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Highlights
This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the first half of
January 2014. Following are the main points covered in the report:


Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, criticized Bangladesh for the massacre of
Muslims on its land and berated the global media from its disregard of this humanitarian crisis.
In addition, he accused Pakistan and India of focusing their efforts on weakening the power of
Sunni Muslims. In light of this, al-Zawahiri plead with Muslims in Bangladesh and on the Indian
subcontinent to defend themselves and wage jihad in order to change the current situation.



Abu Bakr al-Julani, leader of the Al-Nusra Front, called on armed factions in Syria to stop fighting
one another and blamed the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham for this trend. According to him,
if this trend continues, it is liable to cause a fatal blow to the mujahideen’s efforts to topple the
Bashar al-Assad regime and result in their loss of control over the arena of jihad in Syria. In
order to rectify this situation, he recommended the establishment of a religious legal council
made up of representatives of all the battalions for the purpose of imposing peace and unity
among them.



Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Adnani, spokesman for the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham, warned
Sunnis in Iraq not to join the ranks of the Shi’ite security forces and threatened to harm anyone
who does so. In addition, al-Adnani asked Sunnis in Syria not to cooperate with hostile forces
against the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham, including the Syrian army’s secular security forces
and threatened that anyone who helps them will be harmed.



The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham reported that it was concentrating its efforts on
weakening the Lebanese Hezbollah organization and attacking its stronghold. According to him,
the terrorist attack that took place in the beginning of January 2014 in Dahiyeh Province – a
Hezbollah stronghold – was symptomatic of this trend.



The discourse on jihadist Web forums indicated a significant increase in the level of tension
between members of the Al-Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria, and the Islamic State of
Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS). The latter’s admission to the killing of an Al-Nusra Front leader in Raqqa
Province in Syria added to the tension.



The Abdullah Azzam Brigades, which operates in Lebanon and Syria, officially announced the

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

2

death of Sheikh Majid bin Muhammad al-Majid, leader of the organization, who was captured
by Lebanese security forces and died during his detention.


The Markaz Aysha jihadist media institution, which focuses on the Sunni population in Lebanon,
announced the establishment of a new jihadist media institution called, “The Global Front for
the Defense of the Islamic State”, to aid in public relations for the Islamic State of Iraq and AlSham.
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New Publications
Ideology


The Al-Sahab jihadist media institution published an audio clip titled, “Bangladesh…Massacre
and the Wall of Silence Behind It”, by Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda. On the clip,
al-Zawahiri criticized the slaughter of Muslims in Bangladesh and admonished the Western
media for ignoring the tragic incident.
According to him, enemies of Islam, including Pakistani army commanders and the Indian
government, are plotting to weaken the Muslim Nation and the Islamic faith in the Indian
subcontinent by dragging Muslims into civil wars, rifts and rivalries. This evil plan is taking place
today in Pakistan, Bangladesh, India and Afghanistan.
Al-Zawahiri called on Muslims in Bangladesh to act out against the injustice and repression that
they are experiencing at the hands of the secular regime, and advised them to do the following:
A. Resist the campaign being conducted by politicians in India and the West against Islam
and the Prophet Muhammad and the Muslim faith.
B. Adhere to shari’a [Islamic law].
C. Try to surround yourself with righteous religious clerics.
D. Mobilize a public relations campaign to defend Islam from its enemies.
E. Start mass demonstrations until shari’a can be implemented.
F. Islamic clerics must advocate the value of self-sacrifice.
According to him, religious clerics in Bangladesh must carry out a public relations campaign
against the secular camp in order to subject it to public disgrace. In addition, they must
assemble the Muslim Nation to resist the West, India and the secular camp in order to prevent a
situation in which they will plunder from the Muslims or kill them.
Al-Zawahiri emphasized that Western countries are acting against Muslims, as is India, which is
killing thousands of Muslims in Kashmir, Gujarat, Ahmedabad and Assam under the cloak of
democracy. According to him, the oppressed Muslim nations must rise up against the Hindi
occupation. He also sent a threatening message to the government of India that its crimes
would not pass quietly.
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The banner of al-Zawahiri’s speech



The JHUF jihadist Web forum, which mainly publishes material in Urdu, published an English
translation of a chapter from the book written by Ayman al-Zawahiri in 2008 titled,
“Exoneration: A Treatise on Exonerating the Nation of the Pen and Sword from the Denigrating
Charge that it is Irresolute and Weak”. [The book was written] in response to various
accusations that were raised against Al-Qaeda. The translated chapter was titled,
“Permissiveness of Attacking in Dar-u-Harb Despite Having a VISA” (44 pp.) and offered a
religious justification for harming non-Muslim citizens living in the West.1

The banner of the translated chapter

1

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
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Sheikh Abdallah bin Abd al-Rahman al-Shinqiti, a Salafi-jihadist sheikh and member of the Salafijihadist Web portal, Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, published an article titled, “The Tsunami of the
Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham”. In the article, al-Shinqiti noted that the expanded operations
carried out by the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham in Iraq and Syria threatens to disrupt the
geo-political balance in the region and is causing serious concern in the West [that] its
nightmare scenario – the establishment of an Islamic caliphate – [is in the works]. According to
him, even the secular camp, proponents of democracy and certain groups of Salafists, such as
Al-Madkhaliyya, which only recognizes the legitimacy of the government of Saudi Arabia, fear
the establishment of an Islamist entity in the region.2

