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Highlights 

This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the second half of 

May 2015. Following are the main points covered in the report: 

 Abu Muhammad al-Julani, leader of the Al-Nusra Front, emphasizes in an interview with the Al-

Jazira network that the organization obeys the commands of Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-

Qaeda, and that it continues its efforts to topple the Syrian regime. According to al-Julani, on 

the day after Assad’s government is toppled, the organization will take action against Hezbollah 

in Lebanon. He claims that his organization will be prepared to accept the Alawi people if they 

lay down their weapons, disassociate from Bashar al-Assad, and accept upon themselves the 

true Islam. In addition, he added that the Khorasan cell was invented by the United States, and 

that the Islamic State prevents its members from fully focusing their efforts on fighting against 

the Syrian regime and its allies. 

  The Islamic State claims responsibility for a suicide attack carried out by one of its fighters 

against a Shi’ite house of prayer in the city of Dammam in East Saudi Arabia. In addition, the 

Islamic State emphasized the importance of fighting against the Shi’ite minority and members 

of the Saudi regime, and calls upon Sunnis to purge them from the Arabian Peninsula.  

 The Islamic State focuses its efforts on public relations, with the goal of recruiting people who 

speak Somalian. In one of its videos, some of the fighters – speaking in Somalian – call upon 

Muslims in Somalia to join the organization’s ranks. 

 Al-Shabaab al-Mujahideen Movement calls upon Muslims in Southeast Asia, and particularly 

those in Bangladesh, Malasia, Indonesia, and Thailand to help the thousands of Muslims from 

the Rohingya group who escaped from Myanmar, after the latter were persecuted by their 

government. According to the Al-Shabaab, despite the physical distance between the 

Mujahideen in Africa and those in Asia, relieving the distress of the Rohingya group is very 

important to Al-Shabaab Al Mujahideen because the main goal of jihad is to relieve the suffering 

of Muslims all over the world, and not only in Africa. 

 The Salafi jihadist movement and supporters of the Islamic State in the Gaza Strip express 

harsh criticism for Hamas, due to its persecution of members of the movement.  
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New Publications 

Ideology 

 The Nukhbat Al-Fikr jihadist media group published the following: 

o An article titled “Assistance for Sheikh Umar al-Hadushi”, about a prominent Salafi 

jihadist preacher in Morocco, written by Sheikh Abu al-Bushur al-Dakali, a Salafi activist 

in Morocco. In the article, the author defends al-Hashudi’s teachings, and denounces his 

various critics.1 

o An article titled “The Knowledge Campaign: Knowledge Obligations vs. Work Challenges”, 

by Sheikh Harith bin Ghazi al-Nazari [Muhammad al-Mirshadi], a senior Al-Qaeda leader 

in the Arabian Peninsula, who was killed in the first half of 2015.2 

o A poster named Al-Zarqawi 111 published on the jihadist Shomok Al-Islam forum several 

articles on Islamist topics, in Spanish. Among the topics he wrote about were: the 

obligation to implement shari’a, a call for engaging in jihad, and an article about Allah’s 

mercy.3 

 

The Rift between Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State 

 The Pakistan Taliban’s media group, Umar Media, published a document that details why the 

Muslim world must reject the “imaginary” Caliphate of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the 

Islamic State. In the document, al-Baghdadi’s “mistakes” are revealed - such as his claims that 

he is the new Caliph - and the document calls on people not to pledge allegiance to him. It was 

also written that the older jihadist movements were surprised at the Caliphate’s destructive 

statements, made by a body that has never achieved anything, and without consulting about it 

with any experienced entity in its struggle against apostate organizations. According to the 

author of the document, even though the Islamic State is acting against the “Crusaders” and the 

“Zionists”, that alone is not enough to earn it the recognition as the Caliphate. Later in the 

document harsh criticism is expressed over the Islamic State’s deliberate attacks against Shi’ite 

                                                      

1
 https://al-fidaa.com/vb/ (Arabic) 

2
 https://al-fidaa.com/vb/ (Arabic) 

3
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

https://al-fidaa.com/vb/
https://al-fidaa.com/vb/
https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238414
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holy sites and community centers, as such acts only flame the fire of conflict between the 

Shi’ites and the Sunnis.4
 

 Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Maqdisi denounced those who accuse the Islamic Emirate of 

Afghanistan of heresy, due to its announcement regarding the President of Egypt’s death 

sentence – in which it calls Mohamed Morsi - a member of the Muslim Brotherhood and former 

President of Egypt - “a legal President”. Al-Maqdisi claimed that while the judgement passed on 

Morsi was Democratic, and was not based on religious law, the accusation of heresy is only used 

when absolutely necessary. He also said that he had in the past denounced the Afghan Taliban, 

but he was not convinced that accusing them of heresy because it called Morsi a “legal 

president” on one occasion, or because it published a denouncement of one of the Sheikh’s 

religious rulings and failed to praise him. He also claimed he was convinced that the Democratic 

method was a method of apostates because it recognizes laws passed by the people and not the 

laws of God, but he was not convinced that all parts of Democracy were heresy.5 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance 

 The Al-Hayyat media institution, operating on behalf of the Islamic State, published a video 

with a French poem (and subtitles in English), praising the pledge of allegiance to Abu Bakr 

al-Baghdadi, leader of the Islamic State.6 

 

The video banner 

 

 Islamic State fighters in Sinai Province published a video titled “A Pledge of Allegiance from 

those who Suffer: From the Land of Salvation”. In the video organization fighters vowed to 

completely destroy every pagan symbol in the Sinai Peninsula, to bequeath the message of 

                                                      
4
 https://umarmedia.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/d985d988d982d981-d8add8b1d983d8a9-d8b7d8a7d984d8a8d8a7d986-

d8a7d984d8a8d8a7-d983d8b3d8aad8a7d986d98ad8a9-click-here-to-download1.pdf (Arabic)  
5
 https://al-aren.com/vb/  (Arabic)  

6
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

https://umarmedia.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/d985d988d982d981-d8add8b1d983d8a9-d8b7d8a7d984d8a8d8a7d986-d8a7d984d8a8d8a7-d983d8b3d8aad8a7d986d98ad8a9-click-here-to-download1.pdf
https://umarmedia.files.wordpress.com/2015/05/d985d988d982d981-d8add8b1d983d8a9-d8b7d8a7d984d8a8d8a7d986-d8a7d984d8a8d8a7-d983d8b3d8aad8a7d986d98ad8a9-click-here-to-download1.pdf
https://al-aren.com/vb/showthread.php?p=30509
https://shamikh1.info/vb/
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the Oneness of God to everyone, and to enforce the laws of shari’a using military power and 

fulfilment of the commandments of jihad. At the end of the video, the fighters pledged 

allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and promised to sacrifice themselves for him and for the 

Islamic State.7 

 

Footage from the video 

 

 A jihadist group named “Mujahideen of Kairouan” published an audio recording in which 

fighters pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and vowed to take part in jihad in Tunisian 

territory.8 Based on the contents of the statement is not possible to identify the people behind 

it, but it should be noted that a group called the Soldiers of the Caliphate in Kairouan claimed 

responsibility for an attack against a Tunisian Army patrol, in April 2015.9
 

 Fighters from the Salafi jihadist group named Ma’arakat Al-Ansar in the South Philippines 

pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.10 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance banner 

 

Strategy 

                                                      
7
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

8
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

9
 http://goo.gl/wAEoxw (Arabic) 

10
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/; http://justpaste.it/kekhre01 (Arabic) 

https://shamikh1.info/vb/
https://shamikh1.info/vb/
http://goo.gl/wAEoxw
https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238427
http://justpaste.it/kekhre01
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 Visitors to the Shumukh Al-Islam forum held a discussion about the benefits vs the damage that 

came with publishing videos of beheadings by the Islamic State. The visitor who opened the 

discussion thread claimed that since those videos had become so common, they have lost their 

deterrence effect, and have become a reason for putting-down the Islamic State for such cruel 

acts. Another visitor to the forum took the opposite position, claiming that such activities 

attract the attention of teenagers and cause them to take an interest in Islam and its principles. 

