June 2012
Periodical Review: Summary of Information from
Jihadi Forums
The First Half of June 2012
This report summarizes notable events discussed on Jihadi Web forums during
the first half of June 2012. Following are the main points covered in the report:


Ayman Al-Zawahiri urges the Tunisian people to thwart the new Tunisian
government’s intention to impose secular, rather than Islamic, law.



Ayman Al-Zawahiri reminisces about his time with Osama bin Laden.



In a video clip published only days after American reports of Abu Yahya AlLibi’s demise in a drone strike, Al-Libi is seen calling on Muslims and
mujahideen in Jordan, Iraq and Syria to help the Syrian people fight the
regime of Bashar Al-Assad.



The wife of Ayman Al-Zawahiri exhorts Muslim women to continue supporting
the Arab revolutions, and to educate their children to love jihad and die a
martyr’s death.



Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) issues a call to Muslims wishing to
make a “lone wolf attack” against a Western target, offering guidelines and
assistance.



Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) appeals to the Yemeni Army to
cease fighting the mujahideen and collaborating with the US.



Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) blames the German government for
the death of a German hostage in Nigeria in a failed rescue attempt.



A new jihadist Web forum, Hisad Al-Jihad, is up and running.
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New Publications
Ideology


In a new audio statement made available by the jihadist media outlet AlSahab, Al-Qaeda leader Sheikh Ayman Al-Zawahiri called on the Tunisian
people to defend shari’a [Islamic law]. Al-Zawahiri’s plea was a response to
the declaration by the Muslim Brotherhood in Tunisia, in the form of the ruling
Al-Nahdha Party, that it does not intend to implement Islamic law. AlZawahiri expressed astonishment at this declaration: “Have you ever seen a
hospital that refuses to treat the ill? A pharmacy that does not wish to sell
medications? An army that has no intention of fighting…?” How, Al-Zawahiri
wondered, could the Al-Nahdha Party call itself Islamic when it opposes the
dictates of the Qur’an and Sunnah by refusing to implement Islamic law? In
Al-Zawahiri’s eyes, the Al-Nahdha Party leadership has invented an Islam that
panders to the US Department of State, the European Union and the Gulf
states. It is an Islam that permits gambling casinos, nudist beaches, banks
that charge interest, and secular laws, an Islam that capitulates to
international law. Al-Zawahiri therefore urged Tunisia’s Muslims to defend
shari’a and see that it is imposed in Tunisia.1

“O, people of Tunisia!” Al-Zawahiri mitigates for Islamic law in Tunisia



In early June 2012, American sources reported having assassinated Abu
Yahya Al-Libi, Al-Qaeda’s second-in-command in Pakistan, in a drone strike.
To date, however, this news has not been officially confirmed by Al-Qaeda.
Several days after the American announcement, a new video clip was
published by Al-Sahab, in which Abu Yahya Al-Libi is shown discussing the

1

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
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Syrian struggle against the regime of Bashar Al-Assad. In the video, titled,
“The Tragedy of Al-Sham [Greater Syria]: Between Christian Crimes and
Western Trickery”, Al-Libi opines that US crimes are sanctioned by the West;
under the guise of protecting Syria’s citizens, they stymie the revolution
there. For this reason, Al-Libi says, Muslims and mujahideen in Iraq, Jordan
and Turkey must assist their brethren in Syria. It is not clear whether the clip
was filmed prior to, or after, the American announcement – that is, whether
Al-Libi did or did not survive the drone attack.2

The most recent video clip by Abu Yahya Al-Libi: his last?



The Islamic News Agency – Hak used several jihadist Web forums as a
platform for a virtual workshop, whose aim was to disseminate the contents
of an article titled, “The Convoy of Martyrs: Rise Up and Board with Us”.
Originally the article was published in mid-May 2012, in Issue 9 of the
English-language jihadist periodical Inspire, a mouthpiece of Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP). At this juncture, the article was translated into
Arabic and many additional languages, and highlighted by the jihadist Web
forums Shumukh Al-Islam and Al-Fida.3
The article opens with the statement that, “In an unprecedented step, AlQaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has opened the door to [all] who wish to
perform an individual suicide attack against American, Israeli or Western
targets”. AQAP claimed that this initiative was a response to requests from
Muslims wishing to die a martyr’s death by conducting a lethal suicide attack

2
3

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
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against the enemy – especially Muslims who cannot join the mujahideen for
various reasons.
As described in the article, this act of jihad comprises three stages: the
selection of a target; the collection of intelligence about the target; attack of
the target. It extols the advantages of the “lone wolf” suicide attack which,
since only one person is responsible for it, is difficult for the enemy to
intercept. The article further elucidates that the only connection a mujahid
will have with anyone else is with AQAP’s military council, which will help him
choose the target and plan the attack. The military council will also be
responsible for media coverage of the jihadist act.
The article then instructs the potential terrorist to provide AQAP with the
following information: a name, place of residence, available passport(s),
language(s) spoken, age, marital status, health, and security clearance.
The article states that the attack should be directed against anyone who
fights Islam and the Muslims, and cites as legitimate targets enemy financial,
military and media installations, in the following order: a) American targets;
b) Israeli targets; c) French targets; d) British targets; e) targets of tyrannical
regimes in Muslim lands.
According to the article, there are two ways to select a target: 1) the
potential mujahid chooses a target and describes it in detail to AQAP’s military
council, which will then cautiously examine it based on this information; 2)
AQAP’s military council will select a target, based on the potential mujahid’s
capabilities and location.
Lastly, the article instructs the aspiring mujahid to contact AQAP using Asrar
Al-Mujahideen 2, a computer encoding program. It cautions the use of every
means of security, including camouflage programs and encoded messages,
when contacting AQAP.4

4

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
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An invitation to martyrdom



A prominent contributor to jihadist Web forums calling himself Naser AlQaeda [Supporter of Al-Qaeda] offered some advice to clerics in Arab
countries that had experienced revolution. The fruits of revolution can
cautiously be reaped, he wrote. These revolutions have heralded a new reality
which, according to Naser Al-Qaeda, can be exploited by clerics to benefit the
Muslim nation. If during the days of the despots clerics feared for their lives if
they said anything the despot did not like, in the new reality this fear has
been removed. Nevertheless, Naser Al-Qaeda wrote, in the new reality, an
important question has arisen as to how best to act. For the new reality is
that the Islamists have come to power through the democratic process of
elections. Naser Al-Qaeda cautioned that clerics must still guide people on the
right path; even though the tyrannical regimes have fallen, [one must
counteract]

the

false

ideas

and

licentious

ways

they

had

spread.

