Bi-monthly Report

Summary of Information on Jihadist Web Sites
The Second Half of March 2013

Highlights
This report summarizes notable events discussed on jihadist Web forums during the second
half of March 2013. Following are the main points covered in the report:
x

The Pakistan-Taliban urges the Pakistani people to wage a violent revolution against the
oppressive Pakistani regime, like that in Syria or Libya.

x

On March 14, the Islamic State of Iraq perpetrates a massive terrorist attack against the
Iraqi Ministry of Justice to avenge WKHUHJLPH¶VRSSUHVVLRQRI6XQQLFLWL]HQV

x

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb calls on Muslims in North Africa, and especially in
Tunisia, to concentrate on jihad and the implementation of Islamic law in North Africa ±
and not elsewhere.

x

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb exhorts the French, especially the families of French
hostages, to pressure +ROODQGH¶V government to withdraw its army from northern Mali,
lest they all suffer the consequences.

x

A new Islamist-jihadist umbrella organization is established in Syria: Jaysh AlMujahideen wal-Ansar. The new group amalgamates local and foreign jihadists who had
been fighting under the command of &KHFKHQ$EXµ8PDUDO-Shishani.

x

A second issue appears of the jihadist periodical Al-Balagh.
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New Publications
Ideology
x

The jihadist propaganda organ Nukhbat Al-µ,ODP published a 63-page booklet by Abu alHasan al-:DLOL WLWOHG ³(WHUQDO /RYH´ A foreword to the booklet was written by Sheikh
Abu Yahya al-Libi, a former senior leader of Al-Qaeda who was killed in a US drone
strike in June 2012.1 The booklet is devoted to the love of God, and love among the
mujahideen.

x

The jihadist media institution Fursan Al-Balagh published an article by a woman whose
nom de plume is Umm Hussam WLWOHG ³%HWZHHQ 5DFKHO &RUULH DQG $QZDU DO-µAwlaki:
7KH 0F&DUWK\LVP RI 0XUGHU´.2 Rachel Corrie (1979-2003) was an American proPalestinian activist and member of the International Solidarity Movement (ISM), who
was accidentally killed by an Israel Defense Forces (IDF) tractor while trying to
SK\VLFDOO\ EORFN WKH ,')¶V GHPROLWLRQ RI KRPHV DQG WUHHV WKDW KDG VHUYHG WR FRQFHDO
terrorists along the Gaza Strip Border. Anwar al-µAwlaki (1971-2011), an Islamic scholar
and charismatic promoter of global jihad, was an American citizen of Yemeni extraction
who left the US to join Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). According to Umm
Hussam, the two were similar in their criticism of the arrogance and tyranny of the US
and Israel, which persecuted them both.

The late Anwar al-µ$ZODNL

x

The Salafi-jihadist portal Minbar Al-Tawhid wal--LKDG SXEOLVKHG ³7KH $PPDQ /HWWHU
&RUUHFWLQJ 0LVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV´ E\ 6KHLNK $EX 0XKDPPDG DO-Maqdisi, a prominent
Jordanian Salafi-jihadist. The letter, written from the Jordanian prison where al-Maqdisi
is being held, criticizes a program that is the brainchild of King Abdullah II of Jordan.
Introduced on November 9, 2004, WKH ³$PPDQ 0HVVDJH´ SUHDFKed tolerance and
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cohesion among Muslims everywhere. The Amman Message, backed by 200 Muslim legal
scholars from 50 countries, examined the issue of who is a Muslim, who can pronounce
takfir [determine that another Muslim is a heretic] and other issues of importance to the
Muslim Nation. QXRWLQJ IURP WKH 4XU¶DQ Al-Maqdisi criticized the program for
representing an attempt to create a ³counterfeit´ model of Islam, which does not hew to
the original, true Islam. The Amman Message was devised by Crusaders, Zionists and
Freemasons, he wrote.3 In a different RSLQLRQ SLHFH WLWOHG ³$ .LORJUDP RI *XDYDV´ DOMaqdisi urged Muslims not to remember and strive to liberate imprisoned mujahideen.4
x

The jihadist media institute Al-Masada published an article by Sheikh Wahid Abdallah
Abu al-Fada WLWOHG ³7RZDUG D .LQHWLF ,VODPLF &RQVFLRXVQHVV ,QWURGXFWLRQ´ 7KH article,
whose foreword was written by prominent contributor to jihadist Web forums Sheikh Abu
6D¶DGDO-µ$PLOL, addresses plans to implement Islamic law in Tunisia.5

x

The Ibn Taymiyya Media Center published a 59-SDJH ERRN WLWOHG ³-LKDG Significance
DQG&LUFXPVWDQFHV´E\6KHLNK$EXDO-Bara Ashraf Sabah, a prominent Palestinian Salafijihadist from the Gaza Strip. On October 13, 2012, Sabah was killed along with Hisham
6D¶LGDQL DND $EX :DOLd al-Maqdisi), a founder of the Mujahideen Shura Council in the
Environs of Jerusalem, in an Israeli drone strike.6

³-LKDG0HDQLQJDQG&LUFXPVWDQFHV´

x

In late March 2013, a position paper was posted on the jihadist Web forum Ansar AlMujahideen, which contained an acerbic criticism of the Saudi Arabian regime. The paper
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ZDV ZULWWHQ E\ $EG $OODK LEQ 0XKDPPHG ZKRP WKH IRUXP SUHVHQWHG DV ³D MLKDGLVW
ZULWHU DQG DQDO\VW´. Interestingly, Ibn Muhammed calls himself a strategist, and
frequently writes about strategy on Facebook and Twitter. Ibn Muhammed responded to
a recent fatwa issued by an acclaimed scholarly institution in Saudi Arabia, according to
which the jihad in Syria is a crime. According to Ibn Muhammed, this is but WKH³tip of
the iceberg´RQHRI many serious infractions by the Saudi secret service. However, Ibn
Muhammed asked to OHDYH D GLVFXVVLRQ RI 6DXGL $UDELD¶V ³JHQHUDO LQWHOOLJHQFH
SUHVLGHQF\´ WR RWKHU DQDO\VWV focus, preferring to focus on the actions of the Saudi
regime itself. His principal claim was that the Saudi regime, like all other regimes,
guards its strategic interests. For example, where oil is a strategic interest for the US,
for Saudi Arabia, religion is a strategic interest, perceived as a mechanism of national
security. It is for this reason that the Saudi regime guards religion jealously, and attacks
any other regime that does not follow the Saudi model of religious law. According to Ibn
Muhammed, Saudi history is full of attempts to intervene, overthrow other regimes,
even collaborate with the enemies of Islam to this end. For example, during the 1994
civil war between northern and southern Yemen, the Saudi regime backed the
Communists even though Yemeni Islamic scholars had determined explicitly that to do
so was to commit an act of heresy. Also, Saudi Arabia had invested effort in blocking
FHUWDLQ ³,VODPLVW SURMHFWV´ WKDW KDG DULVHQ GXULQJ WKH so-FDOOHG ³$UDE 6SULQJ´. For
example, Saudi Arabia collaborated with the US to thwart the efforts of Ansar Al-Sharia
in Yemen, an affiliate of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), to establish an
emirate in Abyan Governorate. Saudi Arabia continues to support regimes in the Muslim
world that are in danger of falling into Islamist hands.7
x