Still another visitor emphasized that the Islamic State had internalized the message, and that its 

most recent publications had not featured complete footage of beheadings, but only 

segments.11 

  A former senior member of the Al-Nusra Front published a document titled “Why Palmyra 

Now?” which deals with the timing of the Islamic State’s occupation of the Syrian city Palmyra 

[known as Tadmur in Syria] from political, inner-organizational, and military perspectives. From 

a political standpoint, he emphasized that the Syrian regime did not bomb the Islamic State 

convoys when they travelled from Deir Al-Zor to Al-Sukhnah, in order to send a message to the 

West that it was preferable to attack the Islamic State first and only afterwards the Syrian 

Regime. From an inner-organizational standpoint, he claimed that the Islamic State had to raise 

its fighters' morale after the victories of the "Army of Conquest" in northern Syria against the 

regime, and after the organization attacked the Al-Tayfor Military Airport and the airport of Deir 

Al-Zor, and was not able to liberate them. From a military standpoint, the author added that the 

organization occupied Palmyra in order to fortify its rear strongholds in Deir Al-Zor, and in order 

to access the strategic weapons stores near the city of Palmyra.12 

 A Salafi jihadist philosopher named Hassan Ahmed al-Diqqi published on his Twitter account 

guidance for the mujahideen in Al-Sham, advising them how to perpetuate the rebellion in 

Syria, so that it won't subside. According to al-Diqqi, the most dangerous thing that can happen 

in Syria is that a number of factions will request the support and protection of the United States 

or of other Arab countries in the region, after al-Assad's regime is toppled. He added that the 

only way to ensure that the revolution takes hold after the fall of the regime is if the sides 

fighting in the rebellion already meet now, without the sponsorship of any other countries – 

                                                      

11
 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

12
 https://al-aren.com/vb/ (Arabic) 

https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238202
https://al-aren.com/vb/showthread.php?t=9591
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and they must agree upon a temporary constitution and a leadership. He also emphasized that 

if another country sponsors such a meeting, the last vestiges of the revolution will be wiped out 

in Syria. As a matter of fact, some of the jihadist leaders were already in secret contact with 

international and local forces, which was a betrayal of their people, and which would in the 

future lead to disbandment  of the jihad ranks and their involvement in the next regime.13 

 

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr 

 The Ibn Taymiyya center, which deals with public relations for the Palestinian Salafi jihadist 

movement, published a video titled "Memories of the Emir: A social meeting between the Emir 

Abu al-Baraa and Abu al-Muhatasib", founder of the senior command of the Salafi jihad 

organization in the Gaza Strip, appropriately called "The Army of Islam". 

 The Al-Kataib media institution, belonging to the Al-Shabaab Al-Mujahideen organization in 

Somalia, published a video titled "From Memory", in memory of three shahids who were 

members of the organization: Sheikh Abu Umar, Abd al-Rahman al-Mumin, and Abu Bakr.14 In 

addition, Al-Kataib published a eulogy in memory of Sheikh Hasan Abd al-Hirsi aka Hasan Turiki 

(1944-2015), a senior leader of Al-Shabaab Al-Mujahideen, who died of a serious illness.15 Turiki 

managed a training camp for Al-Shabbab near the Somalia-Kenya border in 2008, and 

maintained contact with Al-Qaeda. 

  

From left to right: the video banner; a banner in memory of Hasan Turiki 

 

Magazines 

                                                      

13
 https://al-aren.com/vb/ (Arabic) 

14
 https://www.alfidaa.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

15
 https://www.alfidaa.info/vb/ (Arabic) 

https://al-aren.com/vb/showthread.php?t=9608
https://www.alfidaa.info/vb/showthread.php?t=109591
https://www.alfidaa.info/vb/showthread.php?t=109848
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 The Afghan Taliban emirate published a new issue (#110) of Al-Somood magazine, which deals 

with the jihad arena in Afghanistan (44 pages).16 

 

The cover of Al-Somood 

 

 The Islamic State produced a new magazine in Russian called "Istok" which means "The 

Source".17 

 

The cover of the new magazine Istok 

 

                                                      

16
 http://shahamat-arabic.com/ (Arabic) 

17
 https://ia801509.us.archive.org/0/items/istok_1 

http://shahamat-arabic.com/
https://ia801509.us.archive.org/0/items/istok_1
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 The Al-Raya media institution, operating on behalf of Anshar al-Sharia in Libya, published issues 

11 and 12 of the periodical This is Your Nation One Nation. The periodical reviewed mostly the 

organization's activities in Libya.18 

 

Pages 11 and 12 of the Al-Raya periodical 

 

 The Ibn Taymiyya media center, which focuses on public relations for the Palestinian Salafi 

jihadist movement, published a the second issue of the Al-Wa’d magazine.19 

 

The cover of the second issue of the Al-Wa’d magazine 

 

                                                      

18
 https://al-fidaa.com/vb/ (Arabic) 

19
 http://justpaste.it/l89z (Arabic) 

https://al-fidaa.com/vb/
http://justpaste.it/l89z
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Reports from the Field 

Afghanistan-Pakistan 

In the second half of May, the Afghan Taliban continued its activities against the government and 

army. On May 26 Afghan Taliban fighters attacked police headquarters in the Helmand area in 

southern Afghanistan, killing 20 members of the security forces.20 In addition, on May 19 a car bomb 

was detonated in the Justice Ministry parking lot in Kabul, which caused the deaths of five people.21 

At the same time, the organization continued its activities against foreign elements in the country. 

On May 17, Afghan Taliban fighters exploded a car bomb, targeting a convoy of foreign forces in 

Kabul, causing the deaths of two civilians and one foreign soldier.22 In addition, on May 27 fighters 

attacked a diplomatic guesthouse in Kabul.23 

Meanwhile, it appeared that the Islamic State was looking for a way to gain a foothold in Pakistan, 

which would explain the jihadist organizations in Pakistan needed funding.24 

 

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 

 The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published the following:  

o A statement addressing the death sentences handed to Egyptian President Mohammed 

Morsi, members of Hamas, and several other senior officials affiliated with the Muslim 

Brotherhood. In the statement the Islamic Emirate denounces the sentencing, and 

accuses on the Western world and the readers for obstructing justice and human rights 

due to their silence and failure to intervene and revoke the sentence. In light of that, the 

Emirate calls upon all international and regional human rights organizations to halt the 

execution of the sentence.25 

o  An announcement about the visit of a delegation of officials, led by chairman of the 

Political Division of the Afghan Taliban in Iran, Muhammad Tayyab Agha. According to 

                                                      
20

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/taliban-kills-security-personnel-afghanistan-south-150526082430337.html 

