January 2009
The Global Jihad System Unites Against Israel and the West –
Threats to attack Israeli targets worldwide, as well as in the
United States and Europe1
Ayman Al-Zawahiri's Audio tape
On January 6th, the leading Jihadi online forums published a video tape made by
Al-Qaeda's No. 2 leader, Ayman Al-Zawahiri, calling on Muslims around the world
to attack Israeli and western targets around the world, following the events in
Gaza. In the tape, Al-Zawahiri claimed that the Israeli activity in Gaza is part of
the western crusade against Islam, and claimed that the elected U.S. president,
Barak Obama, is Israel’s accomplice. He added that the American retreat from
Iraq heralds Al-Qaeda's drawing closer to the Jihadi fighters in Palestine. AlZawahiri also condemned Egypt’s president, Husni Mubarak’s, conduct and called
him a “traitor” as he did not take a stand alongside the Palestinians2.
It should be mentioned that a few days before the publication of Al-Zawahiri’s
tape, several online surfers of the “Al-Faloja” Jihadi forum, called upon AlQaeda’s leader, Osama bin Laden and other Jihadi leaders, to strike painfully at
the heart of the “Zionist enemy”, as well as its embassies around the world. One
of the online surfers called on the Jihadi leaders in Chechnya, Afghanistan,
Somalia, Iraq and all the Islamic countries, to perpetrate painful attacks for the
people of the Gaza strip3.

1

In this regard see also:
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_Calls_for_attacks_Israel_US
_embassies.pdf
2
http://www.as-ansar.com/vb/showthread.php?t=2563,
http://majahden.com/vb/showthread.php?t=16847,
http://www.alqimmah.net/showthread.php?t=2567. It should also be mentioned that Al-Zawahiri’s
audio tape was uploaded to the “YouTube” video file sharing site.
3
http://al-faloja.info/vb/showthread.php?t=40524
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Responses to Awad Al-Qarni’s fatwa and the threat on the West
The fatwa published by Awad Al-Qarni on December 28th 20084, calling for
attacks on Israeli targets around the world following the events in Gaza, has
aroused many responses within the Arab and Islamic world. It seems that the
Saudi establishment has taken Awad Al-Qarni’s call seriously, as several Arab
media venues reported that the Saudi authorities arrested Al-Qarni after the
publication of the Fatwa and brought him in for questioning in the capital –
Riyadh5.
At the same time, threats continue on Jihadi online forums: a surfer at the AlFaloja forum identified with Global Jihad, states that the U.N. and its welfare
agencies, the Red Cross and other countries, such as the United States, France,
the Netherlands, Denmark and Ethiopia, are the ones mainly responsible for the
events in Gaza and additional tragedies in other Muslim countries. He therefore
threatens to attack their interests everywhere, without exception, and first and
foremost in Muslim countries, whether by attacking civilians, including women
and children, or military personnel. In addition, he gives these countries an
ultimatum of 24 hours to leave all Muslim countries6.

4

About the fatwa see: http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG_AlQarni_Fatwa.pdf
5
http://www.alqabas.com.kw/Article.aspx?id=460993&date=01012009
6
http://al-faloja.info/vb/showthread.php?t=40333
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The U.S. and Europe are targeted by Jihad organizations,
Al-Faloja, January 3rd 2009

The same online surfer addresses the Saudi Mufti, Awad Al-Qarni, and explains
that the Kassam rockets are not the reason for the IDF’s operations, but those
who brought the Jews to the region. Amongst other things, he reminds him that
the Saudi King is financing the Jews and he curses him for this.
In conclusion, the online surfer addresses the Jews, promises them surprises and
threatens to attack Jewish targets worldwide, in synagogues, institutions and
prominent figures.

Calls for boycotting products
It should also be noted that an online surfer at the “Hanein” Jihadi forum, named
a list of entities, mostly from the food industry who, according to the surfer,
contribute to “the saving” of Israel, by transferring donations. The groups
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mentioned in his message include: Starbucks, McDonalds, Burger King, Kentucky,
Pizza Hut, Coca Cola, Pepsi Cola, Fuddruckers7.
Another surfer at the “Hanein” online forum, posted a more detailed list of
entities that according to him are aiding Israel, and calls for the Muslims to
boycott them8.

The Jihadi forums calling for a boycott on products
manufactured by the food industry

Al-Qaeda affiliates around the world volunteer for Gaza
Many Jihadi organizations in Iraq published statements identifying with the
Palestinians in Gaza and calling upon Muslims around the world to act against
Israel. On January 10th, 2009, Abu Omar Al-Baghdadi, considered to be the
leader of several Jihadi movements in Iraq, published a statement calling for the

7
8

http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=84982
http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=85144
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Palestinians to launch a global attack against Israeli and American targets, in
retribution for the IDF’s activity in the Gaza strip9.
In addition, the “Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb” organization (AQIM),
published a statement relating to the events in Gaza. The organization’s
declaration stated that “this massacre” would not have happened, if not for the
conspiracy of several entities: the American government, the Arab regimes
headed by Mubarak, the Saudi royal family and Mahmud Abbas (Abu Mazen).
Therefore, the organization’s leader, Abu Musab Abdel Wadoud, calls on the Jihad
fighters and the armies of the Islamic countries, to fight the Jews and the
Christians for the sake of the people of Gaza and attack them everywhere10.

The “Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb” organization’s proclamation

9

http://al-faloja.info/vb/showthread.php?t=41564. See also the announcement of the Chechnyan
Mujahideen's support of the people in Gaza:
http://alkavkaz.com/haber/haber_detay.php?haber_id=712
10
http://hanein.info/vb/showthread.php?t=84926
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