June 2011
Periodical Review: Summary of Information from
the Jihadi Forums
The Second Half of March 2011
This report summarizes the most prominent events brought up in the Jihadi
online forums in the second half of March 2011. Following are the main issues
raised in this report:
•

Senior Al-Qaeda members and writers on Jihadist forums address the events
in Libya and express their support for the rebels.

•

The 5th issue of the Jihadist “Inspire” magazine is published.

•

Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula declares the Abyan Province in south
Yemen as an “Islamic Emirate”.

•

A report claiming the leader of the Islamic Emirate in the Caucasus, Dokka
Umarov, has been eliminated

•

New social groups supporting global Jihad are opening their own pages on
Facebook.
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New publications
Ideology
•

The “Al-Fajr” Jihadist media institute published a 33 page booklet titled
“Pious Learned Men and the March of Victory” by Sheikh Abu Yahya Al-Libi.1
Al-Libi provides moral support for the rebels against Muammar Gaddafi's
regime, claiming that despite the hardships in their path they will eventually
stand victorious. This prediction, he claims, is founded on the Prophet
Muhammad's experiences and on Quranic verses and Hadiths.

•

The “Al-Fajr” Jihadist media institute published a 61 page booklet titled
“Forty [Hadtihs] Praising the Martyr's Death and a Request for Good Deeds”
by Sheikh Abu Yahya Al-Libi. The book's introduction was written by Sheikh
Atiyyah Allah, an Al-Qaeda's senior leadership member.2

1
2
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•

The GIMF presented an essay titled “The Islamic-Zionist/Crusader Conflict –
The True Face of the Conflict” by Abd Al-Majid Abd Al-Majed, an Al-Qaeda
Shura Council member who holds a magister degree in Islamic Research.3

•

The “Jihadi Media Elite” institute published a 13 page booklet titled
“Milestones in the Change Revolutions” by Gharib Sabr Faraj.4 The author
counts off 10 main characteristics of the popular revolt waves against
presiding regimes, such as: (a) the wave of revolutions in the Middle-East is
directed against tyranny, corruption and expresses the people's wish for a

3
4
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decent livelihood; (b) no one group of party are behind the revolutions, but
rather they stem from God's will, wishing to end the cycle of corruption; (c)
the negative impact the presiding governments have on the nation. This is
expressed, for example, in the abolition of Sharia law and replacing it with
the heretics' law, with corruption, by spreading obscene innovations that do
not complement the Sharia, etc; (d) the tyrants and the legitimacy to
govern. The people wish to overthrow the presiding governments because of
their inherent corruption, the mistaken following of the West and more. The
legitimacy a ruler's government depends first and foremost on whether he
implements Sharia law over his subjects; (e) the revolutions against Israel's
allies work against it, as Israel must now bear alone the burden of its
security. Therefore, the revolutions must continue as they are “the only way
to liberate Al-Aqsa and the holy places”.

Instructional and Guidance Publications
•

The “Jihadi Media Elite” institute published a book titled “First Aid… At the
Jihad Theaters: First Book” (45 pages) by Dr. Qasem Abbas Al-Zahrawi.5 The
book offers methods of coping with emergency situations requiring first aid,
such as treating sun stroke, burns, etc.
The author's name is probably a nom de plume, in honor of the famous tenth
century physician who wrote medical texts which were a common feature in
European and Arab libraries up to the Renaissance.

5
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Promoting the Myth of the Shahid
•

The “Al-Ma'asada” Jihadist media institute published a video titled “The
Immigrants to Allah”.6 The video emphasizes the value of a martyr's death
for Allah.

