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Highlights
This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the second half of
August 2014. Following are the main points covered in the report:


The Islamic State warns President Obama’s government not to act against its militants in Iraq,
otherwise it will be responsible for the deaths of its citizens. As proof of its serious intent, the
organization records the execution of American journalist, John Foley, who before his death
appealed to the United States to avoid involvement in Iraq. The Islamic State threatens to
execute another American journalist, Steven Sotloff, if its demands are not met.



The Islamic State publishes a PR video documenting the conversion to Islam of hundreds of
Yazidis in Iraq after the organization laid siege to their towns. The seiged Yazidis in the area of
Mount Sinjar in Iraq are called on to descend from there and accept Islam.



Sheikh Abu Dujana al-Basha, a senior member of Al-Qaeda, expresses support for, and solidarity
with, the residents of the Gaza Strip against the backdrop of Operation ‘Protective Edge’, and
emphasizes that the mujahideen still have their sights set on the liberation of Palestine.
According to him, the war with the United States, its allies and the infidel Muslim regimes, such
as those of Saudi Arabia and Egypt, is a precondition for the liberation of Palestine. Al-Qaeda in
the Arabian Peninsula also expresses solidarity with the Palestinians in Gaza and produces a
special issue in their honor titled, “Palestine”.



The mutual wrangling continue between supporters of Al-Qaeda and the Al-Nusra Front, and
supporters of the Islamic State, regarding the establishment of the Islamic Caliphate by the
latter. According to Al-Qaeda and the Al-Nusra Front, the Islamic Caliphate has no legitimate
basis for several reasons, including the lack of a broad consensus among members of the
Muslim Nation, and its establishment only serves to foster a rift and separation among the
ranks of the mujahideen.



The Al-Nusra Front in Syria announces that it is holding captive members of the United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) in revenge for the UN’s disregard of the atrocities
being carried out by Bashar al-Assad against the Syrian people and in protest against the
inclusion of the Al-Nusra Front on the UN’s list of terrorist organizations.



The Salafi jihadist Wenb portal, Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad, published a fatwa against joining
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the Yemeni army in order to help its fight against the Houthis, despite the threat posed by the
latter to Sunni security, since the Yemeni army is considered heretical.


The Islamic Front’s publicity efforts gain a significant boost with the establishment of an
umbrella organization called “The Media Front for Assistance to the Islamic State”, which is
composed of several jihadist media institutions.
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New Publications
Ideology
Fatwas


Sheikh Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a senior member of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan
and the founder of the Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad Web portal, published a fatwa regarding the
position of jihadist organizations such as Ahrar Al-Sham, Jaysh Al-Muhajirin Wal-Ansar, The
Green Battalion, Hamas and Islamic Jihad. In addition, he addressed the question of whether
these organizations are obligated to swear allegiance to Al-Qaeda in order to be considered
righteous Muslims.
In his opinion, Muslims are not obligated to swear allegiance to Al-Qaeda in order to be
considered righteous Muslims. There are many Muslims and many organizations that do not
belong to Al-Qaeda but whose righteousness and strong faith are indisputable. In addition,
members of Al-Qaeda do not require other Muslims to swear allegiance to them in order to be
considered true believers. Whoever claims this or hints that this is an Al-Qaeda requirement is
ignorant and driven by external motives. Al-Maqdisi clarified that he does not consider these
movements to be heretical since they constitute part of the group of Muslim believers and,
therefore, they should not be regarded as infidels, their prisoners should not be killed and their
injured should not be harmed. Al-Maqdisi explained that, at this time, one should be careful not
to rush into declaring Muslims to be infidels. In addition, he said that he himself had spent a
great deal of time in Al-Qaeda training camps and facilities, and that no one required him to
swear allegiance to the organization.1



During the second half of August 2014, Sheikh Abu Izz al-Din al-Najdi, a member of the Shura
Council of the Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad jihadist Web portal, published several fatwas,
including the following:
o A fatwa regarding possible cooperation with the Yemeni government in fighting against
the Houthis after he was asked if the Houthis pose a greater danger to Muslims than the
Yemeni government. Al-Najdi noted that the answer depends on what the questioner
means by “cooperation”. If he means fighting against the Houthis at the same time that

1

http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=8220 (Arabic).
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the Yemeni government is fighting against them, then it is permitted; however, is he
means joining the infidel Yemeni army, then it is absolutely forbidden. Even if the army
could help them fight against the Houthis without having to officially join its ranks, a
Muslim is not allowed to fight under the banner of heresy.2
o A fatwa in response to a visitor’s question regarding young men in Benghazi, Libya, who
carry out night raids during which they arrest members of Ansar al-Sharia and turn them
over to the regime. According to al-Najdi, if the situation is indeed as the visitor
described, then there is no doubt that the young men have deviated from the correct
path and are violating the principles of Islam in handing over supporters of the religion
to a regime that acts according to man-made heretical laws. In other words, it is an act
of heresy for all intents and purposes.3
o A fatwa regarding permission for residents of a Sunni Kurdish village to fight back against
Islamic State fighters who are attacking Kurdish villages in order to defend themselves.
According to al-Najdi, if the Islamic State is directing its aggression against Kurdistan’s
democratic infidel regime and not against Muslim residents of the area in general, then
it is forbidden to fight them. This is because a battle with the Islamic State in this
situation would serve to help the infidel regime, which adopted the way of the West,
against an organization that is interested in implementing shari’a. Nevertheless, if the
Islamic State is not distinguishing between Muslim and infidel then it is permissible for
Muslims to defend their lives, their families and their property. If Muslims are forced to
fight back against the Islamic State at the same time that the latter is fighting against the
regime, then it is forbidden to fight under the banner of the regime and one must focus
solely on self-defense.4

The Rift between Al-Qaeda and the Islamic State


Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Maqdisi, a senior member of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan
who was released form a Jordanian prison on June 14, 2014, delivered a speech criticizing the

2

http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=571 (Arabic).
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=8222 (Arabic).
4
http://www.tawhed.ws/FAQ/display_question?qid=8223 (Arabic).
3
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Islamic State’s policy of slaughter and beheadings. In the framework of his speech, al-Maqdisi
explained that the massacres are alienating many Muslims from the idea of implementing
shari’a and the Caliphate, and are distorting the image of jihad and Islam. In order to change the
situation, al-Maqdisi claimed that the Islamic State must adopt the approach of teaching and
guidance rather than mass killing.5
In contrast, Sheikh Hussein bin Mahmud, a prominent writer on jihadist Web forums, published
an article in which he explained that there is a legitimate basis for beheading according to the
Quran and the Sunnah. In the framework of the article, bin Mahmud explained that one must
distinguish between the act of the beheading itself – for which he claimed there is consensus
among religious clerics – and the issue of moving the head from one place to another, an issue
that he claimed is up for debate. Overall, bin Mahmud presented beheadings as a positive tool
for promoting fear and terror among Jews, Christians, Alawites and Shi’ites, and provided
quotes from a variety of Islamic sources that support the legitimacy of beheading infidels in
Islam. After he hurled criticism at sheikhs who try to “soften” the Muslim youth and adjust their
thought process to that of the West, bin Mahmud declared that those who try to present Islam
as a religion of peace are the ones who are distorting its image since Islam is actually “a religion
of force, war, jihad, beheadings and bloodshed. Islam is not a religion of turning the other cheek
to the one who slapped you on the right cheek, but rather it is a religion that calls for breaking
both hands of the one who comes to humiliate Muslims”.6


