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Highlights
This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the second half of
January 2014. Following are the main points covered in the report:


Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, called on Muslims living in Islamic countries to
revive the popular protests against the incumbent regimes, especially in Egypt, until they are
overthrown due to their actions against shari’a. In his opinion, the Muslims in Chechnya who
are fighting against Russian security forces should serve as an example and model for remaining
steadfast in their struggle until their goal is achieved.



Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, called on the mujahideen in Syria to preserve
unity among their ranks and avoid clashes with one another. In addition, he recommended the
establishment of shari’a courts to serve as an arbitrating body to mediate conflicts between
jihadist organizations. Another indication of the effort to bring about peace among various
jihadist factions in Syria was the cease-fire draft proposed by Sheikh Abdallah al-Muhaysini, a
Saudi preacher staying in Syria. His initiative won overwhelming support from most of the
organizations, including the Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic Front, but was rejected out of hand
by the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham.



Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior member of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan,
repeated his call for the mujahideen in Syria to end their civil war and unite under one
leadership in order to implement shari’a.



The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham seems to have penetrated Lebanese territory and
established an organizational infrastructure there, based on the fact that a Salafi-jihadist sheikh
named Abu Sayyaf al-Ansari, from Tripoli, Lebanon, swore his allegiance to the Islamic State of
Iraq and Al-Sham. Al-Ansari called on Muslims in Lebanon to act against the Lebanese army and
Hezbollah.



The Abdullah Azzam Brigades, a Salafi-jihadist organization operating mainly in southern
Lebanon, published an obituary for Sheikh Majid bin Muhammad al-Majid, leader of the
organization.



A new jihadist organization in Egypt called Anjad Egypt declared the permissibility of killing all
Egyptian security personnel and the commencement of an assassination campaign against
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them.


The jihadist media institution, the Global Islamic Media Front, published an obituary for Doku
Umarov, leader of the Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus.
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New Publications
Ideology


During the second half of January 2014, the Al-Sahab jihadist media institution published the
following:
o A video clip titled, “Liberation from the Cycle of Foolishness and Failure” documenting a
speech given by Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda. Al-Zawahiri opened the speech
with praise for the mujahideen in Chechnya and emphasized that, thanks to their
patience and steadfastness in fighting against Russia for the last four-and-a-half decades,
they have revealed staying power and are credited with a series of achievements.
According to him, the Muslim people in Egypt, Tunisia and Libya need to learn from the
example of Chechnya how to be steadfast and persevere in their struggle in order to cast
off the burden of tyranny and attain freedom.
Al-Zawahiri devoted the main part of his speech to Egypt and the military uprising
initiated by Sisi. He then criticized the attempt to create a constitution in Egypt, saying
that it was a move against Islam and an expression of support for General Sisi and his
policies. He called on Muslims not to take part in the democratic system or in elections
in Egypt and any other Muslim country, but rather to implement shari’a as a supreme
binding framework [of law] and sole source of power. He claimed that the Islamic
movement failed because it did not successfully cope with a series of additional
problems, like defending Muslim lands (Palestine, Kashmir, Chechnya, the Philippines,
Melillah, Ceuta, and others) – Muhammad Morsi, for example, did not renounce the
peace agreements with Israel and was eventually thrown out of power. According to alZawahiri, another problem that has clouded the Islamic movement was its failure to
eliminate corruption in the government and society. He claimed, for instance, that the
Coptic millionaire, Naguib Sawiris, funded Sisi’s revolution as well as the secular
movements that came out against Morsi and, in return, demanded that [Sisi] cease his
support of basic food subsidies in Egypt. As a result, the plight of the poor grew worse.
According to al-Zawahri, the Egyptian nation must continue its popular protest as it did
in the days of Mubarak.

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

5

Al-Zawahiri accused the secular camp in Egypt of pushing aside [the campaign to
implement] shari’a and for cooperating with the colonialist conspiracy to weaken Islam
and Muslims. He also addressed Christians in Egypt, saying that he was not in favor of
fighting against them and wanted [Muslims] to live in peace with them, but that Coptic
Christians in Egypt must pressure the Coptic patriarchy in Egypt to stop collaborating
with Sisi and to end its opposition to the implementation of shari’a. He added that it was
best not to fight the Christians in Egypt so as not to give the West a reason to intervene.
He explained that this does not mean [that Muslims] should belittle Christians, but
rather they should establish good relations with Christians who do not cause harm to
Islam.
Al-Zawahiri then expressed his support for residents of the Sinai Peninsula and called on
them to continue to demonstrate patience. He also expressed empathy for the difficult
period of time that Muhammad Morsi was experiencing and asked him to think about
the way in which he conducted himself while in power, emphasizing that the
implementation of shari’a was the only proper way to rule.
Finally, al-Zawahiri called on Syrians to maintain unity and on Muslims in Libya to
continue their popular resistance against the Libyan government, which is known to be
collaborating with the West as demonstrated by the kidnapping of Abu Anas al-Libi, a
senior member of Al-Qaeda, from Libya.1

