
 

 

 

 

:Hate by Infected 

Sentiment Vaccine-Anti Leverage to Attempts Right-Far  

 

ckaP Alexander Stenzler,-ztKoblen Liram Dr. 

2021 March 



 

 

Synopsis 

 

The purpose of this article is to alert and educate on a new phenomenon that first appeared worldwide in 

November 2020, as countries started developing COVID-19 vaccination plans. Far-fight extremists, white 

supremacists in particular, identified pre-existing concerns in the general public regarding the potential 

vaccines’ effectiveness, safety, and purpose. In an effort to leverage these concerns, the far-right actors have 

engaged in a targeted campaign to introduce and amplify disinformation about the potential COVID-19 

vaccines via online platforms. These campaigns have utilized five main themes. First, content increasing 

chaos and promoting accelerationism. Second, content to improve recruitment and radicalization. Third, 

content connecting COVID-19 or the proposed vaccines to pre-existing conspiracies in the movement. Fourth, 

content fostering anti-minority sentiment.  Fifth, they have begun producing content advocating individual-

initiative (lone wolf) attacks against COVID-19 manufacturers. 

 

Authorities must be cognizant of this phenomenon and think of ways to prevent it. Failure to recognize and 

appropriately respond may result in increased recruitment and mobilization within the far-right movement. 

Similarly, failure to curtail this type of rhetoric will likely increase the public’s hesitancy to go and be 

vaccinated, increasing the difficulty of eradicating COVID-19. Additionally, far-right extremists are likely to 

continue suggesting that COVID-19 vaccines are part of a larger conspiracy in order to persuade potential 

supporters to engage in individual-initiative (lone wolf) attacks. As a result, COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers 

and distribution venues are likely to be potential targets. 

 

Introduction 

Since the outbreak of COVID-19, millions of people have been required to practice social distancing. 

In many cases, these individuals have remained indoors, sometimes alone; flooded with negative emotions 

such as loneliness, anxiety, confusion, sometimes even anger. Far-right activists (predominantly white 

nationalists) have viewed this as an opportunity to spread their message and cause unrest.1 Throughout this 

period, far-right extremists have disseminated content on multiple social media networks, including 

YouTube, Twitter, Facebook, Telegram, and the darknet. Monitoring social media and encrypted darknet 

forums used by the far-right has identified several trends related to COVID-19 and potential vaccines. Such 

trends have included encouragement of nationalism, assigning blame to minorities, increased radicalization, 

seeing the corona as an opportunity to perpetrate terror attacks, and more.2 Continued monitoring of these 

                                                 
1 McDonald-Gibson Charlotte ,Right Now, People Are Pretty Fragile.' How Coronavirus Creates the Perfect Breeding Ground for Online Extremism 

,TIME, March 26th , 2020. 
2 Liram Stenzler-Koblentz, “The Far-Right Leverages COVID-19 Pandemic to Gain Influence and Encourage Violence” (International Institute for 

Counter-Terrorism , April 30, 2020), https://www.ict.org.il/images/Far%20Right%20Leverages%20COVID-19%2028-04-2020.pdf. 

https://www.ict.org.il/images/Far%20Right%20Leverages%20COVID-19%2028-04-2020.pdf


 

 

channels revealed a new trend that started in November 2020 as countries worldwide began to implement 

COVID-19 vaccination plans. At that time, far-right activists identified pre-existing concerns in the general 

public regarding the potential vaccines’ effectiveness, safety, and purpose. After identifying these concerns, 

far-right actors engaged in a targeted campaign to introduce and amplify disinformation about the potential 

COVID-19 vaccines via online platforms. To reach a large audience, far-right actors seem to be developing 

content under five primary themes: (i) content increasing chaos and even accelerationism; (ii) content for 

improving recruitment and radicalization; (iii) content connecting COVID-19 or the proposed vaccines to 

pre-existing conspiracies in the movement; (iv) content fostering anti-minority sentiment; (v) content 

leveraging anti-vaccine conspiracies to encourage individual-initiative (lone wolf) attacks.  

