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On January27", 2020, al-Furgan mediaoutlet, ownedby ISIS, posteda recordedspeechby al-

Muhajir Abu Hamza al-Qurayshi, theo r g a n i neaviy appomt@dspokesmanThe length of
therecordingwas37 minutesandit wastitled i A | DestloyedThemandthe Infidels in the Same
Ma n n dt seemedhat the timing of the speechwas carefully selectedto be proximateto Pres.

Tr umpPloatmeC e n t thatcamiuredheheadlinesn theinternationalandregionalarenas.

The speechdealswith the reshapingand presentatiorof the new operationalpolicy for ISIS, while
highlightingthatISIS will keepmovingonthe sametrail the previousleadershighasblazedhowever
with a new focus The spokesmarannouncedhat the organizationhasembarkedon a new stage,
distinguishinghenewleader sheikhAbu Ibrahim al-Qurayshi, who switchegheorganizatiorfrom

a survival modeto an expansionmode
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Al-Qu r a 'y spkechbasiner

Thisdocumentill examinghemainmessagesomingfrom thatspeectandtheresponses received
from ISIS supporters Additionally, the documentwill presentinsights gleanedfrom that speech
comparedto previous speechesmade by senior ISIS menbers That said, a review of the
o r g a n i acavityinohaf@usmonthsthathaveelapsedincethespeectwaspostedo significant
changein | S In®dusoperandihasbeenobservednot evenvis a vis Israeland at this stageit is
unclear whether the above is stemmingfrom the COVID-19 pandemicor lack of operational

capability.
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Internal ISIS Messages

In his January2020 speech,al-Muhajir Abu Hamza al-Qurayshi, theor gani n@mMyi on 6 s
appointedspokesmarstressedhat ISIS is at war on all fronts andthe latter hasbeenpracticinga
defensivejihad policy aimedat protectinglslamandMuslim community.Further,] S In&\xdeader
continuel on the samepaththat al-Baghdaditook anddeclareda new phaseof jihad, focusedon
Israel. It would seenthatdespitetheannouncementsf its demise SIS keepsoperatingn Syriaand
Irag andrelieson clandestineells, groupsandterroristnetworksconsistingof thousand®f activists
mainly in its former territories and the refugeecampsin Syria and Irag. It should be noted,the
eliminationof al-Baghdadid i dstopthe organizatiorfrom trying to form centersof gravity outside

Syrianandlraq.

Al-Quaryshipraised the o r g a n i Zzfighters avimo dhave pledgedtheir allegianceto the new
leader, Abu Ibrahim al-Qurayshi,andincludesin this groupthe mediaoutletsand groupsof ISIS
supportersHe calleduponmorelSIS fightersto pledgetheir allegiance On the heelsof the above,
al-Bataar media outlet that assistswith | S | fBopagandaposteda video that reviewed | S1 S 6
developmentinderal-Baghdadiat the endof which incorporatech seriesof pledgesof allegianceo

al-Qurayshiasa messagef continuity and resolveto keepontheor gani zath.i on 6 s

oplaghz [l agsiiad ge-

And he who fulfills that which he has promised Allah He will
give him a great reward

VEDIO| viye (B

Al-B a t a dip dasner

Within its efforts to expand its membership and establish operational infrastructure in its
secondarycentersof gravity, the spokesmarmalleduponMuslimsto emigrateto the nearesjihadi

theaterandjoin anISIS trainingcamp.Perhim, thel e a d e gaalisitogantmue the attacks on
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western targets and expand their scope fiWe order you to doublethe activity and increasethe

attacks.List the targets,makeplans and mine the roads. Lay IEDs, position snipersand kill with

silencersTurnthei n f i jay mtb fen@ralsandambushthemeverywhere .

The spokesmaralsoaddressethe issueof prisoners, which mustbe readwithin the contextof the
incarcerationsome 10,000 ISIS fighters (of which 2,000 or so are foreign fighters') in Syrian
DemocraticForcesprisons Theissueis not a newoneandthere havebeenattemptgo breakin and
liberatethem.For example,in 2012ISIS activistsbrokeinto severalprisons including Abu Ghraib
and liberated 500 prisoners.In its current speechthe spokesmarpromisedthat the issueof the

prisonerswill behandlesn duecourseandonemustwait for it patiently.