A recent Twitter ³FRQYHUVDWLRQ´ RULJLQDWLQJ ZLWK WKH DFFRXQW RI Assad al-Jihad2, a
prominent jihadist analyst and strategist, concerned the strengths and weaknesses of
world economic blocs and their political implications for arenas of jihad. The economies
of the US, Canada and Europe were identified as one entity (the Western bloc), and the
economies of Brazil, Russia, India and China (BRIC) as another. As part of this
exchange, a link was uploDGHGWRDQDUWLFOHWLWOHG³7KH.H\VWR(FRQRPLF6WUHQJWKDQG
Weakness of the BRIC CRXQWULHV DQG 7KHLU 2SSRQHQWV IURP WKH µ:HVW¶ DQG 7KHLU
Influence on Changes in the Map of :RUOG 3RZHU´ As its title indicated, the article
surveyed the difference between these two economic entities. Assad al-Jihad2 explained
that while BRIC was composed of a coalition of states with different religions, the
³:HVWHUQ´ EORF was Christian, DQG WKLV ³XQLW\ RI KHDUW´ JDYH LW a notable advantage.
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Nevertheless, he wrote, the balance of power was shifting, to the detriment of the West,
politically as well as economically ± DVLQGLFDWHGE\1RUWK.RUHD¶VH[SOLFLWWKUHDWVDJDLQVW
the US. Without BRIC, North Korea could not have acted as it had. This in turn had had
a salubrious effect on the revolution in Syria, which continues to rage, in part because
the BRIC bloc continues to get stronger.8
x

Assad al-Jihad2 also uploaded to his Twitter feed a position paper by the strategist Abd
Allah ibn Muhammad, concerning the situation in Russia. In response to the question of
ZK\ $KPDG 0X¶DGK DO-Khatib had attacked the head of the Syrian coalition, Ibn
Muhammed claimed that there were two principle players in the Syrian arena, the US
and Russia, which were fighting for hegemony there. Ibn Muhammed reported that alKhatib had warned VWDWHVWKDWDOORZWKHSDVVDJHRI³WHUURULVWV´LQWR6\ULD EHFDXVHWKH\
themselves wish to evict them), and this proved that he was the unofficial spokesman of
the White House7KHUHJLRQ¶V regimes did not realize that Muslims were joining jihad in
Syria not because they loved jihad, but rather because they were massing against an
enemy ± as had been the case in Afghanistan. Al-Khatib was also accused of abetting
the US by lashing out against jihadist brigades and accusing them of heresy, despite
their immense contribution to the fight against the regime of Bashar al-Assad. According
to Ibn Muhammed, the West had succeeded in creating a political-military coalition in
Syria in absentia, deflecting Russia and its political allies. Now, however, the West had
agreed with the Syrian coalition that the mujahideen were an obstacle and a threat to
regional instability ± primarily because they refused to be ruled by East or West. 9

x

A post on the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen in late March 2013 discussed the
secret of the success of the Taliban and the jihadist movements, thanks to their
XQFRPSURPLVLQJDGKHUHQFHWR,VODPLFODZ>VKDUL¶D@7KHPHPEHUVRIWKHVHPRYHPHQWV
the post said, would not waver from even one principle, and had expressed their
willingness to sacrifice whole governments and regimes for it. 7KH :HVW¶V DWWHPSWV WR
annihilate them were being stymied by their refusal to capitulate. In fact, the post
claimed, it was jihad and resistance that were keeping Islam from capitulating to the
Western democratic, liberal principles that had been rammed down its throat since the
:HVW¶V invasion of Muslim lands. The writer of the post disparaged the West, which it
said was forcing democracy on Islamic states to divide them. The pluralism of Islamic
SUDFWLFHKHZURWHSOD\HGLQWRWKH:HVW¶VKDQGVOLNHFKLQNVLQ the armor of the Muslim
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Nation. The post concluded by calling on all ³IUHH 0XVOLPs´ WR MRLQ WKH paragon jihadist
movements.10
x

In late March 2013, a visitor to the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen uploaded a
letter that was originally disseminated on the jihadist Web forum Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in
West Africa [Shabakat Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad fi Gharb Ifriqya].11 Ostensibly meant to
recruit the Muslim Nation to jihad, the letter also contained a subliminal admonition.
Islamic jihadist, said the letter, is under attack. The media, for example, would
discourage the Muslim public from engaging in MLKDG ³IRU WKH VDNH RI $OODK PD\ +H EH
SUDLVHG´DQGEHVPLUFKWKHKRQRURIWKH³ULJKWHRXV´PXMDKLGHHQ Fortunately, there are
those who combat this trend: the mujahideen in the Islamic Maghreb. Although the
jihadist project is shared by many groups, some sacrifice more than others, and some ±
especially the mujahideen of the Maghreb ± express a certain degree of unity and pride.
Although jihad is essential, the letter continued, the Muslim Nation does not lend its
support. The letter then urged its readers to take part in the struggle by writing
speeches or singing hymns of praise, donating money or physically joining the fight.
Lastly, it criticized those young people who were not doing enough to promote jihad.12