(English) 
21

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/deadly-bombing-hits-afghanistan-capital-150519131153556.html (English) 
22

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/suicide-car-bomb-targets-convoy-afghan-capital-150517051148817.html 

(English) 
23

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/multiple-explosions-rock-central-kabul-150526195256516.html (English) 
24

 http://goo.gl/tUZKkA (Arabic) 
25

 http://goo.gl/owFa5v (Arabic) 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/taliban-kills-security-personnel-afghanistan-south-150526082430337.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/deadly-bombing-hits-afghanistan-capital-150519131153556.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/suicide-car-bomb-targets-convoy-afghan-capital-150517051148817.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/multiple-explosions-rock-central-kabul-150526195256516.html
http://goo.gl/tUZKkA
http://goo.gl/owFa5v
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the announcement, the delegation met with Iranian senior officials to discuss the 

situation in Afghanistan, in the region, and in the Muslim world, as well as the state of 

the Afghan refugees who had immigrated to Iran. It was also written that this visit was a 

routine visit in the framework of a series of visits by the Afghan Taliban to several 

countries, with the goal of discussing inter-governmental issues and in order to broaden 

and strengthen relations. At the end of the statement it was written that delegations 

from the Afghan Taliban travelled first to Japan, France, and China, and that the 

organization will continue sending delegations to more countries in the future.26 

o A statement denouncing NATO's decision to maintain a military presence in Afghanistan 

until after 2016: "The Afghan people will never suffer, even for one day the presence of 

foreign forces." As a result of the decision, the Emirate threatened that it intended to 

attack the US and NATO forces and civilians and continue the jihad war against them, in 

order to punish them for their crimes.27 

 

The Arabian Peninsula 

Yemen continued to suffer from decreased security, as well as a decline in the humanitarian 

situation    in the country due to the ongoing civil war. Arab coalition forces led by Saudi Arabia 

continued air strikes on concentration of Houthi forces in areas. 

The Houthis, on their part, were able to take control of the Saudi Embassy in Sa'ana. They claimed to 

have discovered documents containing American plans to establish a military base in the Bab-el-

Mandeb straits area, in order to protect Israeli and American interests in the region. As a result, the 

flow of refugees emigrating from Yemen, mainly to Djibouti and Somalia.28 At the same time, 

diplomatic efforts continued to be made for finding a solution that would return Yemen to a state of 

peace. In that regard, the United Nations sponsored Yemen talks on May 28, convening in Geneva, 

in an effort to restore some semblance of order.29 

                                                      
26

 http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54707-remarks-of-spokesman-of-islamic-emirate-

regarding-visit-by-high-ranking-delegation-to-iran (English) 
27

 http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54688-reaction-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-latest-

announcement-by-nato (English)  
28

 http://www.unhcr-arabic.org/557d7bd76.html (Arabic). 
29

 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/yemen-conflict-talks-houthis-iran-geneva-saudi-arabia-

150520151108734.html (English). 

http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54707-remarks-of-spokesman-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-visit-by-high-ranking-delegation-to-iran
http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54707-remarks-of-spokesman-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-visit-by-high-ranking-delegation-to-iran
http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54688-reaction-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-latest-announcement-by-nato
http://shahamat-english.com/english/index.php/paighamoona/54688-reaction-of-islamic-emirate-regarding-latest-announcement-by-nato
http://www.unhcr-arabic.org/557d7bd76.html
http://www.unhcr-arabic.org/557d7bd76.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/yemen-conflict-talks-houthis-iran-geneva-saudi-arabia-150520151108734.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/yemen-conflict-talks-houthis-iran-geneva-saudi-arabia-150520151108734.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/yemen-conflict-talks-houthis-iran-geneva-saudi-arabia-150520151108734.html
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Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 

 The Al-Hussam media institution, which assists Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula with public 

relations, published a statement clarifying the continued public relations activities planned. At 

the beginning of the statement, Al-Hussam related that it was established about nine months 

before a statement was published by Hummam al-Hamid, with the goal of helping Al-Qaeda by 

focusing its efforts on the materials of the Al-Malahim media institution, which belonged to Al-

Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula. Al-Hussam added that Al-Qaeda had recently lost many 

commanders from its ranks as a result of enemy bombing. Due to that worrying trend, an effort 

had been made to check whether there was intelligence leakage from among the ranks of the 

mujahideen, and suspicions were cast on Hummam al-Hamid. An organization fighter named 

Abu Bilal al-Harbi testified that there was no basis to the suspicions, but when al-Hamid left the 

organization and joined supporters of the Islamic State in Yemen, the suspicion resurfaced that 

Hummam al-Hamid was in fact a spy, and that the recommendations describing him had all 

been lies. In addition, al-Hamid participated in founding the Al-Battar media institution, which 

assists with public relations for the Islamic State. Taking that into consideration, Al-Hussam 

declared that it intended to replace the leadership of the Al-Hussam institution, as well as 

change its name to a different name – or close the account altogether. In conclusion, Al-Hussam 

announced that it would cease operating until further notice. In addition, Al-Hussam clarified 

that it was not the owner of the Sariyyat al-Hussam lil-Nashr account, and therefore caution 

should be exercised with regard to its content.30 

In response to the accusations against the jihad activist Hummam al-Hamid, the Al-Battar media 

institution, which helps with public relations for the Islamic State, published an opinion about 

the matter. According to Al-Battar, there was no truth to the accusations, and al-Hamied was 

innocent of any wrongdoing. All responsibility for the shortcomings of the Al-Hussam institution 

and the infiltration of spies into its ranks falls on the shoulders of the Al-Hussam institution 

alone. According to Al-Battar, while al-Hamid was indeed one of the founders of Al-Battar, he 

was not the only founder, but simply a partner in a long line of founders. Secondly, later on he 
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left Al-Battar and all contact with him was discontinued. In conclusion, Al-Batar emphasized that 

it was not an official branch of the Islamic State, but simply assisted that organization with 

public relations.31  

  

The Islamic State  

 The Islamic State in Najd Province in Saudi Arabia claimed responsibility for a suicide attack 

carried out against a Shi'ite mosque in the city of Dammam in eastern Saudi Arabia. In the 

announcement, it was emphasized that the suicide terrorist, named Abu Jundul al-Jazrawi, was 

able to carry out the attack despite the strict security that the Saudis posted around the 

mosque.32 Newspaper sources revealed that four people were killed in the attack.33 In an audio 

recording, the Islamic State emphasized the importance of fighting against the Shi'ite minority 

and members of the Saudi regime, and called for the purification of the Arabian Peninsula.34 

In response to the aforementioned attack, the "Strategic Matters" Twitter account, which 

identifies with Al-Qaeda, published a letter written by Sheikh Osama bin Laden, former leader of 

Al-Qaeda, that it is forbidden to attack Shi'ite mosques, and anyone who engages in such acts is 

a "Kharij".35 To offer support for this standpoint, a video was published by Sheikh Atiya Allah, a 

senior member of Al-Qaeda who was killed in 2013, in which he denounces harming innocent 

Muslims in mosques and in other crowded places, such as markets.36 

 The Sariyyat Al-Malhama media institution and The Media Front for Support of the Islamic State 

published an article written by an anonymous author, about the threat presented by the Islamic 

State to the Gulf States. The author claimed that the Islamic State – and not Iran – is the real 

threat to the Gulf States, due to the participation of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in Operation 