In early February 2021, the President of the United States, Joe Biden, announced that the US had 

finalized an order for another 200 million doses of coronavirus vaccine.3 That announcement has pushed far-

right extremists to increase their efforts using cyberspace to spread propaganda against the government and 

minorities and push people toward radicalization. 

i. Increasing Chaos and Accelerationism 

 Accelerationism is an inherently violent ideology held by some far-right extremists, specifically white-

supremacists. The accelerationist movement’s foundational belief is that a race war is inevitable and 

necessary as it will allow the white race to assert its dominance over the “inferior races.”4 Adherents of 

accelerationism believe that the current societal systems are inherently biased against them. As such, they 

argue that they must increase chaos and destabilize the existing system of government and societal 

structure.5 This view has been heavily articulated online and served as inspiration for individual initiative 

(“lone wolf”) actors such as Brenton Tarrant (the attacker from Christchurch mosque in New Zealand).6 

 Throughout the pandemic, the accelerationist movement has attempted to spread propaganda and 

exacerbate the existing concerns caused by uncertainty. 7  Now, with the rapid creation, approval, and 

distribution of multiple COVID-19 vaccines, the movement is trying to capitalize on the underlying concern 

and distrust of the larger population. From November 2020 to February 2021, far-right content creators 

posted and shared material questioning the effectiveness and safety of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

                                                 
3 News. US orders 200 million more doses of coronavirus vaccine as Joe Biden warns of shortage looming in August. Februar 12 2021. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-12/biden-fauci-coronavirus-vaccine-announcements/13147536.  
4 Daveed Gartenstein-Ross, Samuel Hodgson, and Colin P. Clarke, “The Growing Threat Posed by Accelerationism and Accelerationist Groups 

Worldwide,” Foreign Policy Research Institute, April 24, 2020, https://www.fpri.org/article/2020/04/the-growing-threat-posed-by-accelerationism-
and-accelerationist-groups-worldwide/.  
5 “White Supremacists Embrace ‘Accelerationism,’” Anti-Defamation League, April 16, 2019, https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-

embrace-accelerationism.  
6 Daniel L. Byman, “Riots, White Supremacy, and Accelerationism,” Brookings (The Brookings Institution, November 10, 2020), 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/02/riots-white-supremacy-and-accelerationism/.  
7 Ben Makuch, “Experts Say Neo-Nazi 'Accelerationists' Discuss Taking Advantage of Coronavirus Crisis,” VICE (VICE Media Group, March 18, 

2020), https://www.vice.com/en/article/pkewgv/experts-say-neo-nazi-accelerationists-discuss-taking-advantage-of-coronavirus-crisis.  

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-02-12/biden-fauci-coronavirus-vaccine-announcements/13147536
https://www.fpri.org/article/2020/04/the-growing-threat-posed-by-accelerationism-and-accelerationist-groups-worldwide/
https://www.fpri.org/article/2020/04/the-growing-threat-posed-by-accelerationism-and-accelerationist-groups-worldwide/
https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-embrace-accelerationism
https://www.adl.org/blog/white-supremacists-embrace-accelerationism
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/02/riots-white-supremacy-and-accelerationism/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/pkewgv/experts-say-neo-nazi-accelerationists-discuss-taking-advantage-of-coronavirus-crisis


 

 

 

Telegram post with an attached news article claiming that the COVID-19 vaccine is dangerous 
(Telegram, 18 December 2020) 

 

While continuing to post content questioning the legitimacy of the potential vaccines, far-right social 

media users also discussed how fear of the vaccine helps forward the accelerationist movement and supports 

the white race in destabilizing the existing social and governmental systems. Many far-right extremists 

believe COVID-19 and a hypothetical vaccine mandate would be beneficial because it would force “all the 

normal whites” to feel disenfranchised and, as a result, identify with the accelerationist cause. 