Focusingthe War on Israel

Thespokesmastressethatl S In@vdeadethasembarkedon anewstageof jihad whosepurpose

wasa war with Israel, to repatratewhatwasstolenfrom Muslimsandto sabotagé T Dealof the

C e n t d@nodayweembarkednanewstagein our struggleagainstyou.theeyesofthec al i phat e
soldierseverywherare turnedon Jerusalemin the upcomingdays,godwilling, eventswill happen

that will makeyou forgetthat horror? you havebeenexposedo in the timesof our formerleaders,

Abu Musaabal-Zargawi, Abu Amar al-Baghdadiand Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi [ € theMu s | i ms 6
Caliph Abu Ibrahim al-Hashemial-Quarayshi[ é fecidedthat him and his mujahidin brothersin

the otherterritories and the Muslimsall over[would open] a newstagewhichis fighting the Jews

andrepatriating whattheyhad stolenfrom the Muslims whichwould be repatriatedonly througha

Miriam Berger, Hereo6s what we know about the | SIS pris
14.10.2019Retrieved fromhttps://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2019/10/12/insisle-prisonscontrolledby-

syriankurds/
2j.e. horrified I1SIS enemies
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guiding book,a victorious sword,the conquesbf Jerusalemand passingthe bannerto Muhammad

lbn Abdallahthe Mehdi, Allah willing 6.

The spokesmarstateshatthe war will focuson hitting Israeli settlements population centersin

Israel and Jewishtargets acrossthe world. JewishandIsraelitargetsoutsidelsraelarerelatively
i s otérgeandeasierto attackfor globaljihadi organizationsAmongtheaboveonecancountthe
Jewishcommunitiesaroundthe world, Israeliinterestssuchas governmenbfficials and otherstate
symbols(athletes tourists).It shouldbe noted, SIS operativealreadyperpetratechttacksagainst
Jewish/Israeltargetssuchasthe attackin the Jewishmuseunin Brusselsn May 2014,the Qawashi
b r ot a&ttackirs Rarisin January2015andothers.Within this framework anattackon designated

unigueapparatusesuchasaviation,naval,cyberetc?

To accomplishthe abovethe spokesmarcalled ISIS fighters in Syria and Sinai as well as the
Palestinians(excludingHamaswvhomhecalledi ¢ o | | a baodfi & t éamddosgesc)to be the
spearheadof this war. Thespokesmaictuallycallsfar andwideto join thesoldiersof the caliphate
to attackandkill Jewsin Palestineand elsewher&iwe are calling you to join the soldiersof the
caliphate,striving to removethe bordersand the obstaclesstandingin their way to fight the Jews
who are determined Allah willing T to defeatthe armiesandtopplethe thrones[of governments]
formedbythecrusaderda derogatorytermfor thewest asa shieldandprotectorsfor thelsraelites
andincite their brotherseverywherdo attackthe Jewsandbutcherthem,insidePalestineor out, kill
themwhereyoufind then® The spokesmamddsthatall weapongnustbe used,includingchemical

weapons

3 Per Muslim tradition in the Suna, at the end of days a messiahppiflarand he will redeem all the Sunnis, fight all

the enemies of I|Islam, especially the Jews. This messia
tradition he wilbead®cendant of the prophet Muhammadés family, a
daughter.

4 Dr. Eitan Azani, Col. (Res.) Joni Figel and Ms. Lorena Atkas o vs ky, il SI S6 Threat to | s
Ways to Contend With k Threat Assessrmt-J a n u a r WCT2hitds:Gvéww.ict.org.il/Article/1599/ISIShreatto-
Israel#gsc.tab=0
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It shouldbe noted,this is not thefirst time ISIS setsits sightson Israel. During the waveof terrorist