•

The “Al-Ansar” media institute published a video titled “The Courageous is
Protected and the Coward is Abandoned”. The publication contains heroic
stories of a Jihad group in the Iraqi city of Kirkuk. The group numbers no
more than five and has sacrificed its life for Allah when facing the American
enemy.7

6
7

http://www.shamikh1.net/vb
http://al-jahafal.com/vb

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073
ict@idc.ac.il | www.ict.org.il

5

June 2011
Magazines
The “Al-Malahem” institute published the 5th issue of “Inspire” magazine

•

titled “The Tsunami of Change”.8
Following is a summary of the magazine's contents:
-

This issue focuses on the recent turmoil in Muslim countries. As in
previous issues, it makes use of materials published earlier on Jihadist
forums and media outlets. The material chosen for this issue relates to
uprisings in general and not to current events. Two exclusive articles and
editorials do relate to current events. Samir Kahn, the magazine's
publisher, who has no military training, combat experience or religious
standing within the radical community, allows himself great literary
freedom, thus raising questions as to the involvement of official AQAP
leadership in the magazine's publication. The regularity and fixed intervals
in which the magazine is issued may suggest that the operation is run by
Anwar Al-Awlaki and Samir Kahn without the interference or guidance of
the AQAP leadership. It should also be noted that as of the 5th issue, the
editors have not obtained an exclusive interview or article from Al-Qaeda
central, which could indicate the lack of contact between the regions. That
being said, the magazine still sheds light on the ideology and thought
process of the AQAP organization.

-

This 5th issue of “Inspire” brings the reader a few articles by known AlQaeda ideologues and leaders such as Abu Mus’ab Al-Suri, Abu Yahya AlLibi, Anwar Al-Awlaki, Abu Muhammad Al-Maqdisi, Abu Hurairah, Dr.
Ayman Al-Zawahiri and Ibrahim Al-Rubaish. The magazine also maintains
its format with a Q&A section, responses and reactions from followers and

8
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the Western media as well as it’s “Open Source Jihad” section which
focuses again on the AK-47. The magazine also includes several inciting
adverts and propaganda material which seems to diminish the seriousness
of the writings, which could point to the free hand enjoyed by Samir Kahn.
-

In the issue's introduction by Yahya Ibrahim, the presumed editor, reacts
to the protests sweeping the Arab world, emphasizing the bond between
the overthrown leaderships and the West. it also makes reference to
Palestine and to marching on to Al-Aqsa. it further states that the
revolutions are a positive change, without specifying the reasons. In the
'Questions to the magazine' section, questions are seemingly posed in a
manner made to challenge the legitimacy of the magazine. Both questions
and responses are written in a similar manner using the same terminology
thereby raising questions as to the section's validity. However, reading
into the responses, it is evident that the authors feel the need to justify
their actions to potential readers. There is also widespread use of Islamic
terms associated with radical ideology, such as Takfir and Fard ’ayn, as
well as issues pertaining to the use of modernization by Al-Qaeda which
may be seen as contradictory to Al-Qaeda's values. It should be noted
that the author of the response is recommending Jihadist operations in the
West, or rather, in the country of residence for those seeking Jihad, as
opposed to joining the countries of Jihad such as Yemen and Somalia. This
preaching is in accordance with Abu Mus’ab Al-Suri's ideology, a point
emphasized by the author. It should also be noted that this is somewhat
contradictory to Ayman Al-Zawahiri’s preaching which calls for the joining
of the Mujahideen in the lands of Jihad (mentioned on page 35 as the
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second half of his long term plan). The authors, by calling for more
questions, are trying imply that Anwar Al-Awlaki is behind the Q&A.
-

The 5th issue makes use of previous publications, amongst which are Abu
Yahya Al-Libis’s “The Middle Path and the Enemy’s Plot” taken from “The
Middle Way of Islam and the Middle Way of Defeat”; Abu Mus’ab Al-Suri's
writings on individual terrorism, Jihad and resistance; Dr. Ayman AlZawahiri’s “The short and long-term plans after protests” which was
published on 2007 by the “As-Sahab” media institute under the title “The
advice of one concerned” as well as his “The overlooked backdrop” which
was taken from “The message of hope and joy to our families in Egypt 3”,
published by the “As-Sahab” media institute on March 2011. Other pieces
previously published were “The way Forward” by Abu Suhail (part of
‘Confessions of an Economic Hit-Man’) which relates to the Egyptian
revolution in the context of Al-Qaeda and the fall of the tyrants, Ibrahim
Al-Rubaish’s “Al-Saud: Lodging a criminal” which was published earlier
this year by the “Al-Malahem” media institute as part of “Ben Ali and Ibn
Saud” and relates to Saudi-Arabia harboring Tunisia’s ousted president.