Abu Mariya al-Qahtani, who is responsible for shari’a in the Al-Nusra Front, published a
message directed at the leader of Al-Qaeda, Ayman al-Zawahiri. Al-Qahtani explained that he
was sending a public message because he had previously sent several messages to al-Zawahiri
over the past two months that went unanswered, and he did not know if the messengers had
failed to deliver the messages or if al-Zawahiri himself was prevented from answering. He
explained that these messages had included a request from al-Qahtani to al-Zawahiri, asking
him to condemn the Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi’s declaration of the Caliphate and to publicly side
with the Al-Nusra Front.7

5

http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
7
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
6
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Sheikh Abdallah Bin Abdel Rahman Shanqiti, a prominent religious adjudicator, published a
statement on the Minbar al-Tawhid wal-Jihad jihadist Web portal titled, “The Caliphate is not
the Disagreement”. Al-Shanqiti sharply criticized the Islamic State and accused it of creating a
rift among Muslims and of killing Muslims for no reason.
Al-Shanqiti addressed the leaders of the Islamic State and claimed that instead of uniting the
mujahideen under their flag, they only separated them at every opportunity and in every place:
in Syria, the Arabian Peninsula and the Maghreb. This is not the way to lead an Islamic
revolution – this is the way of people who want to achieve power at any cost and through any
means, and it is not the way to establish an Islamic state and to unite the Nation. The Islamic
State could have united the ranks of the mujahideen but it made a bitter mistake and chose the
obstinate path. Now the time has come to resolve the problem and atone. The Islamic State’s
successes do not conceal its radical way.
Al-Shanqiti further claimed that members of the Islamic State have forgotten the religion and
the principles of the faith, and that they praise their concept of “state” above everything else.
They attack anyone who does not identify with the Islamic State regardless of their intentions,
which may be pure.
The true Islamic State to strive for is one that operates according to the principle of jihad and in
consultation with religious clerics; a state that serves as a means for unification and not a
reason for separation; a state that operates according to shari’a led by Islamic scholars and not
by fools; a state that points its weapons at infidels and opens its heart to Muslims – even those
who have deviated from the path; a state designated for all Muslims and not for a handful of
ruthless rulers; a state that acts justly and does not spill the blood of Muslims.8



Dr. Iyad Qanibi, a prominent sheikh and religious adjudicator in the world of jihad, published an
announcement titled, “Islam’s renouncing of the crimes taking place in the Syrian arena”, in
which he explained that the crimes being committed by the Islamic State in Syria, including
mass and indiscriminate murder, do not represent true Islam and are inconsistent with shari’a.

8

http://www.tawhed.ws/r?i=16081402; http://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
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Qanibi added that the Islamic State hastily declares other groups to be infidels and even kills
Muslims solely for belonging to these and other groups - acts that are incompatible with Islam.9


Sheikh Mohammed Bin Saleh al-Mohajer, a religious cleric and prominent writer on the Minbar
Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal, published an article regarding the Islamic State’s declaration
of the establishment of the Caliphate. In the article, al-Mohajer listed many reasons and
examples that prove the declaration of the establishment of the Caliphate is prohibited by the
religion and is not reasonable in light of the current situation.10



Sheikh Mohammed Bin Saleh al-Mohajer, a religious cleric and prominent writer on the Minbar
Al-Tawheed Wal-Jihad Web portal, published a letter in which he stated, at length, his opinion
regarding the declaration of the Islamic Caliphate by Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. According to him,
the declaration itself was problematic and did more harm than good since it sowed confusion,
disagreement and a schism among the various jihad factions. Al-Mohajer emphasized that an
examination of Muslim law showed that the declaration was not legal for several reasons,
including the lack of a broad consensus among members of the Muslim Nation and the
Caliphate’s inability to provide protection to Muslims outside of Iraq and Syria. According to
him, the same rule applies to other jihadist organizations, such as the Taliban in Afghanistan,
the Taliban in Pakistan, Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen in Somalia, Ansar al-Sharia in Yemen, Ansar alDin in Mali, and others. All of them controlled large areas but “none of them are entitled to
declare a caliphate without consulting with other Muslims […]”.11



Sheikh Abu Mohammed al-Maqdisi, a senior member of the Salafi-jihadist movement in Jordan,
published a letter addressed to the mujahideen in the Syrian arena. Al-Maqdisi began by
clarifying that his letter was addressed to every fighter in Syria, regardless of which organization
he is affiliated with, out of a desire to protect all of the mujahideen and to defend Islam and
jihad. Al-Maqdisi explained that Muslim blood is holy and Muslims should not be harmed even if
radical elements are trying to make fighters in Syria think otherwise. Al-Maqdisi then harshly
criticized the Islamic State directly: he emphasized that it is forbidden for Muslims who
emigrated to Syria to allow themselves to be dragged into a war between Muslims and to be

9

http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
11
http://www.tawhed.ws/r?i=29081402 (Arabic).
10
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used as a pawn by the organization that calls itself “the Caliphate State” (the Islamic State),
which is constantly trying to fan the flames and cause Muslims to fight against one another
without any justification.12


Sheikh Abu Basir al-Tartusi, a prominent Salafi-jihadist cleric, published his opinion regarding alMaqdisi’s letter. First, he praised al-Maqdisi’s critique that one must avoid a radical approach
to, and treatment of, mujahideen from various jihadist groups and that they must be protected.
Nevertheless, al-Tartusi also saw fit to criticize some of al-Maqdisi’s statements. According to alTartusi, it would have been more appropriate for al-Maqdisi to take a more humble approach
and avoid self-praise in stating that the mujahideen were taught from his books and that he
shouldered most of the burden of teaching the mujahideen. According to al-Tartusi, there are
other books and philosophers, both new and old, which are used to educate the mujahideen. In
addition, he claimed that al-Maqdisi was wrong when he preached which mujahideen group
should be supported and which should be avoided. According to him, everyone is made from
the same mold and everyone is fighting against a common enemy, namely the Alawite regime in
Syria.13
Al-Tartusi’s letter received a response from al-Maqdisi, who stated that the former had unjustly
criticized his writing style. Al-Maqdisi explained that he did not reject the writings by previous
Salafist philosophers, such as Sheikh Ibn Taymiyyah, but rather he meant that his own writings
played an important role in the education of the Salafist stream of thought in his time. AlMaqdisi also rejected the accusation that he tends to favor a certain faction of jihad. According
to him, he does not favor any jihadist faction in Syria but rather he tends to praise and help the
factions that follow the correct form of Islam and reject radicalization, such as Ansar al-Din,
Jaysh al-Muhajirin and Al-Ansar, the Al-Nusra Front and Al-Ahrar. Finally, al-Maqdisi advised alTartusi to closely examine his writings and speeches in order to see that he speaks the truth. 14



The Almaqreze Center for Historical Studies in London published a joint announcement from Dr.
Tariq Abd al-Halim and Hani al-Sibai, in which they criticized the Islamic State, its leader and its
ideology. According to them, the IS is an organization that has deviated from Islam whose

12

http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://abubaseer.bizland.com (Arabic).
14
http://www.tawhed.ws/r?i=29081401 (Arabic).
13
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actions are reminiscent of the Kharijites, the first sect to split from Islam in the 7th century AD,
since its members are killing Muslims who do not agree with their worldview. They added that
the organization uses deviant methods and spreads lies in order to justify its actions, including
making up lies about the Almaqreze Center. Finally, they called on the Muslim Nation to beware
of the fraudulent and poisonous ideology of the Islamic State, and they called on its leaders to
repent.15


The Al-Ghouraba jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with the Islamic State, published a
document titled, “Why Does the Muslim Brotherhood Hate the (Islamic State) Caliphate and
Oppose it?” by Islam Omar. The document stated that the main reason why the Muslim
Brotherhood opposes the Islamic State is because it envies its accomplishments. Another reason
is that the Islamic State did not accept the authority of the Muslim Brotherhood and did not ask
for its permission to declare the caliphate. Another reason is more ideological: the Islamic State
believes in uniting Muslims from all around the world while the Muslim Brotherhood is
nationalistic.16