knifing attacksthatwashedover Israelin 2015 therewasanincreasen the scopeof the discourse
thatdiscussedsrael.Within this framework ISIS postedmanyvideosaddressinghe holy sitesand
calledfor the continued activity of flonewolvesd In March2015,ISIS posteda video containingan
allegedadmissionby a Muslim namedMuhammadSaid Ismail who had presentechimself as a
residentof easternlerusalenandclaimedhewasworking for the Mossadafter beenrecruitedby his
Jewishneighbor PerISIS, it hadalist of IsraeliArabsthatweresentby the Mossado Irag andeven
postedsomeidentifiersof thesepeople.At the endof the abowe videa Ismail wasseenexecutedy
an SIS child-soldier.In October2015anothervideo waspostedwhereinan ISIS activistthreatened
Israelin Hebrew.The height of the activity wasin December2015 when Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi
declaredhatfiPalestineis to be madea cemeteryfor its Jewishresidents’. It shouldbe noted,over
theyears,ISIS extensionn Sinaipostedvariousvideoswhereinits operativeshreatenedo hit Jews

andal-S i secudityforceswhich havebeenaccusedf protectingl s r dader8.s

| S 1281% campaignagainstisraeli and Jewishtargetsd i d pick tp dueto a new reality that
stemmedfrom the internationalc o a | i sudcesswbich forced ISIS to focus on defendingthe
caliphateandestablistsecondargentersf gravity outsideSyriaandiraq. Thatledto theorganization
was not ableto conductmorethan sporadicactivity againstisrael (e.g from the Sinairegion)and
recruit new fighters. Within this framework,tensof Israeli Arabs and Palestiniansvho havebeen
influencedby ISIS werearrested The first ISIS inspiredattackwas perpetratedn January2016in

Tel Aviv by NashatMuhammadAli Milhem®. On that note ISIS is not a trail blazeras far as

announcemerb perpetratattacksagainstisrael Al-Qaedalesignatedisraelasatargetin 2005when

526.12.15 http://www.cssn.tk/2015/12/5t.html

6 Dr. Eitan Azani, Col. (Res.) Joni Figehd M's. Lorena Atiyad. vov s ky, #fAl SI1 S6 Threat to |Is
Ways to Contend With k Threat Assessmentl a n u a r WCT2hitds:Gvéww.ict.org.il/Article/1599/ISIShreatto-
Israel#gsc.tab=0
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it publishedits sevenstagesprograni. The organizational decisionto attack Israel has already

beenmadeby variousterrorist organizationsbut its executionis dependenton the onehand on
their operational capabilities and available opportunities and on the other hand on various

delating factors aswell asl s r aabilityGesthwart suchattempts.

Addressingthe Regional T h e a tStatedf Affairs

RegardingSyria the spokesmarannouncedhat the war wasnot over yet andthingswerelikely to
changeoncethe U.S. will withdraw from Syria. Further,he stressedhat ISIS held informationon

Kurdishcallaboratorswho will haveto answerfor their actionswhenthe daywill come.

Perhim, thewar with Iran and its alliesin Iraq and the region wasnot over but ratherentereda
newstagejn light of the Americangurningonthe Shiitemilitias in Irag. The spokesmamockedthe
Iranianresponséo theeliminationof QassimSoleimaniandclaimedthatthe only onesthatwereable

to getthe Americasto withdrawfrom Iraq werelSIS fighters.

S u p p o rRespanse®n SocialMedia

The speechgainedstrong exposureon social media, inter alia by ISIS supportersand prompted
postingsof photosandcorrespondenchatthreatenedo attackJewsandlsraelitargets Forexample,
acliptitted i J ewesarec o mi thagincludedathreatto forcibly liberateJerusalenirom the Jews

wasposted.