 

Post explaining the belief among far-right actors that more individuals refusing to take the vaccine is “better for 
[their] agenda (Telegram, 8 December 2020) 

 

Telegram post stating that “events are accelerating” as a result of COVID-19 and the proposed vaccine (Telegram, 
23 November 2020) 

In addition to forcing “normal whites” to recognize their “level of disenfranchisement,” 

accelerationist supporters also believe that a government-imposed vaccine mandate will ultimately lead to 

“widespread political violence.”  

 

Telegram post explaining that far-right extremists believe “mandatory vaccines” will lead to “widespread political 
violence” (Telegram, 19 November 2020) 

 



 

 

 

Telegram post claiming that fears about the COVID-19 vaccine are supporting the accelerationist movement by 
exposing “normie” people to the injustices of the current system (Telegram, 4 December 2020) 

 

ii. Increasing Recruitment and Radicalization 

 Since early 2020, far-right actors have attempted to exploit fears associated with COVID-19. With the 

advent of the COVID-19 vaccines in late 2020, far-right actors again increased their efforts to radicalize 

potential recruits to their cause. Specifically, they have advocated co-opting the anti-vaccine movement to 

recruit and radicalize potential members. Many far-right actors view the anti-vaccine movement as an ideal 

target population because of their “potential for extremism against the system.” As such, they have argued 

that the movement will continue to “serve as a vector for [their radicalization] efforts.” 

 

Telegram post explaining that the “anti vax movement” is a target for radicalization and encouraging “extremism” 
(Telegram, 20 February 2021) 

 

 

Telegram post discussing the importance of radicalizing the anti-vaccine movement because of their “potential for 
extremism” (Telegram, 8 December 2020) 



 

 

 One post explicitly explains the far-right rationale for spreading anti-vaccine propaganda. The user 

argues that by continuing to share such content, far-right actors will be able to “sow distrust in the system 

to further RADICALIZE rightwingers and especially anti vaxxers.” The user believes that because these 

populations already feel “threatened,” it will be easier to engage them in the radicalization process.  

 

Telegram post explaining the strategy of far-right extremists to “further RADICALIZE rightwingers and especially 
anti vaxxers” (Telegram, 20 February 2021) 

 As this campaign of propaganda and radicalization has continued for several months, far-right actors 

have repeatedly boasted about its success. Interestingly, they believe that their message is “sweeping the 

globe.” This belief in their own success will likely encourage far-right actors to continue their efforts.  

 

 

Telegram post arguing that the “neo nazis” are succeeding in radicalizing the anti-vaccine movement with their 
“propaganda against these COVID-19 vaccines” being highly successful (Telegram, 1 January 2021) 

iii. Connecting COVID-19 Vaccine to Conspiracy Theories 

 To assist with their overall recruitment and radicalization efforts, far-right extremists have engaged 

in a concerted effort to link COVID-19 vaccines to existing white nationalist conspiracy theories. Specifically, 

the activists have attempted to connect COVID-19 vaccinations to the “Great Reset” conspiracy and the 

“Great Replacement Theory.”  

The Great Reset 

The “Great Reset” is a conspiracy theory suggesting that the COVID-19 pandemic was orchestrated 

by a group of “global elite[s]” to institute radical policies for their benefit; such policies would allow these 

“elites” to ultimately take control of the global economy.8 The theory originates from a misunderstanding of 

the World Economic Forum (WEF) 2020 plan titled “The Great Reset.”9 Although the WEF initiative was a 

                                                 
8 Quinn Slobodian, “How the 'Great Reset' of Capitalism Became an Anti-Lockdown Conspiracy | Quinn Slobodian,” The Guardian (Guardian News 

and Media, December 4, 2020), https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/04/great-reset-capitalism-became-anti-lockdown-conspiracy; 

Goodman Jack and Carmichael. The coronavirus pandemic 'Great Reset' theory and a false vaccine claim debunked. BBC NEWS. November 22 
2020. The coronavirus pandemic 'Great Reset' theory and a false vaccine claim debunked - BBC News. 
9 Jack Goodman and Flora Carmichael, “The Coronavirus Pandemic 'Great Reset' Theory and a False Vaccine Claim Debunked,” BBC News (BBC, 

November 22, 2020), https://www.bbc.com/news/55017002.  