Oaths of Allegiance and Expressions of Support for the Islamic Caliphate


On August 25, 2014 the jihadist media institution of the Islamic State in Nineveh Province in Iraq
published an announcement and a series of photos documenting the oaths of allegiance taken
by members of Jamaat Ansar al-Islam to the Islamic State and its leader. The photos showed a
reception that was held for the militants, which included speeches and a communal prayer. The
end of the report included a table listing the names and positions of 50 Jamaat Ansar al-Islam
militants.17 Jamaat Ansar al-Islam also published an official announcement that it had joined the
Islamic State.18
Nevertheless, the Shura Council of Jamaat Ansar al-Islam posted harsh criticism on its Twitter
account against the Islamic State and accused it of forging the publications. The organization
denied having joined any other organization or relinquishing its independence, and claimed that

15

http://www.almaqreze.net/ar/news.php?readmore=2505 (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
17
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
18
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
16
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the publications regarding Jamaat Ansar al-Islam actually concerned a different group.19

The banner of the video in which members Jamaat Ansar al-Islam
seemingly swear allegiance to the Islamic State

General


The Al-Sahab jihadist media institution published a video in Urdu titled, “Travelling to the Day of
Judgement”.20

Strategy


Visitors to the Hanein jihadist Web forum held a discussion on the topic of air strikes against the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. One visitor suggested using empty vans as phantom targets to
draw fire away from the militants. Other suggestions included: keeping distance between
vehicles travelling in a convoy, keeping an eye on vehicles to make sure that they are not
implanted with tracking devices, and having spies in the countries that dispatch the drones in
order to warn of impending attacks.21

Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets


The Ba’s Institute for Military Production and Development, which was established by the AlNusra Front and is involved in the production and development of weapons for jihad fighters in
Syria, published a brochure about projectiles. The document, which included physical-

19

http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
21
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
20
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theoretical information about projectiles, was presented as the first part of a series of studies
regarding explosives that the Al-Nusra Front intended to publish for the mujahideen.22

A brochure on the topic of projectiles published by the Al-Nusra Front’s Ba’s Institute



A visitor to the Al-Jihad Al-Alami jihadist Web forum published in its military section a large
collection of guidebooks regarding the manufacturing and use of weapons, including
guidebooks on explosions by phone and on how to build bombs. Some of the guidebooks were
published in English.23

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr


Photos were posted on the Twitter account of the Africa Muslima (“Africa is Muslim”) jihadist
media institution of the martyr, Abu al-Mo'taz Akasha, Ibrahim Bin Sa'adeh, who was killed as
he fought in the ranks of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). The photos were
accompanied by the life story of Akasha, who was appointed company commander of his
battalion.24

22

https://ia902302.us.archive.org/8/items/Maqzofat_Baas/Maqzofat.pdf (Arabic).
http://shabakataljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
24
https://twitter.com/AfricaMusIIma/status/500774858549383168/photo/1 (Arabic).
23
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Abu Al-Mo'taz Akasha, Ibrahim Bin Sa'adeh



A prominent visitor to the Al-Minbar jihadist Web forum reported the death a militant from
Yemen, Abu Abdallah al-Awlaki. The announcement stated that al-Awlaki had moved to Syria
from Yemen in order to fight in the ranks of the Islamic State, and that he had even volunteered
to take part in the battle at Al-Tabqah Airport, during which he was killed.25

Abu Abdallah al-Awlaki

Magazines


The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 100 of the magazine, Al-Sumud, in Arabic
(100 pp.)26 and issue no. 66 of the magazine, Nawai Afghan Jihad, in Urdu, for August 2014.27

25

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
3.8.14. http://justpaste.it/gh3c (Arabic).
27
9.8.14. http://nawaiafghan.blogspot.com/2014/08/blog-post.html
26
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The banner pages of Al-Sumud and Nawai Afghan Jihad.



The jihadist media institution of AQAP, Al-Malahim, published a special issue dedicated to the
war in Gaza titled, “Palestine”, in English. The issue opened by stating that the mujahideen had
a responsibility to defend, fight and kill until Palestine is liberated. However, at the present time
it is not possible to join the mujahideen in Palestine due to interference from the United States
and Arab regimes that betray Palestine. Therefore, according to the writer, one should focus on
the fight against the United States and when the right opportunity arises, then Israel will be hit.
The issue also cited references to articles that were published in previous issues of the
magazine regarding Palestine. Most of the articles dealt with Arab regimes’ betrayal of the
Palestinian issue, the position of the US in support of Israel, the promise by Osama bin Laden to
focus efforts on liberating Palestine, and more. The issue also included several short guidebooks
that had been published in previous issues regarding the building of homemade bombs for
Muslims who want to carry out individual attacks against Israeli targets.
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The banner of the special issue

A timeline listing attacks that were carried out by global jihadists against Israeli and American targets



28

The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published issue no. 66 of In Fight magazine, in English.28

http://www.jhuf.net/showthread.php?21904-Islami-Emirate-Afghanistan-IN-FIGHT-66-(06-2014)
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The banner of In Fight magazine

Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan
At a time when Afghanistan was coping with many challenges, including the ongoing
presidential election process and preparations for the withdrawal of US forces, is seemed that the
Taliban was taking advantage of the instability to carry out many terrorist attacks and disruptions.
On August 19, 2014 approximately 700 Taliban fighters attacked Afghan security forces in
Logar Province near the capital, Kabul, in an attempt to disrupt Afghanistan’s efforts to maintain
independence and security.29 On August 30, 2014 Taliban suicide terrorists attacked an Afghan
Intelligence Agency office in Jalalabad in eastern Afghanistan. Six people were killed in the attack as
well as seven Taliban fighters.30
In Pakistan, a large wave of protests arose against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Large
demonstrations took place throughout the country calling for Sharif’s resignation for corruption and
forging the election results, according to the protesters. In one protest, which took place in
Islamabad, two protesters were killed and 450 were injured during clashes with security forces.31

29

http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/19/us-afghanistan-taliban-offensive-idUSKBN0GJ0SV20140819
(English).
30
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/08/30/us-afghanistan-attack-idUSKBN0GU03W20140830 (English).
31
http://ibnlive.in.com/news/2-killed-450-injured-in-police-crackdown-on-protesters-in-pakistan/49540756.html
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The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan


The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published a condemnation of the US government’s
announcement that it was increasing the amount of the cash prize for information regarding
members of the Emirate, including Siraj al-Din al-Haqqani, a senior commander in the Haqqani
network, which operates in collaboration Al-Qaeda and the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
According to the Emirate, this step was a sign of weakness and helplessness on the part of the
United States to defeat the Emirate.32

The Arabian Peninsula
Yemen was in a deep crisis amid increasing fear that the central government would collapse.
Clashes between the Yemeni army and AQAP militants continued during the second half of August
2014, mainly in Hadhramaut Province. At the end of August 2014, for example, Yemeni army forces
managed to block an attack by AQAP militants at a military base in Al-Qattan in Hadhramaut
Province. Four soldiers and 13 terrorists were killed in the attack.33
The escalating security situation had a negative impact on the country’s economy in general
and a paralyzing effect on the economy in Hadhramaut Province in particular, where several banks
were closed due to fear of looting. The concern grew even stronger when several AQAP militants
broke into a branch of the International Bank of Yemen in the province and looted it. Yemeni banks
noted that this breach led them to transfer their foreign currency to the capital, Sana’a.
Nevertheless, there was also similar concern for banks in Sana’a in light of the blockade that was
imposed on the city by the Houthis and their leaders’ demand to bring down the government if it
does not yield to their demands, such as the cancellation of a decision to raise gas prices.34
As a result of the increasing wave of terror in Yemen, Sheikh Abdul Majeed al-Zindani, the
leader of the Scholars’ organization in Yemen, appealed to the Yemeni government to start a
dialogue with all of the armed groups in the country, especially Al-Qaeda, in order to settle the