7 Al-Qaeda'’s Operational StrategieThe Attempt to Revive the Debate Surrounding the Seven Stages, Plan
International Institute for Countérerrorism (ICT)- JIWMG Insights, July 12, 2009. Retrieved from:
http://www.ict.org.il/Portals/0/Internet%20Monitoring%20Group/JWMG-@deda_Operational_Strategies.pdf
8 30.1.20 https://playtubescript.com/watch/cwEVGggeXNSjfoa
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AJ ewesarec o mi dighbanner

Qurayshmediaoutlet, assistingwith ISIS propagandaposteda seriesof threatssuchas banners
simulatingchemicalmissilesraining on Israeland a photo of BenjaminNetanyahu,! s r &ened s

Minister, donninga gasmask.
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The part of al-Qu r a y spkechihat threatensto attack Jewswastranslated to Hebrew

9 JanFeb 2020. Telegram.
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Jew, be careful

S OIE)

Bannerspostedby Quraysh media outlet simulating a chemical missilesattack on Israel

Further,ISIS supporterspostedoannersandphotoson socialmediacontainingcentralmessageom
al-Qu r a yspdechbBosexampleabannettitled fi t tlee childrenof J e wcerdaineda declaration

ontheopeningof anewstagein | S IstBategythatfocuseson Jewishandisraelitargetsglobally.
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Right to left: A T the children of J e wisanner; Al-Nabainfographic addressingal-Qu r ay s hi 6 s
speech
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Similarly, vol.209 of al-Nabamagazine postedon January30™ 2020 openedwith a-Qu r a yss h'i 6

speech Al-Tagwamediaoutlet also postedbannersportraying ISIS fighters as the leadersof the

struggleagainstisraelandtheliberationof Jerusalenandal-Agsamosqué®.

Al-Tagwa banners

ISIS6Efforts to PreserveContinuity and Rejuvenation

Abu Bakr al-Baghdadiand| S | g®kesmarelimination createda very complexscenariofor ISIS
which regardlessof the abovewas alreadyin a crisis modein light of the fall of the caliphate.
Thereforethe mainleadershigeffort wasdirectedtowardscontinuityandimmediateappointments$o
replacethefallen, expandinghe pledgeof allegianceandsearchindor creativecourseof action.An

analysisof correspondenceithin theleadershipasof October2019 bolstersheabove.

Forexamplepn October31s, 2019only daysaftertheal-B a g h d eiminafioson October27", an
announcementhat the ISIS Shuracouncil hasunanimouslydecidedto appointa new caliph The
announcementvas deliveredduring the first speechof the new ISIS spokesmanAbu Hamzaal-
Qurayshiwho replacedAbu Hassaral-Muhajir, himselfeliminateda few hoursprior to al-Baghdadi

Theaudioclip titled i a alldvho keepwhattheypromisedo Allah, will givehim agreatr e wais d 0

0 Telegram, February 2020.
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basd on a versefrom the Qurart?, is sevenminuteslong and as aforementionedthe first public

statementby the new official spokesman.

The speechopenedwith a eulogyto Abu Bakr al-Baghdadiand Abu Hassaral-Muhajir alongside
praisesfor their actions.In the speechthe speakercalledto avengetheir deathsandthreatenedhe
U.S. Al-Qurayshimentionedthat the U.S. shouldnot rejoice becausdSIS was at the doorstepof
EuropeandcentralAfrica andkeepsexpandingFurther,hecalledMuslimsto pledgether allegiance
tothenewleaderandaddressetheissueof releasingSIS memberdockedupin prisons Al-Qurayshi
alsocalledtheo r g a n i zaaduspa rodv § nmemlee@ be patient adhereto Islam andjihad,

supporttheir leaderandfulfil al-Baghdx d iwil 'S,

In this context,the newleaderwaspresentecasafi p r o miji in le & dvieteraniighter, who hada
track record of fighting the U.S. in addition, his nickname atteststo familial connectionto
Mu h a m mtalae,dhe Qurayshwhich likely was animportantfactorin announcinghim asthe new
caliph Moreover,the multiple pledgesof allegianceto the newleaderpoint to his importantstature
within ISIS in asmuchastheypointto thel e a d e eflto gtabilszethe organizationsolidify
continuityandsupportfor thenewleader despitethe deathsof al-Baghdadiandal-Muhajir. It should

be notedhoweverthatthe newleaderhasnot yet madea public statement.

The abovelSIS conductin 20192020is no different than its demeanorat the beginning of the
decadewhen al-Baghdadi took his office asits leader. Thentoo, continuity andformulatingnew
coursesof action were a leading pattern. They were shapedby the leaderand passedon the
organizatiorvia the spokesmarr the leaderhimself. Thentoo, a public appearancer a clip of the

leadervery seldomsawlight.