Consequently, Naser Al-Qaeda offered clerics the following guidelines for the
new reality:
o

Get close to people, identify their problems and needs, express
solidarity with them, and participate in their joys and sorrows to the
extent permissible and in a way that will spread the word of Allah
[da’wa].

o

Avoid confrontation with the reigning regime. This is a time of da’wa
[proselytizing], a time of jihad by word (and not by deed). “There is no
cause to carry arms as Al-Zawahiri has advised…the residents of
Egypt”, he wrote. Rather, one must limit armed confrontation to Jews
and Americans. People do not yet understand the need to bear arms
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against the new regimes; they do not yet understand whether the new
regimes are any different from the old. At this stage, it will be difficult
to convince people to take up arms against the new regimes, even if
[the regimes] oppose the clerics. At this stage, it is best to avoid
military confrontation. However, the clerics should persuade the
people of the rightness of the Salafi-jihadist way.
o

Publish

and

disseminate

praise

of

the

mujahideen

and

their

righteousness. Rather than speaking only of their terrorist attacks, one
must show that the mujahideen care for the Muslim Nation. One must
publish rejoinders to libel against them, and contradict those who
claim the mujahideen endanger crowds of civilians.
o

One must deal fairly with people and not hurt them, while teaching
them the beliefs of the mujahideen.

o

One must teach the principle of al-walaa wal-baraa [loyalty to Muslims
and avoidance of non-Muslims], which was forgotten during the era of
despots.5

Guidebooks and Instruction Pamphlets


A member of the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen published a link to
a Palestinian video clip, in Arabic, which explains how to use someone’s
mobile phone to keep tabs on his whereabouts. The video clip also briefly
explains how to avoid being followed in this way. For example, it suggests not
using or even carrying a mobile phone while in transit.6

5
6

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic).
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Using a mobile phone as a surveillance device



The Egyptian blog, “The Mujahideen in Egypt”, affiliated with jihadist
Salafiyya, published a comprehensive guidebook titled, “The Egyptian
Encyclopedia of Explosives Assembly”. The 202-page guide is chock-full of
detailed instructions and illustrations, which are attributed to young Egyptian
Salafi-jihadist engineers.7

From an Egyptian Salafi-jihadist blog

Cyber-Jihad


A member of the jihadist Web forum Ansar Al-Mujahideen discussed the hard
disk encoding program BitLocker, which is included with the Windows 7 Disk
Operating System, which is meant to improve hard disk security. According to
the writer, BitLocker helps block hackers from infiltrating your files, thereby

7

http://ansarsharia.blogspot.co.il (Arabic).
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preventing anyone from exposing your system password or erasing your hard
disk, disabling your computer.8

The icon for Windows 7 protection

Promoting the Myth of Martyrdom


The jihadist media center Al-Sahab published the second part of the video clip
“Days with the Imam”, by Al-Qaeda leader Sheikh Ayman Al-Zawahiri. In it,
Al-Zawahiri reminisces about the experiences he shared with the late Sheikh
Osama bin Laden. He describes how Bin Laden agreed to relinquish his wealth
to promote jihad throughout the world, especially in the US.9 In the first part
of the video clip, published in mid-November 2011, Al-Zawahiri had described
the “human side” of Bin Laden, a sensitive man who cried at the death of his
friends’ relatives, and who remained close to his children despite the
complexity of his life.

Ayman Al-Zawahiri reminisces about his days with Bin Laden



In commemoration of the one-year anniversary of Osama bin Laden’s death,
the jihadist media outlet Al-Masadah published a video clip starring venerable
Jordanian Salafist Sheikh Abu Muhammad Al-Tahawi. Al-Tahawi contemplates

8
9

http://as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
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what the Americans have gained by assassinating Al-Qaeda’s first leader,
insisting that President Obama and his people will never know security. They
continue to sustain losses in Iraq and Afghanistan, they have yet to eradicate
the mujahideen, who proliferate everywhere, they have not eliminated threats
to them, they have not achieved stability and, most importantly, they have
not destroyed jihadist ideology. Al-Tahawi concludes by promising that Bin
Laden’s loyal soldiers will continue jihad.10

A message from Jordanian Salafi-jihadist Sheikh Abu Muhammad Al-Tahawi



The jihadist media center Sawt Al-Islam, which functions under the auspices
of the Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP), published a video clip titled, “Lovers of
Bin Laden 6”, in Arabic and Turkish.11

10
11

http://aljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073
www.ict.org.il | ict@idc.ac.il

9

June 2012

The Turkistan Islamic Party celebrates Bin Laden’s martyrdom

Magazines


The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published new issues of its jihadist
magazines in Arabic, English and Urdu, which cover the jihadist arena in
Afghanistan: Issue 73 for June 2012 of the Arabic-language magazine AlSomood;12 Issue 41 for June 2012 of the English-language magazine In
Fight;13 and a new issue for June 2012 of the Urdu-language magazine Nawai
Afghan Jihad.14

From l. to r., June issues of In Fight, Al-Somood, and Nawai Afghan Jihad

12

http://alsomod-iea.info (Arabic).
http://www.jhuf.net/showthread.php?15143-ISLAMI-EMIRATE-AFGHANISTAN-In-Fight41 (English.)
14
http://nawaiafghan.blogspot.co.il/ (Urdu).
13
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Reports from the Field
Afghanistan-Pakistan


The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan published a statistical report for May 2012
summarizing its activities for that month, including the number of deaths and
the property damage to its ranks and those of the enemy; a mapping of the
areas where attacks were perpetrated; and the types of attack perpetrated.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan also published a report of the alleged war
crimes of the US, NATO, and the International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) in Afghanistan.15

