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Highlights
This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the first half of
September 2014. Following are the main points covered in the report:


Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of Al-Qaeda, announces the establishment of a new AlQaeda branch in the Indian subcontinent. According to him, the new branch is meant to focus
on spreading the faith in the Oneness of God, liberating occupied Muslim lands, revitalizing the
institution of the Caliphate, and supporting persecuted Muslims in the Indian subcontinent.
Sheikh Assem Omar, the leader of the new branch, and Usama Mahmoud, the spokesperson for
the branch, clarify that they are loyal to al-Zawahiri and that they will work for the sake of the
Muslim people in the Indian subcontinent who are being persecuted by the regimes.



The spokesperson for Al-Qaeda, Sheikh Sheikh Hussam Abd al-Rauf, claims that there is a false
propaganda campaign being waged against Al-Qaeda and its leader, Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri.
According to him, despite all of the unfounded analyses and forecasts, the organization
continues to maintain its power and its control of its branches, and to expand into new arenas
of jihad. According to him, local regimes are collaborating with foreign forces hostile to Islam,
with the goal of repressing the civil revolutions known as the Arab Spring and thwarting the
efforts of the mujahideen to impose shari’a. In light of this, al-Rauf calls on Muslims to resist the
local regimes.



The Islamic State threatens to harm American and British citizens if members of the Islamic
State in Syria and Iraq are attacked by coalition forces. This threat manifested itself in the
execution of several Western journalists, including the Jewish American journalist, Steven
Sotloff, who were beheaded in order to send a message to the United States and to Britain that
its citizens would pay a steep price for their aggression.



Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, an affiliate of Al-Qaeda in Somalia, officially announces the death of
its leader, Sheikh Mokhtar Abu-Zubayr, who was killed in the beginning of September 2014. In
response to his death, the organization calls on Muslims in Somalia to fulfill their duty and take
steps against the campaign of aggression being carried out by the Christians against Islamic
countries. The organization emphasizes that Abu-Zubayr’s death will not affect jihad in Somalia
and that it would continue will even greater vigor.
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Various jihadist organizations, including the Al-Nusra Front, eulogize the leader of Ahrar alSham, a Salafi-jihadist organization in Syria, who was killed by unknown sources. In the jihadist
discourse, the Islamic State is blamed for the assassination.
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New Publications
Ideology


The Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, which serves as a platform for messages from Al-Qaeda,
published a video titled, “And We are Enraging Them” by Sheikh Hussam Abd al-Rauf, official in
the organization, ahead of the anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks. In the
beginning of the video, al-Rauf criticized the false propaganda campaign being waged against
Al-Qaeda and its leader, Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, in order to spread a false and distorted
impression among the Islamic and global co`mmunity, and to hide the truth about what is
happening in various arenas of jihad. According to him, since the death of Sheikh Osama bin
Laden, false claims have been spread according to which the organization was on a course of
decline, losing control over its affiliates, and had no future. According to al-Rauf, the exact
opposite is true. Al-Qaeda continues to maintain its power, expand its influence and open new
arenas of jihad. For example, he noted that these biased reports contradict reports from the US
Foreign Ministry, which emphasize that Al-Qaeda remains a significant threat to American
national security.
Al-Rauf then noted that leaders of jihadist groups are not immune from making mistakes and
that innocent Muslims are sometimes killed during battle. This phenomenon is unacceptable
but it should not be used to slander the mujahideen. According to him, enemies of Islam are
concentrating their efforts on giving the mujahideen a bad name and thwarting their efforts to
impost shari’a. According to him, the revolutions that took place in several Arab countries did
not succeed in bringing about real change because the local regimes seek to advance their own
narrow interests. Moreover, the local regimes are provided with military and economic help
from foreign elements in order to fight against the mujahideen. In support of his claims, he
included an old interview that was conducted with a militant from Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, AlQaeda’s affiliate in Somalia, in which he discussed the aid that the Somali government received
from Ethiopia and Burundi in its fight against Al-Shabab. In light of this, al-Rauf emphasized that
Muslims have a duty to fight against the oppressive regimes. In addition to al-Rauf’s statements,
the video also included propaganda materials claiming crimes allegedly committed by the
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United States against the Muslim civilian population.1

The video banner

Fatwas


Sheikh Abu Khabab al-Iraqi, a prominent sheikh affiliated with the Islamic State, published in his
twitter account a fatwa titled, “Are Muslims Permitted to Accept Help from Infidels?” In the
fatwa, al-Iraqi emphasized that according to the most significant rulings in Islam, it is forbidden
for a Muslim ruler to accept help from infidels in any situation. At the end of the fatwa, al-Iraqi
noted that the ruling can be applied to the issue of the campaign being carried out against the
Islamic State by Western countries, led by the United States.2



Sheikh Dr. Sami al-Aridi, head of the Shura Council of the Al-Nusra Front in Syria, published a
fatwa in response to the question, “Is it permitted to fight under the banner of the Free Syrian
Army?” Al-Aridi responded that it is forbidden to fight under the banner of an organization that
is not interested in imposing shari’a and is essentially fighting in order to establish a society run
according to principles other than those of Islam. Nevertheless, al-Aridi emphasized that he
does not consider those fighting under those banners to be infidels but that he does believe
they should repent for their actions.3

The Rift between Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State


Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Maqdisi, a philosopher in the Salafi-jihadist movement who was
released from a Jordanian prison on June 14, 2014, published a new statement titled, “Advice to
the reasonable among the Islamic State in Iraq and Al-Sham and its supporters against the
Crusaders and Infidels”, in light of Western attacks against the organization. In the statement,
al-Maqdisi mentioned that he had been in contact with members of the Islamic State while he
was in jail, and had even exchanged letters with some of them, but that contact had been

1

http://www.alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
3
http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
2
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severed when they refused to seek legal arbitration according to Islamic law (regarding their
disagreements with the Al-Nusra Front and other jihadist organizations in Syria). Nevertheless,
the NATO alliance is attacking the Islamic State and, therefore, it is worth noting several tips
that could help in the struggle. He called on members of the organization to stop fighting the
mujahideen from other organizations, whom they accuse of heresy or betrayal, and to stop
kidnapping workers in relief organizations. In addition, al-Maqdisi called on the IS to focus on
publishing photos in which its members are helping the needy and the poor, and to avoid
publishing photos documenting mutilations, floggings, stoning and executions. Al-Maqdisi also
renewed the call for the establishment of shari’a courts for the arbitration of disagreements
between quarrelling organizations.4