11 AT Z AR @K g1 EveaM (Suras, versel0).
12.31.10.19https://alshumukh.nethttps://pastethis.to/xw9G01g5VWQV0
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A comparisonwith previouspublic statementdy seniorISIS membersshowsthat Abu Bakr al-

Baghdadi, who wasfirst appointedasislamic Iraq leaderin April -May 201Q made his first public
statementbonly on July 2012 (Ramadanl433) so a similar behaviorpatternby Abu Ibrahim al-
Qurayshishouldnot raisequestionmarksor concernsamonglSIS membersin the aforementioned
speechal-BaghdadipresentediSIS6organizational strategythat stoodon four legs (i) expansion
to newterritoriesthroughjihad; (i) encouragemendf Muslim emigrationto jihadi arenasn Iraq; (iii)

uncompromisingvar with the Shiite; (iv) maintainingunity of ranksamongthe activists.

A few montts later, in November2012, the thenspokesmanMuhammadal-Adnan al-Shami,
addressethatspeectandannouncedhe openingof a newstageof jihadi activity, aimedat returning

to their regionsandforcefully inheritthem.

It shouldbenoted,al-Adnani,madehisfirst public speecton August201landtitledit i | s | Statei c
St a ynghe speechal-Adnanireferredto the OBL eliminationasan eventthat would not hinder
jihad and criticized the foreign elementswho meddlein Iraq to promotetheir own interests.The
speechalsoreferencedsraelaswishingto form a seculaiKurdish stateto serveasits ally andlranas
the onewishingto strengtherhe Iragi Shiite. Additionally, al-Adnanicalledthe Sunnilragi tribesto
resistthe foreigninvolvementin Irag, hit the Shiite andthe occupationforcesjust like in the Abu
Musaabal-Zargawiera.He alsopromisedto liberatethe Muslim prisonersrom Iraqi prisonswhile
stressingthis was a religious order. It is evident that this was a central theme in 1SIS6 upper

e ¢ h e Ispeecliesaswasthe casein the new spokesmanspeechin January 202Q

Otherthanrecordedspeechedwo video clips of al-Baghdadi sawlight during his tenure.Thefirst,
on June 2014 whereheannouncedheformationof anlslamiccaliphateunderhisleadershiplt was
a sermongivenon a Ramadarfridayin the big mosquein Mosul, Irag. Al-Baghdadiwore black, a
sign of a stateof war in Islam, andsaidtherewasa powerstrugglebetweenthe forcesof truth and

lies and Allah was on the side of the mujahidin Within this frameworkhe listed severalenemies
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amongthem Alawi, Jews,Crusadersthe rulersof Islamic statesand others.He praisediragis who

foughttheShiiteandstressedhattheU.S.will fail initswarin IragandSyria.After theannouncement
on the Islamic caliphate the organizationauncheda magazinditled Dabiqthatincluded,inter alia,

messageen the Muslim victory overtheinfidels's,

Again, al-Adnani bolsteredthe | e a dstaterdemtshroughan audioclip titted A T his A1 | ah 6 s
P r o mwherehepraisedheformationof the caliphateandstressedhatthis wasa historicmoment
whenthe Islamicn a t i honordhad beenrestoredwhile at the sametime the ideaof nationstates
forced on Muslims by the westhascollapsed Within this frameworktheo r g a n i naanewa® n 6 s
changedrom ThelslamicStatein Iragandal-Shamto ThelslamicStatewhichwasmeantto highlight

theideaof eliminationof borders®.

The second,and last, al-Baghdadi clip sawlight in April 2019 In it he calledISIS supporterdo
avengethe blood of the deadin Baghouz Syria, the lastISIS stronghold.Within this frameworkal
Baghdadipraisedthe terror attacksin Sri Lankaand other regionsand addresed severalmiddle
easterreventsthe Israelielections the resignationof the presidenbof Algeria, the depositionof the
presidentof Sudan.Further,he acknowledgedhe pledgeof allegiancemadeby supportersrom
Burkina Faso,Mali and otherlocationsand endedthe clip by presentinga ledlet with the various

provinces® of ISISto showthel a t expansios.