Strategy
x

The jihadist media institution Al-Fajr SXEOLVKHG DQ DXGLR VWDWHPHQW WLWOHG ³,QWURGXFWLRQ
WR D :DU RI 1HUYHV´ E\ $EX 2EHLGD $EGDOODK DO-Adnan, a prominent Al-Qaeda sheikh.
The statement is part 32 in DVHULHVWLWOHG³7KH7HUURULVP,QGXVWU\$&RXUVHLQ6HFXULW\
DQG,QWHOOLJHQFH´13

x

A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam urged Web surfers to open a
virtual workshop, where contributors could suggest how to combat the threat posed by
drones. Several Web surfers took up the gauntlet. One Web suggested using special
clothing that the dURQH¶VVHQVRUVcould not penetrate. Another recommended employing
engineers, programmers, and electronics experts to construct installations that would
use sound waves to jam the signals between the drones and the people manipulating
them.14
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Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets
x

A prominent contributor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam published video
clips explaining how to build a gas mask impervious to chemical weapons.15

x

A prominent member of the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam posted an 80-page
JXLGHERRN WLWOHG ³$ &RXUVH LQ 6HFXULW\ DQG ,QWHOOLJHQFH´, by Sayf al-µ$GO D SURPLQHQW
Egyptian member of Al-Qaeda. The book explains field security, surveillance, safe hiding
places, planning special operations, and intelligence activities. 16

A guide to security and intelligence

x

A prominent member of the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam published a 303-page
JXLGHERRNWLWOHG³$&RXUVHLQ$QWL-7DQN:HDSRQV´7KHERRNis a compendium of guides
previous published on Shumukh Al-Islam, which describe the tanks used by the Israel
Defense Forces, such as the Merkava, and missiles that can penetrate armored vehicles,
such as rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs).17
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The cover of a guidebook on anti-tank weapons

x

A prominent member of the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam suggested that the
Al-Nusra Front in Syria use birds, especially canaries, to detect the presence of chemical
weapons.18

Promoting the Myth of the Martyr
x

A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam published a biography of Abu
Hureira al-Ansari, who was martyred in East Africa.19

Abu Hureira al-Ansari

x

A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam uploaded photos and details of
foreign Arab mujahideen who had been killed fighting the Syrian regime in late March
2013.20
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Abd al-Razaq al-Maslati, from Tripoli, Libya, who was killed in Syria on March 22, 2013

x

A visitor to the forum Al-Jihad Al-µAlami published a biography of Sheikh Aboud Rogo
(1968-2012), the third in a series of unofficial biographies of martyrs killed in East
Africa.21 Rogo, a scholar of Islamic law from Kenya, maintained close ties with the
Somali group Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen, and participated in planning the 1998 attacks on
the US Embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar Al-Salam, Tanzania, and other attacks in
Kenya.

The shahid Aboud Rogo

x

The Ansar Al-Mujahideen Web forum praised an unnamed member of the Al-Nusra
Front, Al-4DHGD¶V EUDQFK LQ 6\ULD ZKR was killed by the shabiha [government-backed
militia forces]. The site claimed he was a Saudi Arabian who had come to fight jihad in
Syria. Additional evidence of the presence in Syria of Saudi mujahideen was given by a
video clip that appeared on YouTube in late March 2013, which lauded Saudi members of
the Al-Nusra Front for their martyrdom. Similarly, a post on the Al-Jihad Al-µ$ODPL:HE
forum claimed that Muslim residents of Great Britain had also joined the Al-Nusra
Front.22
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A Saudi Arabian who joined the Al-Nusra Front and died fighting the Syrian regime in March
this year

x

Ahrar Al-Sham published a video clip eulogizing Muhammad Ahmad al-µ$EGRXOL DND$EX
Musab al-Emirati), one of its senior commanders, who was responsible for training
members of the group in Deir al-Zour. Al-Emirati was killed on March 3, 2013, during
the battle to liberate Al-Raqqa.23

The martyr Abu Musab al-Emirati

Magazines
x

Fursan Al-Balagh, a jihadist media institution, published the second issue of its jihadist
magazine, Al-Balagh (58 pp.). This issue contains a eulogy of Sheikh Khalid bin Abd alRahman al-Husaunan, a Kuwaiti member of Al-Qaeda who was killed in a US drone
strike in Afghanistan in December 2012; a survey of arenas of jihad, principally that in
Syria; and a biography of Al-Qaeda leader Sheikh Ayman al-Zawahiri.24
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The cover of Issue No. 2 of Al-Balagh

Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan
International intervention has not stemmed attacks in either Afghanistan or Pakistan.
On the contrary, sectarian violence has grown in Pakistan, with more than 250 Shiites killed
since the beginning of the year by radical Sunni groups such as Ahle Sunnat Wal Jamaat
(ASWJ), which is the military arm of Lashkar-e-Jhangvi.
The increasing daring of jihadist groups is also illustrated by the Pakistan-Taliban¶V
threats to assassinate former Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf. The strong man behind
this threat and a growing army of highly trained fighters is Adnan Rasheed, who may be
expected to play an important role in future operations.
x

On March 20, 2013, the Al-Emarah Jihadi Studio, which functions under the auspices of
the Islamic State of Afghanistan, published a video clip in English, Farsi, Urdi, Uzbek and
Pashto WLWOHG³-LKDGL2SHUDWLRQLQ1RXULVWDDQ´25
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An overview of jihad in five languages

x

In late March 2013, the jihadist media institution Umar, which is affiliated with the
Pakistan-Taliban, published the following:
o

Announcement No. 6, concerning the imminent election in Pakistan. The
announcement labeled the outgoing government an oppressive dictatorship.
While Pakistan had broken the bonds of British colonialism, it was still cognitively,
educationally and culturally subservient, largely because its statesmen and
generals continue to be subject to British colonialism and the American enemy.
According to the Taliban, the Pakistani people should learn from the Libyans and
Syrians, and forcefully begin breaking the bonds of their servitude, persecution
and oppression. The five years of rule of the previous Pakistani regime had only
worsened the situation for the Pakistani people. Poverty had increased because of
the rising costs of electricity and fuel; industry had been destroyed; the citizens
were prey to the US drones that the Pakistani government allowed to hover in its
skies; and the tribes were on the verge of extinction because of efforts to
annihilate them. It was thus urgent that the Pakistani people wage a revolution
against the reigning government. The Taliban further counseled the Pakistanis to
cease all work related to the existing secular regime and avoid places of
congregation and demonstration, as well as government agencies. The Taliban
iterated their promise to establish an Islamic regime in Pakistan.26

o

Announcement No. 7, taking responsibility for a sophisticated attack against
NATO and Afghani army and police forces committed jointly by the PakistanTaliban and the Afghanistan-Taliban on March 5, 2013.27