From the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s Web site, “Unjust Media.Com”



The jihadist media outlet Al-Emara Jihadi Studio, which functions under the
auspices of the Culture and Propaganda Committee of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, published a video clip titled, “Who Are the Collaborators?”. The
video clip shows Afghans who admit to collaborating with the enemy, and
documents terrorist attacks and acts of retaliation against the occupying
forces and their collaborators. It concludes with segments from the last
testament of a martyr.16



The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan announced the success of its attacks on
enemy checkpoints and security positions, and on the main prison in Sar-e Pol

15
16

http://theunjustmedia.com (English).
http://www.shamih1.info.vb (Arabic).
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Province. The latter led to the release of 170 mujahideen. The announcement
also cited past successes in freeing mujahideen from enemy prisons, such as
two invasions of the main prison in Kandahar: in one, 1,000 prisoners were
released,

and

in

another,

450

prisoners

were

released

through

an

underground tunnel.17


The jihadist media outlet Al-Sahab published a statement by Ahmad Farooq,
who has been identified as the spokesman for Al-Qaeda in Pakistan, and as
the man responsible for its da’wa [missionary] efforts. Farooq attacked the
Pakistani authorities for assassinating two Pakistani clerics during the past
month – Naseeb Khan and Maulana Aslam Shaykhupuri – who had taught and
supported the mujahideen. Farooq appealed to Pakistan’s people and religious
scholars, explaining that the latter could not continue to preach as long as a
US-led infidel regime was in power. Religious leaders must show support for
the mujahideen in their religious-legal rulings. They must promote the
implementation of Islamic law and the establishment of a caliphate. Madrassa
[religious school] students must use their cumulative knowledge, and sacrifice
their lives for Islam.18



The jihadist media center Studio Jundallah, which functions under the
auspices of the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), published a video clip
on the storming of Bano Prison in Pakistan in mid-April, 2012. During the
invasion, 300 Taliban fighters succeeded in entering the prison and releasing
384 prisoners.19

Iraq


During the first half of June 2012, the Islamic State of Iraq published the
following:
o

A detailed report of all (41) military actions in the southern province
between March 3 and May 18, 2012.20

o

A detailed report of all (126) military actions in the northern province
between March 24 and April 28, 2012.21

17

http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
http://aljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
19
http://aljahad.com/vb (Arabic).
20
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
21
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
18
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o

A detailed report of all (39) military actions in Baghdad between March
34 and May 22, 2012.22

o

An announcement taking responsibility for detonating a car bomb at
the Shiite Ministry of Wakf [Holy Lands] in Baghdad, in which one
mujahid was killed. The announcement noted that the Ministry of Wakf
had once been in the hands of the Sunnis, but had been transferred to
the Shiites.23

The Arabian Peninsula


In its Announcement No. 53, Al-Qaeda in the Arabian peninsula (AQAP) took
responsibility for two suicide attacks against Houthis in Sada and Al-Jawf. One
suicide attacker detonated his explosive belt while he was in a procession of
Houthis in Sada Governorate. The second suicide attacker detonated a boobytrapped car at the ‘Aisha School in Al-Jawf Governorate when it was crowded
with Houthis. Both attacks caused tens of deaths and injuries.24



Al-Malahem, the jihadist media outlet of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
(AQAP), published an audio statement by its senior member Sheikh Harith AlNadari, titled, “America in Yemen”. According to Al-Nadari, the US and its
allies continue to fight the Muslims and Islam in the Arabian Peninsula. He
was astonished, he said, that the ulama’a [religious scholars] do not react to
US attacks on the Arabian Peninsula. He called on them and other Muslims to
aid the mujahideen and repel the Americans and their allies.25

Harith Al-Nadari speaks out against the US presence in the Arabian Peninsula



Abu Zubayr Adel Al-Abab, the religious-legal authority of Al-Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), sent a “Message to the Military” in Yemen who
oppose Islamic law and its proponents rather than serving Allah. Instead of
fighting US-Western democracy, he said, the Yemeni Army was its lackey. It

22

http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
24
http://snam-s.net/vb (Arabic).
25
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
23
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does not accord with Allah’s law to fight alongside the US, he elucidated. AlAbab said he believed that Yemeni soldiers were aggrieved at Jewish control
of Palestine, but blamed them for this state of affairs, since Arab
governments were the product of a Western plot to protect Israel. These
governments oppressed those who resisted the Israeli occupation; they
recruited military personnel to fight any who opposed Israel and the US or
threatened their interests in the region. Al-Abab accused the Yemeni Army of
covering for the theft of the Muslims’ oil and gas.
Al-Abab then explained what Ansar Al-Sharia was, why it was fighting, and
what its goal was. Ansar Al-Sharia had taken it upon itself to defend Islamic
law against secular Arab governments, which favored Western and Asian plots
to subjugate their Islamic identity, steal their natural resources, conquer
Muslim lands, and exile and eradicate the Sunnis. Ansar Al-Sharia in Yemen
reminds the Muslims of their obligation to their religion and their nation. They
fight to impose Islamic law and march down the path to liberate Palestine and
all Muslim territories, to the dismay of the US and its allies. The government
of Yemen has reassured the US that it will succeed in defeating Ansar AlSharia,

banishing

them

from

large

swaths

of

Shabwah

and

Abyan

Governorates; the Yemeni government had even recruited Islamic groups,
imams, party leaders and mercenaries to the cause of fighting Ansar AlSharia, whose aim is to replace shari’a [Islamic law] with a constitution that
contravenes the laws of Allah, prepared and written in France.
Al-Abab therefore appealed to the soldiers of the Yemeni Army to relinquish
the fight against Ansar Al-Sharia, cease collaborating with the US, and stop
protecting Western interests in Yemen, as they do today.26

26

http://www.as-ansar.com/vb (Arabic).
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Abu Zubayr Adel Al-Abab speaks to the soldiers of Yemen’s Army



During the first half of June 2012, the jihadist Madad Press Agency, which is
affiliated with Ansar Al-Sharia in Yemen, published the following:
o