Decisive Storm, against the Houthis in Yemen. At the end of the article, the author expresses his 

hope and expectation that the Islamic State will soon take over the Arabian Peninsula, and 

called upon all Muslims to support the Islamic State in that effort.37 
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The Islamic State - Sanaa Province 

The Islamic State in Sanaa Province published a video titled "Exciting Messages from Yemen – the 

Land of Faith and Wisdom”. In the video, an Islamic State fighter in Yemen threatened to continue 

jihad and fighting against the enemies of Islam, including the Houthis in Yemen, and promised to 

make efforts towards expanding the Islamic Caliphate’s territory in Yemen, under the leadership of 

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.38  

 

 

Iraq 

The second half of May was marked by the Iraqi Army's announcement, together with eh Popular 

Mobilization Forces,39 of a broad operation in the city of Ramadi, capital  of Al-Anbar Province, with 

the goal of ousting Islamic State forces that had taken control of the city. ON May 31, the Iraqi 

Defense Minister stated that the army forces had successfully entered the western section of the city 

after an exchange of fire with IS forces,40 and later reported that the security forces had achieved 

total control of additional parts of the city, and had surrounded Islamic State forces.41 

At the same time, American sources reported that Iran had sent soldiers and heavy artillery 

weapons to Iraq, and that the Iranian forces had participated in the battle over the city of Baiji.42 

Additional accounts about American involvement was found in reports in the Iranian media itself, 

which reported on the death of one of the commanders of the Revolutionary Guards during combat 
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in the city of Ramadi,43 and in the Iranian army's statement acknowledging that Iranian forces had 

penetrated forty kilometers deep into Iraqi territory in order to push back IS forces. 

In the international arena, the United States and Russia announces that they would assist the Iraqi 

Army. In light of the advances made by the Islamic State in Al-Anbar Province, American Vice 

President Joe Biden announced that his country would hasten to the weapons shipments to Iraq,44 

while the President of Russia (who hosted Prime Minister of Iraq, Haider al-Abadi) promised to 

strengthen the military cooperation between the two countries.45 

 

The Islamic State 

 A writer named Abu Rymaysah al-Britani, a British jihad fighter, published a booklet in English 

titled “A Brief Guide to the Islamic State”. In the introduction, the author wrote that the booklet 

is intended for anyone who wants to immigrate to Caliphate territory and to learn about the 

way of life in that territory. He offers information about the food, weather, transportation, 

technology, types of people, education, and more.46 

 

The cover of the guidebook 
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The Islamic State - Baghdad Province 

 The Islamic State in Baghdad Province published the following: 

o A claim of reponsibility for a suicide attack and the detonation of several car bombs in 

the capital city of Baghdad, in order to “take revenge on behalf of the weak, and to 

intimidate the Safavids” (the Shi’ites). In the announcement, it was stated that the 

terrorist parked the car bomb near the Ishtar Hotel, and then left the area only so he 

could detonate another car bomb at the Babylon Hotel. At the same time, other fighters 

detonated two more car bombs in Sadr City (a Shi’ite neighborhood in Baghdad), in an 

explosion that lead to the deaths of almost twenty people.47 

 

The Islamic State – Al-Anbar Province 

 The Islamic State in the Al-Anbar Province published the following: 

o A video titled “Ramadi – the Graveyard of our Enemies”, documenting some of the 

clashes in the Al-Hawz district in the north-west part of the city. The video featured 

attacks, some with weapons that were taken as booty, and photographs of sites 

abandoned by the Iraqi security forces.48 

o The second part of the video “The Abu Turab al-Ansari Raid”. The video documented an 

attack by the IS in the Albu Farraj area north of the city of Ramadi. The raid included two 

suicide attacks carried out by terrorists from Syrian and Uzbekistan.49 

o A photo report documenting “The joy of the Muslims from Ratba for the conquests in 

Ramadi”. The photographs depicted armed fighters carrying the IS black flag, parading 

among the residents of the city.50 
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An Islamic State parade in the city of al-Ratba to mark the victory in Ramadi 

 

o A photo report about the activities of the “information stations” in the province, which 

distributed information to the residents and showed movies about the organization.51 

o A photo report about the attack on Iraqi army posts, including firing RPG rockets and a 

suicide attack.52 

 

The Islamic State – Kirkuk Province 

 The Islamic State in the Kirkuk Province published the following: 

o A video titled “Seize Them and Kill Them Wherever You Find Them”, documenting an IS 

attack on the Iraqi security forces in the Allas and Ujayl oil fields. The attack, in which 

more than twenty fighters took part, included shooting to soften targets and sending two 

suicide bombers in car bombs to open the road. Images of the bodies of dead soldiers 

and the weapons and vehicles taken as booty at the end of the attack, with the 

soundtrack playin parts of a speech made by the organization’s spokesman, Abu 

Muhammed Al-Adnani, including incitement against Shi’ites.53 

o A photo report about the end of year exams in the province.54  

 

The Islamic State – Saladin Province 

 The Islamic State in the Saladin Province published the following: 

o A video about the organization’s media and public relations activities, presenting them  
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as an integral part of the jihad process. The video began with Islamic State “field 

reporters” going out with the fighters in order to film them during battle. Later, the video 

featured a member of the organization explaining the importance of public relations, and 

explaining the role it has fulfilled since the ancient days of Islam and until today. The 

fighter praised the “anonymous soldiers” who are active behind the cameras, 

documenting the Islamic State activities, and claimed that in their merit the organization 

had enjoyed numerous media victories opposite the West. Addressing the media people 

themselves, the fighter called upon them to continue to excel and “transmit the facts as 

they are” to the audiences who were eager to view the organization’s new publications. 

The last message from the fighter was dedicated to all of the “Islamic State supporters” 

whoever they were, who made intellectual contributions to the organization and raised 

the morale of the fighters.55 

 

Armed with weapons and a camera – praising the Islamic State media activists 

 

o  A video documenting some of the clashes between the Islamic State and the Shi’ite 

militias on the outskirts of the city of Samarra. The attack by the Islamic State followed 

the usual format, which included preliminary bombing of a post, and use of two suicide 

bombers driving to their deaths in vehicles rigged with explosives. After capturing the 

post, the fighters exploded the post and burned the holy Shi’ite flags waving above it. 