-

Other regular sections, “Why did I choose Al-Qaeda” and “Jihad Stories”,
were dedicated to the life of a Mujahid in Fallujah, Iraq, aimed at inspiring
other Muslims to join the global Jihad effort. In his editorial, Samir Kahn
targets the Egyptian people and urges them to search for their identity,
claiming that the Egyptians' goal was not just to overthrow the corrupt
regime, but also to serve Allah.

-

In his article, Anwar Al-Awlaki opens with a lengthy narration of the
reasons behind the fall of the Muslim regimes, with an emphasis on Egypt,
from the perspective of an Islamist. He then goes on to describe the

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073
ict@idc.ac.il | www.ict.org.il

8

June 2011
reaction of Western leaders to the changes by pointing to their confusion
and fear. In his view, the immediate outcome and direction of the
revolutions is not of immediate importance as long as the Islamic
movements receive the long awaited and needed freedoms. Al-Awlaki also
points to the importance of the Egyptian Islamic movements in setting the
basis for today’s Jihadist ideology. Al-Awlaki than focuses on other
countries susceptible to uprisings and to the fact that the United States
would have to choose between abandoning its allies and abandoning
freedom. He further attempts to discredit the West’s intelligence analysis
by indicating that the Mujahideen are active in all countries in the region.
He ends the article by stating that the current events hold vast
opportunities for Islamic movements around the world. It should be
mentioned that in the article there is an indication that it was written prior
to the 15th of February, the beginning of hostilities in Libya, as Al-Awlaki
only mentions it as a “potential” location for an uprising.
-

In the interview conducted with Abu Huraira, the military commander of
Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, several issues are discussed, among
them the multiple fronts the organization is fighting, targeting the Saudis,
current operations and the Western front. In regards to the multiple
fronts, Huraira cites the Quran and states that due to their disunity, it is
easier to do so. Huraira further states the legitimacy of targeting the
Saudi government as it supports the war on pure Islam and is used as a
shield for the US and Israel. He further dismisses President Obama’s claim
that terrorists kill more Muslims than Americans do, as those Muslims
killed have betrayed Islam and therefore are not considered pure Muslims.
He also makes reference to WikiLeaks as proof of the involvement of the
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corrupt regimes in the fight against Islam. Abu Huraira praises those
waging Jihad in the West and explains their actions as a reaction to the
killing of Muslims in occupied lands such Afghanistan and Yemen. He also
makes reference to the importance of the “Inspire” magazine and
announces that there will be a new section on military training.
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Reports from the field
Afghanistan - Pakistan

•

The “Jund Allah” media institute, operating on behalf of the Uzbekistan
Islamic

movement,

published

a

video

titled

“The

Uzbekistan

Islamic

Movement in Afghanistan: Part Five”.9

•

The “Hanein” Jihadist forum reported that the Taliban spokesperson, Dhabih
Allah Mujahid, has claimed responsibility for the abduction of 50 Afghan
policemen in the Kunar Province.10

The Arabian Peninsula
•

The “Al-Ma'asada” Jihadist media institute published an article by Abu AlHassan Al-Azdi directed at the people of Bahrain.11 According to the author,
Saudi Arabia's military intervention in Bahrain stems not from a desire to
protect the Sunni population, but rather from a desire to protect the Saudi
Kingdom's interest, which is first and foremost their throne. For example, in
the Qatif region in Saudi-Arabia, populated by Shiites, gradual liberty was
recently given the Shiite by the authorities in order to maintain stability. The
Arabian Peninsula rulers are depicted as the protectors of the Shiites and

9
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therefore cannot protect the Sunni population. Their voice is not heard while
the Sunni population in Iran, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq is being oppressed by
the Shiites and the Alawis. Therefore, the Sunni population has to prepare for
the upcoming wars.
•