An excerpt from the video clip

1

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
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o An audio clip titled, “An Urgent Call to Our People in Al-Sham” by Sheikh Ayman alZawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda.2
In the introduction of the clip, al-Zawahiri expressed love and appreciation for the
mujahideen in Syria and their heroic efforts. He emphasized that he and other Al-Qaeda
leaders do not differentiate between Muslims or between fighters, and treat everyone
as brothers in the war of jihad; the unity of the fighters in Syria is very important for
their success. Al-Zawahiri added that he is not willing to accept any violation of Muslim
dignity and that he considers all of the jihadist organizations operating in Syria to be
brothers. According to him, all fighters in Syria must act for the sake of one goal: the
establishment of an Islamic regime in Syria with a leader to be chosen, through
consultation with all parties and in accordance with shari’a, after the victory. Therefore,
the constant internal clashes between jihadist organizations that have recently been
taking place are hindering the goal and the fight, and al-Zawahiri called on all sides to
stop the clashes immediately. In addition, he advised the establishment of a shari’abased arbitration body for settling disputes and disagreements among the various
fighting groups.3

The banner of the audio clip



2
3

The jihadist media institution of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), Al-Malahem,

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://snamalislam.com/vb (Arabic).
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published an audio clip titled, “Mujahid!” by Sheikh Harith bin Ghazi al-Nazari Muhammad alMirshadi, a senior member of AQAP. In the audio clip, al-Mirshadi praised jihad fighters and
offered his encouragement.4

An excerpt from the audio clip



The Al-Ghuraba jihadist media institution, which caters to Arabic and German Muslim
communities, published an audio clip by Sheikh Abu Sufyan al-Silmi, in which he called on
religious scholars and Muslims to help the mujahideen everywhere.5 Al-Silmi is a religious
scholar from Bahrain and, according to his statements, it is clear that he favors the idea of jihad
and strongly supports the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham.

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr


The Markaz Aisha jihadist media institution published an obituary and condolences over the
death of Ibrahim Abu Malek, a jihad activist in Syria. Abu Malek had been involved in training
members of the Al-Nusra Front in Syria, after which he joined the Islamic State of Iraq and AlSham and swore allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the organization. According to
the announcement, Abu Malek was killed by the Lebanese army, which it described as a partner
of Iran.
The announcement also stated that Sunnis in Lebanon, especially those who are helping the
Syrian rebels, are paying a heavy price with arrests, kidnappings and murders at a time when
Hezbollah is sending its soldiers, unhindered, to fight in Syria without the Lebanese army getting
in their way. As a result, Tripoli is in a permanent state of hostility from the Alawites and the

4
5

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
https://twitter.com/alghuraba_ar/
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Lebanese army. In light of this, the announcement called on Sunnis in Lebanon to work to
change the current situation by force and to rise up against their enemies.6

The banner of the announcement



The Mujahideen Shura Council in the Environs of Jerusalem published a video titled, “The
Journey of Martyrdom – Part 3”. The video praised those who fulfil the commandment of
martyrdom and called for the continuation of jihad against Jews in Israel. For example, the
video referred to Abu Hudhayfa al-Hudhali, a member of the organization who carried out a
suicide attack on the Israel-Egypt border on June 18, 2012.7

The banner of the text in the video clip

6
7

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
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Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan
On January 18, 2014, a large suicide attack took place at a packed restaurant in Kabul, the
capital of Afghanistan; 21 people, most of them foreigners including three Americans and two
Britons, were killed in the attack for which the Taliban claimed responsibility. A spokesman for the
Taliban said that the attack was in response to NATO bombings in the country.8 One week later,
there was another attack in which a terrorist blew himself up on a military bus in Kabul, killing four
soldiers.9
Meanwhile, the President of Afghanistan, Hamid Karzai, explained that he did not intend to
sign the security agreement with the United States until peace talks with the Taliban began. Karzai
emphasized that his country would not sign any agreement because of pressure and threats.10
On January 19, 2014, 20 Pakistani soldiers were killed in an explosion caused by a bomb that
was planted by the Taliban in the bottom of the car in which they were riding; Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif criticized the attack and canceled his visit to the World Economic Forum in Davos in order to
deal with the matter.11 Two days later, another bomb exploded on a bus carrying Shi’ites in western
Pakistan, killing 22 passengers.12
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan


On January 18, 2014, the spokesman for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, Zabihullah Mujahid,
published the following:
After a series of recent attacks against foreign invaders in Afghanistan, the latest of which was a
martyrdom operation inside Kabul targeting high- ranking American and other foreign invaders
in which dozens were handed retributive justice for their actions, America was compelled to ask
the Islamic Emirate to hold peace talks with the Kabul regime and lay down their arms, also