The video ended with a display of the booty seized during the attack, and footage of the 

shahids who fell in the battle.56 

o  A photo report about distributing fliers in the province. Among other things, the fliers 
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were about the following subjects: the prohibition against smoking, loyalty to Islam and 

not to a nation, and the commandment to grow a beard and not shave it.57 

o A photo report about the harvest season in the province.58 

 

The Islamic State – Nineveh Province 

 The Islamic State in the Nineveh Province published the following: 

o A video about “The Happiness of the Residents” in Nineveh Province, due to the 

organization’s successes in Al-Anbar Province, and specifically due to the conquest of the 

city of Ramadi. The video documented fighters and civilians cheering in the streets,   

blessing the Islamic State for its successes, and expressing hope that other cities and 

regions would soon be conquered.59  

o A photo report about the exam system in the province schools. From the photographs – 

which featured students taking an Arabic exam – it was clear that the Islamic State 

Department of Education oversees an orderly and organized mechanism of dealing with 

the curriculum in general and the exam system specifically.60  

 

School exams in Nineveh Province 
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o  A video documenting the firing of mortar rockets and the exchange of fire in clashes 

opposite Peshmerga militia forces. Aside from mortar rockets, the attack included the 

use of medium and heavy weapons.61 

o A photo report documenting fighters training in built up areas, including the use of 

weapons, and rappelling down from buildings with ropes.62 

o A photo report about maintenance work on the water and sewage infrastructures by the 

Islamic State Department of Services.63 

o A collection of photo reports dealing with the civilian aspect of daily life in the city of 

Mosul under the organization’s rule. The reports document, among other things, the 

activities of restaurants, businesses and coffee markets in the city.64 

o A photograph posted on Twitter of an official Islamic State document, published on May 

18, asking doctors, pharmacists, nurses and other medical professionals to return to the 

Caliphate territories after having left them – whether to other parts of Iraq, or to Arab 

countries, or even Europe. The document included a threat of confiscating the money 

and property of any doctor who did not “repent” and return to his position in the 

province. The document, which bears the stamp of the Department of Health and the 

Judicial Department of Grievances, was blatant evidence of the lack of medical teams in 

the areas controlled by the Islamic State.65 

 

The Islamic State – Al-Janub Province 

 The Islamic State in the Al-Janub Province published the following: 

o A video called “The Battle of Zoba”. The video documented activities of IS fighters against 

posts and areas under the control of the Iraqi Army in the province. The attack included 

rocket fire, RPGs, and use of light weapons. The second half of the video included 

documentation of statements made by captured soldiers before they were brought to 
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the city and killed in front of an audience.66 

o A video about an attack in the Al-Ma’amir area, about 30 kilometers from the capital 

Baghdad. The attack was carried out against Iraqi Army posts and included infiltrating the 

posts after firing rockets to “soften targets”. In addition, two suicide attacks using 

vehicles rigged with explosives were carried by a Syrian and Tunisian fighters. The video 

concludes with footage of the bodies of killed soldiers and the weapons taken as booty, 

with the soundtrack in the background playing words of praise for jihad, taken from 

speeches by the Islamic State spokesman, Abu Muhammad al-Adnani.67 

 

The suicide bomber Abu Fatima al-Tunisi driving to his death in an armored vehicle rigged with 

explosives 

 

o Photo reports about using a 23 mm sniper rifle and SPG9 rockets to attack and destroy 

control towers belonging to the Iraqi Army.68 

 

The Islamic State – Falluja Province 

 The Islamic State in Falluja Province published the following: 

o A video titled “The Raid of Abu Ammar al-Fahdawi”. The video included documentation 

of attacks against Iraqi security forces, including exchange of gunfire, use of suicide 

attackers, and displaying the bodies of killed soldiers alongside booty. The video ended 

with the slaughter of a number of cows – beheading them and distributing the meat in 
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celebration of the victory.69 

o A photo report about the ammunition taken as booty from the Iraqi Army in the Al-

Karma area.70 

o A photo report about the hanging execution of Iraqi soldiers.71 

o A photo report about planting trees along streets.72 

 

The Islamic State – Al-Furat Province 

 The Islamic State in Al-Furat Province published the following: 

o A video titled “A Message to Muslims in Somalia”, featuring five Islamic State fighters 

speaking in Somalian (with Arabic and English subtitles) to the Muslims in their 

homeland. During the video, one of the fighters depicted the Islamic State as the 

redeemer of Muslims, which protects them from the Christians and “deserters of 

religion”. To support his point, the fighter mentions the execution of Ethiopian Christians 

in Libya by the Islamic State. Another fighter claimed that the Islamic State had already 

surrounded all of Somalia and called upon the Muslims of the country to join the 

organization’s ranks.73 

 

A message to Muslims in Somalia in Al-Furat Province 

 

o A report about firing 20 Katyusha rockets at the Iraqi Army and Shi’ite militias in the 

Haditha Dam area, in the east part of the province. According to the report, dozens were 
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killed and injured as a result of the rocket fire.74 

o A report about IS soldiers taking over the Al-Walid border crossing on the Iraqi side, after 

members of the organization had already taken over the crossing on the Syrian side a 

few days earlier.75 

 

The Islamic State – Diyala Province 

 The Islamic State in Diyala Province published reports about several activities carried out in the 

province, including detonating 12 explosive devices against Iraqi Army forces in Balad Duruz, 

and detonating 5 car bombs in the Baqubah area.76 

 

Al-Sham [The Levant] 

The second half of May began with the Islamic State's conquest of the city of Palmyra, in the center 

of Homs Province.77 This increased the concern of UNISCO that archeological sites in the city would 

be destroyed by the organization.78 After Tadmur was conquered, the Islamic State went on to take 

contol of the Al-Tanaf border crossing, which is the crossing point between Syria and Iraq that until 

recently had been controlled by the Syrian government.79 

As the result of the Islamic State's takeover of Tadmur, the director of the Syrian Observatory for 

Human Rights, Rami Abd al-Rahman, stated that the Islamic State already controlled 30% of Al-

Hasakah Province, Al-Raqqah Province, most of Deir Al-Zor Province, and the north-eastern part of 

Aleppo Province. In addition, the organization had fighters in the eastern suburbs of Tadmor, on the 
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Iraqi border, and in the eastern periphery of Hama.80 Al-Rahman said that the Syrian regime 

controlled only 22% of the country's total territory.81 

At the same time, the Fattah Army organization was able to take over the Syrian regime's largest 

remaining military camp in Idlib, near the city of Al-Mastouma,82 and the city of Ariha, which was 

the last city controlled by the Syrian regime in Idlib.83 With regard to clashed with the Fattach Army 

in the Qalamoun mountains, the leader of Hezbollah  claimed that his forces were assisting al-Asad 

and had made significant progress, but that the fighting in the area was far from nearing an end.84 

Meanwhile, coalition force intervention continued in Syria. On the night between May 15 and May 

16, US forces raided the Al-Amr village and killed an Islamic State senior official – Abu Sayyaf, who 

was involved in managing the organization's activities relating to gas, oil, and finances.85 

 

Syria 

Al-Nusra Front   

 Al-Nusra Front’s Emir, Abu Muhammad al-Julani, gave an interview to the Al-Jazeera with his 

face masked. During the interview he claimed that the organization obeys the commands of 

Ayman al-Zwahiri. In addition, he stated that the campaign in Syria would be decided in 

Damascus, and emphasized that his organization would continue to focus on toppling the Syrian 

regime. In addition, he discussed the organization’s struggle against Hezbollah, which was 

fighting alongside Al-Assad’s regime in Syria and said that Hezbollah was aware that its fate was 

tied to the survival of Al-Assad, but the efforts Hezbollah was making to save the regime were 

pointless, and that when al-Assad’s regime fell, Hezbollah would retreat from Syria. He also 

added that after al-Assad’s regime was toppled, the organization would work to defeat 
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Hezbollah. Furthermore, al-Julani talked about his organization’s efforts against the Alawi ethnic 

group, which al-Assad belonged to, and said that if they would only lay down their arms, 

alienate themselves from al-Assad, and returned to Islam, his organization would accept them. 