Several prominent visitors to the Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal, which is affiliated
with the Islamic State, issued harsh criticism against Al-Qaeda and compared it to Israel. Its
anger was sparked by a photo that was distributed showing the flags of Al-Qaeda and of Israel
waving together; the photo was taken at the Israel-Syria border, over which the Al-Nusra Front
seized control. Visitors to the forum were incensed at Al-Qaeda and claimed that al-Zawahiri
should be ashamed of such a photo.5



The Al-Hayyat jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with the Islamic State, published an
article in English titled, “The Leadership [of the] of Ibrahim Community”. The article examined
the components necessary for a Muslim to be deserving to lead the Muslim people.6 The article
sought to establish the legitimacy of the leader of the Islamic State, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, to
serve as caliph.



The Nukhbat al-Fikr media institution published an article by an unknown author named Salih
al-Muhajir regarding the legality of the establishment of the Islamic Caliphate led by Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi. According to the author, the caliphate is not legal since it was not based on a
widespread consensus and, therefore, jihadists are not required to rescind their loyalty to other
jihadist organizations to which they belong. Nevertheless, the author emphasized that he leaves

4

http://www.hanein.info/vb; http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (both in Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
6
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
5
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this issue to the discretion of the mujahideen and recommends that they not clash with one
another over this issue.7

Oaths of Allegiance and Expressions of Support for the Islamic Caliphate


Ansar al-Sharia in Libya published an announcement regarding immigrants in Libya and the
organization’s oath of allegiance. The announcement stated that there are many comrades in
Libya who immigrated in order to wage jihad, especially from countries in the Islamic Maghreb.
It also stated that the vast majority of Ansar al-Sharia members had sworn allegiance to the
Islamic State; Al-Qaeda had sent representatives to Libya who tried to convince members of the
organization to declare their allegiance [to Al-Qaeda] instead but the Shura Council of Ansar alSharia had refused their request.8



The organization, Soldiers of the Caliphate on Algerian Soil, published a statement in which it
renewed its oath of allegiance to the Islamic State and its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. The
organization guaranteed that should al-Baghdadi come to the Islamic Maghreb, he would be
greeted by many supporters.9
It should be noted that the statement did not come from an official source but rather was
written by a prominent visitor to the Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal, who claimed
that the statement had been sent to him from senior commanders in Ansar al-Sharia. Therefore,
the statement should be treated cautiously.



The Aqba Bin Nafe Mujahideen Battalion in Tunisia published a statement in which it declared
its allegiance to the Islamic State.10



A group of jihadists identified as “Supporters of the Islamic State in Yemen” published a video in
which they took an oath of allegiance to the leader of the IS, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. In the video,
approximately ten men with blurred faces and a masked spokesman declared their allegiance to
the IS and their willingness to follow orders from al-Baghdadi as the caliph.11
It should be noted that the scope and conduct of the group in Yemen remains unclear in light of

7

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
9
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
10
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
11
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
8
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the fact that the leader of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri's
deputy. This may explain why they blurred the faces of the jihadists in Yemen who swore
allegiance to the Islamic State.

The symbol of the “Supporters of the Islamic State in Yemen”



A visitor to the Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal published a YouTube video in which
Muslims from Yemen were shown swearing allegiance to the Islamic State and its leader, Sheikh
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. In the video, the faces of the speakers were blurred, , seemingly out of
fear that someone would recognize them and they would be punished by the leadership in
Yemen..12

Strategy


The Al-Nusra Front published a new video titled, “Continuing along the path –steps taken to
free the Al-Khazanat camp and the city of Khan Shaykhun”. The video showed the stages of the
operation to seize control of the Al-Khazanat camp, which was presented as one of the largest
Syrian army bases in Idlib Province that overlooks the road between Hama and Aleppo. The
stages of the operation included:
-

Stage 1: intelligence gathering, artillery fire to “soften” targets, and disconnection of the
base’s supply line.

-

Stage 2: use of three car bombs (one without a driver, one driven by a suicide terrorist,
and one whose driver parked it near the camp and fled before the blast), and the seizure

12

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
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of several checkpoints near the camp, as well as an exchange of gunfire with the
soldiers.
-

Stage 3: Explosion of two additional armored vehicles carrying explosives next to the
camp and within its borders, penetration of the camp by members of the organization,
and the use of antiaircraft weaponry against Syrian aircraft.

-

The video also contained clips from speeches given by various jihadist figures (including
Osama bin Laden, Abdullah Azzam and Abu Yahya al-Libi), and ended with scenes of
celebration in the city of Khan Shaykhun and photos of the martyrs who were killed
during the operation.13



Visitors to the Hanein jihadist Web forum held a discussion regarding the university in Mosul.
Among other things, visitors commended the fact that the IS had maintained routine and
published the exam schedule, which would certainly earn goodwill from the students. In
contrast, another visitor expressed his doubts regarding the Islamic State’s ability to run the
academic institution, claiming that it was not clear how classes could be held independently
from the Ministry of Education of the “infidel state”.14



Visitors to the Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal published a YouTube video titled, “The
Technology of the Islamic State: Unmanned Aerial Vehicle”.15

Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets


The 14th issue of the “Jihadist Encyclopedia” was published: a collection of guidebooks on
various topics concerning the world of jihad. The military section of the current issue included
guidebooks on bombs, timed explosions, booby-traps and movement in built-up areas.16

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr


A prominent visitor to the Shumukh al-Islam jihadist Web forum expressed support in memory
of former members of the Salafi-jihadist movement in the Gaza Strip who were martyred.17

13

http://www.shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
15
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
16
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
14
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The banner showing photos of Salafi-jihadist martyrs from the Gaza Strip