8

http://edition.cnn.com/2014/01/18/world/asia/afghanistan-violence/ (English).
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/26/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSBREA0P01T20140126 (English).
10
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/asia/2014/01/karzai-no-security-deal-without-peace-talks20141259122260833.html (English).
11
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/19/us-pakistan-attack-idUSBREA0I02S20140119 (English).
12
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/21/us-pakistan-bomb-idUSBREA0K11020140121 (English).
9
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stating that the American invaders are supposedly working for a better future of
Afghanistan!!?? While failing to mention anything regards its own recent savagery in Siyah Gerd
district !!!
We strongly reject the American demand. America wants to turn a blind eye from a manifest
reality and conveniently skip over the primary reason for the problems of Afghanistan. The
major factor which has been antagonizing our oppressed nation for the past twelve years is the
American invasion and its resultant barbarity. America similarly wants to portray those of its
nationals, who are the enemies of our land and religion and are working for the aims of the
occupation, as the friends and rebuilders of our country.
If America truly wants peace and stability for Afghanistan then it should immediately withdraw
all its forces from our land and leave the Afghans to their own wills and aspirations.
If America is adamant on war and occupation, then it should wait for more deadly attacks. The
Islamic Emirate has a responsibility towards its Lord (Allah), people and country and it shall not
back away from any kind of sacrifice in the way of its fulfilment.
Until we have completely freed our country of the menace of occupation,; until we have
established an Islamic government in accordance with the desires of our nation in our country
and until we have fulfilled the aspiration of our martyrs from our two great Jihads, do not hope
for us to lay down our arms but instead work on changing the course of your own wrong policies
and imperialist goals.13

The Taliban in Pakistan


The jihadist media institution of the Taliban in Pakistan, Umar, published a video titled, “The
Struggle for India – Part 4”.14

The Arabian Peninsula
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), continued its offensive attacks against Yemeni
security forces, revealing prowess. On January 16, 2014, AQAP attacked three military bases in Al-

13
14

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
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Baydha Province and killed several soldiers.15 On January 31, 2014, AQAP carried out another attack
at a military security crossing in Shibam, Hadramawt Province (considered an AQAP stronghold16),
killing 15 Yemeni soldiers. Meanwhile, attacks against AQAP members continued. On January 24,
2014, three AQAP members were killed in a U.S. drone strike in Obeida, east of the city Marib.17

Iraq
The second half of January 2014 was also characterized by increasing violence in Iraq. In
addition to a wave of terrorist attacks using car bombs, there was also an attempt to break into a
prison for juvenile delinquents in Tubji, Baghdad.18 In addition, the Iraqi army began a widespread
military operation in Ramadi and Fallujah. Concern over the military operation and battles in the
area led thousands of residents in Al-Anbar Province, especially Fallujah, to flee to nearby
provinces.19 According to one estimate, 140,000 people have been displaced.20

The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham
The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS) continued to carry out terrorist activities against
soldiers and military vehicles.21 At the same time, the organization organized social activities for
residents, including the distribution of gifts and money to the needy in Nineveh Province.22


The media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham in Diyala Province, north of
Baghdad, published an announcement on the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum in which it
claimed responsibility for several military operations in the province. The announcement stated
that in response to the Iraqi government’s criminal acts, and in response to its terrible

15

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2014/01/16/Army-Qaeda-attacks-kill-10-soldiers-inYemen.html (English).
16
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2014/01/31/Fifteen-Yemen-soldiers-killed-insuspected-Qaeda-attack.html (English).
17
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2014/01/24/Army-drone-strike-kills-three-Qaedasuspects-in-Yemen-.html (English).
18
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/01/140118_iraq_violence.shtml;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/multimedia/2014/01/140120_iraq_baghdad_blast.shtml (both in English).
19
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/01/140119_iraq_ramadi_military_operation.shtml;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/multimedia/2014/01/140121_iraq_falluja_refugees.shtml (both in English).
20
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/01/140124_iraq_anbar_fighting_displaced.shtml (English).
21
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
22
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
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treatment of prisoners, ISIS fighters had invaded the headquarters of the Iraqi army, burned
them down and looted the military equipment that was found there.23


A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published an announcement according to
which ISIS fighters successfully seized control of Tikrit Province in central Iraq on January 17,
2014. The announcement elicited enthusiastic support from visitors to the forum.24



A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a report on military operations
carried out by ISIS in Nineveh Province, Iraq, which included: attacking Iraqi soldiers with hand
grenades, attacking a building belonging to the Iraqi police force using small-arms, and setting
off an explosion that injured a Lieutenant-Colonel in the Iraqi army.25



The Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published an announcement regarding the launch of
a new blog by the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham, in which it provides up-to-date reports
about the organization’s activities. The link to the blog: https://theshamnews.wordpress.com.26



A visitor to the Hanein jihadist Web forum advised his colleagues to avoid demarcating jihad
activities to only certain areas in and around Baghdad, as it leads to operations by government
forces in the area, which harm local Sunni residents. In addition, the visitor recommended
establishing an organized action plan in order to improve intelligence gathering while making an
effort to limit operations to Shi’ite areas as much as possible.27