Additional video clips in the series “An Eye on Events”, which covers
recent developments in the Yemeni arena. Clip No. 13 focuses on an
air strike on the city of Waqar.27 Clip No. 14 covers the release of
Yemeni security forces, who were kidnapped by Ansar Al-Sharia. Clip
No. 15 focuses on the destruction of a sacred grave in one of the
villages.28

o

Its eponymous newsletters, which also cover the jihad arena in
Yemen. Newsletter No. 21 relays the comments of Sheikh Ayman AlZawahiri as to a joint US-Yemeni plot, funded by Saudi Arabia, to fight
the mujahideen in Yemen. According to the deputy consul of Saudi
Arabia, who was kidnapped in Aden about six weeks ago, the Saudi
regime spies on the mujahideen and abets the struggle against
them.29 Newsletter No. 22 addresses bogus reports that Ansar AlSharia had been defeated in a battle with Yemeni security forces. The
newsletter claimed that, on the contrary, Ansar Al-Sharia still has the
power of surprise and initiative, and still holds Abyan Governorate.

27

http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
29
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
28
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Newsletter No. 22 also addressed the assistance provided by the US
Army to Yemen in its fight against the mujahideen.30 Newsletter No.
23 discussed the increasing involvement of the US in Yemen, and the
series of defeats it had suffered at the hands of Ansar Al-Sharia.31

Madad Newsletter No. 23

o

A video clip, in which a qadi [judge] named Abu Bishr discussed the
loot captured from Yemeni security forces by Ansar Al-Sharia in early
June 2012 in Abyan Governorate and Waqar.32

o

A video-taped interview with a member of Ansar Al-Sharia at Shaddad
Fortress in Abyan Governorate. In it, the mujahid denies reports that
the Yemeni Army had taken control of the village of Shaddad near the
city of Zinjibar, and insisted that the village was under the complete
control of Ansar Al-Sharia.33

o

Two video-taped interviews with the emir of Abyan Governorate,
Sheikh Hamza Al-Zinjibari. In one, conducted by a journalist named
Abd Al-Razzaq Al-Jamal, Al-Zinjibari discusses the military cooperation

30

http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
32
http://www.shamikh1.info.vb (Arabic).
33
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
31
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between

the

US

and

the

Yemeni

Armed

Forces

against

the

mujahideen, and the battles that raged in early June between Ansar
Al-Sharia and Yemeni security forces.34 In the other, Al-Zinjibari extols
the group’s victories against Yemeni security forces, including the recapture of the “7th of October Military Base”. Al-Zinjibari insists that
reports that Ansar Al-Sharia had lost control of the base were false.35

Hamza Al-Zinjibari expounds on the achievements of Ansar Al-Sharia



A senior operative of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), Qasim AlRimi (aka Abu Hurayrah Al-San’ani), granted the London daily Al-Quds AlArabi an interview, published on June 11, 2012. Al-Rimi discussed AQAP’s
struggle against Yemeni and American forces, and the defection to AQAP of
Yemeni soldiers who had been persuaded by Al-Qaeda’s ideology.36

34

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
36
http://al-fidaa.com/vb/showthread.php?t=33951;
http://www.alquds.co.uk/index.asp?fname=today%5C11qpt974.htm&arc=data%5C2012
%5C06%5C06-11%5C11qpt974.htm
35
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Qasim Al-Rimi, aka Abu Hurayrah Al-San’ani, grants an interview to Al-Quds AlArabi

Al-Sham [Greater Syria]


During the first half of June 2012, the Al-Nusrah Front published the
following:
o

An audio statement by its leader, Al-Fatih Abu Muhammad Al-Jawlani,
titled, “Notice of an Emergency Call-up in Response to the Massacre in
Al-Houla”. Al-Jawlani discusses the terrible massacre perpetrated by
Syrian state forces against women and children in Al-Houla, and
promises that the Al-Nusrah Front and jihadists in Al-Sham will avenge
this deed.37

o

Announcement No. 10, in which it took responsibility for the execution
of 13 Syrian security personnel and shabiha [the regime’s thugs], as
revenge for the massacre in Al-Houla.38

o

Announcement No. 11, containing a detailed report of all (17) of the
attacks perpetrated by the Al-Nusrah Front against government
security installations in Aleppo.39

o

Announcement No. 12, containing a detailed report of all (21) of the
attacks perpetrated by the Al-Nusrah Front against government
security installations in Deraa between March 1 and May 5, 2012.40

37

http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
39
http://al-fidaa.com/vb (Arabic).
40
http://www.shamikh1.info/vb (Arabic).
38
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o

Announcement No. 13, taking responsibility for nine attacks in
Damascus and environs, perpetrated between May 28 and June 6,
2012, as revenge for the massacre in Al-Houla.41

o

Announcement No. 14, taking responsibility for blowing up one of the
Syrian regime’s armored vehicles.42

o

Announcement No. 15, taking responsibility for a suicide attack on
June 1, 2012 against the Al-Nayrab military base in Idlib.43

o

Announcement No. 16, taking responsibility for an attack with a
booby-trapped

car,

perpetrated

on

June

12,

2012

against

a

44

concentration of Syrian Army personnel in Hamat.
o

Announcement No. 17, taking responsibility for an ambush of Syrian
military personnel at a security checkpoint in eastern Syria.45

o

Announcement No. 18, taking responsibility for explosions at two
Syrian Army bases in Al-Muhsin, Dayr Al-Zawr Province, on June 6,
2012.46



The Islamic Press Agency Al-Hak, which covers items concerning Salafijihadists, emphasized that the popular rebellion in Syria, which had begun
peacefully, had encountered violent, armed suppression by the Alawite
regime, redolent of the Shiite desire to oppress the Sunnis. Al-Hak cites 14
facts to prove that this is an inter-ethnic war between Shiites and Sunnis,
among them that Hezbollah in Lebanon, Iran, and the Iraqi government of
Nouri Al-Maliki – all of them Shiite – are helping the Syrian regime subjugate
the country’s Sunnis.47