Various jihadists, including members of the Al-Nusra Front, expressed sorrow and eulogized
leaders of Ahrar al-Sham, a large group of Salafi-jihadist rebels in Syria led by Abu Abdallah alHamwai, who were killed in a car bombing in the beginning of September 2014. The identity of
the perpetrators of the attack was unknown but, according to the jihadist discourse on various
social networks, members of the Islamic State were responsible for the attack. This discourse
was focused around the hashtag: استشهاد_قادة_أحرار_الشام#.18

Leaders of Ahrar al-Sham

17
18

https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
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Magazines


The Taliban in Afghanistan published issue no. 101 of the jihadist magazine, Al-Somood. The
magazine’s articles covered several topics, including: an interview with the official in charge of
jihad in Badakhshan Province, an article regarding the role of the youth in the struggle against
the invaders, and a statistical report on the operations carried out by the organization during
July 2014.19 In addition, the organization published issue no. 67 of InFight magazine in English.20

From left to right: the banners of InFight and Al-Somood magazines



The Al-Nusra Front, an affiliate of Al-Qaeda in Syria, launched a new jihadist magazine in English
called AZBIRU (16 pp.) but did not officially publish it on jihadist Web forums. The magazine was
seemingly leaked to social networks in partial form by a Dutch jihadist and member of the IS.
Among the articles included in the first issue: the personal story of a jihadist in Syria named Abu
Ali al-Kiswaani (most of the issue was devoted to him), an article in praise of the martyr’s death
and fulfilment of the commandment to wage jihad by Sheikh Anwar al-Awlaki, an American

19
20

http://shahamat-arabic.com/index.php/paighamoona/44964
http://www.jhuf.net/showthread.php?21977-Islami-Emirate-Afghanistan-IN-FIGHT-67-(07-2014)
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preacher of Yemeni origin who joined Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula and was killed at the
end of September 2011.21

The banner of the new magazine, AZBIRU



The Islamic State published issue no. 3 of Dabiq magazine in English (42 pp.). Among the articles
published in the issue: criticism of Obama’s decision to create a coalition against the Islamic
State, articles regarding the importance of Syria in the Muslim tradition, the importance of
moving to Syria and Iraq in order to fulfil the commandment to wage jihad, an article regarding
the bitter fate that awaits all those who betray the Islamic State, a summary of the military
operations carried out by members of the IS and their successes in the battlefield, an article
regarding the Western captives who were executed by the organization, including James Foley
and Steven Sotloff.22

The magazine banner
21
22

https://twitter.com/abuzuba1r/status/509673292165566465
https://shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

14

Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan
Violent clashes in Afghanistan and Pakistan continued to worsen between the Taliban, and
security and foreign forces, as terrorist organizations took advantage of the regional instability.
On September 4, 2014 twelve people were killed in a car bomb explosion carried out by the
Taliban at a government compound in Ghazani. The car bombing was accompanied by small-arms
fire followed by a battle with security forces. All 21 attackers were killed. 23 On September 10, 2014
fourteen people were killed as a result of an air strike by NATO forces in Kunar Province in eastern
Afghanistan. The President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, criticized the operation and claimed that
the United States was responsible.24
On September 10, 2014 the Pakistani Air Force killed 35 Taliban fighters in an attack in
Waziristan, near the border with Afghanistan.25 On September 13, 2014 three people were killed in a
car bomb explosion near the city of Peshawar in Pakistan; no organization claimed responsibility for
the attack but the Taliban was suspected.26

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan


The Taliban in Afghanistan published a statement regarding a meeting held by NATO countries
to discuss Afghanistan. In the framework of the statement, the organization made several
points, including: a call to end the occupation in Afghanistan, the futility of using force, the need
to unite the Afghan nation under Islamic rule, and the presentation of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan as the sole representative of the Afghan people.27

The Taliban in Pakistan


The Taliban in Pakistan published an announcement titled, “Release three prominent brothers
in the Taliban movement in Pakistan in exchange for the release of the Vice Chancellor of the

23

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/taliban-attack-government-offices-afghanistan
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/09/10/uk-afghanistan-civilians-idUKKBN0H516520140910
25
http://zeenews.india.com/news/south-asia/pakistan-jets-kill-35-militants-in-northwaziristan_1467575.html
26
http://www.mb.com.ph/3-killed-in-pakistani-militants-attacks-vs-police
27
http://shahamat-arabic.com/index.php/paighamoona/44964
24
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University of Peshawar”. The announcement stated that Dr. Ajmal Khan, the Vice Chancellor,
has been imprisoned by the Taliban for the last four years during which the Taliban has
provided for all of his needs. In the end, the Pakistan government acceded to the demands and
released three prominent Taliban prisoners instead of the five prisoners requested by the
Taliban at the start of negotiations.28

The Arabian Peninsula
Yemen continued to be in the throes of civil war as the Yemeni government, led by
Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, was forced to cope with two central threats: Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula, which is battling the Yemeni army mainly in Hadhramaut Province, and Houthi militias
supported by Iran, which are battling army forces mainly in Al-Jawf Province.29 In order to end the
current conflict, the United Nations is trying to establish talks for negotiations between the Yemeni
government and the Houthis.30
Meanwhile, there was a substantial increase in the number of terrorist attacks by Al-Qaeda
against Houthi militias due to their control over parts of the capital city of Sanaa and due to the
growing fear that they will conquer additional territories, which would increase the Shi’ite influence
in the country. For example, Al-Qaeda claimed responsibility for the explosion of stores that
belonging to the Houthis in Rada in Al-Baydha Province and for the execution of a Houthi
supporter.31

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula


During the first half of September 2014, the jihadist media institution of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP), Al-Malahim, published the following:
o A video in which Abdullah al-Khalidi, the former Saudi Deputy Consul in Yemen who was
kidnapped by the organization in March 2012, made a plea for the fifth time to the Saudi
authorities to work for his release by meeting the organization’s demands: the release of

28

http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.qna.org.qa/News/14090911230045/البالد-شمال-الحوثيين-مواقع-يقصف-اليمني-الطيران
30
http://alasria.net/news/18673
31
http://www.alarab.co.uk/?id=32637; http://adenalghad.net/news/122792
29
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Muslim female prisoners and the end of drone strikes originating from Saudi territory to
attack the mujahideen in Yemen.32