32

http://shahamat-english.com/index.php/paighamoona/48332-reaction-of-the-islamic-emirate-regardingthe-announcement-of-prizes-by-america-on-some-mujahedeen (English).
33
http://goo.gl/5fo8fd (Arabic).
34
http://www.almashhad-alyemeni.com/news40429.html (Arabic).
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crisis. Al-Zindani emphasized that the Yemeni government must first be freed from foreign control
and hegemony as a necessary precondition to the start of negotiations.35

Ansar al-Sharia


Ansar al-Sharia, which is affiliated with AQAP, published a report detailing all of the operations
that the organization carried out against Yemeni security forces in Hadhramaut Province,
including the planting of roadside bombs, the assassination of senior security officers, and
more.36

A photo posted by the organization on its Twitter account. The caption reads: “Remnants of the Ansar alSharia attack on a security building in Hajr - Hadhramaut Province”.

Iraq
As the Islamic State gained strength in Iraq and carried out executions Syria, international
attention to the organization also increased. Declarations by the President of Iraq, Fuad Ma'sum,37
and the Iraqi Foreign Minister, Hoshyar Zebari,38 demonstrated that the Iraqi government has
accepted Iraq’s inability to cope with the threat posed by the Islamic State alone. And indeed,
various countries mobilized for the war effort: in addition the US air strikes,39 Russia sent combat

35

http://www.eremnews.com/?id=56577
http://justpaste.it/ghgj (Arabic).
37
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/middleeast/2014/08/140827_iraq_massoum_interview_bbc.shtml (Arabic).
38
http://onaeg.com/?p=1867740 (Arabic).
39
http://www.vetogate.com/1197099 (Arabic).
36
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helicopters to Iraq,40 the Czech Republic and Germany announced their intention to arm the Kurds in
Iraq,41 and even Iran announced that it would intervene militarily if Shi’ite holy sites in Iraq would be
in danger.42 The Islamic State influenced Iraq’s stability in the economic sphere as well, especially in
terms of oil. In addition to reports that IS militants were burning oil wells in areas from which they
were forced to retreat,43 the Iraqi Ministry of Oil announced a loss of between 300,000-400,000
barrels of oil per day since the IS seized control of the oil fields in Nineveh and Salah-al-Din
Provinces.44
Despite the strengthening of the IS, the month of August saw one particular success against
the organization: the lifting of the siege that was imposed on the town of Amirli in northern Iraq. In
a joint operation by Iraqi security forces and Shi’ite volunteers, they lifted the 6-week siege on the
city,45 a success that may serve as a glimmer of hope for other persecuted minorities in Iraq.

Areas under IS influence and control (source: Business Insider)46

40

http://www.eremnews.com/?id=59452
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/multimedia/2014/08/140828_iraq_czech_ammuniation.shtml
(Arabic);
http://www.albawabhnews.com/764036
42
http://www.eremnews.com/?id=58563
43
http://arabic.rt.com/news/756336-%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%B9%D8%B4-%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%A3%D8%B2%D9%85%D8%A9-%D8%A5%D8%B1%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%A1%D8%AF%D8%AE%D9%84-%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA/
44
http://www.bbc.co.uk/arabic/multimedia/2014/08/140829_iraq_oil_exports.shtml (Arabic).
45
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/08/31/iraq-military-us-airstrikes-amirli/14897741/
46
http://www.businessinsider.com/map-of-islamic-state-in-iraq-and-syria-2014-8
41
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The Islamic State


The Al-Furqan jihadist media institution published a video in English titled, “A Message to the
United States”, which was designed as a warning to the US government to avoid any
intervention or action in Iraq. The video was in response to President Obama’s announcement
of America’s intention to take action against the organization.
The video documented the execution of American journalist, James Foley, who appeared
dressed in orange clothing, by an unidentified member of the IS dressed in black and holding a
knife. In recent years, Foley had covered the civil war in Syria for the newspaper, Global Post,
until he was kidnapped in November 2012 by members of the organization.
Before he was executed, Foley read a statement in which he told the American government: “I
call on my friends, family and loved ones to rise up against my real killers, the U.S. government
[…] My message to my beloved parents: save me some dignity and don’t accept any meagre
compensation for my death from the same people who effectively hit the last nail in my coffin
with their recent aerial campaign in Iraq.” Finally, the IS captor appealed to the United States
and to President Obama, and emphasized that “any aggression towards the Islamic State is an
aggression towards Muslims... You are no longer fighting an insurgency. We are an Islamic army,
and a state […] Any attempt by you, Obama, to deny the Muslims their rights of living in safety
under the Islamic caliphate will result in the bloodshed of your people”. After the execution of
the journalist, the end of the video cut to the image of another American journalist, Steven
Sotloff, kneeling next to an IS militant with a message to the United States that a similar fate
awaits Sotloff if the United States acts in Iraq.47

Clips from the video showing journalists James Foley (left) and Steven Sotloff (right)

47

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
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As a result of the video, a prominent visitor to the Al-Minbar jihadist Web forum published
another threatening message to the United States: “This is the second message to the United
States of America: Stop your air strikes or will kill the rest of your prisoners”. Another visitor
asked how many soldiers the Islamic State had managed to capture so far and several
prominent visitors replied that the number was 18 or 19.48



The Dabiq jihadist media institution, an unofficial media institution that helps the Islamic State
with PR, published a PR video in which it threatened UA President Obama that the White House
in Washington is considered a legitimate target for a terrorist attack by the organization.49

A clip from the video in which the flag of the Islamic Caliphate waves above the White House



An announcement was published on several jihadist Web forums regarding the launch of an
umbrella organization called “The Media Front for Assistance to the Islamic State”, aimed at
assisting the Islamic State in its PR efforts, composed of the following jihadist media institutions
and jihadist media groups: Al-Battar, Al-Ghuraba, Markaz al-Aysha, Rabitat al-Ansar, Al-Wafa,
Al-Minhaj, Ghurfat Minbar al-Ansar, Dabiq, Al-Wagha Media, Fadaih al-Ulmaniyya, Shabakat alRaqqa al-Islamiyya and Al-Ribat.50

48

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
https://twitter.com/Dabeq_Media
50
https://twitter.com/aaljabha
49
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The banners launched in honor of the establishment of the umbrella organization,
The Media Front for Assistance to the Islamic State

The Islamic State - Nineveh Province


During the second half of August 2014, the Islamic State in Nineveh Province published the
following:
o An announcement regarding the organization’s objection to US and Kurdish attacks. In
the framework of the announcement, the organization warned the US not to repeat the
act of foolishness that caused it to become mired in Iraq, caused injury and death to tens
of thousands of soldiers, and led to an economic crisis. In addition, the organization
denied reports that its forces had retreated from several areas in Iraq and it claimed
responsibility for several attacks against the Kurds, including: a siege against Peshmerga
forces in Makhmour; the downing of a helicopter that was carrying an Iraqi member of
Parliament, Vian Dakhil, in Sinjar; an attack by two suicide terrorists using a car bomb in
Mosul; and more.51
o A video titled, “A Blood Message to the Leaders of the American-Kurdish Alliance”. The
video documented the beheading of 15 Kurdish Peshmerga fighters as part of its
psychological warfare against the United States and its Kurdish allies. Before they were
killed, the Kurdish fighters called for an end to the collaboration between the US and the
Kurds in attacking the IS. The second part of the video (which included a translation into
Kurdish) documented the execution of a member of the Peshmerga forces and sent a
threatening message to the President of the United States, Barack Obama, and the