26
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o

A video clip showing the preparations of a special PDUW\UV¶ brigade which was
plotting to assassinate former Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf. The video
includes a sermon in which Pakistan-Taliban spokesman Sheikh Ihsanuallah
denounces Musharraf and the Pakistani regime.28

Taliban fighters train to assassinate Pervez Musharraf

Iraq
A recent surge in bombings by the Islamic State of Iraq (Al-Qaeda in Iraq) against
the Shi¶ite-dominated government of Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki is starting to look like an
extension of the Sunni-led war in neighboring Syria against the regime of Iranian ally
Bashar al-Assad.
Al-Qaeda¶V persistent interest in pursuing radical change in war-torn Iraq is
evidenced by the postings on the new Facebook page of Egyptian Salafi-jihadist Muhammad
al-Zawahiri, which encourage would-be jihadists to support the mujahideen of the Islamic
State of Iraq, as well as in Mali and Syria.
x

During the latter half of March 2013, the Islamic State of Iraq published the following:
o

An announcement taking responsibility for an attack on the Ministry of Justice on
March 14, 2013 to avenge the imprisonment and execution of Sunnis. According
to the announcement, 60 security personnel, investigators and judges were killed
and tens of others were wounded.29 ,Q UHVSRQVH WR WKH 0LQLVWHU RI -XVWLFH¶V
promise to retaliate against the perpetrators of the attack, the Islamic State of
Iraq published another announcement on 0arch 19, reiterating that the attack
had been an act of vengeance.30

o

An announcement taking responsibility for 32 military actions in Kirkuk Province
during January 2013.31
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o

An announcement taking responsibility for 72 military actions in Salah Al-Din
Province and northern Baghdad in January 2013.32

o

An announcement taking responsibility for 278 military actions in Nineveh
Province between mid-December 2012 and the end of January 2013.33

x

On March 19, 2013, a visitor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam posted a
WKUHDGWKDWZDVJLYHQSURPLQHQFHE\WKHIRUXP¶VDGPLQLVWUDWRUV7KHperson who posted
the thread urged Muslims to assassinate a general in the Iraqi Army who was
responsible for torturing Muslims in Abu Ghaib prison. He asked visitors to the site to
add information about the JHQHUDO¶V SUHFLVH identity and other details that would
facilitate his murder.34

³Wanted: A criminal who tortures Muslims in Abu Ghaib Prison. Help us to knock off his
KHDGDQGSXQLVKKLP´

The Arabian Peninsula
x

The jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam re-issued the original, full-length version of a
YLGHRFOLSWLWOHG³7KH-LKDGRIWKH0XVOLP1DWLRQ´ZKLFKZDVFUHDWHGE\WKH$O-Malahem
Media Institution, an affiliate of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP).35

x

A news item that was posted on the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen reported
the arrest by AQAP of a spy who had been working for US intelligence. According to the
item, the spy admitted to killing seven members of AQAP under interrogation; he was
sentenced to be executed under ,VODPLFODZ>VKDUL¶D@7KHitem further claimed that this
was not the first time AQAP had uncovered such agents in Yemen, as the US and Saudi
Arabia were constantly deploying their spies.36

Al-Sham [The Levant]
x

During the first half of March 2013, the Al-Nusra Front, Al-4DHGD¶V EUDQFK LQ 6\ULD
published the following:
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o

Announcements 274-284 taking responsibility for attacks against Syrian regime
forces.

o

$ YLGHR FOLS GRFXPHQWLQJ WKH JURXS¶V VWRUPLQJ RI WKH $O-Bekaa Checkpoint in
Deraa, together with the Islamic Huran Brigade of Foreigners. 37 The video is part
LQDVHULHVWLWOHG³7KH%HJLQQLQJRIWKH(QG´

x

The Islamic Al-Anbaa Press Agency interviewed Abu Hamza al-Muhajir, the propaganda
representative of the Al-Muhajireen Brigades, a Salafi-jihadist group founded in 2012 in
Latakia, Syria. Al-Muhajir expressed the desire to establish an Islamic theocracy along
the Syrian coast and in the environs of Latakia, where the group has been fighting
Syrian regime forces. Al-Muhajir also discussed the nature of the group, its manifesto,
and its establishment by Libyan immigrants.38

The Al-Muhajireen Brigades in training

x

An item posted on the jihadist Web forum Hanein related that the Jaish Muhammad
>0XKDPPDG¶V$UP\@%ULJDGHVDQGWKH$O-Khatab Brigades had joined the Al-Muhajireen
Brigades; the amalgamated group was now calling itself Jaish Al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar.
7KHJURXSDQQRXQFHGLWVLQWHQWLRQRI HVWDEOLVKLQJDVWDWHUXOHGE\ VKDUL¶D>,VODPLFODZ@
after the fall of the Assad regime. The post included a link to a video clip showing tens of
WKHJURXS¶V members, armed and carrying the banner of Salfism. The leader of Jaish AlMuhajireen wal-$QVDULV$EXµ8PDUDO-Shishani.39
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The logo of the new umbrella group Jaish Al-Muhjireen wal-Ansar

x

A news item quoted on the jihadist Web forum Hanein reported that, at a summit
meeting of the Arab League in Doha, Qatar, the head of the Syrian coalition, Ahmad
0X¶DGK DO-Khatib, told Tunisian President Moncef Marzouki that hundreds of Tunisians
were participating in the fighting against the forces of Bashar al-Assad. Al-Khatib and
Marzouki agreed to compile a list of the names of the Tunisian fighters in Syria, to
protect the security of Tunisians and of Syria itself once the fighting had ended. In
response to this item, forum visitors cursed the Tunisian government and the Syrian
opposition. One visitor wrote that both were pandering to the Jews and Christians who
ZHUH ³KDYLQJ WKH ODVW ODXJK´ $QRWKHU IRUXP YLVLWRU averred the legitimacy of jihad,
especially for young people who are not obligated to work, a wife and children.40