A visitor to the Hanein jihadist Web forum posted a link to a YouTube video documenting the
kidnapping of four soldiers in the Iraqi army by ISIS members. The video showed the soldiers
being humiliated and the ISIS flag being raised above an Iraqi army vehicle.28 Another video
posted on YouTube showed four fighters being investigated and then executed “in revenge for
the spilling of Muslim blood in the Hawija Massacre” (a clash between Sunni gunmen and
government forces that took place in April 2013 and ended with dozens of people killed).29

23

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
25
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
26
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
27
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
28
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic); https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MLWoWdAawc
29
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ywHtd4pzew
24
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A clip from the video documenting the execution of fighters

Al-Sham [The Levant]
Despite the gathering of representatives from the opposition and the Syrian regime at the
Geneva Conference, there has been no change in the intensity of the fighting between armed
militias and the army, and the battles continue in several areas. Moreover, the regime even
intensified its fight through the use of a new weapon: barrels of explosives thrown from
helicopters.30
Meanwhile, in light of tensions and the escalating struggle between the Islamic Front and
other factions, and the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS), Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, the leader of
ISIS, published a message to fighters in Syria. In a recorded message that was published on January
19, 2014, al-Baghdadi called [on all sides] to avoid inter-organizational conflicts and to focus on
fighting “the Shiite enemy” (Assad’s regime).31

The Al-Nusra Front


The administrator of the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a letter by Sheikh Abu
Ubeyda al-Shanqiti, a prominent Salafist sheikh and member of the Salafi-jihadist Web portal,
Minbar Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad, in which he set out to defend the Islamic State of Iraq and AlSham and its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. In the letter, al-Shinqiti recommended that the AlNusra Front and its leader, Abu Muhammed al-Golani, join forces with ISIS and stop fighting
against it. He even mentioned many religious rulings that support the position that ISIS
represents the true path of jihad and the need for the other jihadist organizations to join ISIS.

30
31

http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/01/140122_syria_aleppo.shtml (Arabic).
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/01/140119_syria_isis_peace_call.shtml (Arabic).
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Al-Shinqiti noted that several respected sheikhs had published announcements regarding
events in Syria based on their partial knowledge of the situation, including Abu Qatadeh, Abu
Mohammed al-Maqdisi, Dr. Ayad Qanibi and Abd Al-Aziz Al-Tarifi. Al-Shinqiti added that alGolani, who was not satisfied with the way in which things were managed under al-Baghdadi’s
command, decided to go against him and disrupt ISIS operations. Al-Shinqiti harshly criticized
this move as well as the Al-Nusra Front’s overall conduct.32


During the second half of January 2014, the media institution of the Al-Nusra Front, Al-Manarah
Al-Bayda, published the following:
o Several announcements claiming responsibility for various terrorist attacks against the
Syrian regime’s security forces. One of the announcements referred to the oath of
allegiance made to the Al-Nusra Front by a group of fighters called Mus‘ab bin Umeir, in
Dara’a Province.33 In another announcement, the Al-Nusra Front claimed responsibility
for three suicide attacks: one at the Al-Samak checkpoint, one at a checkpoint at the
entrance to the city of Hama near the Sreiheen village, and one at a checkpoint at the
southern entrance to Hama.34

The photo documents the oath of allegiance to the Al-Nusra Front taken by Mus‘ab bin Umeir

o A video titled, “Sit and Wait for Them in Every Ambush – Part 4”.35
o A video titled, “The Liberation of the National Hospital in Jasim, Dara”.36

32

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
34
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
35
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
33
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The video banner

o Videos documenting the organization’s military operations against Syrian security forces,
in the framework of a series of publications titled, “During the Battles”.37


During the second half of January 2014, the jihadist news agency Hemm, which tracks
developments in Syria in general and the actions of Al-Nusra Front members in particular,
published the following:
o A video (No. 52) documenting a street cleaning to remove the accumulation of snow
that had piled up in the suburbs of Hama.38
o A video (No. 53) documenting a tour of one of the Al-Nusra Front’s schools for children
in Homs.39

A clip from the video documenting a tour of one of the Al-Nusra Front’s schools in Homs

o A video (No. 54) documenting the provision of public services in Aleppo.40

36

https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
38
https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency
39
https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency
40
https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency
37
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A clip from the video documenting the provision of public services in Aleppo



The Al-Nusra Front in Lebanon published an announcement titled, “An Urgent Call to Sunni
Residents in Lebanon”, in which it announced that the Lebanese Hezbollah organization and all
of its security and military institutions were to be considered a legitimate target for terrorist
attacks. Therefore, the announcement warned Sunnis in Lebanon not to place themselves near
institutions affiliated with Hezbollah in order to avoid getting injured.41