51

http://www.hanein.info/vb; http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (both in Arabic).
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President of Iraqi Kurdistan, Masoud Barzani, that the remaining captives would meet
the same fate if the attacks are not stopped.52

The video banner

o A video documenting the conversion to Islam of anywhere from dozens to hundreds of
Yazidis in northern Iraq. After an introduction in which the Yazidis were described as
infidels working for the devil, the video showed an interview with one of the
commanders of the operation in Sinjar, one of the main Yazidi areas that was occupied
by the Islamic State. In the framework of the interview, the commander (who was not
identified by name) claimed that the IS was fighting against the Yazidis only because the
latter refused to convert to Islam, and he added that the IS was still calling on Christian
Yazidis in the mountain area to descend and convert to Islam. The video then presented
the conversion process underwent by several dozen Yazidis in Sinjar as well as interviews
with several fresh converts in which they praised Islam.53

52
53

http://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
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From left to right: the banner of the video, members of the Islamic State
embracing Yazidis who agreed to convert to Islam

o Visitors to the Hanein jihadist Web forum uploaded a sequence of complaints regarding
the Islamic State’s actions in Mosul. Among the complaints that were posted: the free
use of gas and electricity by members of the organization at a time when the rest of the
residents were suffering from a shortage, a crackdown against women who were not
strict about wearing a veil, and the poor management of hospitals and other services in
the city. Some of the visitors agreed with the claims while others maintained that some
topics should not be discussed during wartime.54


A prominent visitor to the Al-Minbar Al-Alami Al-Jihad jihadist Web forum published a report
according to which an American plane had been shot down in Mosul and the plane’s crew
captured by members of the Islamic State.55 The administrator of the forum’s reports
department also reported this claim.56

The Islamic State – Baghdad


The Islamic State in Baghdad published an announcement regarding a suicide attack that was
carried out using a car bomb. The announcement stated that on August 8, 2014, Abu-Mosab alShami, an IS militant, had detonated a car that was carrying 400 kilograms of explosives at a
large gathering of infidels and enemies of the IS. It also stated that the attack was carried out
following an intensive intelligence effort on the part of IS militants in Baghdad.57

The Islamic State – Kirkuk Province
54

http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
56
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
57
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
55
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The Islamic State in Kirkuk Province published an announcement in which it claimed
responsibility for an attack that it carried out in Erbil, a city in Iraq and the capital of the
autonomous region of Kurdistan. The announcement stated that, in response to aggression by
the Americans who are collaborating with the Kurds, three IS militants had carried out an attack
against the Peshmerga by detonating three car bombs, killing and injuring over 200 people.
Meanwhile, another IS militant detonated a car bomb at a security checkpoint in Kirkuk
Province.58

The Islamic State - Salah A-Din Province


The Islamic State in Salah A-Din Province published an announcement regarding the suicide
attack that its members carried out at the US base, Camp Speicher, on August 30, 2014. The
announcement stated that two IS militants, Abu Abdallah al-Uzbiki and Khoutab A-Roosi, had
detonated a car bomb at the northern entrance to the base, which is in Salah A-Din Province,
near the city of Tikrit.59

The Islamic State – Al-Furat Province


The Islamic State announced the establishment of Al-Furat Province, a new province composed
of both Syrian and Iraqi territory, thereby uniting the Iraqi city of Al-Qaim and the Syrian city of
Al-Bukamal in once province, as a further step in the organization’s announced breakdown of
the Sykes-Picot borders.60

The Islamic State – Al-Janub Province


The Islamic State in Al-Janub Province published a video documenting the liberation of the
Karghul region in Al-Yussufiyya from Iraqi army forces.61

58

http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
http://alplatformmedia.com/vb (Arabic).
60
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic); http://www.hespress.com/international/239528.html
61
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
59
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The Islamic State – Al-Anbar Province


The Islamic State in Al-Anbar Province published a report in which it described terrorist attacks
that were carried out by members of the organization in the province, including a series of
photos.62

Jaysh al-Mujahideen


During the second half of August 2014, Jaysh al-Mujahideen, a Salafi-jihadist organization
operating in Iraq, published the following:
o An announcement in which it accused the IS of attacking its fighters and giving them
three choices: pledge allegiance to the Islamic State, surrender your weapons, or fight.
In addition, the announcement referred to the arrival of IS forces in Al-Karma, which is in
central Iraq, an area that Jaysh al-Mujahideen had already liberated from the Iraqi army.
It accused the IS of carrying out kidnappings, attacks and the destruction of houses
belonging to Jaysh al-Mujahideen members. The announcement ended with a warning
that these actions by the IS and its supporters would eventually lead to a disaster for
Sunnis in Iraq and would provide the US and Iran with an excuse to attack them.63 Later
postings on the Hanein jihadist Web forum indicated that the IS had freed some of the
Jaysh al-Mujahideen militants that it had captured.64
o A video titled, “The Rendition of Bullets 1”, which documented an attack on Iraqi army
bases in Mashhaniya, near the city of Fallujah. The video showed the course of the
attack, which included mortar fire and gunfire, and resulted in the IS taking control of
buildings, destroying vehicles and taking plunder. The end of the video showed the
photos of the IS militants who were killed in the operation.65

62

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
64
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
65
http://al3aren.com/vb (Arabic).
63
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General


Visitors to the Hanein jihadist Web forum held a discussion regarding the treatment of Sufis in
Baghdad. One visitor accused the Sufis of remaining silent over the injustices carried out by the
former Prime Minister of Iraq, Nouri al-Maliki, against the Sunnis for eight years, but of rushing
to condemn the Islamic State when its members blew up tombs of saints that were used for
worship. The rest of the visitors expressed hope that God would disgrace the Sufis if they did
not turn back from their evil path.66

Al-Sham [The Levant]
The execution of journalist, James Foley, led to a change in American government policy towards
the Islamic State in Syria but the attacks against the organization remained isolated.67 However,
even if the attacks were increased many analysts doubted that US air strikes would manage to
defeat or even neutralize the organization. Analysts attributed this to, among other things, the
absence of state institutions in Syria that could restore order in the area and to the fact that attacks
would only weaken the organization militarily without weakening the attractiveness of the ideology
that it offers to radical Muslims around the world. 68
Therefore, the Islamic State continued to recruit Muslims from all around the world to its ranks
in Syria. The White House reported about an American suspected of belonging to the Islamic State
who was killed in Syria69 at the same time that Turkey reported the arrest of five foreign fighters
who had tried to cross the border into Syria in order to join the organization.70
Meanwhile, the humanitarian crisis in Syria continued. The Syrian regime continued to attack
various targets throughout the country (including urban areas) using air strikes, explosive barrels
and artillery shelling.71 According to a UN report, the number of Syrian refugees in neighboring

66

http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.netnebraska.org/node/933862
68
http://6abc.com/news/why-us-air-strikes-in-syria-would-damage-but-not-destroy-isis/286594/
69
http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/isis-terror/american-douglas-mcauthur-mccain-dies-fighting-isissyria-n189081
70
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=19914
71
http://www.assabeel.net/syr/item/60803-%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A67
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countries has crossed the 3 million mark. The addition of 6.5 million displaced persons within Syria
led to the conclusion that almost half of Syria’s residents today have been forced to abandon their
homes and flee for their lives.72