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/04/great-reset-capitalism-became-anti-lockdown-conspiracy
https://www.bbc.com/news/55017002
https://www.bbc.com/news/55017002


 

 

genuine plan for how countries could recover economically after the COVID-19 pandemic, far-right 

extremists interpreted it as having a much more sinister purpose. With the creation of the COVID-19 vaccine, 

far-right social networks have devoted substantial content linking the vaccine to the “Great Reset.”  

 

Telegram post claiming that forced COVID-19 vaccination will lead to the “Great Reset” 
(Telegram, 17 November 2020) 

 

In addition to generally linking the COVID-19 vaccines to the “Great Reset,” far-right actors have also 

attempted to suggest that any mutations of COVID-19 are part of the elaborate plot as well. These actors 

believe that such mutations are a tool to prompt more public lockdowns. 

 

Tweet suggesting that forced lockdowns and vaccine programs are part of the “Great Reset”  
(Twitter, 22 December 2020) 

 
 

 
Tweet arguing that the vaccine, lockdowns, and the new strain of COVID-19 are a part of the “Great Reset”  

(Twitter, 20 December 2020) 
 

 Another common theme associated with the “Great Reset” conspiracy is the suggestion that any 

COVID-19 vaccine will also implant a microchip or similar electronic device to track all citizens’ movements 

(ID number, banking information, social security information). Throughout 2020, several politicians and other 

high-ranking political operatives have posited this theory. For example, Roger Stone, an adviser to former 

President Trump, stated in April 2020 that “…globalists are definitely using it [COVID-19] for mandatory 



 

 

vaccinations and microchipping people….”10 Similarly, the Russian Communist Party leader argued that 

“globalists” would support microchip implants “…under the pretext of a mandatory vaccination against 

coronavirus….”11   

Far-right activists have used similar language in multiple posts online, amplifying this theory. Many 

users shared content on the clearnet and darknet, suggesting that the COVID-19 vaccine would serve as a 

tool to implant citizens with a microchip or similar electronic device, allowing the government to track 

citizens’ movements. 

 

Post discussing how the COVID-19 vaccine is being used to condition the population to accept microchip implants 
(4Chan, 27 December 2020) 

 

 

Post explaining their belief that microchips will be used to control the movement and resources of the 
population under the “Great Reset” (8Kun, 19 November 2020) 

 

 

Telegram post suggesting that followers should not accept the COVID-19 vaccine as it will have a microchip 
(Telegram, 12 May 2020) 

 

                                                 
10 Andrew Blake, “Roger Stone Boosts Conspiracy Theory Blaming Bill Gates for Novel Coronavirus,” The Washington Times (The Washington 

Times, April 14, 2020), https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/apr/14/roger-stone-boosts-conspiracy-theory-blaming-bill-/.  
11 Jack Goodman and Flora Carmichael, “Coronavirus: Bill Gates 'Microchip' Conspiracy Theory and Other Vaccine Claims Fact-Checked,” BBC 

News (BBC, May 29, 2020), https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648.  

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/apr/14/roger-stone-boosts-conspiracy-theory-blaming-bill-/
https://www.bbc.com/news/52847648


 

 

 

Great Replacement Theory 

In addition to linking the “Great Reset” conspiracy to the COVID-19 vaccines, far-right users have also 

attempted to connect the vaccines to the “Great Replacement Theory.” This ethno-nationalistic conspiracy 

theory suggests that non-white/minority cultures are systematically replacing the “white-race.”12 The theory 

was first popularized in 2012 by French author Renaud Camus in his book, “Le Grand Replacement.”13 Since 

its release, the text and associated theory has developed a substantial following in disparate far-right circles 

worldwide. With the approval of COVID-19 vaccines, far-right actors have attempted to leverage uncertainty 

and fear to suggest that the vaccine is part of a “Great Replacement” plot to sterilize specific segments of the 

population. To support their theory, they argue that the “vaccine contains many antigens that demonstrably 

impact fertility.” 