The “Hanein” Jihadist forum reported, from reports in the Arab media, that
the security forces in the south of Yemen have arrested the Al-Qaeda leader
in the Abyan Province, Khalid Said Batrafi, aged 36.12 Furthermore, the
forum reports that Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula has declared the Abyan
Province in southern Yemen to be an Islamic Emirate. The declaration of the
province as an Islamic Emirate was broadcast on local radio.13

The Maghreb
•

The “Al-Andalus” media institute published an audio segment titled “Aid to
the Liberators: the descendants of Omar Al-Mukhtar” by Sheikh Abu Musab
Al-Wadud, Al-Qaeda's emir in the Islamic Maghreb.14
Al-Wadud praises the rebels against Gaddafi's regime and warns them of the
West true intentions, aspiring to exploit Libya's resources, especially the oil.
He accuses the US and NATO of hypocrisy and claims they are the root of all
evil. Therefore, the rebels must prevent American presence in the region.
Al-Wadud also pointed to the alliance formed between Arab leaders in order
to thwart the revolutions. Thus, for example, Algeria's regime has closed his
country's border with Libya to prevent any support or aid for the revolution;
the Saudi regime provided political sanctuary to members of Gaddafi's
regime and secretly joined the U.S in trying to foil the revolutions; and

12
13
14
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recently, the Moroccan ruler has also went against the Libyan people by
recruiting fighters to combat them.
Al-Wadud further suggests that the rebels unite behind the leaders of the
revolution, who adhere to the Islamic religion.

•

The “As-Sahab” Jihadist media institute published a video titled “Greetings to
our People in Libya” by Sheikh Atiyyah Allah, a senior member of Al-Qaeda's
leadership.15 He praises those rebelling against Gaddafi's rule in Libya.
According to him, the next necessary step following Gaddafi's era will be an
Islamization of the country, meaning – the implementation of the Sharia. He
also calls to Muslims to discourage the U.S. and Europe from interfering in
the country's affairs.

15
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•

The “Shumukh Al-Islam”, “Ansar Al-Mujahideen” and the “Atahadi” Jihadi
forums, and the “Al-Yaqin”, “Al-Ma'asada” Jihadist media institutes and the
“Minbar Al-Ansar” chat room, published a shared message titled: “To Our
Citizens in Libya”.16
The message contains a warning to the people of Libya to beware of the
West's plot regarding Libya. The West's intervention in Libya stems from its
wish to ensure its interests in the region, considered to be an important and
strategic location for it. In the era following Gaddafi, the West is interested in
the rise of a friendly regime that will protect the West's interest in the region.
This plot has already succeeded many times in the past, such as in Pakistan
and Saudi-Arabia.
In Pakistan, for example, the British authorities had to face the Muslims'
demand to break with India and create an Islamic emirate. In order to
prevent this from happening, they supported the founding of a Muslim
country called Pakistan, which will supposedly gradually implement Sharia
law, but not before the British made sure they appointed a Muslim ruler that
will protect their interests in the region. It was soon apparent that Britain has
deceived the Muslims of Pakistan in light of the establishment of secular
political parties in the country.
Ibn Saud, the Saudi King, also agreed to collaborate with the British and
protected their interests in the region. The same goes for Libya. Therefore,
the Muslims in Libya must declare the Oneness of God and call for the
implementation of Sharia law in the country. Furthermore, they must arm
themselves and store their weapons in safe places and not turn them over to
anyone, whether it is a popular committee, a military committee or a civil

16
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committee. This, because “The weapons are one of the reasons for victory
[…]. Through weapons the enemies are deterred […]”.
They are further instructed to seek from amongst the believers in the
Oneness of God people with knowledge and expertise in the military and
propaganda fields to help in the struggle against the people of collaboration.
•