Abdullah al-Khalidi

o A video titled, “Harvest of Spies 2”. In the framework of the video, the organization
claimed that it had managed to uncover several spy networks operating in various parts
of Yemen that had planted “electronic chips in the cars of mujahideen” ahead of US
drone attacks. The video included filmed confessions by several of the accused, five of
whom were sentenced to death. Interspersed among the confessions were comments
by a masked individual named Abu Jaber who was presented as AQAP’s security
representative. In addition, the end of the video showed details of the capture of the
officer, Rasheed Abdullah al-Hibshi, who was presented by the organization as the
individual responsible for national security in the wadi and desert area of Hadhramaut
Province who kept close ties with the Americans and with senior officials in the Yemeni
government in the framework of the “war on terror”.33

Five members of AQAP who were sentenced to death for spying
32
33

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
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o A video in a series of reports “From the Field” documenting an operation at the Brum
military checkpoint in Hadhramaut Province that was carried out in April 2014. In the
framework of the video, it was claimed that the attack was executed because soldiers at
the checkpoint had killed Muslims, harmed them and stole their money. The video
showed the preparations and planning made for the attack, words of encouragement
that were said to the fighters before they embarked on the mission, and documentation
of the exchange of fire during the attack itself. The video ended with the display of
military documents that were found at the scene and with a summary of the operation’s
“achievements”: the killing of eight Special Forces soldiers, the retreat of 80 others and
the plunder of many weapons.34

Ansar al-Sharia


During the first half of September 2014, Ansar al-Sharia, which is affiliated with AQAP, published
the following:
o A claim of responsibility (announcement no. 82) for the capture of Rashid Abdallah alHabashi, a high-ranking security official and member of the main national Security
Council and one of its founders in Hadhramaut Province, who collaborated with
American Intelligence and helped them plan out attacks in the country, specifically
drone attacks to bombard the mujahideen in Yemen: “In recent years, he oversaw
activities in the field and operated spy networks in order to help American planes
bombard Muslims in Yemen. He is directly responsible for several American shelling
operations in Hadhramaut Province.” The organization added that al-Habashi had
confessed to his crimes. The organization noted that its activities are focused on striking
drone bases and spy networks. Finally, it sent a message to Yemeni security officers and
spies who work hand in hand with American intelligence agencies to return from their
path or else pay for their crimes with their lives.35
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o A eulogy (announcement no. 83) for Sheikh Mukhtar Abu Zubair, the leader of Al-Shabab
Al-Mujahideen who was killed in the beginning of September 2014.36
o Words of praise (announcement no. 84) for the establishment of a new branch of AlQaeda in the Indian subcontinent (see section below titled “Indian Subcontinent”).37

Iraq
In addition to American air strikes in Iraq, other parties have joined the struggle against the
Islamic State: the United Nations accused the organization of committing crimes against
humanity,38 Germany39 and Britain40 announced that they would arm the Kurds in Iraq with
weapons to fight against the IS, Australia announced that it would join in the air strikes 41 and the
President of France, François Hollande, visited Baghdad in order to express his support for the new
Iraqi government and to discuss ways to fight the IS. 42 According to American reports, several Arab
countries also expressed their willingness to participate in attacks against the IS. 43 It should be
noted that the possibility of an American entry into Iraq led to a wave of threats, not only from
Sunni jihadist organizations but also from a Shi’ite religious figure, Muqtada al-Sadr, who declared
that US forces would serve as a legitimate target for his people.44
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Meanwhile, the Iraqi government continued to launch air strikes within Iraq. According to
one report, at least 31 civilians were killed in a strike on a school that housed displaced persons near
the city of Tikrit, even though no IS members or military targets were located there.45 Despite this
incident, the Iraqi army announced later in the month that it had killed 171 IS militants in Ramadi
over the course of four days.46

The Islamic State


During the first half of September 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State, AlFurqan, published two videos in English; the first was titled, “A Message to America” and the
second was titled, “A Message to the Allies of America”. The first video sent a threatening
message to the President of the United States, Barack Obama, warning him not to interfere in
Iraq in light of his announced intention to establish a coalition to attack IS militants.
In the first video, Jewish-American journalist Steven Sotloff appeared dressed in orange
clothing, kneeling with his hands bound behind his back, next to an IS fighter who later
beheaded him.
Sotloff appealed to President Obama and noted that your “foreign policy of intervention in Iraq
was supposed to be for the preservation of American lives and interests, so why is it that I am
paying the price of your interference with my life. Am I not an American citizen? You’ve spent
billions of U.S. tax payers’ dollars and we’ve lost thousands of our troops in our previous
fighting against the Islamic State, so where is the people’s interest in reigniting this war? From
what little I know about foreign policy, I remember a time you could not win an election without
promising to bring our troops back home from Iraq and Afghanistan and to close down
Guantanamo. Here you are now, Obama, nearing the end of your term, and having achieving
none of the above, and deceivingly marching us the American people in the blazing fire.” The IS
militant standing next to Sotloff, seemingly a British native who had killed American journalist
James Foley at the end of August 2014, then appealed to President Obama with the following
statement: “I am back, Obama, and I’m back because of your arrogant foreign policy towards
the Islamic State, because of your insistence on continuing your bombings on Amirli, Zumar and
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Mosul Dam, despite our serious warnings. You, Obama, have nothing to gain from your actions
but the life of another American citizen. So just as your missiles continue to strike our people,
our knife will continue to strike the necks of your people.”
The video also showed a different IS militant grabbing another captive named David Haines and
stating, “We take this opportunity to warn those governments that enter this evil alliance of
America against the Islamic State to back off and leave our people alone”.47