x

During the latter half of March 2013, the Twitter feed of the prominent jihadist strategist
Assad al-Jihad2 featured a poster commemorating two years of civil war in Syria. After
the poster had been on the Internet for more than one week, the Twitter feed noted
that, in effect, it was the US and the West that had drawn out the civil war ± so as to
decimate Syria.41
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$SRVWHUPDUNLQJWZR\HDUVRI³WKHEOHVVHG6\ULDQFLYLOZDU´

x

In response to claims by the Syrian regime that the Free Syrian Army had used chemical
weapons during the civil war, visitors to the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen
made the counter-claim that the 6\ULDQ UHJLPH¶V accusations were baseless, and that
the use of chemical weapons required knowledge and resources that were unavailable to
the rebels. The discussion that developed among forum visitors revealed their palpable
fear of chemical weapons. Despite differences of opinion among the various groups of
rebels, the discussion did not devolve into an exchange of accusations, reinforcing the
sense that, at least to date, the rebels see Assad as their common enemy. 42

x

Recent reports have surfaced that Sheikh Muhammad al-Maqdisi, a prominent Jordanian
Salafi-jihadist convicted of abetting terrorism, has been tortured in prison by Jordanian
intelligence services. In response, 6KHLNK$EX6D¶DGDO-µ$PLOLDSURPLQHQWFRQWULEXWRUWR
jihadist Web forums, used his Twitter account to severely criticize Jordanian intelligence.
If the rumor were true, he wrote, it would prove the enormity of the -RUGDQLDQUHJLPH¶V
defeat, and its inability to convince the Sheikh to issue a fatwa prohibiting participation
in jihad in Syria. Al-Maqdisi continued to show courage and determination in the face of
this torture, by refusing to acquiesce to -RUGDQ¶V demand that he denounce the Al-Nusra
Front, Al-4DHGD¶VEUDQFKLQ6\ULD43

The Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip
The Salafist group Ansar Beit Al-Maqdis castigated US President Barack Obama for
visiting Israel, and accused the US and Israel of plotting to harm Muslims. 44 These

42
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comments came after two rockets were fired at southern Israel from the Gaza Strip during
2EDPD¶VYLVLW, damaging a house and a field. The Mujahideen Shura Council in the Environs
of Jerusalem (MSC), an Al-Qaeda affiliate, took responsibility for the rocket fire,45 which it
said was meant to demonstrate that ,VUDHO¶VDQWL-missile defense systems were powerless.46
Mohamed Jamal al-Kashef, a veteran Egyptian jihadist who has fought alongside Egyptian
Islamic Jihad, and Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-Zawahiri reportedly called the Sinai Peninsula
³WKHQH[WIURQWLHURIFRQIOLFWZLWKWKH=LRQLVWVDQG$PHULFDQV´.47
Meanwhile, Egyptian security forces arrested 25 Hamas and Al-Qaeda terrorists who
were crossing from the northern to the southern Sinai Peninsula.48 The terrorists reportedly
were in possession of weapons, maps and photos of strategic sites in the Sinai.
x

On Marh 18, 2013, the Field Monitoring Department of the Ibn Taymiyya Media Center
SXEOLVKHG DQ DQQRXQFHPHQW WLWOHG ³7KH ,QWHUQDO 6HFXULW\ RI +DPDV ,QMXUHG DQG
.LGQDSSHGD6DODILVW%URWKHULQDQ$PEXVKLQ5DIDK´ 49

x

The Mujahideen Shura Council took responsibility for firing several missiles at the Israeli
town of Sderot on March 21, 2013. It claimed to have done so in retaliation for the visit
of US President Barack Hussein Obama to Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and to
send a message that jihad against the enemies of Islam would continue.50

x

During the visit of US President Obama to Israel, Ansar Beit Al-Maqdis published an
DUWLFOHWLWOHG³<RX$UH1RW:HOFRPH2EDPD´7KHDUWLFOHFULWLFL]HG$PHULFD¶V0LGGOH(DVW
policy.51

x

At the end of March 2013, a post was uploaded to the jihadist Web forum Ansar AlMujahideen that warned Salafist activists against attack and imprisonment by Hamas.
The post claimed that Hamas was seeking anyone suspected of visiting Egypt or the
Sinai Peninsula, or of having ties to Salafi-jihadist groups in Jerusalem. This suggests
that there may be a somewhat greater presence of Salafists in the Gaza Strip.52

x

An item published by the Al-Haq Press Agency in late March 2013 reported that the
Salafi-jihadist Mujahideen Shura Council had launched rockets at Sdeort, Israel, to
reflect its dissatisfaction with US President Barack Obama¶VYLVLW WR³RFFXSLHG3DOHVWLQH´
and with the subsequent arrest of Salafists by the Hamas government. The Salafi-
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jihadists in the Gaza Strip often warn that they will not cease their activities under the
current political circumstances, despite the efforts of Hamas to thwart them. The item
also cited the number of rocket launchings from the Gaza Strip during Operation Pillar of
Defense: the Izz Al-Din Al-Qassam Brigades, the military wing of Hamas, had fired 1,573
rockets; the Al-Quds Brigades, the military wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, had fired
620 rockets; and Salafist groups had fired 200 rockets ± 11% of all of the rockets
launched.53