Al-Adnanigavehis last speechtitled fiBut [it was]sothatAllah might accomplisha matteralready
destined- that thosewho perished[through disbelief] would perishupon evidenceand thosewho

lived [in faith] would live uponevidencé'® on May 2016prior to his elimination.In it headdressed

13 Jihadi Forums Updatéhe first half of July 2014 (JWM@ttps://www.ict.org.il/Article/1410/JWMGHe-First-
July#gsc.tab=0

1 Jihadi Forums Update, tlsecondhalf of Jlne2014 JWMG) https://www.ict.org.il/lUserFiles/JEMG262014He.pdf

15 Jihadi Forums Update, April 2019 (JWMG)
https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2470/%D7%A2%D7%93%D7%9B%D7%9F_%D7%A4%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%95%
D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9D_%D7%92'%D7%94%D3086D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D %D7%90%D7%A4%D7%A8
%D7%99%D7%9C_2019#gsc.tab=0

16 Quran, Chapter 8 Verse 42
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the stateof affairsin Syriaandstressedhattheinfidel forcespartneredup in Syriato fight ISIS and

its effortsto fly theflag of Allah. Perhim, fighting againstislamandMuslimsis notnew. Thiswasa
trendin the U.S. war in Iraq 13 yearsprior after Jewsmanagedo trick the U.S. governmeninto a
warin Irag. A similarscenariglaysouton SyriawhentheU.S.andits allieswageawaragainsiSIS,
howeverthis war is destinedto fail andthe U.S. would suffer a major defeat muchlike the oneit
sufferedin Iraqg. In light of theabove,al-AdnanicalleduponlISIS supportersn Europeandthe U.S.
to attack any targetanywherein the with every meansavailableevenby fi t h r orocks atghe
crusadersn theirh o me s tHe aldkdthatthe blood of civiliansin thewestwasallowedandthey
cannotbe regardedasinnocents astherewerereligious rulings in Islam that allowedto spill such
blood.Moreoverthewesterncountriesspill Muslim bloodin Islamicterritoriesthereforethe civilian
blood on westerncountriesis allowed. On anotherissuehe criticized the rebel factionsin Syria,
including the al-NasraFrontwhich heaccuseaf heresyPerhim, therebelfactionscollaboratewith

theU.S.andcoalitionforcesagainstiSIS.

| S In8wispokesmarirom January2020,somethreemonthsafter Abu Ibrahim al-Qurayshitook
office atteststo continuity anddeterminatiorio operatedespitethedefeatst sufferedin recentyears.
Thespokesmastressedhatnotonly ISIS survivedbut it alsoexpandednto additionaljihaditheaters.
Within thisframeworkhepresenteda policy that oneof its focal points is a struggle againstisrael.
Yet, he calls for continuedactivity in othertheaterssuchas Iraq and encouragesecruitmentand

pledgef allegianceo the newleader,asa manifestatiorof the continuity and expansiontheme.

The timing of the speechjn proximity to the announeementofthefi D eaditheCe n t uigngto ,
random. That timing, in our opinion, was meantto position ISIS as a leading global player.
Moreover,| s r @asitiodirsthecenterof thediscoursdollowing thefi D ecétheC e n t wasa)so

areasorfor ISISto selectit asatarget.
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Indeed sinceCOVID-19 brokeout, it caughtthe headlinesandword attentionwhich led to a fading

focuson Israel. However,Sec.P o0 mp eexdntvisit to Israelin May 2020rejuvenatd the peace
processin every aspect.Therefore, it is possiblethat now, in light of the pandemic and the
increasein ISIS activity in severalprovincesin Syria, Iraq and Afri ca, the organization will

chooseto ceasdahe day and act againstthe west,israel included.

| S | sBokesmarspeechof January2020 mesheswith ISISO strategyto maintain a leadership
continuity alongsideuniguenessand relevance It is anothelink in achainof eventsard speeches

meantin our opinionto preservetheo r g a n i zcehesiomamdadivity .
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