Steven Sotloff and an IS militant before his beheading

The second video showed British journalist, David Haines, also dressed in orange clothing,
kneeling with his hands tied behind his back. Haines, 44, was kidnapped in Syria in 2013 while
working for the French relief agency, ACTED. In the video, before he was beheaded, Haines
appealed to British Prime Minister David Cameron, and blamed him for his planned execution.
According to him, Cameron joined the coalition alliance with the United States against the
Islamic State exactly as Tony Blair had done. He noted that the British government was
continuing the same policy and was unable to refuse the request of the United States, and
added that “"Unfortunately it is we the British public that in the end will pay the price for our
Parliament's selfish decisions."
Later in the video, an IS militant holding a knife sent a threatening message, in English, to the
British Prime Minister. According to him, “This British man has to pay the price for your
promise, Cameron, to arm the Peshmerga [a term for the Kurdish militias] against the Islamic
State." Ironically, he has spent a decade of his life serving under the same Royal Air Force that is
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responsible for delivering those arms. Your evil alliance with America which continues to strike
the Muslims of Iraq…will only drag you and your people into another bloody and unwinnable
war." The end of the video showed another British captive named Alan Henning and threatened
that he would be executed if the organization’s demands were not met. 48

From left to right: Alen Henning, David Haines

The Islamic State – Salah-A-Din Province


During the first half of September 2014, the media wing of the Islamic State in Salah-A-Din
Province published the following:
o A claim of responsibility for a terrorist attack that was carried out near the city of Tikrit.
The attack, which was carried out by a young terrorist known as Abu Umar al-Jazrawi,
used an armored car that was loaded with tons of explosives and driven towards SWAT
forces and Shi’ite militias. According to the announcement, in addition to destroying the
site, the attack killed several soldiers and destroyed several vehicles.49
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Abu Umar al-Jazrawi, the terrorist who carried out a suicide attack in Tikrit

o A claim of responsibility for a terrorist attack that was carried out at the Speicher army
base near the city of Tikrit. According to the announcement, the attack was carried out
by two suicide terrorists: Abu Abdullah al-Uzbiki, who drove the armored vehicle laden
with explosives, and Khattab al-Rusi, who secured the way by firing a PK machine gun.
The terrorists penetrated the base from the north, caused the soldiers at the gate to flee
and exploded the vehicle, killing and injuring many people.50
o A claim of responsibility for a terrorist attack near the village of Hammadi Shihab in the
area of Tikrit that targeted buildings where Iraqi military personnel were located.
According to the announcement, the operation was carried out by a suicide terrorist
known as Abu al-Baraa al-Jazrawi, using an armored vehicle loaded with five tons of
explosives, killing and injuring dozens of military personnel.51

From left to right: the suicide terrorist; loading explosive material
in preparation for the attack near Hammadi Shihab



On the official Twitter account of the Islamic State in Salah A-Din Province in Iraq, it was
reported that a suicide attack had been carried out against infidel militias in Makishifa, near the
city of Samara. This attack was in the framework of the intense battle being waged by IS fighters
against Iraqi soldiers.52

The Islamic State – Al-Janub Province
50
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During the first half of September 2014, the media wing of the Islamic State in Al-Janub Province
published the following:
o Photos from an explosion at an Iraqi army barracks on the Euphrates River. The captions
accompanying the photos stated that the operation was carried out by a suicide terrorist
known as Abu Abdullah al-Jazrawi using a truck that was loaded with nine tons of
explosives.53

The bombing of an Iraqi army barracks on the Euphrates River

o A claim of responsibility for an operation against checkpoints of anti-IS militias in Jurf
Sakhar. According to the report, 15 people were killed or injured in the operation, and a
bulldozer, weapons and ammunition were taken as plunder.54

The Islamic State - Nineveh Province


During the first half of September 2014, the media branch of the Islamic State in Nineveh
Province published the following:
o A photographic survey of an orphanage and a nursing home that were established by the
organization in the province. The photographs of the orphanage showed children
holding the flag of the IS and going to a park hosted by the organization. 55 The
photographs of nursing home – which were combined with versus from the Quran
regarding honoring parents – showed the elderly patients being cared for in the home
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and the building itself, including departments for men and women, the cafeteria and
offices.56

The Islamic State opened an orphanage and a nursing home in Nineveh Province



The Islamic State in Nineveh Province in Iraq published a documentary of the city of Mosul,
which is under its control. The documentary was published in parts and titled, “The City of
Mosul is Blossoming under the Caliphate”. It included technical details about the city’s location,
history and population and mainly contained recent photos of the city. 57

Recent photos of Mosul



The Islamic State in Nineveh Province in Iraq published a statement announcing the takeover of
Kanoona Mountain by members of the organization following an intense battle against the
Kurdish Peshmerga, in which 15 enemy soldiers were killed.58

The Islamic State – Baghdad
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The media wing of the Islamic State in Baghdad published three videos titled, “Creators of Life”
(part 15-17). The videos documented a suicide attack that was carried out by three IS militants
against Iraqi security forces in al-Kadhimiya, in Iraq; the names of the terrorists were Abu
Abdallah al-Muhajir, Abu Sarmad al-Jazrawi59 and Abu Ali al-Jazrawi.60 In addition, it published a
report listing all of the terrorist attacks that its members carried out recently in the province. 61

Photos of the martyrs

The Islamic State – Al-Furat Province


The media wing of the Islamic State in Al-Furat Province, a new province declared by the
organization, which includes both Syrian and Iraqi territory, published a video documenting the
increased security presence of soldiers, vehicles and weapons in the province. Among other
things, the film showed the deployment of troops on rooftops, inspections being carried out at
checkpoints, the stationing of Islamic police cars and photos documenting the lives of Muslims
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living “in safety and comfort in the shadow of the Islamic State Caliphate”.62 In addition, the
organization published a series of photos showing how it was maintaining the roads and the
power grid in the province.63 Finally, the organization published a collection of photos
documenting the daily routine in one of the markets in the city of Husayba.64

From left to right: a filmed tour of a market in Husayba;
the Islamic State increasing its security presence in Al-Furat Province

The Islamic State - Kirkuk Province


The media wing of the Islamic State in Kirkuk Province published photos of the execution of
three people accused of passing intelligence information to the Iraqi army.65 According to media
sources, the executions were preceded by the abduction of 20 people following the
consolidation of a local force that tried to expel the organization from the region.66

The Islamic State – Al-Anbar Province


During the first half of September 2014, the media wing of the Islamic State in Al-Anbar
Province published the following:
o Filmed documentation of an operation in Al-Hawz, in the city of Ramadi, against a group
of soldiers who had gathered inside the building.67
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o Filmed documentation of the distribution of food and aid to needy families in the city of
Al-Rutba in western Al-Anbar Province. Among other things, the organization distributed
refrigerators with a sticker affixed to them reading “A gift from the Islamic State”.68