Syria
The Al-Nusra Front in Syria


During the second half of August 2014, the jihadist media institution of the Al-Nusra Front in
Syria, Al-Manarah Al-Bayda, published the following:
o A video documenting the organization’s seizure of Al-Rahjan, a village in eastern Hama
Province. The video presented the village as having not only strategic importance – in
light of its proximity to a road used to transfer supplies to Syrian military forces in
Aleppo – but also symbolic importance as the birthplace of the Syrian Defense Minister,
Fahd Jassem al-Freij. The video included the suicide terrorist’s last will and testament
prior to carrying out the attack and documented the training and preparations for the
operation, including a photo of the attack itself, which was carried by militants using APC
explosives and gunfire against army and Shabiha forces.73

Abu Bakr al-Kuwayti, the suicide terrorist who took part in the siege of Al-Rahjan

%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B5%D9%84-%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%84
72
http://onaeg.com/?p=1874924
73
http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
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o An announcement regarding the 45 members of the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force (UNDOF), who were captured by the organization at the end of August.
The announcement explained that the kidnapping was carried out in revenge for the
UN’s disregard of the atrocities carried out by Bashar al-Assad against the Syrian people,
and in protest against the inclusion of the Al-Nusra Front on the UN’s list of terrorist
organizations.74

UNDOF forces held captive by the Al-Nusra Front



The Twitter account of the Al-Nusra Front in Al-Janub region, which includes Dara’a, Quneitra
and western Ghouta, published photos documenting the emir of the Al-Nusra Front taking part
in freeing the Al-Quneitra border crossing between Syria and Israel.75

The photo that was published on the Twitter account of the emir of the Al-Nusra Front, claiming to have
taking part in the freeing of the Quneitra border crossing

74
75

http://www.hanein.info/vb (Arabic).
https://twitter.com/JnDar3a_2/status/504977291613839360
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During the second half of August 2014, the jihadist news agency, Hemm, which tracks
developments in Syria in general, and members of the Al-Nusra Front in particular, published
the following:
o A video (no. 92) documenting a tour of the Islamic medical complex in Taftanaz, in the
Idlib countryside.76
o A video (no. 93) documenting dawah activities for the Al-Nusra Front in Darkush, which
is in the suburbs of Idlib.77
o A video (no. 94) documenting a tour by an Al-Nusra Front welfare mission in Dwairke
and Majdal Kikh, in the rural areas of Latakia.78

The Islamic State – Operations in Syria


Respected members of the Al-Shu'aytat tribe from the villages of Abu Hamam and Al-Kashkiyya
published a recorded statement in which they renounced members of the tribe who “fought
against the religion of God and betrayed the soldiers of the Islamic State”. In the framework of
the announcement, the tribal elders declared that they believed in the justice of the Islamic
State’s cause and in the application of shari’a around the world.79 The statement appeared
against the backdrop of estimates by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights (SOHR) according
to which members of the IS had killed over 700 members of the Al-Shu'aytat tribe after they
rebelled and opposed the IS.80

Respected members of the Al-Shu'aytat tribe making a statement of condemnation against the tribal
members who rebelled against the Islamic State
76

https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency/status/500784675854766080
https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency/status/502416072969314304
78
https://twitter.com/Hemm_Agency/status/50473651366686310
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The Islamic State – Al-Raqqa Province


During the second half of August 2014, the media branch of the Islamic State in Al-Raqqa
Province published the following:
o A filmed report documenting the organization’s takeover of the Al-Tabqa Military
Airport. Among other things, the photos showed a speech that was made before the
operation in to galvanize the militants, surveillance of the target, tank fire and mortar
bomb launchings before they entered the airport, and the execution of officers and
soldiers as well as photos of their bodies. In addition, the report showed the large
amount of equipment and weapons that were plundered by the IS, including aircraft,
rockets, machine guns and ammunition.81

Islamic State militants executing officers and soldiers at the Al-Tabqa Military Airport

o A video from the Divison 17 military base that was taken over by the IS in August. The
video showed members of the organization blessing the successful takeover while
destroying photos of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. The video also showed buildings,
vehicles, weapons and ammunition seized by the organization.82


Members of the Islamic State posted photos on social media of naked Syrian soldiers who were
captured by the IS at the Al-Tabqa Military Airport in Al-Raqqa Province.83
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Photos of the bounty seized by Islamic State militants

The Islamic State – Al-Kahyr Province


During the second half of August 2014, the media branch of the Islamic State in Al-Kahyr
Province (the name given to Deir el-Zour Province by members of the organization) published
the following:
o A video documenting the IS takeover of several towns in the province, including AlMayadin and Shuhayl. The video showed weapons and oil fields that were seized by the
organization, as well as short interviews with several residents who expressed their
satisfaction with the Islamic State’s takeover of the area.84
o A video documenting the execution of collaborators with the Syrian regime. 85

The video banner

o A series of photos from dawah camps in the province.86
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A camp established by the IS in the province to promote its ideology among children

The Islamic State – Aleppo


During the second half of August 2014, the Islamic State in Aleppo published the following:
o Documentation of the destruction of tombs of the saints in Abu Kalkal, which is close to
the city of Manbij.87
o Documentation of a campaign to clean the streets of Manbij by members of the
organization serving in the General Services Department in the city.88

Street cleaning activities in Aleppo by members of the Islamic State

86

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
88
http://alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).
87

In t ern a tion al In sti tu t e f or Cou n t e r T err ori s m (I C T)
Ad d i tion al re s ou r c es ar e a va il ab l e o n th e I C T W eb si te : w w w. ic t.o rg .il

35



A prominent visitor to the Al-Minbar Al-Alami Al-Jihad Web portal published a report according
to which Abu Mousa, the Islamic State’s PR representative who appeared in a video
documentary about the caliphate, was killed during the battle at the Al-Tabqa Airport.89
The next day, the same visitor published a report according to which another PR representative,
Abu Abdallah al-Ansari, was killed in the same battle.90



A prominent visitor to the Al-Minbar Al-Alami Al-Jihad Web portal published a report according
to which Muhammad al-Ansari, an Al-Nusra Front militant, had decided to leave the
organization and repent, and had even revealed details designed to embarrass the Al-Nusra
Front and to present it in a negative light before the Islamic State.91



The Al-Nusra Front published an announcement directed at Muslims in Lebanon. The
announcement stated that the time had come for the Lebanese people to realize that
Hezbollah, Iran’s emissary, is manipulating them and causing them to fight against their
brothers. The Al-Nusra Front operates for the Lebanese people in order to free Lebanese
prisoners from jail, among other reasons. The Al-Nusra Front directly addressed Hezbollah and
claimed that it was lying and presenting its crushing losses as victories, but that the day would
soon come when the truth will be revealed.92



The Al-Nusra Front published an announcement regarding the captivity of 45 United Nations
Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) soldiers. The announcement stated that, during the
fighting that has taken place over the last three years, the UN has completely ignored Assad’s
crimes and has taken steps against the mujahideen that have only served to strengthen Assad.
Recently, the UN even took steps against the Al-Nusra Front that were intended to eradicate
jihad in Syria. In response, Al-Nusra Front militants kidnapped 45 soldiers from UNDOF, which
had soldiers stationed on the border since 1974 to protect Israel. The announcement stated
that the captives were being held in a secure location and were receiving all of the food and
care that they needed.93
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UNDOF soldiers