The Maghreb [North Africa]
Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) issued a new communiqué calling for
recruits to wage jihad against local secular and government forces in Algeria, and French
forces in Mali.54 In the communiqué, AQIM asked jihadists not to travel abroad, but rather
WR ILJKW ³&UXVDGHU )UDQFH´ LQ $OJHULD DQG 0DOL 55 According to analysts, this message was
directed at young Tunisians who have flocked to Syria to participate in the uprising against
the Assad regime.56 Analysts also point out that the communiqué did not call on jihadists to
attack, but UDWKHU WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKH ³,VODPLVW SURMHFW´ by establishing dawa organizations
and spreading their ideology locally.57 In Tunisia, the Salafi-jihadist movement focuses on
media, politics and charitable work, and has avoided fighting locally. However, it does not
hide its support for violent action.58
Following confirmation of the death of AQIM leader Abou Zeid in Mali in February
2013, AQIM announced that Djamel Okacha, an Algerian national, had replaced Zeid as the
its commander of operations in the Sahara. 59
General Carter Ham, head of the US Africa Command (AFRICOM), has
recently warned that AQIM was attempting to set up a base in Tunisia. In response, the
Tunisian government announced that it was forming ³crisis XQLWV´ to monitor and combat
³WHUURULVWDFWLYLW\´internally and along its borders.60 $FFRUGLQJWR7XQLVLD¶V interior ministry,
these units would gather intelligence on jihadist networks that were recruiting young
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Tunisians to fight in Syria. Tunisian authorities estimate that approximately 40% of the
foreigners in Syria are from Tunisia. According to Tunisian media, Qatar has been financially
supporting Tunisian NGOs that recruit and send Tunisian jihadists to Syria.61
In Libya, the government continues to struggle to form a united army and police
force. The recent kidnapping of five British activists in Benghazi demonstrates the persistent
inability of government forces to fight the powerful militias that control that city.62 It is
unclear whether jihadist militias were behind the kidnapping; however, the Libyan Islamist
group Ansar Al-Sharia, which was accused of killing the US ambassador in Benghazi last
year, has returned to its headquarters in Benghazi, and continues to ignore the
government¶VGHPDQGWKDWLW lay down its arms.63
x

During the latter half of March 2013, Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) published
the following:
o

A call to Muslims in the Maghreb, and especially Tunisia, to fulfill the
commandment of jihad in North Africa ± for example in Mali, where a battle is
being waged against the French Army ± and to oppose North African regimes that
collaborate [with the French]. AQIM urged local Muslims not to leave the
Maghreb, rather to stay and struggle WR LPSOHPHQW VKDUL¶D >,VODPLF ODZ@64 This
call is in part a response to reports of an increasing presence of Tunisians and
other North Africans among the mujahideen in Syria. It appears there is a
subliminal

competition

between

the

Al-Nusra

Front,

which

needs

more

volunteers, and AQIM, which is having difficulty recruiting members.
o

An announcement supporting the angry protests of citizens of southern Algeria
against the Algerian regime. The announcement was

a reaction to the

demonstrations of March 14, 2013, in which young Algerians protested the lack
of employment. AQIM asked the Algerian people to support this protest and to
fight the oppression of the Algerian regime, which had persisted since the
FRXQWU\¶V independence in 1962. In essence, Algeria is being run like a military
dictatorship that persecutes, arrests, imprisons and physically and psychologically
tortures its citizens. No wonder, stated the announcement, the young people of
the south are taking to the streets. The announcement then presented eight
points that AQIM believes will bolster the demands of the protesters, including
preparation of a unified, clear and comprehensible list of demands, which the
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regime will not be able to misconstrue, leading the people astray with lies and
fabrications; and an appeal to military and security services not to shed the blood
of innocents.65
o

An appeal to the French people, and especially to the families of French hostages,
to pressure the French government to withdraw its forces from Mali. According to
AQIM, by continuing its aggression against northern Mali and its plundering of
Muslim resources, the French government LV LJQRULQJ WKH JURXS¶V threats to kill
the hostages. AQIM has a mind to punish the French government. In fact, on
March 10, 2013, it executed one of the hostages, Philippe Verdon, whom it claims
was a French spy whom it captured two years ago. AQIM further claimed that it
KDGEHHQFORVHO\IROORZLQJWKHSURWHVWVRIWKHKRVWDJHV¶IDPLOLHVLQ)UDQFHDQGso
wished to stress the following:


All of the remaining hostages were healthy and whole, except for the spy
Verdon, who was executed to avenge the killing of Muslim women and
children in northern Mali. AQIM cannot guarantee the continued well-being
of the hostages, if France continues to attack the mujahideen.



Despite the French aggression against Mali, the mujahideen will continue
to find a just solution to the hostage crisis.



The government of France continues to lie to the French people and
unjustly accuse the mujahideen of breaking off contact with negotiators,
while it is France that broke off contact and risked the lives of the
hostages by attempting to free them by force.



The government of France is fully responsible for the lives of the hostages
being held by AQIM.



AQIM reserves the right to punish the French if they harm Muslims in Mali,
either through government policies or military action.



AQIM warns the French people, lest )UDQFH¶V occupation of Mali and
plunder of Muslim resources in Africa continue.



7KHKRVWDJHV¶families and compatriots should pressure the government of
Francois Hollande to withdraw the army from Mali and leave the Muslims
to manage their own affairs.



No one disputes the importance of world security. It would therefore be
best that the French leave the Muslims to live their lives in security, lest
the security of the French people be sacrificed.66
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In response to the above, the Al-Sabah News Web site quoted several Arabiclanguage sources, which reported that Muhammad Anis Chaieb, a senior Tunisian
Salafi-jihadist OHDGHU ZDV KHHGLQJ $4,0¶V call to wage jihad against the
secularists and the French forces in northern Mali.67

Mali
Two months after French forces entered Mali to drive out Al-Qaeda-linked Islamist
rebels, they have succeeded in confining the mujahideen of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) DQG WKHLU DOOLHV WR WKH FRXQWU\¶V QRUWKHUQ PRXQWDLQV 7KH )UHQFK
JRYHUQPHQWKDVFRQILUPHGWKHGHDWKRI$EGHOKDPLG$ERX=HLG$4,0¶VILHOGFRPPDQGHULQ
a French operation in the Adrar des Ifoghas area of northern Mali in February. 68 Some 600
$4,0 ILJKWHUV KDYH DOVR EHHQ UHSRUWHG GHDG LQFOXGLQJ $ERX =HLG¶V ULYDO 0RNKWDU
Belmokhtar, although the French government has yet to confirm his death.69 $4,0¶V emir,
Abdelmalek Droukdel, who is believed to be in hiding in northern Algeria, has reportedly had
difficulty communicating with AQIM fighters in Mali.70 According to analysts, the loss of Abou
Zeid and Belmokhtar is a major setback for AQIM, and may explain $4,0¶V March 17
communiqué calling on jihadists in the Maghreb to come to its aid in Mali rather than going
to fight in Syria.71
Despite these hindrances, AQIM has vowed to continue fighting;72 indeed, clashes
have persisted between Islamist rebels and French forces in northern Mali. While French
troops have retaken Timbuktu, Gao and Kidal, these cities have not remained immune to
insurgent attacks and suicide bombings. 73 Recent weeks have seen suicide attacks in Gao
and Timbuktu, for which Al-Tawhid wal-Jihad in West Africa took responsibility.74 AQIM is
also reportedly holding several French hostages, whom it has threatened to kill if the French
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government does not end its military operation.75 Western and African officials are growing
increasingly concerned that the African soldiers to whom the French forces plan to hand the
reins are not adequately trained or equipped to receive them.76 French President Francois
Hollande announced that French troops would stay in Mali at least until the end of 2013.
However, the number of troops will be cut from more than 4,000 to about 1,000, and they
will become part of a UN peacekeeping mission.77 France is set to begin withdrawing its
troops in April.
x