The banner of the article



Husein bin Mahmud, a prominent writer on jihadist Web forums, published an article on
January 6, 2014 regarding the danger posed to the mujahideen’s efforts to topple the Syrian
regime and establish an Islamic state in the region in light of internal clashes and mutual
attempts to de-legitimize the others. As a result of this, the author advised implementing a
number of recommendations to resolve this complex situation, including:
o The immediate, unconditional cessation of fighting among various jihadist groups.
o The appointment of a committee made up of religious clerics in Syria, acceptable to the
various jihadist factions, to reconcile the groups.
o The establishment of shared situation rooms for all of the factions, or at least the large
jihadist factions that are similar to one another conceptually.
o The resolution of differences among the mujahideen by the leadership in closed rooms.

2

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
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o The establishment of a joint public relations room for the mujahideen outside of Syria
(for example, in Turkey), to be tasked with the publication of PR materials for the
mujahideen.
In addition, the author emphasized that all jihadist factions, including ISIS and the Al-Nusra
Front, must obey the dictates of the central leadership in Afghanistan and the decisions made
by Ayman al-Zawahiri. According to him, ISIS needs to comply with al-Zawahiri’s request that it
leave Syria since the decision was based on a realistic view of the situation.3


The jihadist media institution of the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum, Al-Batar, published
an article titled, “Commander [Abu Bakr] al-Julani: From Advice to Deception” by Sheikh Abu alHassan al-Azdi, a member of the Salafi-jihadist Web portal, Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad. In the article,
the author criticized a speech given by Iyad al-Quneibi, an activist in the Salafi-jihadist
movement in Jordan, regarding the right of al-Julani, leader of the Al-Nusra Front, to refuse the
demand made by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of ISIS, to merge the two organizations.4



The jihadist media institution of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), Al-Andalus, published
a video titled, “Say: I believe in God, then be Firm [in your Faith]” by Sheikh Abu Yahya alShinqiti, a member of the organization’s Shari’a Council. The video is the fourth in a series of
publications titled, “Search for Knowledge”.5



Sheikh Abu Sa‘ad al-‘Amili, a prominent writer on jihadist Web forums, published an article
titled, “The Islamic State is the Salt of the Earth, the Crown on our Heads, the Spearhead of the
Nation in the Face of the [Muslim] Nation’s Enemy”.6

Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets


The jihadist media institution of the Turkestan Islamic Party, Sawt Al-Islam, published an
instruction video on how to build a nitrogen bomb. The video (No. 13) was published as part of
the series titled, “Express Mail of the Mujahideen in Turkestan”.7

3

http://al-fidaa.com/vb/ (Arabic).
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
5
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
6
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
7
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
4
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The video banner



A visitor to the jihadist Web forum of the Tunisian organization, Ansar al-Sharia, published
instructions on how to cause buildings to collapse, how to use AK weapons, and more. These
instructions previously appeared in the magazine, INSPIRE, an English magazine published by AlQaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).8

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr


The Abdullah Azzam Brigades, which operates in Lebanon and Syria and is affiliated with AlQaeda, published a eulogy for Sheikh Majid bin Muhammad al-Majid, leader of the
organization. The eulogy gave a brief description of al-Majid’s life story, and praised his heroic
path and his embrace of jihad. Al-Majid died a short time after he was arrested by Lebanese
security forces as a result of a deterioration in his health.9

A photo of al-Majid and the logo of the Abdullah Azzam Brigades

Magazines


The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published new issues of its jihadist magazines in Arabic,
English and Urdu: Issue No. 92-93 for December 2013 - January 2014 of the Arabic-language
magazine Al-Sumud (44 pp.);10 Issue No. 60 of the English-language magazine In Fight (178

8

http://www.ansar-alsharee3a.com/showthread.php?t=4167
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
10
http://alsomod-iea.info
9
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pp.);11 The January 2014 issue of the magazine Nawai Afghan (71 pp.),12 all of which cover jihad
in Afghanistan.

The covers of, from left to right, In Fight, Nawai Afghan and Al-Sumud

The online jihadist women’s workshop, Hafidhat Safiyya, published the third edition of its
jihadist magazine, The Prisoners, about the experiences of female Muslim prisoners in jail and
the campaign for their release.13

From left to right: The magazine banner; A page of the magazine
calling [on readers] to emulate individual suicide attacks