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip
After 50 days of fighting, Operation ‘Protective Edge’ in the Gaza Strip came to an end. The
Palestinians reported over 2,200 deaths as well as significant damage to the Hamas infrastructure,
but Hamas leaders were making great efforts to present the result as a victory for Hamas over
Israel.
Not many incidents were reported in the Sinai Peninsula. Nevertheless, it seemed that Ansar
Bayt al-Maqdis, a prominent jihadist organization in Sinai, continued to operate in the field and
even drew inspiration from the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria: On August 20, 2014 the bodies of four
beheaded men were found. The following week, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis published a video in which it
claimed responsibility for the murders and claimed that the four men had collaborated with Israel.
The four men were kidnapped in the area of Sheikh Zuweid and the manner in which they were
killed was reminiscent of the videos recently published by the Islamic State.94

Operation ‘Protective Edge’ in the jihadist discourse


The Al-Sahab jihadist media institution published a message of support for the residents of Gaza
from Sheikh Abu Dujana al-Basha, a senior member of Al-Qaeda. In the beginning of the
message, al-Basha expressed solidarity with the suffering of residents of the Gaza Strip and
emphasized that the only way to deal with the Jews is through jihad. In addition, he noted that
the mujahideen in various arenas of jihad have not forgotten the Palestinians and their hearts
are with them. According to him, the war against the United States and its Crusader allies, as
well as the regimes that support them, are at the top of the battle priority list. In the battle in
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which the mujahideen are helping the Palestinians, “the United States is the greatest supporter
of the Zionist crimes against our people in Palestine. This is as clear as the sun and needs no
proof”. He added that Arab regimes, such as al-Sisi in Egypt and al-Saud in Saudi Arabia, are
infidel regimes that support the Jews both openly and covertly, slaughter their own people and
take part in crimes in Palestine. In light of this, he emphasized the individual obligation of every
Muslim to help the Palestinians in Gaza and persecuted Muslims in other Islamic countries by
striking Jewish and American targets everywhere, and by waging jihad against Muslim regimes
that supported and continue to support the Zionist aggression against Gaza. Only with their
demise will it be possible to do away with the guardian of Israel’s borders, and only with the
weakening of the United States will it be possible to help the Palestinian cause. Al-Basha then
called on Muslim religious clerics to fulfil their obligation and preach for jihad and for
mujahideen in and around Jerusalem to help the residents of Gaza in any way possible. Finally,
he again expressed support for the people of Gaza.95


The Army of the Nation in Jerusalem claimed responsibility for several 107 rocket launchings
into southern Israeli towns.96



The Al-Manhaj jihadist media institution, which is affiliated with the Islamic State, expressed its
condolences over the death martyrs from the Salafi jihadist movement in the Gaza Strip during
Operation ‘Protective Edge’.97

The banner produced by the Al-Manhaj jihadist media institution in memory of Salafi jihadists in Gaza



Visitors to the Hanein jihadist Web forum started a discussion regarding the Islamic State’s
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position vis-à-vis the Palestinian Hamas organization, and vice versa. One visitor noted that,
despite the fact that members of Hamas had complained about the IS, the latter had never
done the same. Other visitors maintained that the official Hamas leadership had never made
statements against the Islamic State and that it must be given uncompromising support in light
of its struggle against the Zionist enemy.98

Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis


During the second half of August 2014, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis, which operates in the Sinai
Peninsula, published the following:
o A propaganda video against soldiers serving in the Egyptian army. The first part of the
video showed various clips documenting abuse and violence by army forces against
Egyptian civilians in general and women in particular. The second part of the video
included a threatening message to soldiers, which was taken from a speech by Ibrahim
bin Sulayman al-Rubaysh, a philosopher belonging to Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP). The third and final part of the video documented the execution of soldiers and
operations against army forces carried out by members of Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis.99

The execution of four young men who Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis claimed served in the Egyptian army

o A video titled, “They are the enemy, so beware of them”, which documented the
execution and beheading of four men accused of spying for Israel. Most of the video
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showed a filmed interrogation of the four men who admitted that they had given the
Israeli Mossad the telephone numbers of Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis militants and helped
Israel to kill them using drones.100

The execution of four residents of the Sinai Peninsula who were accused of
spying against Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis

The Mujahideen Shura Council in the Environs of Jerusalem


The jihadist media institution known as the Ibn Taymiyyah Media Center, which is affiliated with
the Mujahideen Shura Council in the Environs of Jerusalem, published an announcement
regarding the death of Muhammad Mahmud Rashwan "Abu Suhayb", a member of the
organization who was killed in an Israeli bombing in Gaza. In the framework of the
announcement, the organization praised Abu Suhayb, who stood “in the battlefront against the
Jews”, strived to die a martyr’s death all his life and had even been wounded in a previous
bombing in 2012.101



An announcement (no. 48) condemning the decision made by the US State Department on
August 19, 2014 to include the organization on its list of terrorist organizations. According to the
organization, the decision represents a sustained aggressive policy against Muslims and Islam. In
addition, the organization claimed that this step also indicated the alliance between the United
States and the Jewish State. The organization emphasized that in order to destroy the Jewish
State, it must first cut off the head of the snake by sanctifying war against the United States.
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Finally, the organization emphasized that the decision was worthless and that jihad activities
would continue with even greater vigor.102

Other jihadist organizations


The jihadist organization, “Supporters of the Islamic State in Jerusalem”, published an
announcement regarding the death of one of its members. The announcement stated that
Mohammed Nayef al-Qarinawi, Abu al-Bura al-Ghazi, an engineer who represented the
organization in the Islamic Caliphate, had been killed and that the organization was now
working to send a new representative to replace him. It explained that now there was no one
(other than Palestine) to represent the organization, “Supporters of the Islamic State in
Jerusalem”.103

The Maghreb [North Africa]
In Tripoli, the capital of Libya, the influence of the Islamist coalition of militias, Fajr
Libya (“Libya Dawn”), continued to grow as it seized control of some parts of the city after a fiveweek battle with armed militias from rival tribes. In addition to spreading fear and destroying the
houses of families from the rival tribes,104 members of Fajr Libya managed to take control of Tripoli’s
airport105 as well as the US Embassy building, which had been cleared of employees on July 26.106
Meanwhile, members of Ansar al-Sharia in eastern Libya claimed to have downed a helicopter
belonging to General Khalifa Haftar’s forces in Al-Baida, while official parties claimed that the plane
had crashed due to technical failure.107
In light of the chaos in Libya, Algeria continued to devote efforts to combat terrorism.
According to one analyst, Algeria was the country responsible for the air strike against Islamic
militias in Tripoli at the end of August, and not Egypt or the United Arab Emirates as senior
102
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American officials had claimed.108 Meanwhile, on August 27, the Chief of Staff of the Algerian army,
Ahmed Gaïd Salah, met with the head of the United States Africa Command (AFRICOM), General
David Rodriguez, in order to discuss the security situation in the Sahel and military cooperation. 109 In
addition, Algeria reported the release of two Algerian diplomats who were kidnapped in Mali in
2012 and clarified that no ransom had been paid to the kidnapping organization, the Movement for
Oneness and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO).110 Tunisia and Morocco received assistance in August
against the threat of terrorism. At the end of August, the US government announced that it would
send a military aid package worth 60 million dollars to Tunisia in order to help the country fight
terrorism. Among other things, the money will be used to purchase equipment to detect explosives,
new ships and training.111 On August 27, 2014 the Moroccan Minister of Interior and his Spanish
counterpart held a meeting on the topic of counterterrorism and focused specifically on the
cooperation between the countries in order to combat recruitment to various terrorist
organizations.112 In addition to the meetings, Morocco also took steps to prevent potential threats,
including the deployment of anti-aircraft batteries in Casablanca – a step that was regarded by the
local media as a response to the fear of a terrorist takeover of civilian aircraft.113