 
Telegram post claiming that COVID-19 vaccines cause sterilization in women (Telegram, 2 December 2020) 

 

 
Telegram post arguing that COVID-19 vaccines cause sterility in 97% of women (Telegram, 2 December 2020) 

 
As far-right activists continued to disseminate propaganda suggesting that the vaccines would cause 

sterilizations, they also began a concerted campaign arguing that the plot targeted the white population. 

Many extremists began to refer to this as a “white genocide.”14 

                                                 
12 Lauretta Charlton, “What Is the Great Replacement?,” The New York Times (The New York Times, August 6, 2019), 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/06/us/politics/grand-replacement-explainer.html?auth=login-email.  
13 Azani Eitan  et al., “The Far Right – Ideology, Modus Operandi and Development Trend” (International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, 

September 22, 2020), https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0, 16. 
14 “White Genocide” is a term heavily used in far-right conspiracies, specifically related to the “Great Replacement Theory.” Adherents of this theory 

suggest that there is a systematic effort to commit a genocide of the white race, so that people of color and other minority groups can replace them. 

See Eitan Azani et al., “The Far Right – Ideology, Modus Operandi and Development Trend” (International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, 

September 22, 2020), https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0, 15-17; also see Feshami, Kevan A. “Fear of White 
Genocide: Tracing the History of a Myth from Germany to Charlottesville.” Lapham's Quarterly, September 6, 2017. 
https://www.laphamsquarterly.org/roundtable/fear-white-genocide 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/06/us/politics/grand-replacement-explainer.html?auth=login-email
https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0
https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0
https://www.laphamsquarterly.org/roundtable/fear-white-genocide


 

 

 

Telegram post suggesting that the COVID-19 vaccine will cause sterilization through “nano bots,” which will 
“genetically alter” the body (Telegram, 18 November 2020) 

 

 
Telegram post suggesting that COVID-19 vaccinations are intended for a “White Genocide”  

(Telegram, 3 December 2020) 
 

 While many of the posts gathered thus far have been shared by far-right activists and organizations 

based in the United States, this type of rhetoric is spreading globally as well. Text posts shared in German-

language far-right message boards, and forums have claimed that the COVID-19 vaccine is part of a Jewish 

conspiracy to exterminate the German people as revenge for the actions of the Nazis and the Holocaust. 

Users specifically argued that the Pfizer pharmaceutical company who helped develop one of the COVID-19 

vaccines is a “Jewish pharma-company” attempting to “kill the Germans.” Such rhetoric closely aligns with 

the strategy being used by far-right extremists in the United States who are attempting to connect the COVID-

19 vaccines to existing conspiracy theories. 

 

Post on a far-right German-language message board claiming that COVID-19 is part of a Jewish plot against the 
Germans as revenge for the actions of the Nazis and the Holocaust (Telegram, 27 February 2021) 

 



 

 

 Like German-language message boards, Italian-language far-right forums and channels have also 

begun to produce content linking the COVID-19 vaccine to conspiracy theories. One post explained how 

Jewish people would force non-vaccinated people into “detention camps.” Additionally, the user suggests 

that any COVID-19 vaccine would also implant a “microchip” as part of the “Great Reset” conspiracy theory.  