11

http://www.ansar1.info
http://nawaiafghan.blogspot.co.il/
13
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
12
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Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan
As a security agreement was being formulated between the United States and Afghanistan,
Afghanistan and Pakistan continued to be unstable and replete with terrorist attacks.
On January 4, 2014, a militant from the Taliban broke into a joint NATO-Afghan military base
in the eastern part of the country and carried out a suicide attack that caused the death of a NATO
soldier. Five more Taliban militants tried to attack the base and were shot to death.14 On the same
day, the Taliban in Afghanistan tried to carry out a suicide attack against a convoy of NATO forces.
No one was injured in the attack and the Taliban claimed responsibility a short while after it was
carried out.15 On January 12, 2014, a Taliban suicide bomber riding on a bicycle detonated himself
next to a bus carrying police officers in Kabul. Two officers were killed and 20 others were injured in
the attack.16
At the same time, the Afghan government ordered the release of 72 prisoners despite claims
by the United States that those prisoners were involved in terrorist attacks that killed dozens of
Americans and Afghanis. This took place after the Americans declared that they expected to reach a
security agreement with Afghanistan within weeks.17
Terrorist attacks also continued to strike Pakistan: On January 1 2014, a car bomb exploded
in Akhtarabad, killing two Shi’ite pedestrians.18 In addition, on January 6, 2014, a house exploded in
a tribal region of northwest Pakistan, killing nine people; the Pakistani government claimed that the
site had served as a weapons warehouse.19
The Taliban in Pakistan


During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Taliban in Pakistan,

14

http://www.foxnews.com/world/2014/01/04/taliban-attack-kills-1-nato-soldier-in-afghanistan/ (English).
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/04/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBREA030A220140104 (English).
16
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2014/01/bicycle-bomb-kills-police-recruit-kabul2014112148555841.html (English).
17
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/09/afghanistan-orders-release-bagram-jail-prisoners
(English).
18
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2014/01/pakistan-car-bombing-kills-shia-pilgrims201411164239145555.html (English).
19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-25621322 (English).
15
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Umar, published the following:
o

A video titled, “A Eulogy in Memory of the Innocent Students and Unarmed Worshippers
[Who Were Killed] in a Terrible Massacre” by Sheikh Khaled Haqqani, a senior member
of the organization, in both Urdu and Pashto.20

The Arabian Peninsula
Since the first half of January 2014, there has been an increase in violence and terrorism in
southern Yemen. As a result of violent clashes between the Yemeni army and southern opposition
groups, which oppose Yemen’s transformation into a federation of six provinces, the security
situation in the region has begun to deteriorate. Al-Qaeda, which seeks to exploit the security
escalation, announced the establishment of an Islamic emirate in Lahij Province, which is close to
Aden Province in southern Yemen. Arab sources said that the organization distributed leaflets in
Lahij Province, calling on residents to expel the American citizens there. The leaflets also stated that
members of the organization were planning to attack a military base in the area that was hosting
American counter terrorism experts.21
During January, it was also reported that clashes between Al-Qaeda militants in Yemen and
Yemeni security forces are continuing. For example, on January 2, 2014, a member of Al-Qaeda
assassinated a Yemeni intelligence officer in the Aden port. According to another report, Al-Qaeda in
Yemen freed two South African citizens who had been kidnapped in Yemen in May 2013.22
There was also a significant escalation in the security situation in northern Yemen. The
battles continued between the Houthis, a Shi’ite minority in Yemen supported by Iran, and the
Salafists and several Sunni tribes in northern Yemen.23 Meanwhile, the public in Yemen continued to
display their disgust towards the use of drones over the skies of Yemen in order to kill terrorists.

20

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.albayan.ae/one-world/arabs/2014-01-08-1.2036626
22
http://www.annahar.com/article/98370-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%B7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B3%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D8%B2%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%A3%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7
23
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/north-yemen-fighting-has-killed-at-least-210-salafists-say1.1276929 (English).
21
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Yemeni activists held a protest over the issue in the port city of Mukla.24

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula


The jihadist media institution of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), Al-Malahem,
published an announcement (No. 72) criticizing the “Yemeni army and government” for the
criminal bombing of the civilian population, in which over 20 people were killed. According to
the organization, this incident was one of many criminal acts carried out against citizens of
Yemen over the past two years. It accused the Yemeni government of helping the Americans
turn military posts into war rooms and spy rooms for the United States. The organization
further accused the Yemeni army of not lifting a finger against the Shi’ite Houthi minority in
Yemen, which is continuously attacking Sunnis, and of operating against the Sunni population in
the country instead. It concluded that an army that does not protect its nation does not deserve
its respect and appreciation. Therefore, the mujahideen were not content with simply
condemning this trend, but rather they were planning attacks against military targets in the
country in order to send a message of warning to the government and the army.25

Iraq
The Iraqi government conducted an operation to capture members of Al-Qaeda in Al-Anbar
Province after violence in the area increased since the beginning of the year.26 According to media
reports, the Prime Minister of Iraq, Nouri al-Maliki, vowed to “wipe out all terrorist groups in AlAnbar” after armed Al-Qaeda militants gained control over parts of Ramadi and Fallujah. 27 While

24

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/yemen-activists-hold-silent-protest-against-drone-strikes-1.127587
(English).
25
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
26
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/sunni-tribesmen-seize-buildings-iraqi-city20141112344976549.html (English).
27
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/al-qaeda-linked-fighters-push-into-iraqi-city201413135831116346.html;http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/iraq-government-losescontrol-fallujah-20141414625597514.html;http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/iraqfighters-killed-air-raids-anbar-201417123124973948.html (all in English).
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preparations were being made for the military operation in the conflict region,28 Al-Qaeda continued
to carry out terrorist attacks in the country. 29 For example, at least 20 people were killed and dozens
more were injured in a series of explosions in the capital city of Baghdad. 30 In addition, Al-Qaeda
militants plead with Sunnis to continue their fight against the regime’s forces, in the most severe
wave of violence to strike the Sunni Triangle in a year.31