Given the situation in Syria, a visitor to the jihadist Web forum Al-Jihad AlAlami began a lengthy discussion, by asking whether Muslims had mistakenly
been led to think that they should take non-violent action against tyrannical
Arab regimes. This gave the regimes an advantage over their citizens, he
noted. Had they remained in power [beyond their terms of office], continuing
to kill their citizens? True, opposition factions had appealed to the UN [for
help], but meanwhile the number of civilian victims continued to grow. If
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assistance is taken from outsiders, the writer noted, [we] will be beholden to
[those outsiders], and the revolution will not succeed. Some visitors to the
forum concurred with these comments, and pondered the appeals for foreign
aid against tyrannical regimes. This was what had happened with NATO and
the West in Libya, they noted, and it had destroyed that country. All the West
wants is for the Muslims to be weak, so it can rule them. Another Web surfer
wondered whether these comments weren’t really a criticism of the
mujahideen and the rebels, who would take whatever help they could get to
gain the upper hand. He asked whether Islamic law allowed Muslims to accept
assistance from non-Muslims during an armed struggle, and added that he
felt the main problem at present was that the Muslims were divided amongst
themselves. Muslim countries fight each other and deceive each other, and
even wage actual battle. To succeed, the Muslim Nation must work together,
he concluded. Yet another contributor agreed with his comments, explaining
that the peoples who had rebelled after long decades of injustice, such as
those in Egypt and Syria, had tried to banish the tyrants unarmed. It would
be better to support them than to criticize them, he wrote. The writer who
started the thread thanked him for these comments, and added that no one
organization or group was responsible for a revolution, and so should not
claim

responsibility

for

a

revolution’s

success.

He

noted

that

some

organizations remained silent until they knew which side was winning, others
never offered assistance or intervention, and still others chose to hide. But
now, given the success of the revolution(s), all of the organizations were
competing among themselves to join in. The supervisor of Al-Jihad Al-Alami
commented that Al-Qaeda under Ayman Al-Zawahiri had been the first to
support the Arab revolutions. Al-Zawahiri, he wrote, had urged the rebels to
press on, and from this they had derived much encouragement.48


The supervisor of the jihadist Web forum Hanein wrote a lengthy treatise on
the suffering of the Sunnis in Syria under the regime of President Bashar AlAssad. He complained that Arab and international human rights advocates
had remained silent. We should practice “an eye for an eye”, he wrote: if the
regime kills women and children, then its women and children should be
killed. However, he added, if Muslim honor had been debased, Islamic law
prohibits a response in kind: that is, it is forbidden to dishonor those who
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have dishonored the Muslims. “An eye for an eye”, he elucidated, is meant to
be a deterrent and a threat. Some claim that Islam forbids the killing of
women and children; to this one must respond by saying that it is permissible
to kill women and children under the proper conditions. For example, if the
infidel has killed Muslim women and children, then Muslims may kill infidel
women and children. But the minute the [infidel, or the regime] ceases killing
women and children – Muslims must do the same. The supervisor anchored
his comments in the rulings of prominent Muslim religious scholars. He noted
that some religious-legal rulings permit the killing of Jewish women and
children because the Jews have stolen Palestine; some would even claim that
the crime of the Jews is greater than that of the Syrian regime. To this, he
wrote, one must respond as follows: since the Syrian regime has [also] stolen
the state and power, one must respond in kind, “an eye for an eye”. The
crimes of the regime are greater than the crimes of the Jews, wrote the
supervisor; the Jews have dealt kindly with the Palestinians, compared to the
way the Syrian regime has dealt with its citizens. According to the supervisor,
the Jews have not raped women and children, as has the Syrian regime; they
have not slaughtered Palestinians, as the regime has slaughtered [Syrian
civilians]. Some visitors to Hanein disagreed with its supervisor, despite his
having cited religious-legal rulings to support his argument. They claimed that
the principle “an eye for an eye” caused more harm than good, and that
killing Alawite-Shiite children would not end the crimes of the regime. The
mujahideen should instead fight the Syrian Army and its weapons…increasing
desertions until the Alawites abandon the regime. Other forum visitors
seconded this opinion, adding that the media and the enemies [of Islam]
would only exploit the killing of women and children against the Muslims. In
fact, the regime of President Assad was waiting for this to happen, they
claimed, so that it could blame “terrorist organizations” for the revolution in
Syria. “An eye for an eye” will not stop the crimes of the regime, they echoed.
Nevertheless, the supervisor stuck to his opinion, and opposed the comments
of these visitors, noting that the kidnapping of Alawite women had indeed
brought a halt to the kidnapping of Sunni women.49


The jihadist media outlet Al-Fajr published an audio statement titled, "The
Government of Saudi Arabia and the Prevention of Philanthropic Donations"
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by Sheikh Majid Bin Muhammad Al-Majid, a senior member of the Lebanese
Salafi-jihadist Abdallah Azzam Brigades. Al-Majid praises the fundraising
campaign throughout the Arab world on behalf of the persecuted Syrian
people, even as he denounces the attempts of certain Arab regimes to
interfere with the receipt of donations to this campaign.50


Sheikh Al-Tahawi, a senior Salafi-jihadist in Jordan, accused the Syrian
regime and the Baath Party of committing crimes against the Syrian citizenry
and of conspiring with the West and Israel. For example, he blamed the
Syrian regime for maintaining a peaceful border with Israel, and for having
ignored the massacre at Sabra and Shatilla in the First Lebanon War. AlTahawi’s comments were published by the jihadist media outlet Al-Masadah.51



On June 14, 2012, a first announcement was published by a new Palestinian
Salafi-jihadist group calling itself the “Palestinian Taliban Movement”. The
group emphasized that it was a Palestinian group of jihadists, whose goal was
to implement Islamic law. The group stated that it had been established on
September 1, 2009, and that it was not affiliated with any other group.52

The logo of the Palestinian Taliban

Abu Al-Walid Al-Maqdisi


During early May 2012, jihadist Web forums began an intensive propaganda
campaign mitigating for the release of Sheikh Abu Walid Al-Maqdisi. AlMaqdisi, considered the emir of the Palestinian Salafi-jihadist group Al-Tawhid
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wal-Jihad, has been incarcerated in a Jordanian prison since 2009. The
following indicate that the campaign continues:
o