The distribution of food and electronic devices by members of the IS in Al-Anbar Province

General


The Islamic State published photos and messages in English for President Obama and the United
States in honor of September 11. One of the photos included a quote from the leader of the
Islamic State, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi: “Our mujahideen are chasing down your armies and have
sworn to teach them a harder lesson that Osama [bin Laden] taught them…you will soon see
them in your homes since our war has not yet begun”.69

One of the photos posted to the Hanein jihadist Web forum, with the caption:
“Obama – You are in the Range of Fire”

68
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The administrator of the Al-Minbar Al-Alami Al-Jihad Web forum published an announcement in
which it reported that Steven Sotloff (the American journalist who was beheaded by the Islamic
State as a message to the United States) was Jewish. The announcement was published a short
while after it was reported in the media. Visitors to the forum expressed joy following the
discovery and one prominent visitor suggested the release of Palestinian prisoners in exchange
for Sotloff’s body.70



A visitor to the Al-Fidaa jihadist Web forum wondered why the chat program, PalTalk, focused
solely on the Islamic State. According to him, such a chat program should serve other jihadist
organizations as well.71

Al-Sham [The Levant]
On the occasion of the opening of the school year in Syria, the Syrian Network for Human Rights
(SNHR) published a report according to which 17,136 children have been killed to date in the Syrian
civil war that has continued for the past three-and-a-half years. According to the report, the number
of children killed is included in the 121,859 civilian casualties of war to date.72
Meanwhile, President Obama announced the US intention to attack Islamic State targets in
Syria,73 which caused Syrian officials to oppose one-sided attacks in Syrian territory. Faisal Mekdad,
the Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister, stated that it would be impossible to defeat terrorism without
respecting Syria’s independence and sovereignty74 while Bouthaina Shaaban, Assad’s advisor, stated
that the American government would actually benefit from collaboration with the Syrian regime
against the Islamic State.75
In addition to attacks by various countries in Syria, there was growing attention to foreign
fighters who went to Syria in order to join the Islamic State and take part in the fighting. According
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to reports by authorities in Manila, the Philippines government began to investigate the
involvement of Filipino Islamists in the fighting in Syria after two Filipinos were killed among the
ranks of the organization.76 In addition, the French Interior Minister announced that 930 French
residents were involved in the fighting in Syria and Iraq.77

Syria
The Al-Nusra Front in Syria


Abdullah al-Muhaysini, a Saudi preacher in Syria who is affiliated with the Al-Nusra Front,
published an announcement regarding his intention to establish the Al-Farouq training camp to
train youth to fight in Syria. According to the announcement, weapons training will be provided
as well as Islamic instruction on issues of religious law and faith.78

The Islamic State –Operations in Deir Ezzor Province


During the first half of September 2014, the media wing of the Islamic State in Deir Ezzor
Province (referred to as Al-Khayr Province by members of the organization), published the
following:
o Filmed documentation of the explosion of homes belonging to “apostates” among the
Shuʿaytat tribe, some of whose members opposed to Islamic State. The film also showed
the distribution of food and aid to the needy.79

The Islamic State in Deir Ezzor Province – destroying homes on the
one hand and helping the needy on the other hand
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o An announcement in which it claimed responsibility for a suicide attack that its members
carried out in Deir Ezzor Province in Syria. The attack was carried out using a car bomb
driven by Abu Omar that exploded at a checkpoint belonging to the Assad regime. Seven
Alawites were killed in the attack, including an officer.80
o A video documenting a course that was given by members of the organization to adults
and children on the topic of faith in the Oneness of God.81

Graduates of a course on the topic of faith in the Oneness of God

o A collection of videos documenting the establishment of a gas station and its
maintenance by members of the organization.82

Members of the organization handling fuel containers
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The Islamic State – Aleppo


During the first half of September 2014, the media wing of the Islamic State in Aleppo published
the following:
o Filmed documentation of the Shaddad al-Tunisi training camp, named after an IS field
commander who was killed in battle east of Aleppo.83 The photos indicated that the
camp was intended for young men and included shooting ranges, physical training and
drilling exercises.84

A training camp for young men in Aleppo Province

o A visitor to the Hanein jihadist Web forum published photos regarding hospitals and the
medical system being managed by the Islamic State in Aleppo Province in Syria. The
photos indicated that the organization was giving Islamic names the hospitals that it
operates and that it was in control of the health bureau that provides permits to doctors
to open clinics.85
o Photos from a shari’a course for teachers that was held in the city of Serrin as well as a
dawah conference that was held in the nearby Jubb al Qadir village.86
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The Islamic State training teachers in shari’a

Other jihadist organizations


On September 9, 2014 the leader of Ahrar al-Sham, Hassan Aboud, was killed along with other
senior militants in an explosion in the city of Ram Hamdan in Idlib Province during a meeting of
the organization’s top echelon.87 As a result of the killing, the Shura Council of Ahrar al-Sham
rushed to declare Hashem al-Shaykh (aka Abu Jaber) as the new leader of the organization, and
Abu Saleh Tahhan as its military commander.88 In addition, several organizations sent their
condolences to Ahrar al-Sham over the loss of its leader and fighters, including: the Al-Nusra
Front,89 Ansar al-Islam,90 Jaysh al-Mujahideen91 and the Caucasus Emirate,92 as well as the
Salafi-jihadist Web portal, Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, which was established by Abu
Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior official in the Salafi jihadist movement in Jordan.93

Lebanon


Sheikh Ahmad al-Asir al-Husayini, a leader of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Lebanon, tweeted
that the coalition led by the United States to fight against the Islamic State was an expression of
heresy and a desire to sanctify an evil war against Muslims. According to him, conflicts among
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the mujahideen should now be put aside and efforts should be focused on fending off this
heretical war.94

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip
There has been a recent increase in terrorist operations in the Sinai Peninsula. After a long
period of fewer, isolated incidents, it seemed that terrorist organizations were rising up and
increasing the scope of their activities against Egyptian security forces.
On September 2, 2014 eleven Egyptian police officers were killed in an attack on their convoy
in the northern Sinai Peninsula near the village of Wafaq between Al-Arish and Rafah. Two of the
officers were killed by a roadside charge and the rest were shot to death by terrorists who
ambushed their convoy.95 Another violent incident took place the following day: an Egyptian police
officer was shot to death and two others were injured in Al-Arish when gunmen shot them from a
passing vehicle.96
On September 5, 2014, a short time after the above attacks, another attack took place in AlArish in the northern Sinai Peninsula. An Egyptian police officer was killed and ten others were
injured in a land mine explosion. No claim of responsibility was made for either attack but the main
suspect was Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, which is known to be the most active and prominent jihadist
organization in the Sinai Peninsula.

Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis


Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, which operates in the Sinai Peninsula, published two videos (parts 4 and
5) in the framework of a video series titled, “Fight them until there is no more Fitnah”. The
videos documented terrorist attacks that were carried out by members of the organization
against Egyptian security forces. The fourth video, for example, documented the explosion of an
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armored vehicle belonging to the Ministry of Interior in the city of Rafah, which killed over ten
members of the Egyptian security forces.97

The Maghreb [North Africa]
The battle between General Khalifa Haftar’s forces and Islamic militias continued in eastern
Libya. Among other things, Haftar accused his opponents of smuggling weapons through the
Benghazi port and threatened that if the port is not immediately closed, any ship trying to enter the
port will be blown up.98 Meanwhile, the authorities admitted that most of the ministries and official
institutions in the capital, Tripoli, were under the control of the “Fajr Libya, Libya Dawn” armed
militia.99 Nevertheless, and despite the volatile security situation, the Libyan authorities announced
their intention to establish a referendum for a new constitution for the country this December.100
In Tunisia, the war on terror continued hand in hand with the increased recruitment of
foreign fighters of Tunisian origin to the ranks of jihadist organizations. According to a study that
was published at the beginning of the month, Tunisia is at the top of the list of countries whose
citizens are arriving in Syria in order to join the fighting. 101 It is likely that the increased awareness of
the Tunisian authorities led to the arrest of radical Islamists within the country 102and on the Libyan
border.103
Both Morocco and Algeria continued their efforts to combat terrorism. A report by the
Interior Ministry stated that on September 12, authorities had broken up a cell of IS militants
operating in the city of Fez.104 In Algeria, the authorities called for the establishment of a joint body
composed of several African countries with the goal of fighting the threat of terrorism on the
continent,105 and demanded that the international community dry up sources of funding for
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terrorism in order to weaken the various jihadist groups.106

Libya
Ansar al-Sharia in Libya


During the first half of September 2014, Ansar al-Sharia in Libya, Al-Raya, published the
following:
o A reaction to an announcement regarding the establishment of “the Shura Council of the
Revolutionaries of Tripoli”. Ansar al-Sharia claimed that the announcement of the new
organization was completely disconnected from Islamic principles; it supports
democracy and international law, and has stated that it “opposes terrorism and
extremism” – it seems that any Muslim who stands up for his rights and fights for them
is considered a terrorist by the new group.107
o An announcement regarding the group’s takeover of a radio station that broadcasts in
Benghazi in eastern Libya. In addition, the organization published a photo of one of its
field commanders, Wisam bin Hamid, in which he was seen examining vehicles at the Air
Force Base under the organization’s control.108

Nigeria
Boko Haram
Boko Haram continued to present a concrete threat to the security of towns in Borno
Province in northeast Nigeria. Tribal leaders in Nigeria warned the government that the
organization was going to take control over the city of Maiduguri, which counts a population of over
two million residents.109 Prior to this, the organization had taken control of the city of Bama in the
province. It seems that this trend of expansion is tied to the organization’s declaration in August
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2014 of an Islamic Caliphate in northern Nigeria.110 Nevertheless, the organization also suffered
heavy losses. For example, the government of Cameroon announced that it had killed over 100 Boko
Haram militants.111

Somalia
The most central and significant incident that took place recently in the Somali arena was
the killing of Ahmed Abdi Godane, the leader and founder of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, the most
prominent jihadist organization in Somalia. The United States killed Godane on September 2, 2014
in a drone attack in Somalia. Shortly thereafter, his death was confirmed by senior American
officials and US President Barack Obama. This attack was considered a significant achievement for
the US and a huge blow to Al-Shabab.112
One week after the killing, the spokesman for Al-Shabab, Sheikh Ali Dheere, announced that
Ahmed Omar Abu Ubdaidah had been selected to replace Godane as the leader of Al-Shabab.
Ubdaidah was described as a junior commander and no further details about him were provided.
The spokesman noted that Godane’s death would not prevent Al-Shabab from continuing to carry
out terrorist attacks.113
On September 8, 2014 Al-Shabab took its revenge for Godane’s death. Car bombs exploded
next to a convoy of African Union soldiers southwest of the capital, Mogadishu, and killed at least
12 people. It was reported that four Americans and two soldiers from the African Union Mission to
Somalia (AMISOM) were among those killed. The spokesman for Al-Shabab announced that the
attack was in response to the killing of Godane. 114

Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen
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The jihadist media institution of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, Al-Kataib, published an obituary for
the leader of the organization, Mukhtar Abu al-Zubayr. In the framework of the announcement,
which began with an appeal to Mullah Omar and Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, members of the
organization lamented their leaders’ deaths, praised them for their contributions to jihad, called
on Muslims in Somalia to continue resisting the “Crusader” attack against them and promised
that jihad in Somalia would only intensify.115 The announcement was translated into several
languages, including Urdu.116 Various jihadist organizations, including the Ansar al-Sharia group
in Tunisia and Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, also published eulogies in memory of, and in
praise of, his actions.117

The Caucasus


In the beginning of September 2014, the Islamic State published a video in which it threatened
to open a new front against Russian forces in Chechnya until the liberation of Chechnya and the
Caucasus.118 In response to the video, the President of Chechnya, Ramzan Kadyrov, severely
condemned the statement and promised to defend Chechnya and Russia.