The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham


The Al-Furqan jihadist media institution published an audio clip titled, “The Pioneer Does Not
Lie to His People: On Events in Iraq and Al-Sham” by Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Adnani,
spokesman for ISIS. In the audio clip, al-Adnani warned Sunnis in Iraq, Lebanon and other
countries of Shi’ite plans to limit and weaken their power base, and stated that “the most
dangerous enemy threatening Islam and Muslims are the Shi’ites”. According to him, ISIS took
upon itself the responsibility to fight Shi’ites and put an end to their power. He explained that
Shi’ites in Iraq were interested in reviving the Sunni awakening movements in Iraq and
integrating their members into the military and police forces to carry out operations against the
mujahideen and against [fellow] Sunnis in order to weaken the Sunnis’ power. In light of this, alAdnani called on members of the Sunni awakening movements and on Sunni politicians to
repent, and declare that they will no longer fight the mujahideen and are not interested in
helping the Shi’ites. Al-Adnani promised that whoever acts accordingly will have his life spared
and will not be harmed by ISIS.

28

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/series-deadly-blasts-iraq-20141512283317467.html;
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/iraqi-forces-bomb-east-fallujah20141518832201807.html (both in English).
29
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/blast-kills-iraqi-army-recruits-capital20141993553660701.html;
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/fatal-blasts-hit-iraq-capital;201411291955258887.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/dozens-die-iraq-series-car-bombs;2014113174855465485.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/scores-die-multiple-iraq-explosions201411593950764516.html (all in English).
30
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/series-deadly-blasts-iraq-20141512283317467.html
(English).
31
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/01/iraq-forges-new-strategy-defeat-fighters201418142439592864.html (English).
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Al-Adnani also called on members of the security forces to lay down their weapons and, in
return, promised not to do them harm. Regarding those who continue to insist on serving in the
security forces, he said: “It will be permitted to kill him and he will find himself at the top of the
most-wanted list. ISIS soldiers must cut off their heads, expel them, pursue them everywhere,
destroy or burn their homes […]”.
Al-Adnani also called on Sunni tribes not to join the ranks of the Shi’ite security forces in Iraq or
the awakening movements, and asked them to declare their disassociation from anyone who
does not abide by that order. He also demanded that they swear allegiance to ISIS and give their
support to the mujahideen.
Al-Adnani then addressed Sunnis in Syria and asked them not to aid in the establishment of a
secular state in the country and not to act against members of ISIS. He warned the foreign
fighters operating in various factions to take into account that acts against ISIS could bring them
harm. He also demanded that religious clerics take responsibility for what they say and not
render judgments that distort the truth for reasons of personal interest. He emphasized that
the National Coalition of Syrian Revolution and Opposition Forces, the Syrian National Council
and the FSA General Staff were considered infidels and had declared war on ISIS members. In
light of this, Al-Adnani called on ISIS members to wipe out those opposition forces. He also
demanded that tribal leaders, leaders of cities and villages, and all factions not help them or
give them refuge.32


The Al-Batar jihadist media institution published a video titled, “Their Stories Teach a Lesson”,
documenting clashes and stakeouts between members of the organization and awakening
movements in Iraq.33



During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham, Al-‘Itisam, published the following:
o A video titled, “Window to the Land of Wars (Part 41)” documenting a speech given by a
member of ISIS to several tribes in Iraq regarding the importance of helping ISIS. The end
of the video documented a terrorist attack against Iraqi security forces in Diyala

32
33

https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
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Province, Iraq.34


During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham in Nineveh Province published the following:
o An announcement regarding the raid on Jisr Sanherib, an area in Nineveh Province in
Iraq. The announcement stated that on December 30, 2013, fighters from the
organization had successfully raided the area, killed members of the Iraqi military
(soldiers from the 12th Brigade and several intelligence officers) who were there, and
gained control of the area. The raid was the culmination of extensive information
gathering and a great deal of planning.35
o An announcement regarding the raid and capture of Al-Mahlabiya, a city in northern Iraq
near Mosul. The announcement stated that on December 30, 2013, members of the
organization raided the city and, after a one-hour battle with Iraqi soldiers, managed to
gain control of the city.36



A visitor to the Al-Platform jihadist Web forum posted a screenshot from the Twitter account of
Sheikh Hani al-Sibai, an Egyptian sheikh living in London who identifies with the Salafi-jihadist
movement. In the short message, al-Sibai wondered why sheikhs in Iraq, which is occupied by
the infidel, Nouri al-Maliki (the Prime Minister of Iraq), are not joining the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham and are not actively fighting against al-Maliki.37

Al-Sham [The Levant]
While the international community was trying to drag representatives of the rebel groups
into the “Geneva 2” round of talks planned for January 22, the Syrian National Council, the political
body in exile in Turkey that seeks to replace the Bashar al-Assad regime, declared that it would not
participate in the talks.38
Meanwhile, the civil war continued to claim the lives of thousands of people. During the first
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half of January 2014, the media reported on clashes between various fighting factions, the most
prominent one being the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS).39 ISIS is among the largest and
most ruthless of the rebel groups, and it was recently reported to have executed civilians, welfare
workers and activists.40
The Syrian civil war has also spread to neighboring Lebanon. On January 2, 2014, a large
explosion shook a Hezbollah stronghold in Beirut, killing six people and injuring over 60 others. 41
Meanwhile, Lebanese security forces captured Majid al-Majid, a Saudi terrorist and leader of the
Salafi-jihadist movement, the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, which operates in the Lebanon-Syria region.
Al-Majid died from kidney failure several days after his capture.42