The jihadist media outlet Al-Masadah published an announcement by
Sheikh Abu Saad Al-Amili titled, “Things of the Future Regarding
Assistance to Sheikh Abu Al-Walid”.53

o

The jihadist media outlet Al-Masadah published “An Announcement of
Support and Assistance by the People of the Oneness of Allah [Tawhid]
as Part of the Campaign to Promote the Release of Sheikh Abu AlWalid Al-Maqdisi”.54

o

The jihadist media outlet Ibn Taymiyyah published a video clip in
which Kamal Muammar is shown praising Sheikh Abu Al-Walid AlMaqdisi. Muammar, a friend of Al-Maqdisi, was killed by Israeli forces
while he was busy firing missiles at Israeli territory.55

Africa
The Maghreb [North Africa]


Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) announced the death of the German
captive Edgar Fritz Raupach in Nigeria. On May 31, 2012, Nigerian security
forces stormed a suspected terrorist den, apparently unaware that Raupach
was being held there. Raupach was apparently killed by his abductors when
they realized that they themselves were not going to escape alive. In light of
this development, AQIM wished to clarify the following:
o

Responsibility for the execution of the German hostage rests with the
German government. “The military raid was the cause of his death and
your government is the one that gave it the green light. You should
therefore ask for an inquest to determine who committed this crime”.

o

The governments of Europe must realize that attempts to free
hostages are doomed to failure, and ultimately lead to the death of the
hostages and of many soldiers. This is not the way to bring about their
release.

o

The German government must understand that continuing to abuse
the rights of the Muslims in Germany, and to damage their holy places
in and outside of Germany, will result in harm to the citizens of
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Germany. It would be best for the German government to mend its
ways

and

its

treatment

of

the

Muslims

–

lest

it

bear

the

56

consequences.

The jihadist media institution Al-Qayrawan published an article by a writer



calling himself Ridhwan 18, which discussed the tension between those trying
to bolster the secular nature of Tunisian society and those wishing to
strengthen its Islamic character.57
A member of the jihadist Web forum Shumukh Al-Islam posted photographs



of Salafi-jihadist military forces in Libya. According to the contributor, the
photographs of this “Islamic Army”, as he called it, are meant to rouse the
Muslim brothers who yet bend under the oppressive weight of the despots
and tyrants. It is worth noting that the end of his thread is adorned by the
logo of a relatively new jihadist media outlet calling itself Himam, which most
likely represents the Salafi-jihadists in Libya.58

The signs atop the cars say, “Calling for war between democracy and Islam
equals calling for war between Christians and Muslims”; and “Islam is above all
considerations, it is not a matter of choice”



The jihadist media institution Al-Qayrawan, affiliated with Ansar Al-Sharia in
Tunisia, reported “signs of the enmity toward Islam and the Muslims in
Tunisia”. Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia then denounced this contempt for the
Prophet Muhammad, the Qur’an, Muhammad’s wives, and other principles
sacred to Islam. According to Islam, the report stated, anyone who dishonors
the Prophet Muhammad must be executed. Ansar Al-Sharia in Tunisia asked
the ulama’ [religious scholars] to show leadership and denounce this trend.
The enemies of Allah, it warned, would ultimately pay for their crimes.59
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A prominent contributor to jihadist Web forums who calls himself redouane18
discussed the transformation of the Azwad region of northern Mali into an
Islamic Emirate. Redouane18 reported that the war in the Sahel and the
Sahara were continuing despite the recent conquest of Azwad, since the
“powers that be”, guided by a Jewish-Crusader ethos, do not look kindly on
the return of Islam to the region, and wish to halt this trend. Crusader efforts,
led by France and the US, to induce neighboring countries to intervene in Mali
can already be felt “on the ground”, as witnessed by the intention of Algerian
forces to fight in the Sahara on behalf of the Crusaders. Algeria’s decision to
close the border with Mali both disregards the suffering of Muslim refugees
and promotes the interests of the West; it constitutes a declaration of war
against the Muslims and the Emirate of Azwad. One must therefore aid the
mujahideen in Azwad and fight the Americans.60

Egypt


Jihadist Web forums featured responses to the sentence passed on former
President Mubarak, senior members of his regime, and his sons. Former
President Mubarak and the former Minister of the Interior were sentenced to
life in prison, while the overthrown president’s sons and other erstwhile senior
officials were acquitted. Web surfers protested the acquittals, fearing that
these would endanger the revolution in Egypt. They added that Mubarak’s
“life imprisonment” sentence was not a real prison sentence, and urged
revenge against those who had shed Muslim blood. Some Web surfers wrote
that Egypt’s judicial system was controlled by the Supreme Council of the
Armed Forces (SCAF). Visitors to the Web forum Hanein disagreed as to
whether the sentences would play into the hands of the Muslim Brotherhood
or benefit the former prime minister, Ahmed Shafik, in his bid for president in
the second round of voting.61



The jihadist media outlet Al-Bayyan, which functions under the auspices of AlTalia Al-Salafiyyah Al-Mujahidah in Egypt, published a video clip titled, “The
Activities of the Jihadists in Qa’id Ibrahim Square on Monday, June 4, 2012:
With the Participation of Sheikh Ahmad Ashush”.62
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An announcement of the activities of Salafi-jihadists in Qa’id Ibrahim Square