The Indian Subcontinent
The Declaration of the Establishment of Al-Qaeda in the India Subcontinent


The Al-Sahab jihadist media institution, the official media institution of the Al-Qaeda leadership,
published three announcements regarding the establishment of a new branch of Al-Qaeda in
the Indian subcontinent.
o The first announcement opened with a statement by Ayman al-Zawahiri, the leader of
Al-Qaeda, in which he blessed Muslims around the world and especially those in the
Indian subcontinent for the establishment of the new branch and reminded them that
the goal is to wave the banner of jihad and Islam, banish the infidels and impose shari’a
throughout the Indian subcontinent, “which was part of Muslim lands until it was
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occupied by the infidel enemy, which divided it into parts and separated it into regions”.
He noted that the new branch is like a “soldier” working for the Islamic Emirate, led by
Mullah Omar. Al-Zawahiri added that the branch was not a product of the moment but
rather the fruits of a two-year long effort "to unite the mujahideen in the Indian
subcontinent into one body” designed to spread the teachings of Sheikh Osama bin
Laden, spread the faith in the Oneness of God, liberate Muslim lands, and revive the
institution of the caliphate. Al-Zawahiri noted that members of the new branch set for
themselves the goal of helping their fellow Muslims who are oppressed in the Indian
subcontinent, including Burma, Bangladesh, Assam and Gujarat, Ahmedabad (provinces
in India), and Kashmir. Al-Zawahiri then emphasized the importance of maintaining unity
among the ranks of the mujahideen and avoiding disagreements and rifts.
o The second announcement presented a letter from Usama Mahmoud, the spokesman
for Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent, titled, “Renewed oath of allegiance and the
objectives of the organization”. Mahmoud explained that the new organization was
subject to the directives of its leader, Ayman al-Zawahiri. He also explained several of
the organization’s goals. One goal is to wage jihad against American and global heretical
regimes, and to established Islamic rule according to shari’a. Another goal is to liberate
all occupied Muslim lands, free the Muslim people in the Indian subcontinent and revive
the institution of the caliphate through the use of jihad. Mahmoud added that the new
organization intends to help the Islamic Emirate in Afghanistan and to establish a true
Muslim society.
o The final announcement was from Sheikh Assem Omar, the leader of Al-Qaeda in the
Indian subcontinent. Omar also emphasized his organization’s renewed oath of
allegiance to Ayman al-Zawahiri and global Al-Qaeda. In the rest of the letter, Omar
reinforced the message of Usama Mahmoud, the spokesman for Al-Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent, regarding the organization’s goals and battle against the infidels.119
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The banner declaring the establishment of Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent



The announcement of the establishment of Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent received
positive feedback and praise among various jihadist groups:
o A prominent writer on jihadist forums named Husayn bin Mahmud agreed with alZawahiri that one of the evils used by enemies of Islam to defeat the Muslim Nation is
rifts among the ranks caused by disputes and rivalries. According to him, unity among
the ranks is a guarantee of Muslim success, as demonstrated by the establishment of AlQaeda in the Indian Subcontinent based on an array of alliances between the various
jihadist groups in the Indian subcontinent.120
o Sheikh Hani al-Sibai, a former jihadist and Salafist philosopher of Egyptian origin who
heads the Almaqreze Center for Historical Studies in London, discussed the
establishment of the Al-Qaeda branch in the Indian subcontinent. According to him,
there is no basis for the claims of critics that the timing of the announcement was tied to
concern over the Islamic State’s expanding influence on the Indian subcontinent and
even Afghanistan. According to him, al-Zawahiri himself clarified that the process of
laying the foundations for the establishment of the new branch took about two years
and, therefore, there was no truth to the above claim. He praised the process of the
establishment of the organization and emphasized that, unlike other jihadist
organizations, the new branch was established following consultation with various
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jihadist groups, both large and small, on the Indian subcontinent. He noted that the
Islamic State, in contrast, had acted of its own accord when it launched its campaign to
take control of Iraq and Syria without receiving permission from the Al-Qaeda leadership
and without consulting with other jihadist organizations while using terror and fear to
coerce oaths of allegiance to the Islamic States.
Al-Sibai also discussed the criticism over the fact that al-Zawahiri did not react to the
Islamic State’s declaration of a caliphate. According to al-Sibai, al-Zawahiri and the
leaders of the new branch made an indirect reference to this when they noted their
intention to revive the institution of the caliphate “without recognizing and disregarding
the caliphate of al-Baghdadi”. Al-Sibai emphasized that the oaths of allegiance from
leaders of the new branch to al-Zawahiri and Mullah Omar indicate their clear disregard
for, and refusal to recognize, the existence of al-Baghdadi. Al-Sibai also noted that the
new branch’s desire to create a Muslim society in which women are treated with respect
and valued also indicates a criticism of the Islamic State, which does not respect
women.121
o A visitor to the Hanein jihadist Web forum claimed that the declaration of jihad in India
where, according to him, the Muslim minority is subject to persecution, may serve as a
pretext for Buddhists and Hindus to abuse and harm Muslims. Other visitors claimed
that it would have been better to establish the organization in secret and to only carry
out attacks after the creation of the branch was announced. One visitor justified the
announcement as a strategic decision by Al-Qaeda designed to prevent the spread of
groups in India that support the Islamic State, such as Ansar al-Tawheed fi Bilad alHind.122

The West


Sheikh Anjem Choudary, a radical Islamic preacher in England, continued to publish
controversial correspondence on his Twitter account. During the first half of September 2014,
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Choudary posted several tweets (see example below), including an accusation against the
British Prime Minister for persecuting Muslims in the country, which he claimed led to the
radicalization of the Muslim population; a comparison of secular laws in Britain to Islamic law
while highlighting the latter as the more noble and appropriate law for Britain; support for the
Islamic State; description of the establishment of the Islamic Caliphate by the Islamic State as a
legitimate step; life under the Islamic Caliphate; and more.123

One of Choudary’s tweets
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ABOUT THE ICT
Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading
academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the
global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism,
counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis
and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and
revenue from events, projects and programs.

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP

The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the
JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique
characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide
variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete
understanding of events on both a local and a global scale.

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il
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