The Al-Nusra Front


During the first half of January 2014, the media institution of the Al-Nusra Front, Al-Manarah AlBayda, published the following:
o An audio clip titled, “Allah, Allah is in Al-Sham” by Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Julani, leader of
the Al-Nusra Front, in which he expressed distress at the fall of Syrian armed
factions into mutual clashes that divert them from the central goal of toppling the Assad
regime and implementing shari’a. According to him, ISIS is largely responsible for the
mutual clashes and he noted the arrest of an Al-Nusra Front emir in Raqqa Province by
ISIS militants as proof of this trend. Al-Julani emphasized that, in light of this, a religious
legal council made up of representatives from all of the factions should be established in
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order to rectify the dangerous situation and reach a ceasefire. According to him, this
initiative could save the arena of jihad in Syria.
Finally, al-Julani emphasized that the Al-Nusra Front views the continuation of clashes
between factions in Syria as a kind of civil war among Muslims. He stated that his
organization is compelled to continue fighting against the Bashar al-Assad regime
because it has the full right to defend itself against any aggression, and because every
foreign fighter that immigrates to Syria has a duty to protect the Syrian population and
not harm them or their property. At the end of the clip, al-Julani expressed certainty that
this civil war will end soon and that victory over the Assad regime is close at hand.43
o An announcement titled, “A Response to the Announcement by the [Islamic] State [of
Iraq and Al-Sham] Regarding the Killing of Sheikh Abu Sa‘ad al-Khadhrami, emir of the AlNusra Front in Raqqa Province”. The Al-Nusra Front reported that al-Khadhrami had
been kidnapped by ISIS militants in eastern Aleppo in October 2013. Since then, a rumor
spread that ISIS militants handed him over to Syrian regime forces. The Al-Nusra Front
said that it turned to ISIS in order to find out what happened to him but ISIS denied this
claim. Nevertheless, in December 2013, ISIS admitted that it was holding al-Khadhrami
and that it intended to release him. However, this promise was not kept and one
member of ISIS’s religious legal council announced that al-Khadhrami should be viewed
as a Muslim who gave up his religion and, therefore, must be judged severely and killed.
The Al-Nusra Front quickly responded by sending an angry letter demanding that anyone
involved in the killing of al-Khadhrami be handed over to the organization for
punishment. It also asked ISIS militants in Raqqa Province to closely examine its
leadership or be complicit in the crime committed.
In light of this incident, the Al-Nusra Front called on residents of Raqqa Province to
defend themselves from all aggression. In addition, he called on Al-Nusra Front leaders
in Raqqa Province to call on ISIS to stop its war against the Al-Nusra Front and to solve
its conflicts by turning to shari’a.44
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The banner produced in memory of Sheikh Abu Sa‘ad al-Khadhrami

o Videos in the framework of a series titled, “During the Battles”, documenting the
organization’s battles against Syrian security forces.45
o Announcements (No. 446-452), including a claim of responsibility for various terrorist
attacks against the Syrian regime’s security forces.


During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist news agency Hemm, which tracks
developments in Syria in general and the actions of Al-Nusra Front members in particular,
published the following:
o A video (No. 49) documenting the preparation and distribution of loaves of bread for
Muslim residents of Deir Al-Zour.46
o A video (No. 50) documenting the renewed irrigation of agricultural land in the city of AlMayadeen in Deir Al-Zour.47
o A video (No. 51) documenting a tour of frontline points in the city of Al-Shadadi in AlHasaka.48



The Al-Nusra Front in the Kalmoun mountain range in western Syria published an official
announcement regarding the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS). The announcement
explained that both organizations share the same goal, even if they disagree on the means used
to achieve it. The announcement stated that the Al-Nusra Front is opposed to all acts of
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violence against ISIS, that the policies used by ISIS in Kalmoun are moderate and reasonable,
and that anyone who attacks ISIS will become a target for the Al-Nusra Front.49
The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham: Operations in Syria