Libya


The jihadist media institution of Ansar al-Sharia in Libya, Al-Raya, published a statement titled,
“A look at the battle taking place in Libya [through the lens of] shari’a: Legitimate jihad versus
political battle”.114
The statement was presented as a document aimed at clarifying fully the conflict in the country
and differentiating between secular battle and holy war. According to the document, the
conflict in Libya is divided into two types:
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A. A political conflict between various parties and groups fighting for power.
B. A religious conflict between secular and Islamist groups. Three groups are involved in
this conflict:
1. The mujahideen, who reject secularization and democracy, and call for the
implementation of shari’a, such as Ansar al-Sharia).
2. Parties that ascribe to Islam but are essentially fighting for power, such as the
Muslim Brotherhood and several leaders of the former Libyan Islamic Fighting
Group (LIFG).
3. Secular parties and some of their nationalist and liberal allies, which are
represented by the National Forces Alliance party and others.
According to the document, this is the essence of the conflict in Libya and it is a mistake to
accuse the mujahideen of trying to fight for power like the rest of the parties fighting in the
country. The document explained that “true mujahideen”, such as Ansar al-Sharia, distance
themselves from political conflict, express their opposition to democracy (which is disastrous for
Muslims), and agree solely to the imposition of Islamic shari’a.
According to the document, the conflict between the Muslims Brotherhood, the LIFG and their
allies, against the secular parties, began in 2012 with the start of the election campaign in the
country and the establishment of the General National Congress (Libya’s legislative authority in
the two years following the fall of Gaddafi). The document emphasized that Ansar al-Sharia
never fought for democracy, never took part in the National Congress and never considered it
to have legitimate sovereignty in the country. Ansar al-Sharia explained that it outright rejects
the concept of democracy, and compared a war for the sake of democracy to a war for the sake
of the tyrant (“taghut”).
The document included a call on warring factions in the framework of the Libya Dawn (“Fajr
Libya”) Operation to avoid confusion and present the fight as a battle for shari’a and not for the
preservation of a democratic regime. The document clarified that not every battle is considered
one for jihad and not everyone who is killed is considered a martyr (“shahid”) – only war for the
sake of Allah and death for the sake of Islam are considered jihad and “shahada”.
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In addition, the document warned about fighting between tribes or cities, such as the battles
between Zintan and Misrata, since such fighting is not permitted just as it is not permitted to
fight against Khalifa Haftar if the goal is to restore democracy.
A large part of the document contained a call on the leaders of Fajr Libya to cut ties with the
West if they are indeed interested in shari’a and oppose Western initiatives in Libya. The
document called on leaders of Fajr Libya to unite with the mujahideen in Benghazi and express
solidarity with their statements as they were expressed in the manifesto of the Shura Council of
Benghazi Revolutionaries.
Under the sub-heading, “The West and its Plans in Libya”, the author of the document claimed,
at length, that the West had created and developed internal conflicts in the Muslim world only
in order to offer democracy as a solution, and that it presented the mujahideen as terrorists
while presenting more moderate Islamic factions – like the Muslim Brotherhood – as partners of
the West.
The document ended with a section under the sub-heading, “The real battle – who is it against
and how it is waged?” In this part, the document explained that the fighters can be divided into
only two groups in terms of Islam: those who fight for the sake of Allah and those who fight for
the sake of the tyrant. The document emphasized that the real battle must be waged against
the Jews and Christians, but for now they must fight against their representatives and allies in
Islamic countries, including Haftar. The statement ended with a promise that victory is already
on the horizon and that Libya would only achieve peace and security once shari’a is imposed.

The banner of the document



The Shura Council of Benghazi Revolutionaries published an announcement regarding the
establishment of the Shura Council of Benghazi – an alternative party representing the interests
of Muslims and the mujahideen in the city. The organization renewed its call to all those
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interested in building Benghazi and guiding the city along the correct path to come and help the
organization, which will accept anyone with open arms. The announcement was published on
the Twitter account of the Ifrikya jihadist media institution, which reports news about jihad in
Africa.115


During the second half of August 2014, the Shura Council of Shabab al-Islam in Derna, which
operates in eastern Libya, published the following:
o An announcement titled, “What We Think about the Elections”, in which it criticized the
democratic system, and provided proof from Islamic law that the system opposes the
principles of Islam and is considered heresy.116
o A video documenting the execution of an Egyptian civilian who was accused of
premeditated murder. The execution, for which the family of the murder victim was
present, was carried out in a soccer field in Derna and was preceded by the sentence
being read aloud to the crowd.117

The execution of an Egyptian civilian by the Shura Council of Shabab al-Islam

Nigeria
Boko Haram
Boko Haram continued to credit itself with achievements in the framework of its expansion.
For example, Boko Haram militants managed to take control of the town of Buni in Yobe Province, in
northern Nigeria and to seize the Nigerian government building in the city.118 The organization’s
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sense of confidence was apparent in the announcement made by its leader, Abubakar Shekau, that
the town of Guza in Borno State, in northeast Nigeria, had been made part of the Islamic Caliphate.
It was not clear from the announcement whether he meant the Islamic Caliphate led by Abu Bakr alBaghdadi or an independent Islamic Caliphate in Nigeria. The announcement was made against the
backdrop of the organization’s successful conquests in recent months in areas of southern and
northern Borno State, and in the above-mentioned town of Buni in Yobe Province. In addition, the
announcement vowed that its members would never leave the region and would act to deepen its
hold on the area.119
Meanwhile, soldiers in the Chad army managed to free 85 Nigerian civilians who were
kidnapped by the organization in northeast Nigeria and transferred by boat to Chad.120

Somalia
The Somali arena was quieter than usual but Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, the prominent
jihadist organization in Somalia, made sure to maintain its presence and demonstrate its power.
On August 31, 2014 Al-Shabab militants detonated a car bomb and opened fire on the
Somali intelligence agency building in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia. At least 12 people were
killed in the attack. After the car bomb, the militants tried to enter the building but, according to the
spokesman for the Somali Ministry of Defense, they failed to achieve their goal – the release of their
fellow Al-Shabab members who were being held by the intelligence agency. Sheikh Abd El-Aziz AbuMusab confirmed that Al-Shabab was responsible for the attack and he claimed that the militants
had been trying to protect innocent Muslims who were being tortured by the infidels.121

The West


Sheikh Anjem Choudary, a radical Islamic preacher in England, continued to publish
controversial correspondence on his Twitter account. During the second half of August 2014,
Choudary focused on various topics (see examples below), including: the need to free Sheikh
Omar Bakri, his spiritual mentor, from prison in Lebanon; an examination of the legitimacy of
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the Islamic State according to the Quran and the Sunnah; the status of Christians and Jews
under the rule of the Islamic Caliphate; criticism of the British government for its actions against
Muslims in Muslim lands; the superiority of Islam over democracy; and more.122

Anjem Choudary’s Twitter posts
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ABOUT THE ICT
Founded in 1996, the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) is one of the leading
academic institutes for counter-terrorism in the world, facilitating international cooperation in the
global struggle against terrorism. ICT is an independent think tank providing expertise in terrorism,
counter-terrorism, homeland security, threat vulnerability and risk assessment, intelligence analysis
and national security and defense policy. ICT is a non-profit organization located at the
Interdisciplinary Center (IDC), Herzliya, Israel which relies exclusively on private donations and
revenue from events, projects and programs.

ABOUT THE JIHADI MONITORING GROUP
The Jihadi Websites Monitoring Group (JWMG) is a specialized research and analysis team at the
International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT). Composed of researchers fluent in Arabic, the
JWMG monitors websites that support and serve the Global Jihad organizations. The unique
characteristic of JWMG publications is the team's integration of diverse materials from a wide
variety of Arabic sources. JWMG connects each source to larger trends, providing a complete
understanding of events on both a local and a global scale.

Click here for a list of online JWMG publications
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