The announcement published by the Al-Nusra Front in Lebanon

In addition, the organization claimed responsibility for a suicide attack that was carried out at
the Hezbollah headquarters in Hermel, Beqqa Province, in northern Lebanon. The
announcement stated that the attack was carried out by a member of the organization in
41
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response to Hezbollah’s crimes against Sunnis in Syria. The Al-Nusra Front called on Sunnis
everywhere to fight against Hezbollah.42 The organization also claimed shared responsibility
with the Abdullah Azzam Brigades for the launch of seven Grad rockets at Hermel, an area
where Lebanese Hezbollah is situated.43


Sheikhs Dr. Tariq Abd al-Halim and Dr. Hani al-Saba'i published a document calling for
appeasement and forgiveness among the mujahideen in Syria. In the document, the sheikhs
called on the Al-Nusra Front, Ahrar Al-Sham and other jihadist organizations to stop fighting one
another in general, and to stop fighting the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham (ISIS) in particular.
The offered many reasons, some strategic and some religious, for why their disagreements and
violent clashes are harming jihad, including: Muslims are forbidden by shari’a to fight one
another; no one can be certain that he is the only one who knows the truth; the only one
profiting from these clashes is the infidel Syrian regime. The authors recommended solving the
problems and conflicts that arise between ISIS and other organizations through peaceful
methods and negotiation, not with violence.44

The Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham: Operations in Syria


During the second half of January 2014, the Al-Furqan jihadist media institution published the
following:
o A video titled, “Messages from the Land of Battles (Part 17)”, composed of three parts.
The first part documented several Muslims turning to an ISIS shari’a court with a request
to kill one of their close associates for having killed another Muslim. This propaganda
video was designed to demonstrate that ISIS’s courts are accepted by residents and
properly uphold God’s laws. The second part of the video showed a senior leader of
Ahrar Al-Sham in Deir-al-Zour confirming that he was leaving the organization to join
ISIS. The third part of the video documented members of ISIS executing a person for
collaborating with Iraqi security forces.45

42
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The video banner

o An audio clip titled, “God Knows and You Do Not Know” by Sheikh Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
leader of ISIS.46


During the second half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham, Al-‘Itisam, published the following:
o Videos titled, “Window to the Land of Wars (Parts 43-44)”.47
o A video titled, “Photos from the Land of Wars (Part 7)”.48



During the second half of January 2014, the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham published the
following:
o Photos of Free Syrian Army soldiers who were captured by ISIS and the bounty that was
taken from them.49
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The photo shows Free Syrian Army soldiers who were captured by ISIS

o An announcement stating that the organization had taken control of the Kunsufrah
village in the Zawiya Mountain region in Idlib Province, Syria, after a struggle with the
Free Syrian Army.50
o An announcement stating that the organization was willing to cooperate with anyone
interested in fighting against the regime without requiring an oath of allegiance to the
leader of the organization.51
o An announcement in which it denied responsibility for an explosion that took place at
the Bab Al-Hawa crossing in the city of Bosra, Syria, on January 20, 2014.52
o An announcement stating that between 50-60,000 Muslims from the Al-Aqidat tribe in
the Al-Bu'az Al-Din group had joined the organization.53

The leader of the Al-Aqidat tribe swearing allegiance to an ISIS representative
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o A video documenting the retaking of communities east of Aleppo, including Manbij. The
organization hung its signs throughout the city and conducted interviews with residents
who expressed their apparent satisfaction at being liberated from the Free Syrian
Army.54


A visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a letter from an ISIS soldier to
the leaders of organizations in Al-Ghota Al-Sharqiya Province in Syria. The letter stated that the
disagreements and clashes between various jihadist organizations in Rif Dimashq were harmful
to their common goal – to topple the infidel Alawite regime. Therefore, all of the factions must
work together with ISIS and those who fight against it will face a severe response.55



A visitor to the Al-Fida jihadist Web forum published photos of ISIS members training in Al-Sahel
and Idlib Provinces.56

Photos from an ISIS training camp



Several battalions belonging to Ahrar Al-Sham announced their decision to break away from the
organization and join the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham, including: Al-Ghuraba, Sufyan AlThawri, Rijal Allah, Al-I'tisam, and the Ansar Al-Sharia regiment from the Ubbad Al-Rahman
battalion.57



The Al-Habib Mustafa Brigades, a member of the Ajnad Al-Sham Islamic Union (Al-Itihad AlIslami Li-Ajnad Al-Sham), published an announcement indicating that it was joining the Islamic
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State of Iraq and Al-Sham and swearing allegiance to its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.58


Jihadist Web forums distributed an audio clip in which a Salafi-jihadist sheikh in Tripoli,
Lebanon, named Abu Sayyaf al-Ansari swore allegiance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, leader of the
Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham. In the audio clip, al-Ansari called on soldiers in the Lebanese
army to defect since it is considered an army of Crusaders that serves enemies of Islam, and he
claimed that both the Lebanese army and Hezbollah are targets to be fought against. He also
expressed hope that allegiance sworn [to ISIS] would spread from Lebanon to Jerusalem.59
The Lebanese daily, Annahar, reported that several religious scholars in Tripoli, Lebanon, had
expressed doubt regarding the authenticity of the audio clip and claimed that it might have
been forged by the Lebanese Hezbollah organization for propaganda purposes.60