During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham (ISIS), Al-‘Itisam, published the following:
o A video titled, “Window to the Land of Wars (Part 42)” documenting an interview with
two fighters who managed to escape from prison, the explosion of homes belonging to
members of the PKK movement, and the mourning that followed the expulsion of their
families from the homes in Al-Baraka Province in Syria.50
o A video titled, “Abu Yahya al-Libi (Part 3)”, as part of a series of videos titled, “The Life
and Words of the Ulama (Islamic legal scholars) in the Program of the Islamic State [of
Iraq and Al-Sham]”. The two previous chapters focused on the lives of Osama bin Laden,
the former leader of Al-Qaeda, and Anwar al-Awlaki, an American preacher of Yemeni
origin who joined Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).51
o An audio clip in which ISIS tells Sunni residents in and around Aleppo, as well as the
warring groups and factions, that the organization is working to defend their lives, honor
and property. In the clip, ISIS stated that it is forced to cope with the plot devised at the
Geneva Conference regarding the civil war in Syria, in which several warring factions in
Syria agreed to help carry out the decisions made at the conference. In light of this, ISIS
placed a 24-hour ultimatum demanding that all factions fighting against ISIS meet its list
of demands, including the removal of roadblocks [set up to keep out] the mujahideen in
cities and other places, the cessation of violence against ISIS members and the release of
all ISIS detainees. According to ISIS, failure to meet these demands will cause ISIS
militants to retreat from the front lines in Aleppo, a move that is liable to lead to the
renewed occupation of Aleppo by Syrian forces.52
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The Al-Batar jihadist media institution published on its Twitter account photos showing the free
distribution of books and discs, composed of the organization’s publications, to Syrian residents.
The publications included a booklet written by the Salafi-jihadist Muslim scholar, al-Shinqiti,
offering religious justification for an oath of allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of ISIS.53

From left to right: Al-Shinqiti’s booklet; discs and videos published by ISIS



The media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS) published an announcement
regarding the recent events that took place in Aleppo, Syria. The announcement stated that ISIS
militants had recently gained control over many areas of Aleppo and its surroundings, and that
it was making efforts to break through the security barriers erected by the heretical Hezbollah
organization in Lebanon. For example an explosion took place in the Al-Dahia Quarter in Beirut,
the capital of Lebanon, in the beginning of January 2014. At the same time, a strong media
campaign was being waged against ISIS, including an attempt to present the organization in a
negative light, and a fatwa (a formal legal opinion in Islam) was even issued against the
organization by heretical sheikhs. The organization vowed that it would continue to follow the
path of Allah for the sake of the people of Syria in general, and Aleppo in particular, who are not
interested in [being ruled by] the infidel Alawite regime, but rather by a true Islamic state. 54



The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham in Raqqa Province in northern Syria published an
announcement regarding the Al-Nusra Front and the Ahrar Al-Sham organization. The
announcement stated that many extremist organizations, especially Jaysh Al-Muhajirin, had
recently tried to attack ISIS on several fronts, including attacks in the media as well as actual
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military operations. The organization expressed frustration that organizations that are supposed
to share the same goal and path of jihad are choosing to present ISIS in a negative light and side
with the infidels; members of ISIS are monitoring suspicious movements being carried out by
members of the Al-Nusra Front and Ahrar Al-Sham, among others, in order to defend the areas
under their control and, in response, ISIS is being presented as the aggressor. ISIS declared that
it would grant a full pardon to anyone who repents and goes to fight among its ranks. 55


The Twitter account of the Islamic State of Iraq and Al Sham in Al-Badiyya Province in Syria
posted photos of tribal leaders in the province swearing allegiance to the organization.56

The photo shows a tribal leader in Al-Badiyya Province swearing allegiance to ISIS



The Shumukh Al-Islam jihadist Web forum published an announcement regarding the clashes
that took place between members of ISIS and several fighting groups in Syria, which it claimed
are supported by Turkey and Jordan. According to the forum, this situation only serves the
interests of the West and, therefore, it sees fit to call on fighting groups in Syria to take the
following measures: stand by ISIS, unite militarily, defend Muslims in Syria, move to end the
incitement against ISIS, establish an Islamic court to prosecute those responsible for the clashes,
and defend shari’a since an attack on Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of ISIS, is akin to an attack on
the implementation of shari’a.57



A prominent visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published an announcement
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according to which various sources reported that ISIS fighters had taken control of the village of
Mayer, north of Aleppo, in Syria. In addition, according to an unverified report, the leader of the
Al-Nusra Front in that area swore allegiance to ISIS and Al-Ahrar fighters were forced to leave
the village.58


A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a screenshot of the Facebook
page belonging to “The Syrian Revolution against Bashar al-Assad – Manbij” (a city in Aleppo
Province in Syria). The announcement issued a sweeping denial of claims accusing ISIS of
torturing prisoners held in its prison.59



The Salafi-jihadist Web portal, Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad, published an article regarding
recent events in Syria. According to the announcement, it seems that many Muslims have
forgotten the warning given in the Qur’an that Satan lies among the people and have chosen to
publish slanderous reports about the mujahideen, thereby damaging the whole of jihad. The
announcement repeatedly emphasized the strict prohibition against tarnishing the name of
other mujahideen and warned that it would have disastrous results. The announcement
seemed to refer to publications that accused ISIS of behaving cruelly towards members of other
organizations.60



The Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a copy of an announcement that ISIS
distributed to residents of Aleppo Province, which stated that ISIS had waged a comprehensive
war against the traitors who are collaborating with the infidels and making an alliance with
them against the mujahideen, thereby harming all Muslims.61

Liwa Al-Tawhid


The general leadership of Liwa Al-Tawhid, an organization affiliated with the Free Syrian Army,
published an announcement regarding ISIS operations against the organization. The
announcement listed the operations that were carried out by ISIS members against Liwa AlTawhid fighters in the beginning of January 2014, including shootings, arrests and even a car
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bombing that killed several Liwa Al-Tawhid fighters. Therefore, the leadership of Liwa Al-Tawhid
instructed its members not to use crossings controlled by ISIS in Aleppo and to avoid gatherings
until further notice.
Members of the Minbar al-‘Ilam jihadist Web forum, on which the announcement was
published, expressed their support for ISIS and reacted strongly against Liwa Al-Tawhid,
claiming that it was a heretical organization.62