A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Hanein, apparently from Iraq, asked the
Egyptians why their revolution had been appropriated. Where had the
millions, who had thronged the squares and sacrificed dead and injured,
gone? Why had secular people taken over the revolution? Why was the
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces (SCAF) still in control of the country?
The forum visitor also wondered why a member of the previous regime,
Ahmed Shafik, was still trying to take over Egypt. He wondered why the
Salafists, Islamists and jihadists had “disappeared” and failed to stand up to
the oppressors. Another Web surfer noted that parliaments and elections
were the way of the infidel – not the way of Islam. He claimed that the
revolution had not been appropriated, but rather that it had turned toward
concessions meant to buy the sympathy of Egypt’s Copts. Another Web surfer
responded by writing in defense of the Copts’ rights, explaining that in Islam’s
past, Jews and Christians – whom he called “brothers” [of the Muslims] – had
held senior positions [in government] commensurate with their knowledge
without converting to Islam, and had paid a tax [jiziya] to the Muslims. The
very call to boycott political events and elections, he claimed, encouraged the
survivors of the old regime to win as many votes as possible. This writer was
pelted with harsh criticism for his comments, as other Web surfers wrote in to
say that Jews and Christians were not “brothers”, they were infidels; even the
Shiites, who purported to be Muslims, were infidels. One writer took umbrage
at the use of the word “brother”, stressing that one could not call an infidel
“brother”.63
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Somalia


The Somali jihadist Web forum Al-Qimmah announced that between June 5th
and 12th, 2012, Web surfers would be able to send questions to an open
forum with Sheikh Abu Salman Hassan Hussein Adam, a prominent Somali
religious scholar. Adam would send his answers at a later date.64

Somali Sheikh Abu Salman Hassan Hussein Adam



A member of the Web forum Al-Jihad Al-Alami reported that Sheikh Abu
Salman had been arrested by Kenyan forces on suspicion of being the mufti of
Al-Qaeda in East Africa.65

Nigeria


The Nigerian group Boko Haram took responsibility on June 10, 2012 for two
terrorist attacks against two churches: one in Jos, the capital of Plateau State
in central Nigeria, and one in Borno State in northeastern Nigeria. The attacks
led to the deaths of at least five people and the injury of tens more.66

The Caucasus


During the first two weeks of June 2012, the blog Kavkaz Jihad published a
number of announcements about the deliberate closure of key Caucasian Web
portals by the KGB – ordered, according to the blog, by Vladimir Putin
himself. The “onslaught” began on June 6th, with an attack on the prominent
Web portal Kavkaz Center, which remained inactive for an entire week. It
continued with attacks on other well-known portals and their Twitter feeds.67
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Only on June 13th did Kavkaz Jihad announce that it was possible to again use
these portals.68 Despite this announcement, key portals such as Valiat
Dagestan are still inactive as of this writing.


The Web site Valiat Dagestan reported violent

clashes between the

mujahideen of Tsebari Province and Russian forces in the vicinity of two
schools. During the clashes the schools were burned down – a particularly
disturbing outcome, given that this had transpired on International Children’s
Day.69


The blog Kavkaz Jihad published a video clip that originated on the site Valiat
Dagestan. The clip shows a brief prayer to Allah to defeat the enemies of
jihad, as well as an appeal to Allah by the mujahideen of Kizlyar Province to
help them, punish the enemies of Islam, dismantle the Russian Army, and
destroy the Jews.70

The West and Elsewhere


A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Al-Jihad Al-Alami related that the Belgian
police had severely beaten a Muslim woman who was wearing the full face
veil [hijab and niqab]. He reported that the police had forcibly removed the
woman’s veil and her cloak [jilbab]; she was beaten so severely, he claimed,
that she needed to be hospitalized. He urged Web surfers not to remain silent
in the face of such behavior, and uploaded a YouTube video clip in which
someone calling himself Abu Omran – The Lion of Belgium described the
incident, in French. The YouTube video was later removed from the Internet.
One Web surfer responded that because of these events, Belgium had entered
“the circle of danger”, as he called it.71



The Web site ansarul-aseer, which apparently functions under the auspices of
the German Salafi-jihadist group Millat Ibrahim, published a message in
German from Sheikh Abu Hajar Al-Iraqi, a founder of Al-Qaeda. Al-Iraqi was
arrested on September 16, 1998 in Germany, and extradited to the US on
December 20, 1998. He has been in a California prison since his sentencing
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for having taken part in a series of deadly attacks on US embassies in
Tanzania and Kenya. In the message, Al-Iraqi complained about his harsh
prison conditions and humiliating treatment.72


A Web surfer related an incident that took place in April, 2012, involving a
Muslim family from Libya living in Britain. On the alleged suspicion of neglect,
the children were removed from the parents’ care. According to the
contributor, the children had been placed with a Christian family, and were
vulnerable to becoming alienated from their Muslim identity. He felt that this
was deliberate, an intended affront to Islam. The contributor solicited the
opinions of venerated religious scholars in Libya and the Muslim world, adding
that the parents had become ill as a result of this turn of events. Another Web
surfer was indignant about the incident, and called the British authorities
“wantonly malicious”. He asked Muslims in Britain to help [the family].73



The Algerian newspaper Al-Shuruq published an interview with a British
woman convert to Islam, who had come from London to Mali with her family
to join jihad. She related that more than 80 European women had come to
Mali to carry out suicide attacks against the West. Web surfers responded to
this interview by praising the woman’s actions. One contributor wrote that
men should take an example from these women, especially as the
commandment of jihad was not imposed on women. In fact, he wrote, women
should leave the fighting to the mujahideen (men), and see to raising the
children and cultivating a [new] generation of mujahideen. Another Web
surfer wrote that terrorist attacks in the heart of Western countries were valid
whether perpetrated by “a woman, a man, a child, an elderly person, a
fighter, or a defenseless person, for is not ‘an eye for an eye’ just?”; he added
that jihad was an obligatory commandment for every able-bodied Muslim,
man or woman. Yet another contributor cited the religious-legal ruling of
Sheikh Abu Basir Al-Tartusi against suicide attacks in which a Muslim kills
himself, and in favor of attacks that tormented the enemy (such as infiltrating
enemy ranks) – attacks in which the Muslim would be killed by the enemy
and not die by his own hand. This contributor was attacked for his support of
[Al-Tartusi’s] ruling, but remained firm in his opinion.74
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Women and Jihad


A virtual workshop for women called Hafidhat Salafiyyah published an article
titled, “[The Prophet Muhammad] Cried for Us. Will We Not Help Him Revive
His Sunnah?!”. According to the article, modern Muslims should model their
behavior on that of the Prophet Muhammad, which should be widely taught
and disseminated.75