The Death of Majed Bin Mohammed al-Majed, Emir of the Abdullah Azzam Brigades


The Abdullah Azzam Brigades, a Salafi-jihadist organization operating mainly in southern
Lebanon, published an obituary for the organization’s leader, Majed Bin Mohammed al-Majed.
The announcement recounted al-Majed’s life story with particular emphasis on his move from
Saudi Arabia to Lebanon and his activities as leader of the organization.61 Other jihadist
organizations, such as Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, also published obituaries in his
memory.62

General


Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior member of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan,
published letters on January 16, 2014 and January 24, 2014, in which he called on the
mujahideen in Syria to end to their clashes, unite under one leadership and avoid a civil way
that could harm their goals, including the implementation of shari’a in Syria. 63

58

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
60
http://newspaper.annahar.com/article/103654 (Arabic).
61
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb/ (Arabic).
62
https://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
63
http://www.tawhed.ws/r?i=25011401; http://www.tawhed.ws/r?i=16011401 (Arabic).
59

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

22

Initiative of the Ummah


On January 23, 2014, Abdallah al-Muhaysini, a Saudi preacher located in Syria, published the
draft of a ceasefire agreement between jihadist organizations in Syria titled, “Initiative of the
Ummah”.64 The main points of the proposal included a ceasefire throughout Syria, the
establishment of independent shari’a courts to settle disputes, and the recognition of the
authority of these courts by the various organizations. The initiative won overwhelming support
from most of the organizations, including the Al-Nusra Front, the Islamic Front and the Army of
the Mujahideen.65
The Al-Nusra Front, for example, explained that this initiative was welcome and should be
accepted since the mujahideen today are being forced to cope with several challenges,
including Iran’s involvement in Syria and in the Arabian Peninsula, Jews in the region, and plans
by the Kurds in the PKK Party to establish a Communist Kurdish state in northeast Syria.66
In contrast, the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham issued a statement rejecting the proposal,67
despite a similar message published by Ayman al-Zawahiri, leader of Al-Qaeda, regarding the
fighting in Syria and despite the support that the initiative received from other authorities in the
Salafi-jihadist movement.68

The logo of the Initiative of the Ummah

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip
Against the backdrop of the anniversary of the revolution in Egypt, many violent incidents
were recorded throughout the country and in the Sinai Peninsula in particular. On January 26, 2014,
64
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four Egyptian soldiers were killed when the bus on which they were traveling in the Sinai Peninsula
came under fire.69 Two days later, gunmen blew up a gas pipeline that transferred gas from Egypt to
Jordan, south of Al-Arish in the Sinai Peninsula.70
On January 31, 2014, the Egyptian army began a large-scale attack in the northern Sinai
Peninsula, including the launching of over 60 rockets at the hiding places of jihad fighters in the
peninsula. According to the Egyptian army, 20 Islamists were killed in the attack.71

Ansar Bayt Al-Maqdis


During the second half of January 2014, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, a Salafi-jihadist group operating
in the Sinai Peninsula, published the following:
o A claim of responsibility for a gas pipeline explosion in the Sinai Peninsula, noting that
the pipeline transferred gas to a cement plant in the Peninsula that serves Sisi’s regime,
which harms Muslims. The organization called for continued attacks on Egyptian regime
and army interests.72
o A claim of responsibility for mortar attacks on a military helicopter and an Egyptian
military camp. The announcement stated that, in response to the criminal acts carried
out by Sisi’s forces, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis had carried out a series of military operations,
including: the downing of an Egyptian military helicopter using a land-to-air missile near
Sheikh Zuweid, a city in the Sinai Peninsula; an explosion at a military camp in Al-Zuhur
using four mortar bombs; and the sniping of an Egyptian soldier.73
o A claim of responsibility for the launch of a rocket towards Eilat. The announcement
stated that the Jews are the key factor motivating the Egyptian regime to act against
Muslims and, therefore, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis launched a rocket at Israel; the
organization emphasized that war with its internal enemy within Egypt does not make it
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forget the war with its external enemy, the occupier and enemy of the Nation – the
Jews.74
o A claim of responsibility for several terrorist attacks against Egyptian security forces,
including an attack on a security building in Cairo. The announcement also called on
Egyptian citizens to keep their distance from places where Egyptian security officers are
located so as not to get hurt.75
o A claim of responsibility for the assassination of the Assistant Minister of Interior,
Muhammad al-Said.76
o A claim of responsibility for an attack on a pipeline transferring gas to Jordan. According
to the group, the pipeline was sabotaged in order to harm one of the sources of income
and the economy of the Egyptian military regime. It further emphasized that even one
drop of gas would not reach Jordan while the King of Jordan continues to protect its
borders with Israel, permit the Jews to open stores and businesses in Aqaba and other
cities in Jordan, and allow drones to be sent out from American bases in Jordan in order
to spy on the mujahideen in Syria.77
o A video titled, “Fight Them until There Is No More Fitna (Civil War): Military Helicopter
Interception”.78
o An audio clip titled, “Help Allah and He Will Help You” by Sheikh Abu Osama al-Misri, an
apparent member of the organization, in which he plead with Muslims in Egypt to rise
up against enemies of Islam in order to foil the plans of the United States and Western
Crusaders to harm Islam. According to him, the Muslim Nation in Egypt must resume
protests and wage jihad against Egyptian rulers who are groveling before the West. In
addition, al-Misri called on soldiers in the Egyptian army to reconsider the continuation
of their military service, claiming that they are serving the [interests of the] West. In
addition, he vowed that the mujahideen would fight the Egyptian army because of its
attacks on Islam and its oppression of Islamists in Egypt. Al-Misri also expressed his
74
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support for the mujahideen on the front lines, and emphasized that the battle today is
against the Zionist-Crusader-Shi’ite alliance.79