Jaysh Al-Sahaba


Jaysh Al-Sahaba, a jihadist organization operating in Syria, published an announcement stating
that members of the organization were well aware that the slanderous reports published about
ISIS are lies, and claiming that the media is spreading false or exaggerated information with the
goal of tarnishing ISIS’s reputation. Jaysh Al-Sahaba called for unity and an end to the rift among
the organizations.63

The Sheikh Abd Al-Fatah Abu Ghudda Battalions


The Sheikh Abd Al-Fatah Abu Ghudda Battalions, a small jihadist organization operating in Syria,
published an announcement claiming to be independent and not under the authority of any
other organization. It explained that its fighters were scattered around Aleppo and its weapons
were aimed at the Bashar al-Assad regime in order to help Muslims.64

General


The G.I.M.F. jihadist media institution published a video documenting a visit by Abu Talha alAlmani to a Syrian refugee camp.
Abu Talha al-Almani was a former rapper known as “Desso Dog”. He decided to convert to Islam
at a certain point in his life, underwent a process of radicalization, and became a Salafi-jihadist
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activist and former member of Milat Ibrahim in Germany, a jihadist group that identifies with
the concept of global jihad and whose operations were prohibited by German authorities.65

Lebanon


The Markaz Aysha jihadist media institution, which serves as a platform for transmitting
messages to Sunnis in Lebanon, announced the establishment of a new jihadist media
institution called “The Global Front for the Defense of the Islamic State [of Iraq and Al-Sham]”
to aid in the publicity campaign for the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham.66 This move indicates
the increasing efforts being made by ISIS to base itself in Lebanon and strengthen its position
among the Sunni population in Lebanon.

The logo of the “Global Front for the Defense of the Islamic State” jihadist media institution



The Markaz Aysha jihadist media institution published an article titled, “Because it is Against the
Truth” by Ahlam al-Nasr, a jihad activist and prominent writer on jihadist Web forums. In the
article, the author defended ISIS activities and criticized all those who undermine the
organization and fight against it.67

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip
Relative quiet was preserved in the Sinai Peninsula aside from isolated acts by terrorist
groups. On January 1, 2014, armed gunmen caused a gas pipeline to explode approximately 50
kilometers south of Al-Arish in the Sinai Peninsula; no injuries were reported in the explosion but
65
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heavy damage was caused to the pipeline and natural gas was lost.68 On January 4, 2014, an
Egyptian soldier was killed in Al-Arish as a result of a military vehicle explosion; according to an
Egyptian military spokesman, a short time after the explosion three suspects were arrested for
involvement in the incident.69
Meanwhile, the Egyptian military continued its comprehensive war against jihadist
organizations in the Sinai Peninsula. On January 6, 2014, Egyptian military forces attacked and
destroyed four tunnels were destroyed leading from the Sinai Peninsula to the Gaza Strip and the
Rafah Crossing. According to the army, these tunnels were used to transport weapons for global
jihadist organizations in the Sinai Peninsula.70

Ansar Beit Al-Maqdas


During the first half of January 2014, Ansar Beit al-Maqdas, a Salafi-jihadist group operating in
the Sinai Peninsula, published the following:
o A eulogy for two of its members, Abu Arsalan Sa‘id al-Shahat and Abu Hajr Muhammad
Nasr Zaghlul. According to the announcement, al-Shahat was an Egyptian native who
immigrated to Syria after taking part in a popular protest against the Mubarak regime.
He returned to Egypt after the military coup that took place there in order to fight
alongside the mujahideen against the Egyptian army until he was killed by a
collaborator. Zaghlul was also Egyptian, worked in public relations and was eventually
incarcerated. He died as a result of the torture that he suffered in prison.71

The Maghreb [North Africa]
Algeria, Tunisia and Libya are trying to deepen the security cooperation between them in
order to defend their borders from the smuggling of weapons, drugs and the activities of organized
crime groups and terrorist organizations. In addition, some say that aside from Libya, which is in a
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precarious state of security since the fall of Gaddafi, Tunisia is now also losing control over its own
borders, which are turning into hotbeds for terrorists and criminals. 72 As part of an attempt to
convict terrorists, Tunisia and Libya are currently offering generous sums of money to anyone who
provides information leading to their arrest or conviction. In the beginning of January 2014, the
United States deemed several jihadist groups in the two countries to be terrorist groups, including:
Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia and other groups operating in the Libyan coastal cities of Benghazi and
Derna.73 Algeria is also making efforts to fortify its borders and is said to be preparing to use new
military monitoring and tracking systems in the country, mostly drones.74
Meanwhile, countries of the Maghreb continued to “export” terrorism. The Salafi-jihadist
movement, Al-Murabitoun, led by Mokhtar Belmokthar, published an announcement in which it
threatened France and its allies in light of their collaboration in the attack on northern Mali in
January 2013.75 In addition, activists from the Maghreb continued to play a considerable fighting
role in the Syrian civil war. In the beginning of January 2014, it was reported that Moroccan
authorities had uncovered a terrorist cell in Morocco that was recruiting volunteers to join the arena
of jihad in Syria.76