The jihadist media outlet Al-Fajr published a letter by Umaymah, a wife of
Sheikh Ayman Al-Zawahiri, titled, “To Muslim Women After the Revolutions”.
Umaymah offers comfort to women who lost their husbands and sons in the
revolutions that swept the Arab world, writing that the overthrow of tyrannical
regimes and the end of oppression are a bright spot, meant to gladden
everyone. Umaymah then extends her support to all of the Muslim women
who participated in the revolutions, adding “my legacy to you, my sisters, is
that you educate your children to love jihad and the martyr’s death, and
impress upon them the love of Islam and of death”.
According to Umaymah, Jerusalem is [Islam’s] main problem and must be
solved immediately – that is, liberated, along with all of the territory of
Palestine. She calls on Muslim women to spurn fashion and Western culture
and insist on wearing the hijab [veil] at all times, as do the women of Tunisia:
“The veil is the Muslim woman’s identity. The West wants to uproot it, and
leave Muslim

women

with no identity”. Umaymah

also stresses the

importance of implementing shari’a [Islamic law]. Lastly, she tells Muslim
women to urge their husbands and sons to work for the release of Muslim
women prisoners like the wife of Abu Hamza Al-Muhajir, head of the Islamic
State of Iraq, and the wives of Sheikh Osama bin Laden.76


A member of the jihadist Web forum Al-Fida appealed to the forum’s
members and visitors to launch an online propaganda campaign calling for
the released of Um Al-Rabab Haila Al-Qassir, a 47-year-old Saudi Arabian
woman who was arrested by Saudi security force in a March 2010 raid on
three terrorist cells. Al-Qassir, who is suspected of funding Al-Qaeda’s
activities and recruiting women to the organization, has been in a Saudi
prison for the past two years. A senior member of Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula (AQAP) named Al-Shahri called Al-Qassir a very senior member of
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Al-Qaeda;

he

threatened

extensive

retaliation

[for

her

arrest

and

incarceration] – particularly the abduction of Saudi princes and ministers. AlQassir was sentenced to 15 years in prison and her daughter was taken away
from her; she recently began a hunger strike. The Al-Fida member who
recommended starting the propaganda campaign suggested designing and
publishing banners of Al-Qassir that would touch Muslims’ hearts.77

An appeal to free Um Al-Rabab Haila Al-Qassir from a Saudi prison

Miscellaneous


A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Hanein suggested ways of reducing the
drone strikes that were killing mujahideen, and of creating deterrence against
them. For example, he suggested selling American drones that had been
downed by mujahideen internationally, as many people would love to get
their hands on any aircraft with advanced technology that had been used by
the US army. According to the contributor, North Korea, China and Pakistan,
and perhaps even Brazil, Argentina, Russia, Egypt and India were all likely to
show interest. Another Web surfer seconded this suggestion, noting that
mujahideen in Afghanistan had downed a drone in early June and were hiding
it someplace safe. A different contributor recommended presenting the idea to
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mujahideen who were experts in trying to expose or impede the drones, and
only then to sell them, for example, to China or Russia.78


A visitor to the jihadist Web forum Hanein related a hadith [saying of the
Prophet or his apostles] citing the prohibition against shedding Muslim blood.
Another Web surfer responded that the hadith indeed applied to [shedding
the blood of] Muslims – but not to [shedding the blood of] rulers who had
strayed from Islam; soldiers fighting Islam under a Crusader banner; and an
infidel Shiite whom one must fight and kill, for defaming the Prophet, his
apostles and all Muslims. Yet another contributor argued with the first, and
was supported by a Web surfer who asked the forum’s administrators and
members not to respond to the threads of “American agents”.79



The opening of a new jihadist Web forum was announced: Hisad Al-Jihad [The
Fruits

of

Jihad],

with

the

following

url:

http://hassadalmojahideen.net/vb/index.php.80

The banner of the new jihadist Web forum Hisad Al-Jihad



Web surfers criticized the United Arab Emirates (UAE) for letting Madonna
perform

there,

saying

it

had

become

a

den

of

licentiousness

and

traitorousness. Moreover, Madonna had spoken out against Islam and had
earned millions of dollars from her performance, while Muslims in Somalia,
Palestine and Syria hadn’t the money to buy a loaf of bread.81

Reaction to Reports of the Assassination of Abu Yaha Al-Libi


Web surfers did not believe reports of the death of Abu Yahya Al-Libi, claiming
that it was a tried and true intelligence tactic. They called for continued attack
of Allah’s enemies. Some noted that the Pakistani Taliban had denied the
death of Al-Libi, reporting that although his car had been hit and his driver
and bodyguard injured, he himself had survived unscathed. Additional Web
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surfers urged their fellows not to rely on the Western media, whose false
news items were meant to discredit Islam and [unwittingly] help the infidel.
Slandering the mujahideen by calling them “terrorists”, for example, was also
decried by Hanein’s supervisor.82

Twitter


A Web surfer identified as a prominent visitor to Al-Ansar announced that
another prominent contributor to jihadist Web forums, Asad Al-Jihad2, who
faithfully toes the jihadist line and whose posts gain significant media
attention, had opened a Twitter account on June 3, 2012. According to the
writer, Twitter is a very important arena of private and public communication,
making it possible to reach additional populations and to break down barriers
erected by the enemy. Twitter already serves the enemy; presidents,
[government] ministers and religious scholars use it to directly contact the
public. This is why Asad Al-Jihad2 has opened a Twitter feed, he wrote, in the
hope of encouraging other mujahideen who promote jihadist propaganda to
do so. Asad Al-Jihad2’s Twitter feed is: https://twitter.com/#!/AsadAljehad2. This
was confirmed by Asad Al-Jihad2 himself on Al-Ansar, one of whose
supervisors noted that he, too would now have to open a Twitter account.83



In early June 2012, the Spear of Islam Brigades, a Salafi-jihadist group active
in Iraq, announced on the jihadist Web forum Sunam that it had begun
additional propaganda efforts via Twitter.84

The logo of the Iraqi Spear of Islam Brigade
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