He went on to say that the “Khorasan cell” was invented by the United States and did not exist 

in Syria. With regard to the Islamic State, al-Julani said that during the clashes opposite 

Hezbollah in the Kalmon mountains, the Islamic State soldiers shot at his organization’s soldiers, 

and that the Islamic State was preventing them from engaging in full combat against Hezbollah 

and the Shi’ite militias, which supported al-Assad’s regime.86 

 The Al-Manara Al-Bayda media institution, operating on behalf of the Al-Nusra Front, published 

an announcement about a bombing attack by coalition aircraft on Al-Nusra Front sites in Idlib 

Province in northern Syria. In the announcement it was written that after the mujahideen 

victory in Idlib and Jisr Al-Shughur, the coalition forces couldn’t withstand the fall of the Syrian 

regime in one of the most important places in the area. Therefore, coalition aircraft bombed 

two Al-Nusrah Front sites in Jabl al-Zawiyya, in the town of al-Toama in the suburbs of Idlib, 

where aside from the mujahideen there were also other Muslim residents including women and 

children. The organization also claimed in the announcement that this bombing proved to the 

world how the West, and specifically the international community, dealt with the Syrian issue, 

and who really defended the Syrian people. The announcement concluded with a call upon the 

Syrian people to demonstrate patience, to adhere to the way of jihad, and support the 

mujahideen as much as they could.87 In another announcement, the Al-Nusra Front expressed a 

willingness to cooperate with the rebel faction in Aleppo and its surroundings in the struggle 

against Syrian regime forces and the PYD Kurdish militias, who according to the announcement 

were collaborators.88 

 The Al-Nusra Front and the Jaysh Al-Fath organization published videos praising the liberation of 

the city of Arikha. As a result of that liberation, Al-Nusra Front fighters opened a hashtag in 

Arabic titled “The Liberation of Arikha” 89.#تحرير_أريحا 
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The Islamic State – Al-Baraka Province 

 The Islamic State in Al-Baraka Province (originally known as Al-Hasaka Province published the 

following: 

o A video titled “Deterring the Agents” documenting the execution of two people accused 

of collaborating with the Syrian regime. In the video, the accused explained how they 

were recruited by the regime and how they operated against the Islamic State. Before 

they were executed, the two transmitted a message that anyone who fought against the 

Islamic State would be sentenced to death.90 

o A photo report about a meeting between employees of the Islamic State public relations 

office and the Al-Qudat tribe. In the framework of the meeting, the Islamic State 

representatives listened to the complaints and suggestions of the tribe dignitaries, and 

even read a qasida in praise of the jihad and the mujahideen.91 

o A photo report about the lashing of three people accused of taking bribes. The lashing 

was carried out by members of the Islamic State Hisba (an Islamic body responsible for 

preserving the public morality and order), which clarified to the audience gathered to 

watch the punishment administered, that it was forbidden to give or receive bribes.92 

 

Lashes for three people who were accused of taking bribes 
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The Islamic State – Al-Khayr (formerly Dayr Al-Zawr Province) Province 

 The Islamic State in Al-Khayr Province (formerly Dayr Al-Zawr Province) published the following: 

o A video documenting the joy of the province residents in honor of the successes and 

conquests of the Islamic State, and in particular in Palmyra and Ramadi.93 

o A photo report about the campaign to immunize children throughout the province. The 

pictures showed that the immunizations were provided at outpatient clinics managed by 

the medical administration of the Islamic State.94 

 

The Islamic State – Raqqa Province 

 The Islamic State in Al-Raqqa Province published the following: 

o A video titled "Water is the Source of Life", dealing with maintenance of the water 

infrastructure in the province, by members of the Islamic State. After a report on the 

sources and bodies of water in the area, the video documented the activities of the 

Islamic State Water Department, which was in charge of pumping water and installing 

pipes to supply it. In addition, the activities of the water department in Tall Abyad, which 

supplied water to the area civilians. The Islamic State activity in this field was depicted as 

an achievement in light of the war going on against it. The video ended with a call to the 

province residents to avoid wasting water.95 

 

Maintenance of the Water Infrastructure by the Islamic State in Raqqa Province 
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o A video documenting a new group of fighters at one of the Islamic State training camps.96 

o A video with blessings for the pledge of allegiance from Tunisia to the Islamic State 

(regarding the pledge of allegiance of the Uqbah bin Nafe Brigade),97 and for the 

successes of the organization in Palmyra and Ramadi. The video featured vehicles 

bearing the Islamic State flags, traveling in a convey to celebrate those achievements.98 

o A photo report about the organization’s various civilian activities in the province, 

including cleaning streets, installing electric wires, and improving the look of the city by 

painting walls and hanging IS flags.99 

 

The Islamic State – Aleppo Province 

 The Islamic State in Aleppo Province published the following: 

o A video about the organization taking control of a strategic hill north-east of the city of 

Aleppo, after an exchange of fire with the Syrian regime forces. The video included 

footage of sharpshooting at Syrian soldiers, of killed soldiers (dozens, according to the 

organization’s claims), and of weapons and ammunition that were seized by the 

organization as booty.100 

o A photo report about the activities of the Services Office in the city of Manbij, including 

repairing roads, painting sidewalks, and planting trees.101 In another report, the 

distribution of Zakat money in the province to the poor and needy was documented.102 

o A photo report about a Dawa convention in the town of Bza’a, which included lectures 

and activities for both adults and children.103 

o A photo report about repairing and maintaining the main water pumping station in the 

city of Maslama, after it was severely damaged by a fire.104 
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o A photo report about harvesting wheat in the town of Sarrin.105 

 

The Islamic State – Homs Province 

 The Islamic State in the Homs Province published the following: 

o A video about the battles to liberate the city of Al-Sukhna. The video revealed that 

before the attack, an unmanned drone with a camera was used to collect intelligence 

about the city. The other stages of the operation included: a fiery speech before setting 

out on the mission, artillery fire to “soften targets”, and Islamic State infantry soldiers 

charging Syrian Army posts – with the Syrian soldiers described as “Satan’s soldiers”. In 

the video, footage of dead bodies was featured, as well as images of weapons and 

ammunition seized as booty. The video ended with footage of Syrian and Hezbollah flags 

being replaced with Islamic State flags, and with footage of conveys of vehicles and tanks 

patrolling in Al-Sukhna after it was conquered.106 

 

The Islamic State - Damascus Province 

 The Islamic State in Damascus Province published the following: 

o A video about training a new class of fighters who completed a course in one of the 

training camps in the province. The training included: physical exercises, improving 

concentration abilities, and assault exercises. The video ended with a pledge of 

allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and a speech intended to motivate the new 

fighters.107 

o A video titled “A Message to our Brothers in Algeria”. In the video, a number of fighters 

in the outskirts of Damascus offer their blessings for the pledge of allegiance by the 

Skikda Battalion – an armed group in Algeria that announced it was joining the ranks of 

the Islamic State in May.108 

o A video about the execution of a man accused of being affiliated with Sahawat. The man 

was beheaded after being filmed confessing his crimes and digging his own grave. 
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Footage of the detonation of an explosive device on Shabiha forces (armed mercenaries 

that support the Assad government) patrol vehicles was also featured in the video.109 

Other Organizations 

 The Ansar al-Din Front, a Salafi jihadist organization in Syria, announced in a video that four 

brigades were joining the Salafi jihadist organization in Syria, Fajr al-Sham al-Islamiyya, headed 

by Abu Basir al-Tartusi.110 

 