Jama'at Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad


A prominent visitor to the Al-Platform Media jihadist Web forum published a message from
Jama'at Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad, a Salafi-jihadist organization operating in the Gaza Strip, in
which the organization called on all of the mujahideen in Syria to join the Islamic State of Iraq
and Al-Sham and to swear allegiance to its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.80

The Maghreb [North Africa]
The analyst, Jemal Oumar, predicted that security incidents in the Maghreb during 2013
would continue to influence regional security in the coming years. Oumar said that the events of the
past year indicated a trend whereby jihadist activity spread from northern Mali to southern Libya,
northern Niger and the border region between Algeria and Tunisia.
Facing claims of increasing terrorism in North Africa, the Mauritanian writer, Mehdi Ould
Ahmed Taleb, said that he believes the problem can be solved by drawing inspiration from the
Mauritanian model. He explained that only through dialogue and care for weak population groups
can the phenomenon of terrorism be eradicated from the region, while a show of force by the
government would only exacerbate the situation.81
Meanwhile, authorities in Tunisia and Morocco continued their war on terrorism through
arrests and the dismantling of local terrorist cells while harshly condemning the latest wave of
terrorist attacks in Egypt.82
Tunisian authorities reported that Farid Ben Salah Barhoumi, one of the country’s most
wanted terrorists, had been arrested. Barhoumi was suspected of involvement in the Jebel Chaambi
incident in July 2013, in which eight Tunisian soldiers were killed and their bodies destroyed. 83
Moroccan authorities reported that a terrorist cell that operated in several cities in the
79
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country had been dismantled. According to the official report, the leader of the cell had previously
served in the Spanish army and fought as a member of Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan.84
In Tripoli, the capital of Libya, five Egyptian diplomats were kidnapped in revenge for the
arrest of Shaaban Masoud Khalifa (aka Abu Obaida al-Libi) by Egyptian security forces in Alexandria
on Friday, January 24, 2014.85 Al-Libi, who headed the operations division of rebels in Lybia, had
previously called for the killing of soldiers in the Libyan army and supported kidnapping
operations.86 The kidnappers demanded that the Egyptian government release al-Libi. The matter
ended with the release of the diplomats and al-Libi.87
The Libyan Air Force attacked targets in southern Libya after gunmen seized control of an
army base near the city of Sabha. A spokesman for the Libyan Ministry of Defense said that
government forces had regained control of the base and he accused officials loyal to the previous
regime of carrying out the operation. The incident led Libya to declare a state of high alert. 88


During the second half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of Ansar al-Sharia in
Tunisia, Al-Bayareq, published the following:
o A speech by Abu Ayad al-Tunsi, leader of Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia, in which he
expressed support for the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham, called [on his followers] to
help the organization, and criticized the erroneous actions of jihadist factions operating
in Syria.89
o A letter titled, “An Important and Urgent Message for Ansar al-Sharia in Tunisia”, by
Sheikh Abu Qatada al-Filistini.90

Mali
Despite the expected reduction in the number of French military troops to be deployed in
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Mali over the coming months, France continued its counter-terrorism operations in the country.
Eleven Islamic militants were killed in a French operation in northern Mali, which was directed at the
Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa (JUJAO) and the Signatories in Blood, an armed
group established by Algerian terrorist, Mokhtar Belmokhtar.91

Egypt


During the second half of January 2014, a new jihadist organization called Anjad Egypt (“Egypt’s
Soldiers”) published the following:
o Its first announcement titled, “Retribution in Life”, in which it declared the start of a
campaign against the regime’s security forces due to their illegal actions in fighting the
Egyptian revolution.92
o A second announcement in which it claimed responsibility for several terrorist attacks
that were carried out against the Egyptian security system, including an attack on a
police station, security checkpoints, and more.93

The logo of the jihadist organization, Anjad Egypt.