The Al-Haq Press Agency, which is affiliated with global jihad, reported that AQIM has
asked the French people to pressure their government to cease its attacks on Muslims in
Mali in exchange for the release of the French citizens whom it has been holding
hostage. According to Al-Haq, the mujahideen are willing to find a just solution to the
hostage problem, but the French government has rejected their offers and evaded its
responsibility. Moreover, it appears to EHSOD\LQJZDQWRQO\ZLWKWKHKRVWDJH¶Vlives, as if
this were all a lark. AQIM warned the French of the implications of keeping their army
RQ 0DOL¶V VRLO DQG FRQWLQXLQJ WR SOXQGHU Muslim resources in Africa. It warned that
anyone who harmed their security, would be endangering his own. 78

Two of the French citizens being held hostage by AQIM

x

A post uploaded to the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen presented part of a
manifesto issued by the Salafi-jihadist group Ansar Dine, an offshoot of AQIM. The AlMarsad News Corporation, which obtained and publicized the manifesto, reported that it
would reveal secrets of the war in Mali, $QVDU'LQH¶VSHUVSHFWLYHRQ the circumstances of
the French attack on Mali. However, it appears that the manifesto does not fulfill the
promise of the Al-Marsad News Corporation. Instead, it deals primarily with $QVDU'LQH¶V
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attitude toward the war, the circumstances under which it began, and its ideological
world view.
According to an analysis by Ansar Dine, France attacked northern Mali for two main
reasons:

  WKH ³Tyrrhenian´ secular regimes are waging a war against the devout

Muslim Nation, because they want to destroy anyone or thing that strives to free the
Muslim Nation from its subservience to secular regimes; (2) France fears anyone who
opposes its people, even as its own soldiers continue their imperialistic rule, stealing
countries and sealing the fates of other peoples.
As for Ansar Dine¶V PRWLYH to fight, in essence Ansar Dine was unaware it had
committed any crime until France attacked it. Ansar Dine banded together to preserve
its cultural foundations ± part of a 50-year fight to remove the obstacles to fulfilling the
dreams of their oppressed people.
The manifesto castigates ³&UXVDGHUFrance´IRULWV hatred and enmity toward Islam and
the Muslim faithful, and lambastes the media for defaming Muslims. The manifesto
addresses additional topics, but does not shed any new light on the fate of $QVDU'LQH¶V
leader Iyad Ag Ghaly, whom it says LV ³DOLYH DQG NLFNLQJ´ despite media reports to the
contrary.79

Egypt
x

The jihadist media institution Al-Masada published an interview with a Salafi-jihadist,
who discussed the philosophy, aspirations, and attitude toward President Morsi of the
Salafi-jihadist movement in Egypt.80

x

During the latter half of March 2013, the Al-Bayyan media institution, which functions
under the auspices of the vanguard Salafist group Ansar Al-Sharia, announced the
publication of series on ³5LJKWHRXV3HRSOHGXULQJD7LPHRI&LYLO:DU± 8ODPDD¶ Fighting
Jaihiliyya [Scholars Fighting Pre-,VODPLF,JQRUDQFH@´, by Muhammad Karam Ali. The first
installment in the series (43 pp.) is a biography of Sheikh Dr. Abdallah al-Hussien al7LGLDVFKRODUDW(J\SW¶VUHQRZQHGVHDWRI,VODPLFOHDUQLQJ, Al-Azhar University. Dr. alTidi has fought the attempts of secular liberals to change (J\SW¶V legal system to
exclude ,VODPLFODZ>VKDUL¶D@81
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x

Sheikh Hani al-Sibai, an Egyptian Salafi-jihadist who heads the Al-Maqrizi Center for
Historical Studies in London, gave a sermon denouncing the (J\SWLDQUHJLPH¶VRSHQQHVV
toward Iran ± a policy that ZLOOOHDGWRWKHLQILOWUDWLRQRI6KL¶LVPLQWR(J\SW82

x

During the latter half of March 2013, a position paper was posted on Ansar AlMujahideen, a jihadist Web forum, which reflected increasing Sunni discomfort and
concern at nascent Iranian influence in Egypt. The author of the position paper, which
discussed the factors that he believes are stoking civil war, warned against CairoTeheran relations. In particular, he decried the agreement between Egypt¶V Minister of
Tourism and his Iranian counterpart, which allows Iranian tourism to Egypt but requires
Egyptians wishing to visit Teheran to obtain a visa. The writer voiced his anxiety over
additional agreements between the two countries, which will pave the way for the
HVWDEOLVKPHQW RI D 6KL¶LWH SXblishing house and television station. This, he claimed,
would introduce 6KL¶LWH YDOXHV LQto Egyptian society, and would also open the door to
economic dependence on Iran. DHVSLWH (J\SW¶V GLUH VWDWH, this was a dangerous move,
he wrote. Similar comments about the thaw in relations between Cairo and Teheran
were made throughout the Sunni world. For example, Kuwaiti politician Dr. Abdullah alNafisi warned in a videotaped interview that Iran would attempt to seize control of Egypt
and steal it from the Arabs.83