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip 

On May 21, elements from Sinai Province called for an attack on Egyptian judges who were involved 

in the trial of six fighters from the province that were convicted of killed Egyptian soldiers. During 

the military operation in Sinai, dozens of fighters from the province were arrested and sentenced to 

death. It should be noted that this was the first time the sentencing had ever been carried out.111  

Activity against the Egyptian Army continued in the province, and on May 23 an Egyptian soldier 

was captured and murdered in an ambulance, near Sheikh Suweid.112 In addition, on May 27 an 

Egyptian police general was shot to death near Al-Arish. Ahmdn Ibrahim was the deputy chief of 

staff responsible for criminal investigations in northern Sinai.113 

In the Gaza Strip, clashes between Hamas and Salafi activists affiliated with the Islamic State. On 

May 31, terrorist fighters who identify with the Islamic State claimed responsibility for the murder of 

a Hamas commander, Saber Siam, after Hamas arrested Salafi activists suspected of connection 

with the Islamic State.114 
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 The Ibn Taymiyya media institution published an article titled "What Can Compare to Last 

Night!!” by Sheikh Abd al-Rahman bin Uqayl al-al-Ghazi, a senior leader in the Salafi jihad 

movement in the Gaza Strip. In the article, the author harshly criticizes Hamas for persecuting 

members of the Salafi jihad movement in the Gaza Strip.115 In another article that was also 

published by the Ibn Taymiyya center, by a Palestinian Salafi jihadist named Abu Amir al-

Muhajir, who did time in a Hamas prison, similar criticisms were expressed. According to al-

Muhajir, the movement’s fighters in Gaza must make the civilians of Gaza aware of how Hamas 

is oppressing the member of the movement and damaging the principles of Islam.116 

 

Supporters of the Islamic State in Jerusalem 

 The Supporters of the Islamic State in Jerusalem (Jama’at Ansar Al-Dawla Al-Islamiyya fi Bayt Al-

Maqdis) published the following:  

o Claiming responsibility for firing two 107 rockets at the Egyptian Army in the Al-Ahrash 

area. The group clarified that its fighters had pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 

leader of the Islamic State, and were prepared to sacrifice themselves for him. In 

addition, they noted that they supported the other mujahideen active in the Sinai 

Peninsula, and threatened to attack the Hamas government in Gaza.117 

o Claiming responsibility for the attempt to kill Sabir Siyyam, a member of the Hamas 

security system, by planting an explosive device while he was in a commercial area. That 

was because of the role he played in fighting against “the unifiers of God” or Salafi 

jihadist fighters in the Gaza Strip. In addition, the organization warned the Muslims to 

get away from security and army centers, and from Hamas government facilities, in order 

to save themselves from harm.118 

 

The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula (formerly Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis)  

 The Islamic State in the Sinai Peninsula published the following: 
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o An audio recording by Sheikh Abu Usama, denouncing the tyrannical regimes controlling 

the area. The speaker wove verses from the Quron and passages from the traditional 

Hadith into the recording, which promised the mujahideen would be victorious over the 

tyrannical rulers. At the end of the video Usama promised that the organization’s 

fighters would continue their efforts to topple the tyrants and to implement shari’a 

law.119 

o A report detailing 17 terror attacks, which IS fighters carried out in the Sinai Peninsula 

during the months of April and May, 2015.120 

 

The report banner 

 

North Africa 

The government intelligence adviser in Libya, Abdul Basit Haroun, claimed that the Islamic State was 

using refugee boats from Libya headed towards European countries as a means of transporting IS 

fighters to Europe, thus making it impossible for the Europeans to differentiate between refuges and 

Islamic State fighters. He added that the organization was permitting smugglers to continue their 

smuggling activities in return for 50% of their earnings,121 and that the money the organization 

received was used to fund terrorism.122 With regard to that, the Libyan Prime Minister, Mahmoud 
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Jibril, claimed before the World Economic Forum on the Middle East and North Africa, that the 

number of Islamic State fighters in Libya had increased over the last six months from dozens to 

thousands, and he warned the European country that this state of affairs was liable to affect them 

as well. He also threatened that if Libya did not receive aide, the number of refugees heading to 

Africa and Europe would only increase.123 

In Algeria and Tunisia steps continued to be taken to prevent terrorism. In Algeria, security forces 

killed 21 fighters affiliated with the Islamic State, who planned to carry out an attack in the capital 

city, Algiers.124 With regard to Tunisia, the United States promoted the country to a member of the 

Allied Forces which is not a member of NATOR, while Obama emphasized the importance of 

cooperation between the two countries in the fight against terror and the return of stability to 

Libya.125 

In Mali, despite the agreement signed on May 15 between the government and the militia forces 

allied with the country in northern Mali, and a number of armed rebel organizations, the rebel 

coalition headed by the Taureg [Berber nomadic people], known as the "Coordination of Azawad 

Movements" (CMA), rejected the agreement, and violence between the groups continued. According 

to UN reports, this lead to the emigration of more than 60,000 civilians from northern Mali in the 

last month.126  At the same time, French Special Forces in northern Mali continued to fight against 

Al-Qaeda in the area, and in that contect four members of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb were 
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killed in May 21. Among them was a senior leader in the organization – Amada Ag Hama, bettern 

known as Abdelkrim the Taureg.127 

 

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 

 The Al-Andalus media institution, operating on behalf of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, 

published a series of lectures by Sheikh Abu al-Hasan Rashid al-Bulaydi. The series of lectures 

earned the title “Battle of Uhud in the Quran”, and included an analysis of the historical battle 

from a religious angle.128  

 

Other Organizations 

 A notification about the death of the Sheikh Uthman al-Asemi, leader of the Jund al-Khilafa 

group was published. Al-Asemi pledged allegiance to the Islamic State in September 2014,129 

and according to reports in the media, al-Asemi was killed in an Algerian Army operation along 

with 24 other fighters.130 

 

 

Libya 

The Islamic State - Tripoli Province 

 The Islamic State in Tripoli Province published the following: 

o A claim of responsibility for an attack carried out by a Tunisian suicide bomber named 

Abu Wahim al-Tunisi. The attack was carried out against Libyan Dawn forces who were 

manning a checkpoint between the cities of Misrata and Zliten.131 

o A photo report and other reports about the subject of IS fighters taking over a number of 

sites in the west part of the country. Among the sites mentioned: a station of the “Man-

Made River” project (a water pumping initiative from southern Libya to the coastal strip) 
                                                      

127
 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/french-special-forces-kill-al-qaeda-leader-mali-

150520203048981.html 
128

 https://ia601505.us.archive.org/30/items/gazwt-ohd_201507/gazwt-ohd.pdf (Arabic) 
129

 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 
130

 http://www.assakina.com/news/news2/70416.html (Arabic) 
131

 https://twitter.com/KHjdoud/status/604949434791825409 (Arabic) 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/french-special-forces-kill-al-qaeda-leader-mali-150520203048981.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/french-special-forces-kill-al-qaeda-leader-mali-150520203048981.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/05/french-special-forces-kill-al-qaeda-leader-mali-150520203048981.html
https://ia601505.us.archive.org/30/items/gazwt-ohd_201507/gazwt-ohd.pdf
https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238518
http://www.assakina.com/news/news2/70416.html
https://twitter.com/KHjdoud/status/604949434791825409


 
Internat ional  Inst itute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)  

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
38 

west of the city of Sirte, the Al-Qurdabiya air base, and the Al-Jalet army base which was 

controlled by Libyan Dawn forces.132  

o A photo report about the activities of one of the workshops for making explosives in the 

province. Explosives, fuses, and the process of manufacturing other weapons were 

featured in the photographs.133 

o A proclamation attributed to the Islamic State in Tripoli, in which the organization’s 

control of the Sirte area and the retreat of Libya Dawn forces from the area was 

announced. The second part of the proclamation addressed a number of academic 

institutions in Tripoli which were described as “strongholds of promiscuity and alcohol”. 