Somalia
On January 27, 2014, American forces launched a rocket attack on southern Somalia that
killed a senior member of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen who, according to American sources, had been
responsible for several suicide bombings. Government and intelligence sources in Somalia named
the person killed as Ahmed Mohammed Amey (aka Isku Dhuuq), a chemicals expert who was,
91
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according to the Americans, a close associate of Godane, the leader of Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen.94


During the second half of January 2014, the jihadist media institution of Al-Shabab AlMujahideen, Al-Kataib, published the following:
o A video titled, “Sales Profits – Part 4”.95
o A video titled, “The Distribution of Cattle as Charity for the Residents of Bai and Bakool
Provinces.”96

The Caucasus


The Global Islamic Media Front jihadist media institution published an obituary for Doku
Umarov, leader of the Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus. According to the announcement,
Umarov had opened a new phase of jihad and was able to fight well against the Russian enemy
in the Caucasus.97

The obituary for Doku Umarov



The Twitter account of Daegestan Province of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published a
video titled, “Sulayman Abd al-Rahman and the Call for Martyrdom Operation in Volgograd”.
The video documented two members of Ansar al-Sunna in the Daegestan Province of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan who carried out a suicide attack at a train station in Volgograd, Russia.
On December 29, 2013, Oksana Aslanova, a member of the “Black Widows”, detonated her
explosives belt at a train station in Volgograd, in Russia, killing 17 people. The next day another
suicide bombing occurred on an electric bus, killing 14 people.
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The above-mentioned Twitter account published an additional video in which the leader of
Ansar al Sunna (known as Umar) seemed to threaten that Russia would suffer casualties if Putin
did not remove his forces from the Caucasus. According to him, members of the organization
had, until then, avoided carrying out suicide attacks but their position had changed as a result of
the decision made by Doku Umarov, leader of the Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus, to carry out
such attacks against various targets in Russia. He also threatened to use chemical weapons in
future attacks against Russia.98


The Islamic Emirate of the Caucasus published an announcement in which it called on the
Russian nation to revolt against Putin due to Russia’s military presence in the emirate and the
ongoing killing of Muslims in the region. The announcement warned that if the Russian public
did not revolt against Putin, attacks like the one in Volgograd would continue.99

The Indian Subcontinent


The Global Islamic Media Front – Sawt Al-Jihad Nusantara published an announcement
regarding the death of six martyrs who were killed in Indonesia as a result of the criminal
actions of the counter-terrorism forces in the country. The names of those killed were: Hadaya,
Fawzi, Nur Al-Haq, Hindi Al-Bar, Rizal and Azmi Fu'adi. The organization also indicated that it
would continue its propaganda campaign in countries such as Thailand, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Indonesia until Muslims heed the call for jihad.100

China


The jihadist media institution of the Turkestan Islamic Party, Sawt Al-Islam, published two
videos in Uyghur, one in honor of Eid al-Adha (Feast of the Sacrifice)101 and the second in honor
of Eid al-Fitr (the Festival of Fast-Breaking that marks the end of Ramadan).102

The West
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Sheikh Anjem Choudary, a radical Islamist preacher in England, called on Muslims in
Bangladesh, China, Nepal, India, Thailand, Laos and Malaysia to defend their Muslim brothers in
Burma in light of the regime’s aggression towards the Muslim population.103

Miscellaneous


The Fursan al-Balagh jihadist media institution published an announcement in which it asked
other jihadist media institutions, especially the new ones, to try to coordinate their publications
with Fursan al-Balagh. According to the announcement, it would be better for jihadist media
institutions, as well as individuals, to focus their efforts on transcribing official video and audio
clips, and said that even translations should be coordinated with Fursan al-Balagh or with the
Global Islamic Media Front. In addition, Fursan al-Balagh called on all of the institutions that
take part in jihadist propaganda to contact it in order to establish a special Web forum to
coordinate the various jihadist media institutions. Finally, Fursan al-Balagh called for the
publication of as much jihadist propaganda material as possible and for the promotion of
campaigns to free prisoners.104



The Fursan al-Balagh jihadist media institution published an index of jihadist publications from
December 2013.105

The index banner
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Facebook and Twitter
On January 18, 2014, a Twitter account was opened under the name Rayat Al-Tawheed {Flag of the
Unity of Allah). According to the administrators of the Twitter account, the account publishes
materials in English regarding the Islamic State of Iraq and Al-Sham.106

The banner of the Twitter account
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ABOUT THE ICT
Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading
academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the
global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in
terrorism, counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment,
intelligence analysis and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization
located at the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private
donations and revenue from events, projects and programs.

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP
The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at
the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in
Arabic, the JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The
unique characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a
wide variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a
complete

understanding

of

events

on

both

a

local

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications

For tailored research please contact us at JWMG@ict.org.il.
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and

a

global

scale.