 
Post from a far-right Italian-language board claiming that the Jewish people will place anyone who refuses the 

vaccine into a “detention camp” and implant microchips via the vaccine as part of the “Great Reset” Conspiracy   
(8Kun, 28 November 2020) 

 

iv. Fostering Anti-Minority Sentiment Related to the COVID-19 Vaccine 

 Another way far-right extremists are attempting to leverage the uncertainty surrounding COVID-19 

vaccines is by propagating anti-minority sentiments. Expanding on their belief that the proposed COVID-19 

vaccines are harmful and cause mass sterilizations, online extremists have begun a campaign to encourage 

members of minority communities to take the vaccine. They believe that if minority communities receive the 

vaccine, while the “white” races do not, the “world would be ripe for the reconquering by the Aryan man.”  

 
Telegram post suggesting that minority populations should receive the vaccine as it will cause sterilization  

(Telegram, 10 December 2020)  
 

 

Telegram post explaining how mass vaccinations and sterilizations of minority communities would benefit the 
“Aryan man” (Telegram, 12 December 2020) 

 
To further expand their messaging, far-right actors developed a hashtag, connecting their posts to 

the larger movement: #VaxTheBlacks. In early December 2020, the hashtag #VaxTheBlacks appeared on 



 

 

numerous white-supremacist Telegram channels, and Twitter feeds. Although far-right actors attempted to 

suggest that this campaign was for racial equity, the posts’ meanings were far more malicious.  By February 

2021, far-right actors began referring to the hashtag as an organized “campaign.”  

 
Post suggesting that the “#VaxTheBlacks” hashtag is part of a coordinated campaign in the far-right online 

community (Telegram, 13 February 2021) 

 

 

Tweet, from a Twitter and Telegram user who regularly posts white supremacist content, suggesting that minority 
populations should receive the COVID-19 vaccine (Twitter, 10 December 2020) 

 

 
Tweet, from a user who regularly posts about white nationalism, suggesting that African-Americans should have 

access to the COVID-19 vaccine as a means of increasing racial equity (Twitter, 12 December 2020) 
 

 

Telegram post, from a channel with a history of white supremacist and anti-minority content, advocating for more 
vaccinations for minority populations (Telegram, 20 December 2020) 

 

While most posts under the “VaxTheBlacks” hashtag advocated that minority communities should 

receive the vaccine, some posts suggested actionable strategies that far-right actors could utilize. For 

example, several posts argued that far-right actors should create false profiles online and pretend to be a 

person of color. Users further suggested “sneak[ing] into black twitter” to convince people to take the COVID-

19 vaccine. 

 
Telegram post suggesting that far-right actors should impersonate African American individuals online to convince 

African Americans “to get the COVID-19 vaccine jab” (Telegram, 19 February 2021) 
 

 While the far-right actors’ anti-vaccination campaign has primarily targeted the Black community 

for several months by using the hashtag “VaxTheBlacks,” new posts discovered in February indicate that 



 

 

the campaign may be expanding to target other minority groups. In late February, posts began to appear 

with the phrase “VaxTheKikes.” This new phrase suggests that white supremacists are now targeting the 

Jewish population for vaccine propaganda as well. One of the posts highlights the rapid deployment of 

COVID-19 vaccines in the State of Israel. Far-right activists noticed this trend and appeared to support the 

rapid vaccination of Jewish people in Israel.  

 

First post identified with the phrase “VaxTheKikes” (Telegram, 26 February 2021) 

 

 Another post suggested that the rapid deployment of vaccines in the State of Israel is part a 

planned “medical apartheid.” While the user stated that the claim was unverified, the user appeared 

pleased by the information. In a subsequent post, the user stated that far-right extremists need to develop 

a plan to respond to potential vaccine “apartheid” in their home country. 

 
Series of posts discussing the “medical apartheid” caused by the COVID-19 vaccine in Israel, and the need to 

prevent it in the users’ home country (Telegram, 27 February 2021) 

 

 

 



 

 

v. Leveraging Anti-Vaccine Conspiracies to Encourage Individual-Initiative (Lone Wolf) Attacks 

In later February 2021, posts were discovered on a darknet discussion forum frequented by far-right 

extremists advocating attacks against COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers and infrastructure. Multiple users 

suggested that individual-initiative (lone wolf) attacks were necessary to combat COVID-19 vaccine 

distribution. This could be signaling a movement from only discussion and action in cyberspace to also actions 

in the real-world. One post explicitly discussed the need for a future attack against COVID-19 vaccine 

manufacturing plants. 