The proclamation issued a severe warning to all Muslims not to attend those institutions, 

since from May 29, 2015 they had become legitimate targets for attacks, from the 

standpoint of the organization. After the publication, elements on the social media sites 

claimed that the proclamation was forged.134 

  

The Islamic State - Barqa Province 

 The Islamic State in Barqa Province published the following: 

o A video about a three-day Dawa camp in the city of Derna, which included lectures and 

sermons on religious subjects before an audience of teenagers. Along with reciting 

verses of the Koran and entertaining activities, the camp provided enthusiastic calls for 

implementing jihad.135 

 

A boy at the IS Dawa camp for youth in eastern Libya, calling for the implementation of jihad 
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o A photo report about the opening of an “information station” in the city of Derna. The 

report explained that the station would be a point for posting and distributing the 

organization’s publications, and particularly those produced by the Al-I’tisam, Al-Furqan, 

Ajnad, and Al-Himmah Library media institutions.136 

o A photo report about an ambush against “deserters of Islam” at the entrance to the city 

of Harawa, located five kilometers east of the city of Sirte. In the report Islamic State 

fighters were featured ambushing other armed fighters from inside a building. They 

killed the fighters with light and medium weapon fire, and afterwards beheaded them. At 

the end of the report the bodies and the booty taken during the operation were 

displayed.137 

 

Ansar Al-Sharia in Libya 

 The Al-Raya media institution, which belongs to the Ansar Al-Sharia organization in Libya, 

published the following: 

o Photo reports about an attack carried out on the “airport road” in Benghazi. In the 

report – which documented some of the exchange of fire, along with bodies of the killed 

and photographs of the booty seized – it was claimed that the attack lead to the retreat 

of army forces from the area.138 In another report, shooting a homemade rocket at 

General Khalifa Hiftar’s forces in Benghazi was documented (the rocket earned the 

nickname “al-Zahawi 1”, after the leader of Ansar al-Sharia, Muhammad al-Zahwai, who 

died in January 2015).139 
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“al-Zahawi 1” – a homemade rocket named after the leader of Ansar Al-Sharia in Libya 

 

o A photo report about the weapons and ammunition taken as booty after an attack 

against Khalifa Hiftar’s forces. The booty was featured as “clear evidence” that Hiftar 

enjoyed the support of the President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.140 

o Photo reports about civilian subjects, such as: joint activities of the “Dawa Charity 

Association” in the framework of assistance for the ill and distribution of healing oils, 

and renewed activities in schools in “liberated territories” under the direction of the 

Education Bureau belonging to the Services Administration of Answer Al-Sharia.141 

 

Tunisia 

 The Sariyyat al-Malhama media institution and The Media Front for Support of the Islamic State 

published an article by the author Khaled al-Tuhami, titled “Tunisia, al-Ghannushi, and the 

Templers”. In the article, al-Tuhami accused Rashid al-Ghannushi, one of the founders of the 

Tunisian Ennahda Party, of belonging to the Muslim Brotherhood and of pretending to support 

shari’a, while in fact he supported secular liberalism and glorified the values of democracy, free 

trade, and women’s rights. In addition, al-Tuhami accused al-Ghannushi of supporting the 

decision that permitted French aircraft to cross through Tunisian air space “and kill Muslim 

women, the elderly, and children in the Azawad area and in Mali”. Al-Tuhami concluded that 

there was no difference between the former secular leaders of Tunisia (Habib Bourguiba and 

Zine El Abidine Ben Ali), and al-Ghannushi, "who wraps himself in a cloak of Islam".142 

 

Egypt 

 The “Strategic Matters” Twitter account, which identifies with Al-Qaeda, called for the release 

of former President of Egypt Morsi and the Muslim Brothers from prison, after they received 

the death sentence.143 

 

                                                      
140

 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic)   
141

 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 
142

 https://shamikh1.info/vb/ (Arabic) 
143

 https://twitter.com/Strateeeegy/status/599536466973327360 (Arabic) 

https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238370
https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238107
https://shamikh1.info/vb/showthread.php?t=238074
https://twitter.com/Strateeeegy/status/599536466973327360


 
Internat ional  Inst itute for  Counter  Terror i sm ( ICT)  

Addi t ional  resources  are ava i lable on the ICT Websi te:  www. ict .org . i l  

 
 
41 

East Africa 

Somalia 

In the second half of May, clashes continued between the Al-Shabaab Al-Mujahideen organization, 

the most prominent jihad organization in Somalia, and the security forces in Somalia, mostly in the 

area around the Lower Shebelle Province, in southern Somalia. The clashes led to deaths and injuries 

on both sides.144 

Inside Somalia the Al-Shabaab movement continued to attack, as well as attacking targets outside 

of the country. It even threatened other targets in other African countries in response to the 

interference of those countries' armies in the combat in Somalia. On May 26 Al-Shabaab attacked 

police officers in the city of Yumbis, in northeast Kenya. According to the organization's 

spokesperson, 20 policemen were killed in that attack.145 The police, however, denied that claim, 

and reported that only one policeman had been killed.146 In addition, the President of Burundi 

claimed that Al-Shabaab was threatening to attack his country.147 

 

Al-Sahbaab al-Mujahideen Movement 

 The Al-Sahbaab Al-Mujahideen movement in Somalia published an announcement calling upon 

Muslims in Southeast Asia, and in particular in Bangladesh, Malasia, Indonesia, and Thailand, to 

help the thousands of Muslims from the Rohingya group (a Muslim ethnic group with significant 

numbers in west Myanmar) who escaped from Myanmar and were now stuck at sea, because 

no other country agreed to receive them. It was also written in the announcement that these 

Muslims had escaped Myanmar after being persecuted by their government because of their 

devotion to Islam, and it was a religious commandment to help them in any way. In addition, 

the announcement noted that despite the physical distance between the Mujahideen in Africa 

and those in Asia, relieving the distress of the Rohingya group was very important to Al-Shabaab 

Al Mujahideen because the main goal of jihad was to relieve the suffering of Muslims all over 
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the world, and not only in Africa. At the end of the announcement it was written that it was 

possible to assist the persecuted Muslims by finding shelter for them, by raising money, 

enlisting the help of other people, finding more resources to protect their honor and deter the 

attacks upon them by idol worshipers.148 

 

The West 

 Sheikh Anjem Choudary, a radical Islamist preacher in England, continued to publish various 

controversial posts on his Twitter account. During the second half of May 2015 Choudary 

posted different tweets, such as: a criticism of Islamophobia and a call for embracing Islam; 

justification of the destruction of archaeological artifacts in Palmyra by Islamic State fighters, 

claiming the artifacts were symbols of polytheism; criticism of the British government due to its 

efforts to suppress Islam in the country; criticism against the referendum in Ireland which 

permitted same-sex marriage; a call for all Muslims in Denmark not to participate in the 

Democratic elections, and more.149 
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