A surfer in Libya provides advice to those fighting against Gaddafi's regime.
He notes that they lack experience and are not well organized, especially as
the matter of Jihad in Libya is no longer the main issue. He calls to the youth
to quickly organize themselves and divide into cells, not to rush to go
forward in an unorganized fashion and in large numbers, not to congregate,
and not to brag about temporary victories. When conquering a place,
trenches should be dug quickly and barricades must be placed and
camouflaged. Movement in long lines should be avoided in order to prevent
detection and attack. Weapons should be divided to military units which will
be established thoughtfully and deliberately. Anti-aircraft cannons must be
placed in the trenches while camouflaging and moving them at all times. Oil
drums should be placed around the areas that were captured and set aflame
when necessary in order to mislead the aerial surveillance and the fighter
planes. Ammunition must not be wasted on attacking planes as there is still
much fighting ahead. The weapons and ammunition should be dispersed in
several locations. Face to face combat should be avoided, and the fighters
should be divided into groups that use anti-vehicle and anti-tank explosive
devices, and groups that use rockets.
He dispenses further military advice in order to streamline the fighting and
calls to booby-trap houses, which will detonate when the enemy enters. He
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calls to wage a war on several fronts together with guerrilla fighting. The
forum supervisors thank him for his advice.17

The Al-Sham region

•

The “Shumukh Al-Islam” Jihadi forum published new photographs titled “the
Salafi Jihadists of Jordan: the Barrier of Silence is Destroyed (2)”.18

•

The “Al-Yaqin” media center published a message stating that “The release of
the prisoners in Syria is a ruse meant to warn the enraged masses”.
According to the message, the publications claiming that the Syrian
government has released 260 prisoners from the “Saydaniya” Prison thanks
to an amnesty they were granted is inaccurate. Those same freed prisoners,

17
18
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including those accused of belonging to the “Jund Al-Sham” organization, the
Al-Qaeda organization in Al-Sham, have already served ¾ of their sentence
and were therefore released. The message also refers to human-rights
reports, pointing out that in said prison human rights are being violated, that
the prisoners are tortured and suffer from illnesses.19

Egypt
•

The “Al-Maqrizi Center”, operating from London and run by the Islamist Hani
Al-Siba'i, published a list of prisoners released from several Egyptian
prisons.20 The Center further noted that Muhammad Al-Zawahiri, Ayman AlZawahiri's brother, was arrested on March 19th 2011 by a gang of thugs
which broke into his home shortly after his release from prison.
In light of this development, the Center protested this barbaric conduct and
condemned the Sheikh's repeated arrest, after which who was taken into
hiding. According to the Center, anti-Islamic forces in Egypt pressured the
Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, which succumbed to the pressure and
sent the State's security forces and the anti-terrorism forces belonging to the
Ministry of Interior Affairs to carry out the arrest is order to pacify the
enemies of Islam.21

Africa
•

The “Al-Kataib” institute published the speech made by the emir of the “AlShabab Al-Mujahideen” movement to the people in Burundi, translated to
French.22

19
20
21
22
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•

The “Al-Kataib” institute published a video about the revival of the “Zakat”
commandment. In addition, an exclusive interview with the head of the
“Zakat” chamber at the “Al-Shabab Al-Mujahideen” movement, Sheikh Sultan
bin Muhammad Al-Muhammad, was also posted.23

The West and the rest of the world
•

The “Hanein” Jihadist forum reported, based on the Russian media, that the
rebel leader in the northern Caucasus, Dokka Umarov, was killed in an
operation of the Russian forces in Ingushia.24

General reports
•

In view of the events occurring in the Arab world, a surfer on the “Al-Jahafil”
forum offers advice to various nations. In Libya, he hopes the Libyan people
will use the aerial attacks against the government to move towards Tripoli
and liberate it and bring down Gaddafi. He calls to the Yemenite people to
raise their arms against the government and anyone protecting it in a unified