The jihadist media institution of Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia, Al-Bayareq, published a speech that
was given by Abu Iyadh, the leader of the organization. In the speech, he called [on listeners] to
help their brothers fighting in Syria to solve the conflict between the warring factions, especially
the Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham. He called for an end to the media
incitement and escalation between fighters, and called for unity among the ranks and
reconciliation between all groups. In addition, he called on various jihadist leaders, sheikhs and
preachers, especially Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, to publish a joint announcement
calling on fighters to unite the factions in order to end the civil war prevailing in the Islamic
state. According to him, reconciliation is in the interest of all sides and should not be viewed
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from the narrow vantage point of individual interest. Finally, Abu Iyadh praised the fighters that
emigrated from Tunisia to Syria for taking part in the reconciliation and ingathering of the
fighting factions.77

The banner of Abu Iyadh’s speech



The Twitter account of the Tunisian Ansar al-Sharia reported on the release of Ahmed alAkrami, a prominent member of the organization, from prison the day after his arrest.
According to Tunisian news sites, his arrest was part of a series of arrests and raids carried out
against members of the organization, which is a suspected affiliate of Al-Qaeda in Tunisia.
According to a publication on the organization’s Web forum, the purpose of the arrest was to
scare al-Akrami and his family.78

Egypt


A new jihadist organization in Egypt called “The Lone Wolves Battalion”, which was apparently
founded in November 2013, claimed responsibility for a string of terrorist activities in Egypt,
including: the assassination of several members of the Egyptian security forces, a raid on
Egyptian security buildings, and the kidnapping of the daughter of the Commander of the
Special Forces of the Ministry of the Interior who was later left in a car with a note warning that
members of the organization can harm the family members of Egyptian security forces.79

77

http://www.ansar-alsharee3a.com/showthread.php?t=4236
https://twitter.com/AnsarShariaa_tn
79
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
78

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

28

The logo of “The Lone Wolves Battalion”

Somalia
Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen made further attempts to demonstrate its presence on the ground
in Somalia despite the recent relative weakening of the organization. On January 2, 2014, members
of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen carried out a suicide attack at a hotel in Mogadishu, the capital of
Somalia, in which at least 11 people were killed. The spokesman for the organization claimed that
the attack was directed against intelligence officials of infidel countries.80
On the other hand, on January 10, 2014, at least 30 fighters from Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen
were killed in an air strike by the Kenyan army on one of the organization’s training camps in
Somalia during a military conference that was being held there. All of the dead have not yet been
identified but it was reported that senior Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen commanders were among those
killed in the strike.81

The Indian Subcontinent


A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published an announcement stating that
Muslims in Burma are suffering severe persecution at the hands of Buddhist idolaters in the
country. Along with the announcement, the visitor published disturbing photos of atrocities
carried out by Buddhists against Muslims and he called on Muslims around the world to help
their suffering brethren.82
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2014/01/al-shabab-claim-somali-hotel-bombing20141292311985982.html (English).
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-25679777 (English).
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http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
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The banner calling for an end to the slaughter of Muslims in Burma

China


During the first half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Turkestan Islamic
Party, Sawt Al-Islam, published the following:
o A video in Uyghur titled, “On the Military Operation in the Forbidden City”.83

The West


In the beginning of January 2014, Sheikh Anjem Choudary, a radical Islamist preacher in
England, directed the attention of forum visitors to the launch of a new campaign in northeast
London called “The Shariah Project” (http://www.theshariahproject.com). The goal of the
campaign was to promote the implementation of shari’a in England. In addition, Choudary
noted that the United States and England would eventually be punished for their crimes against
Muslims via various natural disasters such as hurricanes. As a result of the death of Israel’s
former Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, in the beginning of January 2014, Choudary emphasized
that one should remember that [Sharon] was a mass murderer with blood on his hands and his
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https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

30

death should be celebrated. He added that Israel is not a legitimate country and must be
returned to the Islamic fold.84
Choudary founded the al-Muhajiroun extremist group with the militant leader, Sheikh Omar
Bakri Muhammad. The group was banned in 2004 but has re-emerged under different names
and in various guises. He also established the radical Islamist group, Islam4Uk, which was
banned in 2010.

The banner of “The Shariah Project”

Miscellaneous


The Fursan al-Balagh jihadist media institution announced the launch of a new series of indexes,
including a list of jihadist publications that were published by various jihadist media institutions,
the current index including a list of publications from the beginning of January 2014.85

The banner page of the new index
84
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https://twitter.com/anjemchoudary
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
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The Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum announced that the Al-Batar jihadist media institution
will merge with the forum and serve as its public relations branch.86

The banner announcing the merger of the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum
and the Al-Batar jihadist media institution

Facebook and Twitter


A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a link to the Al-Nusra
Front’snew Twitter account at https://twitter.com/JabhtAnNusrah. Various announcements
regarding the organization’s activities in Syria were published on its Twitter page.87

ABOUT THE ICT
86
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https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
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Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading
academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the
global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism,
counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis
and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and
revenue from events, projects and programs.

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the
JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique
characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide
variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete
understanding of events on both a local and a global scale.

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il.
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