 
Darknet post stating that a future individual-initiative attacker should use Timothy McVeigh’s15 modus operandi 

against a vaccine manufacturing center (Darknet Board, 22 February 2021) 
 

 Another post suggested that Jewish people were responsible for the COVID-19 vaccine and thus 

should be targeted for individual-initiative attacks as well. In this post, they also shared an image of Anders 

Behring Breivik, the individual-initiative attacker from the Oslo, Norway attacks in 2011.16 

 
Darknet post suggesting that individual-initiative attacks should target both COVID-19 vaccination production 

centers and Jewish people (Darknet Board, 23 February 2021) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
15 Timothey McVeigh was the attacker of the Edward P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma in 1995. McVeigh utilized a large 

car-bomb, ultimately killing 168 people and injuring hundreds more. For further reading on McVeigh, please see: Eitan Azani et al., “The Far Right – 
Ideology, Modus Operandi and Development Trend” (International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, September 22, 2020), 

https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0,  
16 Anders Behring Breivik was the attacker of the Norwegian government building bombing in 2011. He also pepertrated a shooting attack against a 

youth camp on the same day. For further reading on Breivik, please see: Eitan Azani et al., “The Far Right – Ideology, Modus Operandi and 

Development Trend” (International Institute for Counter-Terrorism, September 22, 2020), 

https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0, 

https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0
https://www.ict.org.il/Article/2591/Radical_Right_Ideology#gsc.tab=0


 

 

In summation, from November 2020 to February 2021, far-right content creators posted and shared 

material questioning the effectiveness and safety of the COVID-19 vaccine trying to capitalize on the 

underlying concern and distrust of the larger population. This content was primarily centered around four 

main themes:  

i. Increasing Chaos and Accelerationism – While continuing to post content questioning the legitimacy of the 

potential vaccines, far-right social media users also discussed how fear of the vaccine forwards the 

accelerationist movement and supports the white race in destabilizing the existing social and governmental 

systems. 

ii. Increasing Recruitment and Radicalization – Far-right actors advocated co-opting and targeting the anti-

vaccine movement to recruit and radicalize potential supporters; they view the anti-vaccine movement as an 

ideal target as a result of their pre-existing distrust of vaccines.  

iii. Connecting COVID-19 Vaccine to Conspiracy Theories – To assist with their overall recruitment and 

radicalization efforts, far-right extremists have engaged in a concerted effort to link COVID-19 vaccines to 

existing white nationalist conspiracy theories; specifically, the “Great Reset” conspiracy and the “Great 

Replacement Theory.”  

iv. Fostering Anti-Minority Sentiment Related to the COVID-19 Vaccine – Far-right actors have engaged in 

an online campaign to encourage members of minority communities to take the vaccine. 

v. Leveraging Anti-Vaccine Conspiracies to Encourage Individual-Initiative (Lone Wolf) Attacks – Far-right 

actors have begun to signal a movement from only discussion and action in cyberspace to also actions in the 

real-world by advocating for individual-initiative (lone wolf) attacks against COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers. 

 

While this type of rhetoric against vaccination has been common in the United States, the 

phenomenon is rapidly evolving worldwide. Global governments must be conscious of this phenomenon and 

think about ways to convince the public that the vaccine is safe. Failure to adequately respond and limit this 

type of rhetoric will likely decrease trust in the vaccine and vaccination process. Additionally, far-right 

extremists are likely to continue suggesting that COVID-19 vaccines are part of a larger conspiracy in order 

to persuade potential supporters to engage in individual-initiative (lone wolf) attacks. As a result, COVID-19 

vaccine manufacturers and distribution venues are likely to be potential targets.  
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