Somalia
In one of the deadliest attacks in Mogadishu in recent months, a car bomb killed
several people.84 Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen took responsibility for the attack, saying it was
an act of revenge against Mogadishu security chief Khalif Ahmed Illig. 85 The car bombing
came a day after Al-Shabab fighters had recaptured the town of Hudur in southwestern
Somalia, following the withdrawal of the Ethiopian troops that had been stationed there
since 2011 ± the first territorial victory for Al-Shabab in several months. According to
observers, the car bomb and capture of Hudur are major victories for the group, which had
been in retreat since 2011.86 In addition, a large swath of rural Somalia is still controlled by
the jihadist group, from which it continues to carry out guerilla attacks in government-
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controlled areas. The events in Hudur have raised concern that when troops withdraw from
other areas in Somalia, those areas will be ³up for grabs´E\ Al-Shabab.87
x

On March 28, 2013, the Islamic World Issues Study Center, which focuses on jihad in
Somalia, announced that the global jihad and Snam Al-Islam Web forums would be
hosting an open session with Sheikh Abu Mansur al-Amriki, a former member of AlShabab Al-Mujahideen who had a falling out with its leadership during the past year.88

The Caucasus
Caucasus commander Abu Omar al-Chechen, one of several Chechen jihadists
fighting the Assad regime in Syria, recently formed Jaish Al-Muhajireen wal-Ansar [Army of
the Emigrants and Helpers], to which several Syrian jihadist groups have reportedly pledged
allegiance (see the section on Al-Sham, above).89 According to the Kavkaz Center, Abu
2PDU¶V JURXS, which comprises more than 1,000 mujahideen from the northern Caucasus
and elsewhere, is fighting primarily in Aleppo.90
x

On March 16, 2013, the propaganda department of Dagestan reported that three
mujahideen had attacked members of the Russian Interrogation Committees of the
Dagestan Republic, wounding some of them. The report was based on Russian sources. 91

x

The supervisor of Hafidhat Aisha, WKHZRPHQ¶VVHFWLRQ of the jihadist Web forum Ansar
Al-Mujahideen, asked visitors to the forum to raise Muslim awareness of events in
Chechnya, and not relinquish it to the margins of jihadist discourse.92

x

The Islamic CaucDVXV (PLUDWH SXEOLVKHG D YLGHR FOLS WLWOHG ³$ &DOO WR 7KRVH :KR :RUN
with Infidels or Non-Muslims´ by Sheikh Abu Muhammad, a judge in the Emirate. 93

Iran
x

In late March 2013, Jaish Al-µ$GO D 6XQQL-jihadist group that targets Iranian regime
installations, notified the public of its activities and its intention to persist in opposing
the regime in an effort WR SUHYHQW WKH 6KL¶LWH HQHP\ IURP ³DELGLQJ in the shade of
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EDUEDULF LQFLGHQWV´ DJDLQVW WKH 6XQQLV in Baluchistan, in particular, and in Iran, in
general. The group also referred readers to its Facebook and Twitter accounts. 94

The logo of Jaish Al-µ$GO

China
x

During the latter half of March 2013, the jihadist media institution Sawt Al-Islam, which
functions under the auspices of the Turkistan Islamic Party, published the following:
o

$YLGHRFOLSWLWOHG³7RXULVPRIWKH%HOLHYHUV± 3DUW´95

o

A video clip of a speech in Kazakh, delivered on the occasion of Eid Al-Adha.96

The West
x

A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Al-Fida quoted an item published in the Western
press which stated that Turkish authorities had arrested Egyptian citizen of Austria
Muhammad Mahmud Shawki Mahmud (aka Abu Usama Al-Gharib), a member of the
German Salafi-jihadist group Millat Ibrahim, as he was en route to jihad in Syria. The
arrest was made possible by cooperation with US intelligence agencies. On March 14,
2013, a video was published which showed al-Gharib burning his Austrian passport and
declaring that he wanted no part of AIDS-ridden secular Austrian society.97 Salafijihadist sheikhs and groups in England and elsewhere in Western Europe denounced al*KDULE¶VDUUHVWand expressed solidarity with him.98

Miscellaneous
x

The jihadist Web forums Ansar Al-Mujahideen and Shumukh Al-Islam announced a
week-long open session with Sheikh Abu al-Waalid al-Ansari, a Palestinian Salafi-
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jihadist, during which visitors could question the sheikh, especially concerning jihad. At
WKHHQGRIWKHTXHVWLRQSHULRGWKHIRUXPVZRXOGSXEOLVKWKH6KHLNK¶V responses.99

A banner advertising a question-and-answer session with Sheikh Abu al-Waalid al-Ansari

x

The +DILGKDW6DIL\\D>6DIL\\D¶V'HVFHQGHQWV@ virtual workshop of the jihadist Web forum
Shumukh Al-Islam, which gives voice to women supporters of jihad, published a 20page document in Arabic and (QJOLVK WLWOHG ³7KH $PHULFDQ 'URQHV ± Facts and
1XPEHUV´ 7KH GRFXPHQW FULWLFL]HV WKH XVH RI GURQHV E\ WKH 86 WR DVVDVVLnate
Muslims.100

From the virtual workshop Hafidhat Safiyya

x

A woman visitor to the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam asked forum visitors to
disseminate a series of banners concerning the incarceration of Sheikh Bishir al-Bishir, a
radical Wahhabi Islamic-legal scholar who has been imprisoned in Saudi Arabia, without
a trial, for the past seven years.101
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A banner to raise consciousness about the lengthy imprisonment of Bishir al-Bishir

x

A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Al-Fida listed several of the ways in which Israeli
intelligence recruits agents.102

Facebook and Twitter
x

On March 18, 2013, an official Facebook page was launched devoted to Sheikh
Muhammad al-Zawahiri, a prominent Egyptian Salafi-jihadist and brother of Al-Qaeda
leader Ayman al-Zawahiri. As of early April 2013, the page had received more than
³OLNHV´103

A Facebook page devoted to Muhammad al-Zawahiri

x

2Q0DUFKD)DFHERRNSDJHZDVODXQFKHGWLWOHG³&RQYR\RIEgyptian 0DUW\UV´
The page is dedicated to Egyptians killed fighting jihad in Syria. As of early April 2013,
WKHSDJHKDGUHFHLYHGVRPH³OLNHV´104

All you need to know about Egyptians martyred in Syria ± on Facebook
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x

The jihadist media institution Al-Andalus, which is affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb, launched a Twitter feed at https://twitter.com/Andalus_Media.105

105

http://www.alfidaa.info/vb (Arabic).

29

