Egyptian security forces in the Sinai Peninsula. For example, the organization 

noted that seven attacks were carried out against army and police forces on May 13.103 

Africa 
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The Maghreb 

Battles in Libya remained complex. In Sirte, which is located in western Libya, battles were 

reported between the IS and Misrata militias, during which 11 people were killed,104 and in Benghazi 

in eastern Libya, four members of General Khalifa Haftar’s Operation Dignity forces were killed in 

battles against the Shura Council of Benghazi Revolutionaries.105 Meanwhile, IS forces in western 

Libya managed to capture the strategic area of Abu Grein, where the main road connecting the 

western and eastern parts of the country is located.106 

In Tunisia, counter-terrorism efforts continued. In the beginning of the month, the Tunisian 

Ministry of Interior announced the dismantling of two terror cells that had ties to the Uqba bin Nafe' 

Brigade,107 and the death of four members of the Gendarmerie forces in a counter-terrorism 

operation in southern Tunisia.108 Tunisia also announced that it took an additional step in this 

context by deploying surveillance cameras in all of the country’s provinces at a cost of 15 million 

dollars.109 

In Morocco, a Chadian citizen was arrested for allegedly planning to carry out an attack in the 

city of Tangier,110 and the King of Morocco called on the army to double its counter-terrorism 

efforts.111 In Algeria, seven IS fighters were killed east of the capital112 and three other terrorism 

supporters were arrested in the center and eastern parts of the country.113 

 

The Shura Council of the Mujahideen in Derna 

 The jihadist media institution of the Shura Council of the Mujahideen in Derna, Al-Sabeel, 

published the following: 

o An announcement by ‘Atiyyat Sa‘id al-Sha‘iri, the head of the Shura Council of the 

Mujahideen in Derna, to the residents of the city in which he denied reports according to 
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which he had ordered the assassination of several figures in the city. According to him, 

these reports were based on a confession exacted through force and torture by Ayub al-

Qabaili, a member of the organization who was kidnapped by Haftar’s forces. In light of 

this, al-Sha‘iri clarified several points: the organization strives to protect residents; the 

organization condemns the kidnapping of al-Qabaili by “Haftar’s militias” and the forced 

false confession taken from him; these false reports were circulated against the 

backdrop of residents’ support for the organization by virtue of their desire to fight 

against the Islamic State; IS fighters were committed to continuing to build and 

rehabilitate the city; the false reports were designed to disguise the truth and prove that 

the IS and “Haftar’s militias” are gangs of criminals.114 

o A video containing an announcement by a commander of the Islamic State in Derna 

regarding the murder of an innocent man in Derna.115  

o A warning to residents in and outside Derna not to cooperate with the Islamic State. In 

addition, the organization called on residents to fulfil the obligation of jihad against the 

enemies of Islam.116 

 The jihadist media institution of the Shura Council of the Mujahideen in Derna, Al-‘Ahd, 

published the following: 

o An interview with Haj Sa’d al-Ghaythi, a resident of Derna, in which he praised the 

organization for restoring security to the city following its liberation by members of the 

organization.117 

 

Libya 

The Islamic State  

 The IS in Tripoli Province published the following: 

o An announcement and a filmed review regarding the organization’s takeover of several 

villages in the framework of battles that were held south and west of Sirte. According to 
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the announcement, in the framework of the attack, a suicide terrorist named Khabab al-

Tunisi was dispatched and blew himself up at a post of the “apostates” (referring to 

Libya Dawn forces) near Al-Baghla junction.118 

o A video titled, “The Good End is for the Pious”. Similar to the videos published by IS 

provinces in Iraq and Syria, this video was also about the organization’s branch in Sinai 

and contained similar messages.119 

o A filmed review regarding the Warfalla, Awlad Sulayman, and al-Qadhadhfa tribes’ 

support for the IS. It is important to note that the tribal dignitaries who appeared in the 

photos did not formally swear allegiance to the Caliph but rather expressed their 

support.120 

 

 

Tribal support for the IS in Tripoli Province 

 The IS in Baraka Province published the following: 

o A video regarding the execution of three male nurses belonging to the medical center in 

the city of Benghazi. Prior to being executed, one of the accused said that he served as 

an army medic and another stated that he belonged to the chemical warfare unit in the 

army.121 

o A filmed review regarding the activities of the Zakat and Alms Office in the city of Bin 

Jawad,122 and a shari’a course that was held for all Muslims in the city.123 

o A filmed review regarding battles that took place against Khalifa Haftar’s forces in the 

western part of Benghazi.124 
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Morocco 

 Abu al-Walid al-Sahrawi, the leader of the IS branch in western Sahara, published a recorded 

speech in which he called for an attack against the United Nations Mission for the Referendum 

in Western Sahara (MINURSO), as well as attacks against security groups, Western tourists and 

foreign companies in Morocco.125 

 

Somalia 

During the first half of May, clashes continued between Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, and security 

forces and African Union forces operating in Somalia. On the one hand, in the beginning of the 

month, Al-Shabab fighters recaptured the city of Runirgood in Middle Shabelle Province, northeast 

of Mogadishu, and killed 15 Somali soldiers at the adjacent base.126 In addition, the organization 

claimed responsibility for a car bombing against the traffic police headquarters in Mogadishu.127 On 

the other hand, according to the Pentagon, the US Air Force killed five Al-Shabab fighters west of 

Mogadishu as it helped soldiers from Uganda who were operating in the framework of the African 

Union Forces in an operation against Al-Shabab.128 In addition, two Al-Shabab officers were killed in 

clashes with Somali security forces in the area of Hiran in central Somalia.129 Meanwhile, Kenya 

published the steps that it is taking against Al-Shabab fighters in Kenya and claimed that since the 

campaign against the organization began in the country in September 2015, at least ten people 

suspected of Al-Shabab activity were killed and 36 others were arrested.130 

 The Shahaada jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, 

published an announcement according to which the organization had thwarted a ground 

operation by US Special Forces in Toratorow city, in Lower Shabelle Province.131 
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The Indian Subcontinent 

Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent 

 Ansar al-Islam, the Bangladesh branch of Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, published an 

announcement regarding the assassination of two bloggers in Bangladesh, Xulhaz Mannan & 

Samir Mahbub Tono. According to the organization, the two were members of an organization 

called Roopbaan, which was responsible for distributing obscene and homosexual content in 

Bangladesh with US support. The organization also attacked the US government for trying to 

present the two men as role models for the citizens of Bangladesh to emulate. Finally, the 

organization called on Muslims living in Bangladesh not to believe the campaign being led by 

the US and Bangladesh in praise of the two men, since it is designed to weaken Islam.132 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
132

 https://ia801500.us.archive.org/3/items/xulhaz_tonoy_en 

https://ia801500.us.archive.org/3/items/xulhaz_tonoy_en
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ABOUT THE ICT  

 

Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading 

academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the 

global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism, 

counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis 

and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the 

Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and 

revenue from events, projects and programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP  

 

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the 

International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the 

JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique 

characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide 

variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete 

understanding of events on both a local and a global scale. 

 

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications 

 

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il. 

http://www.ict.org.il/ContentWorld.aspx?ID=21
mailto:JWMG@ict.org.il