23
24
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day of rage and to bring about the complete downfall of the government with
the army's support.
In Egypt he wishes for supervisory authorized entities will be founded to
oversee the officials, as was done in Tunisia. The “Al-Azhar” religious clerics
should be used in order to implement Islam in all walks of life. He calls for
the immediate opening of a training camp for young volunteers to be train in
weaponry and the science of war so they join the fighting fronts against the
nation's enemies.
To the military operatives of the HAMAS movement he calls to call out
against the Interior Ministry's injustice towards the religious clerics. He
expresses confidence that the Iraqi people will succeed in bringing down the
Shiite government and push the conquerors out of Iraq. He calls to the
Algerian people to take refuge under Abu Musab Abd Al-Wadud. He urges the
Palestinian people not to remain silent regarding their loss of honor and calls
to the people in Syria to continue with their protests.25
•

The “Atahadi” Jihadi forum supervisor, Salman bin Muhannad, posted
answers to questions posed by various surfers in an “open forum” held with
him at the beginning of February 2011, given by Sheikh Abu Basir Al-Tartusi,
a Syrian Islamist exile residing in London and identified with Al-Qaeda,.26 The
Sheikh addressed questions dealing with a myriad of subjects such as the
popular uprisings in the Middle-East, the HAMAS movement, etc.

25
26

http://al-jahafal.com/vb
http://www.atahadi.com/vb

P.O. Box 167, Herzliya, 46150, Israel | Tel: +972.9.952.7277 | Fax: +972.9.951.3073
ict@idc.ac.il | www.ict.org.il

19

June 2011

Miscellaneous
•

A forum supervisor on the “Al-Jahafil” forum warns against a recently
published software program intended for the Mujahideen to encrypt their
communications. The programmers boast that this software is better than
the “Asrar Al-Mujahideen” software. The supervisor states, after he had tied
it for himself, that the software is breached and that it must not be used. He
calls to anyone that wishes to operate in the field of encryption to make
contact through the known channels.
It should be noted that the software was presented on a new blog called “The
Mujahideen's

Technologist”,

whose

address

is:

muslim-

shamikh.blogspot.com.27

27
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The screen shown by the supervisor showing the program is breached

•

The “Atahadi” Jihadist forum posted a notice on the founding of a new
Jihadist media institute called “The Voice of the Forums: The Supporters'
Statements”. The institute's goal is to gather selected essays written by
Jihadist forum members and the Mujahideen's official messages, to spread
them every week in a compressed electronic file to those who are not
connected to the internet and to distribute them every month as a hard copy
magazine which will contain these same essays and messages posted on the
forums to anyone without a computer.28

28
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Facebook
•

A new social group was founded on March 13th 2011 focusing on the
publication of Jihadist material on Facebook, called “Al-Firdaws Islamic
News”.29 The group's logo reads “The Philippine Lions, Here We Come”. It is
possible the group's founders identify with the Jihadist Philippine Moro group.
Thus far, 45 people registered to the group.

•

A new social group on Facebook called “The Islamic Opposition to the Syrian
Regime” was founded on March 20th 2011 and seems to be a group identified

29
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with Al-Qaeda and global Jihad.30 This, amongst other things, is due to other
Jihadist groups on Facebook being directed to this page. On the group's page
contain photographs of Sheikh Al-Tartusi, a Syrian exile residing in London
and identified with Al-Qaeda, supporting the overthrow of Bashar Al-Asad's
regime and the establishing of an Islamic Caliphate. Thus far, 277 people
registered to the group.

•

The “Al-Maqrizi Center for Historical Studies”, headed by Hani Al-Siba'i, an
Egyptian exile residing in London who is very popular on Jihadist forums, also
has a Facebook page. Thus far. 155 people registered to it.31

30

http://www.facebook.com/pages/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B
1%D8%B6%D8%A9%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9%D9%84%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A/187950447913652
31
http://www.facebook.com/pages/%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B2%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE%D9%8A%D8%A9/19
2939897396085
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•

The “Libyan Islamic Movement for Change” (Al-Haraka Al-Islamiyya AlLibiyya Li-Taghayir), founded on February 15th 2011, also has a Facebook
page. This movement was founded by former members of the LIFG group,
that underwent a de-radicalization process in prison on behalf of Gaddafi's
regime. Thus far, 52 people joined the group's page.
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